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A powerful secret and a fresh approach to writing bestselling fiction! What's the
best way to write a "next level" novel? Some writers start at the beginning and let
the story unfold without a plan. They are called "pantsers," because they write by
the "seat of the pants." Other writers plan and outline and know the ending before
they start. These are the "plotters." The two sides never seem to agree with each
other on the best approach. But what if it's not the beginning or the end that is the
key to a successful book? What if, amazing as it may seem, the place to begin
writing your novel is in the very middle of the story? According to #1 bestselling
writing teacher James Scott Bell, that's exactly where you'll find your story's heart
and heat. Bell's "Mirror Moment" is the secret, and its power is available to any
writer, at any stage of the writing process. Bringing together years of craft study
and personal discovery, Bell presents a truly unique approach to writing a novel,
one that will stand the test of time and serve you all your writing life. "I need three
things before I tackle a new novel: Diet Coke, a laptop, and my dog-eared copies
of James Scott Bell's books on writing craft!"- Kami Garcia, #1 NYT Times &
International Bestselling author
Get the Knowledge Without the College! You are a writer. You dream of sharing
your words with the world, and you're willing to put in the hard work to achieve
success. You may have even considered earning your MFA, but for whatever
reason--tuition costs, the time commitment, or other responsibilities--you've never
been able to do it. Or maybe you've been looking for a self-guided approach so
you don't have to go back to school. This book is for you. DIY MFA is the do-ityourself alternative to a Master of Fine Arts in creative writing. By combining the
three main components of a traditional MFA--writing, reading, and community--it
teaches you how to craft compelling stories, engage your readers, and publish
your work. Inside you'll learn how to: • Set customized goals for writing and
learning. • Generate ideas on demand. • Outline your book from beginning to
end. • Breathe life into your characters. • Master point of view, voice, dialogue,
and more. • Read with a "writer's eye" to emulate the techniques of others. •
Network like a pro, get the most out of writing workshops, and submit your work
successfully. Writing belongs to everyone--not only those who earn a degree.
With DIY MFA, you can take charge of your writing, produce high-quality work,
get published, and build a writing career.
A Magical Key to Unlock Your Creative Wizard Are you writing a novel, but
having trouble getting your first draft written? You've heard of “outlining,” but that
sounds too rigid for you. You've heard of “organic writing,” but that seems a bit
squishy to you. Take a look at the wildly popular Snowflake Method—ten battletested steps that jump-start your creativity and help you quickly map out your
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story. All around the world, novelists are using the Snowflake Method right now to
ignite their imaginations and get their first drafts down. In this book, you'll follow
the story of a fictitious novelist as she learns to tap into the amazing power of the
Snowflake Method. Almost magically, she finds her story growing from a simple
idea into a deep and powerful novel. And she finds her novel changing her—into a
stronger, more courageous person. Zany, Over the Top, and Just Plain Fun How
to Write a Novel Using the Snowflake Method is a “business parable”—a how-to
guide written in story form. It's zany. It's over the top. It's just plain fun. It shows
you how it's done, rather than tells you. You'll learn by example how to grow your
story idea into a sizzling first draft. You'll discover: How to define your “target
audience” the right way, so you know exactly how your ideal readers think and
feel. Forget what the experts tell you about “demographics.” How to create a
dynamite selling tool that will instantly tell people whether they'll love your story or
hate it. And you want them to love it or hate it. How to get inside the skin of each
of your characters—even your villain. Especially your villain. How to find a deep,
emotively powerful theme for your story. Do you know the best point in your novel
to unveil your theme? How to know when to backtrack, and why backtracking is
essential to writing great fiction. How to fire-test each scene to ensure it's highimpact—before you write it. ExcerptGoldilocks had always wanted to write a novel.
She learned to read before she went to kindergarten. In grade school, she always
had her nose in a book. In junior high, the other kids thought she was weird,
because she actually liked reading those dusty old novels in literature class. All
through high school, Goldilocks dreamed of writing a book of her own someday.
But when she went to college, her parents persuaded her to study something
practical. Goldilocks hated practical, and secretly she kept reading novels. But
she was a very obedient girl, so she did what her parents told her. She got a very
practical degree in marketing. After college, she got a job that bored her to
tears—but at least it was practical. Then she got married, and within a few years,
she had two children, a girl and then a boy. She quit her job to devote full time to
them. As the children grew, Goldilocks took great joy in introducing them to the
stories she had loved as a child. When her son went off to kindergarten,
Goldilocks thought about looking for a job. But her resume now had a seven-year
hole in it, and her practical skills were long out of date. The only jobs Goldilocks
could qualify for were minimum wage. She suddenly realized that being practical
had made her horribly unhappy. On a whim, Goldilocks decided to do the one
thing she had always wanted more than anything else—she was finally going to
write a novel. She didn't care if it was impractical. She didn't care if nobody would
ever read her novel. She was going to do it just because she wanted to. For the
first time in years, she was going to do something just for herself. And nobody
was going to stop her.
Planning Your Novel: Ideas and Structure takes you step-by-step through finding
and developing ideas, brainstorming stories, and crafting a solid plan for your
novel--including a one-sentence pitch, summary hook blurb, and working
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synopsis. Over 100 different exercises lead you through the novel-planning
process, with ten workshops that build upon each other to flesh out your idea as
much or as little as you need to do to start writing. Find Exercises On: - Creating
Characters - Choosing Point of View - Determining the Conflict - Finding Your
Process - Developing Your Plot - And So Much More! Planning Your Novel: Ideas
and Structure is an easy-to-follow guide to planning your novel, as well as a
handy tool for revising a first draft, or fixing a novel that isn't quite working.
Writing and Selling Your Novel is a revision and an expansion, a new edition, but
with the same mission: to help you write publishable fiction. In Bickham's book,
marketing is twined into the writing. In yours, it will be, too. Follow this proven
advice and you can make your work perform on the only two levels that count as can't-put-it-down storytelling and as can't-turn-it-down manuscript. Here you'll
find a mixture of fiction-writing fact and philosophy that will help you bring a
professional's approach to your work; use stimulus and response believably,
effectively; create excitement and evoke emotion with scene and sequel; build
fascinating complexities into your characters; revise, to turn a rough draft into a
polished novel; and all with salability in mind.
1984 is George Orwell's terrifying vision of a totalitarian future in which everything
and everyone is slave to a tyrannical regime lead by The Party. Winston Smith
works for the Ministry of Truth in London, chief city of Airstrip One. Big Brother
stares out from every poster, the Thought Police uncover every act of betrayal.
When Winston finds love with Julia, he discovers that life does not have to be dull
and deadening, and awakens to new possibilities. Despite the police helicopters
that hover and circle overhead, Winston and Julia begin to question the Party;
they are drawn towards conspiracy. Yet Big Brother will not tolerate dissent even in the mind. For those with original thoughts they invented Room 101. . .
This book walks you step by step through planning your novel to writing your
novel. This book is full of personal stories, tips, and exercises to inspire you and
to help you write your novel. This book is honest and realistic with an easy to
follow step-by-step approach to writing a book. This book is for the writer who
wants to follow their dream of completing a book but doesn't know where to start
or where to find the time. This is more than just a book about writing, this is a
book about surviving the writing process. THE BOOK IS DIVIDED INTO FOUR
MAIN SECTIONS: 01 | THIS IS YOUR DREAM This section is all about
discovering yourself within the writing world. It's about getting over your
insecurities and creating your dream writing life. 02 | PLAN IT ALL OUT This
section teaches you to plot and plan your book. From time scheduling to
discovering ideas and writing applications and resources. 03 | WRITE IT OUT
This section covers the actual writing process that happens. 04 | WHEN THINGS
GET TOUGH This is a survival guide to writing. This section of the book handles
everything from writers block to loss of inspiration and falling behind schedule as
well as when you're getting yourself down too.BONUS MATERIAL This is not
called an interactive book for no reason. This book comes with access to a
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resource library of downloads like; word trackers, worksheets, charts, and
checklists. And you will get a 28-day course to get you ready for writing.
Dramatica: A New Theory of Story is the definitive guide to the most profoundly
original and complete paradigm of story since Aristotle wrote Poetics. This book
is chock-full of stunning solutions to vexing story structure and development
problems that have mystified and tormented writers for ages. An absolute must
read for any writer who wants to elevate the quality of their written work.
Peopled by larger-than-life heroes and villains, charged with towering questions
of good and evil, Atlas Shrugged is Ayn Rand’s magnum opus: a philosophical
revolution told in the form of an action thriller—nominated as one of America’s
best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read. Who is John Galt? When
he says that he will stop the motor of the world, is he a destroyer or a liberator?
Why does he have to fight his battles not against his enemies but against those
who need him most? Why does he fight his hardest battle against the woman he
loves? You will know the answer to these questions when you discover the
reason behind the baffling events that play havoc with the lives of the amazing
men and women in this book. You will discover why a productive genius
becomes a worthless playboy...why a great steel industrialist is working for his
own destruction...why a composer gives up his career on the night of his
triumph...why a beautiful woman who runs a transcontinental railroad falls in love
with the man she has sworn to kill. Atlas Shrugged, a modern classic and Rand’s
most extensive statement of Objectivism—her groundbreaking philosophy—offers
the reader the spectacle of human greatness, depicted with all the poetry and
power of one of the twentieth century’s leading artists.
What can you accomplish in 30 days? If you make time to write and put away all
of your excuses, could you stay on track and finish your novel in only a month?
With a structured plan and a focused goal, yes, you can! Using a combination of
flexible weekly schedules, clear instruction, and detailed worksheets, author
Victoria Schmidt leads you through a proven 30-day novel-writing system without
the intimidation factor. Book in a Month shows you how to: • Set realistic goals
and monitor your progress • Manage your time so that your writing life has room
to flourish • Select a story topic that will continue to inspire you throughout the
writing process • Quickly outline your entire story so that you have a clear idea of
how your plot and characters are going to develop before you start writing • Draft
each act of your story by focusing on specific turning points • Keep track of the
areas you want to revise without losing your momentum in the middle of your
story • Relax and have fun--you are, after all, doing something you love So what
are you waiting for? If you've been putting off your book project, let Book in a
Month be your guide and find out just how much you can accomplish!
Golding’s iconic 1954 novel, now with a new foreword by Lois Lowry, remains
one of the greatest books ever written for young adults and an unforgettable
classic for readers of any age. This edition includes a new Suggestions for
Further Reading by Jennifer Buehler. At the dawn of the next world war, a plane
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crashes on an uncharted island, stranding a group of schoolboys. At first, with no
adult supervision, their freedom is something to celebrate. This far from
civilization they can do anything they want. Anything. But as order collapses, as
strange howls echo in the night, as terror begins its reign, the hope of adventure
seems as far removed from reality as the hope of being rescued.
The first novel-writing guide from the best-selling Save the Cat! story-structure
series, which reveals the 15 essential plot points needed to make any novel a
success. Novelist Jessica Brody presents a comprehensive story-structure guide
for novelists that applies the famed Save the Cat! screenwriting methodology to
the world of novel writing. Revealing the 15 "beats" (plot points) that comprise a
successful story--from the opening image to the finale--this book lays out the Ten
Story Genres (Monster in the House; Whydunit; Dude with a Problem) alongside
quirky, original insights (Save the Cat; Shard of Glass) to help novelists craft a
plot that will captivate--and a novel that will sell.
Craft an Engaging Plot How does plot influence story structure? What's the
difference between plotting for commercial and literary fiction? How do you revise
a plot or structure that's gone off course? With Write Great Fiction: Plot &
Structure, you'll discover the answers to these questions and more. Awardwinning author James Scott Bell offers clear, concise information that will help
you create a believable and memorable plot, including: • Techniques for crafting
strong beginnings, middles, and ends • Easy-to-understand plotting diagrams
and charts • Brainstorming techniques for original plot ideas • Thought-provoking
exercises at the end of each chapter • Story structure models and methods for all
genres • Tips and tools for correcting common plot problems Filled with plot
examples from popular novels, comprehensive checklists, and practical hands-on
guidance, Write Great Fiction: Plot & Structure gives you the skills you need to
approach plot and structure like an experienced pro.
Take your fiction to the next level! Maybe you're a first-time novelist looking for
practical guidance. Maybe you've already been published, but your latest effort is
stuck in mid-list limbo. Whatever the case may be, author and literary agent
Donald Maass can show you how to take your prose to the next level and write a
breakout novel - one that rises out of obscurity and hits the best-seller lists.
Maass details the elements that all breakout novels share - regardless of genre then shows you writing techniques that can make your own books stand out and
succeed in a crowded marketplace. You'll learn to: • establish a powerful and
sweeping sense of time and place • weave subplots into the main action for a
complex, engrossing story • create larger-than-life characters that step right off
the page • explore universal themes that will interest a broad audience of readers
• sustain a high degree of narrative tension from start to finish • develop an
inspired premise that sets your novel apart from the competition Then, using
examples from the recent works of several best-selling authors - including
novelist Anne Perry - Maass illustrates methods for upping the ante in every
aspect of your novel writing. You'll capture the eye of an agent, generate
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publisher interest and lay the foundation for a promising career.
Take your story to the next level of excellence! You've completed the first draft of
your novel--now what? Chances are, it's not perfect...at least not yet. In order to
increase your chances of getting a literary agent, selling your manuscript to a
publisher, or garnering an audience for your self-published work, you need
targeted, practical instruction on tackling the problem areas and weak spots in
your story. You need Troubleshooting Your Novel. In this hand-on, easy-to-use
guide, award-winning author Steven James provides helpful techniques and
checklists, timesaving tricks of the trade, and hundreds of questions for
manuscript analysis and revision. You'll learn how to: • ADJUST elements of
story progression, from causality, tension, and setbacks to plot twists, climaxes,
and endings. • DEVELOP authentic, riveting characters by exploring their
attitudes, desires, beliefs, and more. • LEARN narrative techniques for elements
such as dialogue, flashbacks, suspense, voice, subtext, and flow. • ENSURE
reader engagement by aligning with their expectations, fulfilling promises, and
instilling trust. • CHECK issues with context and continuity. You owe your book
more than just a polish and a proofread. Strengthen your story, prepare it for the
marketplace, and make it the best it can be with Troubleshooting Your Novel.
No more excuses. "Let the lawn get shaggy and the paint peel from the walls,"
bestselling novelist Walter Mosley advises. Anyone can write a novel now, and in
this essential book of tips, practical advice, and wisdom, Walter Mosley promises
that the writer-in-waiting can finish it in one year. Mosley tells how to: - Create a
daily writing regimen to fit any writer's needs--and how to stick to it. - Determine
the narrative voice that's right for every writer's style. - Get past those first
challenging sentences and into the heart of a story. Intended as both inspiration
and instruction, THIS YEAR YOU WRITE YOUR NOVEL provides the tools to
turn out a first draft painlessly and then revise it into something finer.
You have a story to tell, don't you? Or maybe you simply want to try your hand at fiction
writing. Perhaps you've given it your best effort, but simply didn't have enough tools in
your tool box to finish that first draft. Wherever you're at with this novel-writing thing,
popular bloggers Stephanie Morrill, Jill Williamson, and Shannon Dittemore totally
understand. They know it's hard to finish a first draft. To stay motivated until the end. To
feel like a "real" writer. They know because they've been there too. In Go Teen Writers:
Write Your Novel, you'll learn: There is no such thing as one right way to write a novel.
How to take an idea and give it a beginning, middle, and end. What story structure
means and how it strengthens a book. Different approaches to plotting a novel. How to
develop characters worth reading about. Strategies for creating memorable storyworlds
and settings. What theme is and how to use it to enrich your story. What to do when
your first draft is finished. There's no doubt about it. Learning to write a novel from
beginning to end is a challenge. But with this book as your guide, you'll see that when
you're in possession of the right tools, you're capable of finishing what you start. You'll
be empowered and encouraged-as if you had a writing coach (or three!) sitting
alongside you.
Guides readers in writing and publishing a book, including creating authentic
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characters, editing, and finding an agent.
Breathe life into your backlist Have you launched a novel, or many novels, only to have
them land with a whimper? Have you had a great selling book or series slowly fade
away to obscurity? What if you could relaunch those books, turning your backlist into a
great source of income? You can. This book will teach you: How to analyze your
previous launches to determine failure points. How to turn your backlist into an
automated system that feeds readers back into your other books. What types of
relaunches exist, and which is right for your book. How other authors have successfully
relaunched. What worked, and what didn't.
**THE INSTANT #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER** "An unforgettable—and
Hollywood-bound—new thriller... A mix of Hitchcockian suspense, Agatha Christie
plotting, and Greek tragedy." —Entertainment Weekly The Silent Patient is a shocking
psychological thriller of a woman’s act of violence against her husband—and of the
therapist obsessed with uncovering her motive. Alicia Berenson’s life is seemingly
perfect. A famous painter married to an in-demand fashion photographer, she lives in a
grand house with big windows overlooking a park in one of London’s most desirable
areas. One evening her husband Gabriel returns home late from a fashion shoot, and
Alicia shoots him five times in the face, and then never speaks another word. Alicia’s
refusal to talk, or give any kind of explanation, turns a domestic tragedy into something
far grander, a mystery that captures the public imagination and casts Alicia into
notoriety. The price of her art skyrockets, and she, the silent patient, is hidden away
from the tabloids and spotlight at the Grove, a secure forensic unit in North London.
Theo Faber is a criminal psychotherapist who has waited a long time for the opportunity
to work with Alicia. His determination to get her to talk and unravel the mystery of why
she shot her husband takes him down a twisting path into his own motivations—a search
for the truth that threatens to consume him....
“One of the most anticipated YA debuts of 2018, Brightly Burning is a gothic, romantic
mystery with hints of Jane Eyre, Marissa Meyer, and Kiera Cass.” —Entertainment
Weekly “Brightly Burning delivers a brooding gothic mystery and a swoony romance, all
set in space. Donne’s atmospheric, twisty update of a cherished classic will keep you
up late into the night!” —Elly Blake, NYT bestselling author of the Frostblood Saga
Stella Ainsley leaves poverty behind when she quits her engineering job aboard the
Stalwart to become a governess on a private ship. On the Rochester, there’s no water
ration, more books than one person could devour in a lifetime, and an AI who seems
more friend than robot. But no one warned Stella that the ship seems to be haunted,
nor that it may be involved in a conspiracy that could topple the entire interstellar fleet.
Surrounded by mysteries, Stella finds her equal in the brooding but kind nineteen-yearold Captain Hugo. When several attempts on his life spark more questions than
answers, and the beautiful Bianca Ingram appears at Hugo’s request, his unpredictable
behavior causes Stella’s suspicions to mount. Without knowing who to trust, Stella
must decide whether to follow her head or her heart. Alexa Donne’s lush and
enthralling reimagining of the classic Jane Eyre, set among the stars, will seduce and
beguile you.
A Seventeen.com Best YA Books of 2017 A Publishers Weekly's Best YA Book of 2017
A New York Public Library Notable Best Book for Teens 2017 A 2018 CCBC Choices
Book "Hilarious." —Publishers Weekly, starred review "Powerful messages of inclusion
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and acceptance.” —Kirkus Reviews, starred review Desi Lee believes anything is
possible if you have a plan. That's how she became student body president. Varsity
soccer star. And it's how she'll get into Stanford. But she's never had a boyfriend. In
fact, she's a disaster at romance, a clumsy, stammering humiliation magnet whose
botched attempts at flirting have become legendary with her friends. So when the
hottest human specimen to have ever lived walks into her life one day, Desi finds
guidance in the Korean dramas her father has been obsessively watching for
years—where the hapless heroine always seems to end up in the arms of her true love
by episode ten. It's a simple formula, and Desi is a quick study. Armed with her "K
Drama Steps to True Love," Desi goes after the moody, elusive artist Luca Drakos—and
boat rescues, love triangles, and staged car crashes ensue. But when the fun and
games turn to true feels, Desi finds out that real love is about way more than just
drama. A Margaret Ferguson Book
Winner of the 2010 Non-Fiction National Book Award Patti Smith's evocative, honest
and moving coming-of-age story of her extraordinary relationship with the artist Robert
Mapplethorpe
Her name is Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand glows world-wide welcome. "Give
me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses. Send these, the homeless, tempesttost to me." America has lost its way. The strongest of people can be found in the
unlikeliest of places. The future of the entire country will depend on them. All across the
United States, people scramble to survive new, draconian policies that mark and track
immigrants and their children (citizens or not) as their freedoms rapidly erode around
them. For the "inked"—those whose immigration status has been permanently tattooed
on their wrists—those famous words on the Statue of Liberty are starting to ring hollow.
The tattoos have marked them for horrors they could not have imagined within US
borders. As the nightmare unfolds before them, unforeseen alliances between the
inked—like Mari, Meche, and Toño—and non-immigrants—Finn, Del, and Abbie—are
formed, all in the desperate hope to confront it. Ink is the story of their ingenuity. Of
their resilience. Of their magic. A story of how the power of love and community outsurvives even the grimmest times.

Zelie Adebola remembers when the soil of Or sha hummed with magic. Burners
ignited flames, Tiders beckoned waves, and Zelie s Reaper mother summoned
forth souls. But everything changed the night magic disappeared. Under the
orders of a ruthless king, maji were killed, leaving Zelie without a mother and her
people without hope.
Equip yourself for the novel-writing journey! Starting a novel is exciting, but
finishing it--that's the real challenge. The journey from beginning to end is rife
with forks in the road and dead ends that lead many writers off course. With
Writing Your Novel from Start to Finish: A Guidebook for the Journey, you'll
navigate the intricacies of crafting a complex work of fiction and complete the
journey with confidence and precision. To maximize your creativity and forward
momentum, each chapter offers: • Techniques to break down the elements of the
novel--from character-building to plotting and pacing • Mile Markers to anticipate
and overcome roadblocks like ineffective dialogue and "the unchanged
protagonist" • Guidelines for Going Deeper to explore and implement more
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nuanced aspects of storytelling, such as finding your voice and the role of theme
• Try-It-Out Exercises and 27 interactive worksheets that help elevate your
writing. No matter your level of experience or where you are in your project,
Writing Your Novel from Start to Finish provides the instruction, inspiration, and
guidance you need to complete your journey successfully.
One of these days, I'm going to sit down and write that novel.... Everyone thinks
about doing it, yet most people who do start a novel end up stalling after a few
chapters. Where do these would-be novelists go wrong? Are the characters dull
and cliched? Did the story arc collapse? Did they succumb to a dreaded bout of
"writer's block"? Or maybe it was all just taking too long? These problems used to
stop writers in their tracks, but nothing will get in your way after reading Write
Your Novel in a Month. Author and instructor Jeff Gerke has created the perfect
tool to show you how to prepare yourself to write your first draft in as little as 30
days. With Jeff's help, you will learn how to organize your ideas, create dynamic
stories, develop believable characters, and flesh out the idea narrative for your
novel--and not just for the rapid-fire first draft. Jeff walks you through the entire
process, from initial idea to the important revision stage, and even explains what
to do with your novel once you've finished. Whether you are participating in
National Novel Writing Month or you're simply hoping to complete a draft over
winter break or your vacation, this book covers the entire scope of writing a novel
and lays out exactly what you need to know to get it done fast and right.
Uncover the secret power of outlining! Outline Your Novel can help any writer
take their story from concept to a finished draft! Instead of getting lost in the
middle or never finishing, let Outline Your Novel show you how structure works
and how to use that structure to make and follow an outline. In this book, you'll
learn: Character Arcs Three Act Structure Novel Story Beats Sequence Outlines
Scene Outlines Adapting Outlines World Building Incorporating Themes Weaving
Subplots Outline Your Novel offers a guided approach to outlining and as always,
author Scott King, plays along, making sure to do the assignments in the book so
you can learn from his successes and mistakes. Stop letting your novel kick your
butt and beat it with the help of Outline Your Novel!
Author and former literary agent Nathan Bransford shares his secrets for creating
killer plots, fleshing out your first ideas, crafting compelling characters, and
staying sane in the process. Read the guide that New York Times bestselling
author Ransom Riggs called "The best how-to-write-a-novel book I've read."
Acclaim for "Structuring Your Novel" "I have long wished for a book like this.
"Structuring Your Novel" is so much more than a writing craft book-it's a recipe to
help writers structure a deep, meaningful journey for their hero that will captivate
readers from beginning to end."-Angela Ackerman, Author of "The Emotion
Thesaurus" "There is absolute gold in this book-and I am grateful that the author
has a real talent for distilling some of the somewhat clunky information found
elsewhere, into really simple-to-understand and easy-to-follow
techniques."-Robert Scanlon "This book shows a writer how to structure their
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novel from beginning to end in a no-nonsense manner. It's fast and easy reading,
and MAKES SENSE "-Carrie C. Spencer About the Book Is Structure the Hidden
Foundation of All Successful Stories? Why do some stories work and others
don't? The answer is "structure." In this IPPY and NIEA-Award winning guide
from the author of the bestselling "Outlining Your Novel," you will learn the
universal underpinnings that guarantee powerful plot and character arcs. An
understanding of proper story and scene structure will show you how to perfectly
time your story's major events and will provide you with an unerring standard
against which to evaluate your novel's pacing and progression. "Structuring Your
Novel" will show you: How to determine the best techniques for empowering your
unique and personal vision for your story. How to identify common structural
weaknesses and flip them around into stunning strengths. How to eliminate
saggy middles by discovering your "centerpiece." Why you should NEVER
include conflict in every scene. How to discover the questions you "don't" want
readers asking about your plot-and then how to get them to ask the right
questions. Story structure has enabled countless bestselling and classic authors.
Now it's your turn More Praise for "Structuring Your Novel" "K.M. Weiland
delivers another exceptional resource for writers-offering practical guidance on
everything from crafting a book's hook to its resolution."-Elizabeth Spann Craig,
Author of the Myrtle Clover Mysteries ""Structuring Your Novel" will give you the
blueprint for making your story more powerful. I'm taking this one with me to my
desert island "-Jennifer Ibarra "After finishing the book, I reviewed my own writing
and was easily able to see where the story wasn't working, understand why it
wasn't, and figure out what I needed to do to fix it."-Abby Geiger More storytelling
assistance from K.M. Weiland: Outlining Your Novel: Map Your Way to SuccessCan outlining help you write a better story?
"Unlock the story within ... with over 200 new writing exercises"--Cover.
How to write a novel in the most efficient way by tackling the hardest part before
you start to write, from top book coach Jennie Nash "This process makes me
want to write, and it makes what I'm writing better. I read it before every draft. It's
that good." -KJ Dell'Antonia, New York Times bestselling author of The Chicken
Sisters Whether you're writing your first novel or your tenth, there is a temptation
to pin it to the page before it disappears. It's such a brilliant idea and you can see
the whole thing shimmering in your mind, just out of reach. Maybe you do some
work on character development and plotting, but you're a racehorse at the gate,
ready to run, ready to write. This book is an argument to stop and define the
foundational elements of your story before you keep writing - which means
understanding your motivation as a writer, considering your reader's
expectations, and making sure your story has a solid structure that will hold up
inside and out from beginning to end. This clarity is what gives a novel its power
and a writer their confidence. Jennie Nash is the creator of the Book Coach
Certification program at Author Accelerator and has taught hundreds of book
coaches and thousands of novelists how to use the Blueprint for a Book systemPage 10/13
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and the Inside Outline at the heart of it - to help them produce their best work in
the most efficient way. "Jennie Nash turned me into a plotter and changed the
way I think about approaching any new project. I'm an Inside Outside outline fan
for life!" -Alison Hammer, author of You and Me and Us and Little Pieces of Me "If
you are about to start writing or revising your novel - hold up! You need this book
before putting fingers to keyboard. It's a step-by-step design-your-novel manual
that encapsulates the most important aspect of great story-telling: how to reach
deep into your writerly heart and into the heart of the story you want to bring to
life." - Janet Fox, author of The Artifact Hunters "I will sing the praises of the
Inside Outline forever. It's f*ing genius." -Carla Naumburg, author of How to Stop
Losing Your Sh*t With Your Kids "The Inside Outline is making writing easier. I
can focus more on the writing rather than discovering what the scene is about
when I'm creating it. Why isn't every writer using it? Instead, people are plonking
down good money to be told ten key steps in writing dialogue or setting a scene.
I'm so grateful I'm no longer one of them." - Kate Kimball, first time novelist
About the book: If you are looking for a method to get your novel written, this book will
take you step by step from concept to completion. Simply follow the instructions and by
the time you are finished, you will have written your book. At the end of the process,
you'll have a fully developed story filled with memorable characters, a riveting plot,
powerful theme, and a new spin on your genre. Each step asks you to consider or
perform just one task that moves your novel a step closer toward being a finished book.
In this way, no step is ever confusing or too complex and yet your story is ever growing
and evolving as you go. About the author: Melanie Anne Phillips is the creator of
StoryWeaver Step By Step Story Development software, co-creator of the Dramatica
Theory of Story Structure and the Dramatica software, and owner of Storymind.com, a
resource web site for writers. In her quarter century as a teacher of creative writing, she
has authored numerous books, videos, audio programs and software tools for all
aspects of story structure, storytelling and inspiration.
Learn the secret of how to write the heart of your story! This writing skills book, full of
fiction writing technique, is like no other. Some novelists write with the goal of becoming
a best seller, hoping for wealth and fame. Some just want to write novels that earn them
a steady income so they can feed their families and pay their bills. Some write to
express their creativity and don't care if anyone ever reads their books. Then there are
the other writers. They want to write an unforgettable novel-the kind of book that gets
called a classic, that endures the ravages of time, that stays long in readers' hearts and
changes their lives. These writers want to know the secret of how to reach the heart of
their readers. If you are one of those writers, Writing the Heart of Your Story is the book
you've been waiting for. Inside, you'll learn: what the most important key elements are
that must be in the very first scene of your novel-and some in the first paragraph. how
to tap into the heart of your story, characters, setting, plot, and themes by employing
specific writing exercises. ways to brainstorm ideas for plot, themes, motifs, setting, and
rich characters through asking a series of questions that will take you deeper below the
surface of your story. what the most important question is that must be asked in the
opening scene in order to write an unforgettable novel. what three things each
character must be asked for them to become truly believable and compelling. the
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secrets to structuring powerful scenes by focusing on the "high moment." Don't just
write a good novel. Write a great one-by mining the heart of your story! Here's what the
best writing instructors and bloggers have to say about this essential writing craft book:
"A fresh and motivating take on conventional wisdom, but with unconventional heart.
This is highly accessible teaching that transcends 'how to' and goes deep into 'why to'
in a way that will force you to choose between reading it again and jumping on your
own project. Bravo." -Larry Brooks, best-selling author of Story Engineering and Story
Physics "As authors, our job is to make people feel, and to do this we need to connect
with our own deepest selves in the hope that we can meet the reader where they are.
This book will teach you how to delve into your own heart in order to impact those who
read your words." -Joanna Penn, author of From Idea to Book "A veritable compendium
of sound writing advice and technique. Written in a style that is both accessible and fun,
Lakin's book will be a welcome companion on your writing journey." -James Scott Bell,
best-selling author of Conflict and Suspense and Plot and Structure "I read dozens of
writing craft books every year. All too many of them are ho-hum, been-there-done-that.
This one is absotively posolutely not. Lakin offers a refreshingly structured-and yet
freeing-approach to not just creating a solidly entertaining story but to crafting a tale of
emotional resonance and resilience. Her useful writing exercises and spot-on story
sense offer epiphany after epiphany. This is one I will read and reread." -K. M. Weiland,
author of Outlining Your Novel and Structuring Your Novel "C. S. Lakin once again
shares her generous heart and knowledge and experience with writers in this inspiring
and inspired Writing the Heart of Your Story. Ready to take your writing to the next
level? Lakin offers practical exercises to help you bring heart to your own stories."
-Martha Alderson, author of The Plot Whisperer series of writing books
Got 90 Days? Then You Can Be a Novelist... Many famous authors write their novels in
a matter of weeks. William Faulkner wrote As I Lay Dying in six weeks. Joyce Carol
Oates often cranks out two or three books a year. Stephen King believes first drafts
should take no more than three months to complete. So, what's the trick? Novel writing
isn't about inspiration. It's about the time, energy, and discipline to see the project to its
finish. With 90 Days To Your Novel at your side, now is the time. This inspiring guide
will be your push, your deadline, and your spark to finally, without excuses, and in three
short months, nail that first draft of your novel. The difference between wanna-be
writers and real writers is the difference between talk and work. If you commit to the
schedule and the techniques within 90 Days to Your Novel and invest two to three
hours a day for twelve weeks, you will complete your book. An outline will appear.
Characters will take shape. A plot will emerge. Scenes will come together and form a
story worth reading. And then the talking can begin! This helpful guide provides: •
Instruction that distills the elements of the novel - from crafting your outline to
developing intriguing characters and believable plots • Strategies for gaining support
from your family and friends • Motivating insights about writing and writers to minimize
your inevitable moments of doubt • A schedule to keep you in the writing zone and
keep you focused, creative, and working Whether you're writing your first novel or your
third, this guide provides the coaching, the planning, and the writerly commiseration to
help get your book written.
Write Your Novel in 30 Days Say goodbye to writing and rewriting with no results.
Starting—and finishing—your novel has never been easier! First Draft in 30 Days
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provides you with a sure-fire system to reduce time-intensive rewrites and avoid writing
detours. Award-winning author Karen S. Wiesner's 30-day method shows you how to
create an outline so detailed and complete that it actually doubles as your first draft.
Flexible and customizable, this revolutionary system can be modified to fit any writer's
approach and style. Plus, comprehensive and interactive worksheets make the process
seem less like work and more like a game. This invaluable resource also includes:
Itemized and flexible schedules to keep you focused each and every day Dozens of
detailed worksheets to guide you through the outlining process Completed sample
worksheets inspired by best-selling novels Tips for outlining projects already in
development Brainstorming techniques to keep you motivated Goal sheets for
getting—and keeping—your career on track Many aspiring and experienced novelists
toss out hundreds of pages (and waste valuable time) before they have a workable first
draft of a novel. You don't have to fall into this category anymore. With First Draft in 30
Days, you'll have all the tools you need to write your masterpiece!
Are you still dreaming about writing that book? Learning how to write your first novel
can be overwhelming. You have to master outlining, writing, revising, and so much
more...and it can be scary if you've never done it before. While it seems daunting,
writing your first novel is simple when you have someone experienced to help you
through it. In this writer’s guide, prolific writer M.L. Ronn shares an easy step-by-step
process of writing compelling fiction that he's perfected after writing 40+ books. Write
your first novel with structured advice tailored for beginners: Learn the basic building
blocks of every story and how to put them together Develop an effective outline (or
learn how to write without one!) Discover winning formulas that mega-bestsellers use to
write their novels Navigate your novel’s “murky middle” with 7 unorthodox strategies
that will get you unstuck in no time Revise your story without fear Writing your first
novel is life-changing. Download this writer’s guide, follow the step-by-step instructions,
and you'll wake up one morning very soon with a finished manuscript waiting for you.
V1.0
Writing A Novel is not a set of rules and regulations. It is an atlas, a guide to finding
your own way over the treacherous passes of your first novel. Pulling together his years
of experience as a novelist and a teacher, Richard Skinner covers the basics of writing
great fiction - narrators, characters, settings - with charm and rigour. But more than
that, he argues that the journey towards a final manuscript is as important as the
finished article itself. His approach works: many of Richard's students have gone on to
secure publishing deals and many more have left his courses with work to be proud of.
With its balance of warmth and wisdom, Writing a Novel will give any aspiring writer the
confidence to face the blank page -- and to fill it.
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