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We The People The Story Of Our Constitution
Offers a sweeping account of the class and racial conflicts in the American news media,
from the first colonial newspaper to the Internet age. By the co-author of Harvest of
Empire.
Emphasizing the relevance of politics and government in everyday life, We the People
provides tools to help students think critically about American government and politics.
The Sixth Edition has been carefully updated to reflect most recent developments,
including the ongoing conflict in Iraq and the 2006 midterm elections. Complemented by
a rich package of multimedia tools for instructors and students, including a new videoclip DVD, We the People is now more pedagogically effective than ever.
From the environmental activist, consumer advocate, and renowned crusader—a stirring
call to action that gives us the tools we need to take action ourselves, to make our
voices heard, to ensure our water is safe, and to finally bring about change. Clean
water is as basic to life on planet Earth as hydrogen or oxygen. In her long-awaited
book—her first to reckon with the condition of water on our planet—Erin Brockovich
shows us what’s at stake. She writes powerfully of the fraudulent science disguising
our national water crisis: Cancer clusters are not being reported. People in Detroit and
the state of New Jersey don’t have clean water. The drinking water for more than six
million Americans contains unsafe levels of industrial chemicals linked to cancer and
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other health issues. The saga of PG&E continues to this day. Yet communities and
people around the country are fighting to make an impact, and Brockovich tells us their
stories. In Poughkeepsie, New York, a water operator responded to his customers’
concerns and changed his system to create some of the safest water in the country.
Local moms in Hannibal, Missouri, became the first citizens in the nation to file an
ordinance prohibiting the use of ammonia in their public drinking water. Like them, we
can each protect our right to clean water by fighting for better enforcement of laws, new
legislation, and stronger regulations.
When Trump’s first Deputy National Security Advisor left Washington, she disappeared
from sight. Now former government official and political commentator KT McFarland
returns with tenacity, resolve, and the truth about the Trump Administration and those
seeking to destroy it. For decades, KT McFarland has been one of the country’s most
prominent conservative foreign policy experts. She was part of the Trump Revolution
from the beginning. As Trump’s first Deputy National Security Advisor, she had a seat
at the table for everything: Trump’s unconventional campaign and upset victory; his
throw-out-the-rule-book Trump Tower Transition; the chaotic first months in the West
Wing; the unusual events surrounding General Flynn’s firing; and the sprawling Mueller
investigation. In Revolution, she walks the reader through the Washington
Establishment’s relentless efforts to destroy Trump, populism, and nationalism in order
to keep their own hands on the levers of power. The Trump Revolution, like the Reagan
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Revolution and all the anti-Establishment political revolutions before it, will ultimately
prevail. It is this ability to reinvent ourselves, not just as individuals but as a society, that
lies at the heart of American Exceptionalism. When McFarland left the Trump
Administration and Washington, she disappeared from public view and refused to
discuss her experiences. Now, for the first time, McFarland tells a story that reads more
like a political thriller than a tour through this unique moment in history. Written with
unusual candor, with insights into Trump and his inner circle, Putin, Xi Jinping, and Kim
Jong-un, McFarland’s book is destined to become a classic. If you only read one book
about the Age of Trump, make it Revolution: Trump, Washington and “We the People.”
The success and survival of American democracy have never been guaranteed.
Arguing that we must take an unflinching look at the nature of democracy—and
therefore, ourselves—historian Robert Tracy McKenzie explores the ideas of human
nature in the history of American democratic thought, from the nation's Founders
through the Jacksonian Era and Alexis de Tocqueville.
Drawing on the speeches and letters of the United States' founders, the author
recounts the dramatic period after the Constitutional Convention and before the
Constitution was finally ratified, describing the tumultuous events that took place in
homes, taverns and convention halls throughout the colonies. By the author of
American Scripture.
Bill Bryson meets Thomas Frank in this deeply insightful, unexpectedly hilarious story of
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how politicians hijacked American democracy and how we can take it back The
democracy you live in today is different—completely different—from the democracy you
were born into. You probably don't realize just how radically your republic has been
altered during your lifetime. Yet more than any policy issue, political trend, or even
Donald Trump himself, our redesigned system of government is responsible for the peril
America faces today. What explains the gap between what We, the People want and
what our elected leaders do? How can we fix our politics before it's too late? And how
can we truly understand the state of our democracy without wanting to crawl under a
rock? That's what former Obama speechwriter David Litt set out to answer. Poking into
forgotten corners of history, translating political science into plain English, and traveling
the country to meet experts and activists, Litt explains how the world’s greatest
experiment in democracy went awry. (He also tries to crash a party at Mitch
McConnell’s former frat house. It goes poorly.) The result of Litt's journey is something
you might not have thought possible: a page-turner about the political process. You'll
meet the Supreme Court justice charged with murder, learn how James Madison's
college roommate broke the Senate, encounter a citrus thief who embodies what's
wrong with our elections, and join Belle the bill as she tries to become a law (a quest far
more harrowing than the one in Schoolhouse Rock!). Yet despite his clear-eyed
assessment of the dangers we face, Litt remains audaciously optimistic. He offers a todo list of bold yet achievable changes—a blueprint for restoring the balance of power in
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America before it's too late.
The U.S. Constitution brought to life for young readers! In this visual celebration of the
U.S. Constitution and America's founding fathers, Caldecott Medalist Peter Spier tells
the stirring American tale of how this most important document came to symbolize
freedom, justice, equality, and hope for all citizens. This fact-filled volume includes: ?
The complete text of the Constitution ? An illustrated preamble to the Constitution,
illuminating its signifcance from its birth through to modern times ? The fascinating
history of the struggle to create and ratify the Constitution ? An historical reproduction of
the original document Full of illustrations that bring the Constitution to life, this is a musthave resource for every American school, library, and home. ? "A joyful celebration of
the people whose leaders created the Constitution"—Booklist, starred review “A
celebration of America’s diversity”—Kirkus “Spier has created a tribute that can be
appreciated in more than one sitting.”—Publishers Weekly
In this Second Edition of this radical social history of America from Columbus to the
present, Howard Zinn includes substantial coverage of the Carter, Reagan and Bush
years and an Afterword on the Clinton presidency. Its commitment and vigorous style
mean it will be compelling reading for under-graduate and post-graduate students and
scholars in American social history and American studies, as well as the general
reader.
Now in paperback, Lynne Cheney’s New York Times bestselling illustrated history of
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how the Constitution came to be. “I am mortified beyond expression when I view the
clouds which have spread over the brightest morn that ever dawned upon any country.”
—George Washington America had won the Revolution, but our troubles were far from
over. The thirteen states were squabbling, the country could not pay its bills, and in
Massachusetts farmers had taken up arms against the government. Was our country,
which had fought so hard for its independence, going to survive? In May 1787
delegates from across the country—including George Washington, James Madison, and
Benjamin Franklin—gathered in Philadelphia and, meeting over the course of a
sweltering summer, created a new framework for governing: the Constitution of the
United States. Their efforts turned a shaky alliance of states into a nation that would
prosper and grow powerful, drawing its strength for centuries to come from “We the
people” and inspiring hope for freedom around the world. Now in paperback for the first
time, this richly illustrated tale of a crucial point in our nation’s history will enthrall
readers young and old.
We the People explores John Howard Yoder’s account of peoplehood and develops an
appreciative revision that considers the politics of Jesus in relation to the people of
Israel. This revision articulates the theopolitical stakes in relation to the modern nationstate’s claims to peoplehood and the observable effects of its exegetical and historical
moorings in self-assertion as the new and purified Israel. Tommy Givens then
undertakes a critical engagement with Karl Barth’s account of God’s election and a
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theologically sensitive exegesis of key biblical texts in dialogue with Carl Schmitt, Jacob
Taubes, and N. T. Wright.
A primer on recognizing the power and promise of the Preamble and the Constitution
during this conservative assault on our founding text “Over the course of American
history, there have been great gains in individual freedom and enormous advances in
equality for racial minorities, women, and gays and lesbians, though obviously much
remains to be done. Now we are at a moment with a president who is not committed to
these values and face the reality of a Supreme Court that will likely be more hostile to
them for the foreseeable future.” --From the Preface Worried about what a super
conservative majority on the Supreme Court means for the future of civil liberties? From
gun control to reproductive health, a conservative court will reshape the lives of all
Americans for decades to come. The time to develop and defend a progressive vision
of the U.S. Constitution that protects the rights of all people is now. University of
California Berkeley Dean and respected legal scholar Erwin Chemerinsky expertly
exposes how conservatives are using the Constitution to advance their own agenda
that favors business over consumers and employees, and government power over
individual rights. But exposure is not enough. Progressives have spent too much of the
last forty-five years trying to preserve the legacy of the Warren Court’s most important
rulings and reacting to the Republican-dominated Supreme Courts by criticizing their
erosion of rights—but have not yet developed a progressive vision for the Constitution
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itself. Yet, if we just look to the promise of the Preamble—liberty and justice for all—and
take seriously its vision, a progressive reading of the Constitution can lead us forward
as we continue our fight ensuring democratic rule, effective government, justice, liberty,
and equality. Includes the Complete Constitution and Amendments of the United States
of America
“Be the People is a courageous analysis of today’s most pressing issues, exposing the
deceptions by the cultural elite and urging ‘We the People’ to restore America’s faith
and values.”—Sean Hannity “There are many good books but only a few really
important ones. Dr. Carol Swain’s Be the People is one of the latter. Brave, informed,
candid, and thoughtful, she brings her fine academic mind to bear on the most pressing
needs facing our country.”—Tony Perkins “A courageous, challenging, and
controversial call to Americans of all colors to return to their Creator and to come to
their Judeo-Christian senses.”—Dr. Peter A. Lillback “In Be the People Professor Carol
Swain thoughtfully examines the biblical roots and religious significance of today’s
most pressing issues. Professor Swain shows how to make your voice heard and how
to reclaim America’s faith and values.”—Lou Dobbs An insightful analysis of the forces
of deception rapidly reshaping America's morals, social policies, and culture, with a call
to specific action, written by a thoughtful and courageous Christian social scientist on
the front lines of today's issues. Cultural elites in the media, academia, and politics are
daily deceiving millions of Americans into passively supporting policies that are
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detrimental to the nation and their own best interest. Although some Americans can see
through the smokescreen, they feel powerless to redirect the forces inside and outside
government that radically threaten cherished values and principles. Drawing on her
training in political science and law, Dr. Swain thoughtfully examines the religious
significance of the founding of our nation and the deceptions that have infiltrated our
daily lives and now threaten traditional families, unborn children, and members of
various racial and ethnic groups—as well as national sovereignty itself--and provides
action points for the people of this country to make the political system more
responsive. The book is divided into two sections: Forsaking what we once knew Reembracing truth and justice in policy choices It also covers key topics such as:
America's shift to moral relativism America's religious roots Abortion's fragile facade
Historical and biblical views on families and children Erosion of rule of law, national
security, and immigration Racial and ethnic challenges Reclaiming the future
The story of how the American people have taken an imperfect constitution—the product
of compromises and an artifact of its time—and made it more democratic Who wrote the
Constitution? That's obvious, we think: fifty-five men in Philadelphia in 1787. But much
of the Constitution was actually written later, in a series of twenty-seven amendments
enacted over the course of two centuries. The real history of the Constitution is the
astonishing story of how subsequent generations have reshaped our founding
document amid some of the most colorful, contested, and controversial battles in
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American political life. It's a story of how We the People have improved our
government's structure and expanded the scope of our democracy during eras of
transformational social change. The People's Constitution is an elegant, sobering, and
masterly account of the evolution of American democracy. From the addition of the Bill
of Rights, a promise made to save the Constitution from near certain defeat, to the
post–Civil War battle over the Fourteenth Amendment, from the rise and fall of the
"noble experiment" of Prohibition to the defeat and resurgence of an Equal Rights
Amendment a century in the making, The People's Constitution is the first book of its
kind: a vital guide to America's national charter, and an alternative history of the
continuing struggle to realize the Framers' promise of a more perfect union.
See the US Constitution in a new light with this bold, modern and accessible illustrated guide
to the document that helped define democracy. With the 2020 Presidential election around the
corner, there has never been a better time to take a closer look at the Constitution, the bedrock
of US politics. Inquisitive minds will have their questions vividly answered – and new ones
raised – by a mix of striking illustrations and clear, engaging text, including passages from the
Constitution given in plain English. As well as a detailed history covering the original
Constitution, the Bill of Rights and all Amendments, discover how this milestone in American
democracy shapes and is shaped by the world at large. We The People shows that, far from a
fusty old piece of paper, the US Constitution is a living, evolving rulebook that is as relevant
today as it has ever been. A fresh take on a monumental document, navigating in style its
history and its life today. Excerpts from the Constitution are presented here in plain English to
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help young thinkers better understand the role it plays in everyday life. Accessible, energetic
text accompanied by contemporary, powerful illustrations allows children aged 10 and older to
re-think the Constitution in a totally new way. A balanced examination that does not shy away
from addressing the difficulties of interpreting and adapting the Constitution for the modern
world. We The People takes the Constitution out of its display case, blows off the dust and reimagines this piece of history for the next generation.
From the prophetic author of the now-classic What’s the Matter with Kansas? and Listen,
Liberal, an eye-opening account of populism, the most important—and
misunderstood—movement of our time. Rarely does a work of history contain startling
implications for the present, but in The People, No Thomas Frank pulls off that explosive effect
by showing us that everything we think we know about populism is wrong. Today “populism” is
seen as a frightening thing, a term pundits use to describe the racist philosophy of Donald
Trump and European extremists. But this is a mistake. The real story of populism is an account
of enlightenment and liberation; it is the story of American democracy itself, of its everwidening promise of a decent life for all. Taking us from the tumultuous 1890s, when the
radical left-wing Populist Party—the biggest mass movement in American history—fought Gilded
Age plutocrats to the reformers’ great triumphs under Franklin Roosevelt and Harry Truman,
Frank reminds us how much we owe to the populist ethos. Frank also shows that elitist groups
have reliably detested populism, lashing out at working-class concerns. The anti-populist
vituperations by the Washington centrists of today are only the latest expression. Frank
pummels the elites, revisits the movement’s provocative politics, and declares true populism to
be the language of promise and optimism. The People, No is a ringing affirmation of a
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movement that, Frank shows us, is not the problem of our times, but the solution for what ails
us.
THE #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! A TONIGHT SHOW STARRING JIMMY FALLON
SUMMER READS NOMINEE! Named a Most Anticipated Book of 2021 by Newsweek ? Oprah
Magazine ? The Skimm ? Marie Claire ? Parade ? The Wall Street Journal ? Chicago Tribune ?
PopSugar ? BookPage ? BookBub ? Betches ? SheReads ? Good Housekeeping ? BuzzFeed
? Business Insider ? Real Simple ? Frolic ? and more! Two best friends. Ten summer trips.
One last chance to fall in love. From the New York Times bestselling author of Beach Read
comes a sparkling new novel that will leave you with the warm, hazy afterglow usually reserved
for the best vacations. Poppy and Alex. Alex and Poppy. They have nothing in common. She’s
a wild child; he wears khakis. She has insatiable wanderlust; he prefers to stay home with a
book. And somehow, ever since a fateful car share home from college many years ago, they
are the very best of friends. For most of the year they live far apart—she’s in New York City,
and he’s in their small hometown—but every summer, for a decade, they have taken one
glorious week of vacation together. Until two years ago, when they ruined everything. They
haven't spoken since. Poppy has everything she should want, but she’s stuck in a rut. When
someone asks when she was last truly happy, she knows, without a doubt, it was on that illfated, final trip with Alex. And so, she decides to convince her best friend to take one more
vacation together—lay everything on the table, make it all right. Miraculously, he agrees. Now
she has a week to fix everything. If only she can get around the one big truth that has always
stood quietly in the middle of their seemingly perfect relationship. What could possibly go
wrong?
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From the first European contact with indigenous peoples to today’s debate over immigration,
the question of who is American has been at the heart of our national story. Ben Railton’s
insightful exploration of this question throughout our history will help readers understand the
current debate over national identity and immigration.
A landmark exposé and “deeply engaging legal history” of one of the most successful, yet
least known, civil rights movements in American history (Washington Post). In a revelatory
work praised as “excellent and timely” (New York Times Book Review, front page), Adam
Winkler, author of Gunfight, once again makes sense of our fraught constitutional history in this
incisive portrait of how American businesses seized political power, won “equal rights,” and
transformed the Constitution to serve big business. Uncovering the deep roots of Citizens
United, he repositions that controversial 2010 Supreme Court decision as the capstone of a
centuries-old battle for corporate personhood. “Tackling a topic that ought to be at the heart of
political debate” (Economist), Winkler surveys more than four hundred years of diverse
cases—and the contributions of such legendary legal figures as Daniel Webster, Roger Taney,
Lewis Powell, and even Thurgood Marshall—to reveal that “the history of corporate rights is
replete with ironies” (Wall Street Journal). We the Corporations is an uncompromising work of
history to be read for years to come.
An illustrated history of the United States Capitol building, with a view of the legislators at work.
"The Civil Rights Revolution carries Bruce Ackerman's sweeping reinterpretation of
constitutional history into the era beginning with Brown v. Board of Education. From Rosa
Parks’s courageous defiance, to Martin Luther King’s resounding cadences in “I Have a
Dream,” to Lyndon Johnson’s leadership of Congress, to the Supreme Court’s decisions
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redefining the meaning of equality, the movement to end racial discrimination decisively
changed our understanding of the Constitution. “The Civil Rights Act turns 50 this year, and a
wave of fine books accompanies the semicentennial. Ackerman’s is the most ambitious; it is
the third volume in an ongoing series on American constitutional history called We the People.
A professor of law and political science at Yale, Ackerman likens the act to a constitutional
amendment in its significance to the country’s legal development.” —Michael O’Donnell, The
Atlantic “Ackerman weaves political theory with historical detail, explaining how the civil rights
movement evolved from revolution to mass movement and then to statutory law...This
fascinating book takes a new look at a much-covered topic.” —Becky Kennedy, Library Journal"

Social scientist Charles Murray shows us why we can no longer hope to roll back
the power of the federal government through the normal political process. Murray
describes how civil disobedience backstopped by legal defense funds can make
large portions of the 180,000-page Federal Code of Regulations unenforceable,
through a targeted program that identifies regulations that arbitrarily and
capriciously tell us what to do.
Presents an illustrated version of the preamble to the Constitution of the United
States.
An award-winning novel in stories surrounding a young, half-white, half-Puerto
Rican boy grappling with life, love, and identity as he comes of age. In this
groundbreaking debut, Justin Torres plunges us into the chaotic heart of one
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family, the intense bonds of three brothers, and the mythic effects of this fierce
love on the people we must become. NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE “A
tremendously gifted writer whose highly personal voice should excite us in much
the same way that Raymond Carver’s or Jeffrey Eugenides’s voice did when we
first heard it.” —Washington Post “We the Animals is a dark jewel of a book. It’s
heartbreaking. It’s beautiful. It resembles no other book I’ve read.”—Michael
Cunningham “A miracle in concentrated pages, you are going to read it again
and again.”—Dorothy Allison “Rumbles with lyric dynamite…Torres is a savage
new talent.”—Benjamin Percy, Esquire “A fiery ode to boyhood…A welterweight
champ of a book.”—NPR, Weekend Edition “A novel so honest, poetic, and tough
that it makes you reexamine what it means to love and to hurt.”—O, The Oprah
Magazine “The communal howl of three young brothers sustains this sprint of a
novel…A kind of incantation.”—The New Yorker
Dear Reader, Many people have wondered why I’ve been speaking out on
controversial issues for the last few years. They say I’ve never held political
office. I’m not a constitutional scholar. I’m not even a lawyer. All I can say to that
is “Guilty as charged.” It’s true that I’ve never voted for a budget America could
not afford. I’ve never raised anyone’s taxes. And I’ve never promised a lobbyist
anything in exchange for a donation. Luckily, none of that really matters. Our
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founding fathers didn’t want a permanent governing class of professional
politicians. They wanted a republic, in Lincoln’s words, "of the people, by the
people, and for the people." A country where any farmer, small-business owner,
manual laborer, or doctor could speak up and make a difference. I believe that
making a difference starts with understanding our amazing founding document,
the U.S. Constitution. And as someone who has performed brain surgery
thousands of times, I can assure you that the Constitution isn’t brain surgery.
The founders wrote it for ordinary men and women, in clear, precise, simple
language. They intentionally made it short enough to read in a single sitting and
to carry in your pocket. I wrote this book to encourage every citizen to read and
think about the Constitution, and to help defend it from those who misinterpret
and undermine it. In our age of political correctness it’s especially important to
defend the Bill of Rights, which guarantees our freedom to speak, bear arms,
practice our religion, and much more. The Constitution isn’t history—it’s about
your life in America today. And defending it is about what kind of country our
children and grandchildren will inherit. I hope you’ll enjoy learning about the
fascinating ways that the founders established the greatest democracy in
history—and the ways that recent presidents, congresses, and courts have
threatened that democracy. As the Preamble says, the purpose of the
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Constitution is to create a more perfect union. My goal is to empower you to help
protect that union and secure the blessings of liberty. Sincerely, Ben Carson
Not content to accept the news as reported, grassroots journalists are publishing
in real time to a worldwide audience via the Internet. The impact of their work is
just beginning to be felt by professional journalists and the newsmakers they
cover. Dan Gillmor tells the story of this phenomenon.
Philadelphia’s progressive district attorney offers an inspiring vision of how
people can take back power to reform criminal justice, based on lessons from a
life’s work as an advocate for the accused. “Larry Krasner is at the forefront of a
movement to disrupt a system. This is a story that needs to be read by
millions.”—Bryan Stevenson, author of Just Mercy Larry Krasner spent thirty
years learning about America’s carceral system as a civil rights and criminal
defense lawyer in Philadelphia, working to get some kind of justice for his clients
in a broken system, before deciding that the way to truly transform the system
was to get inside of it. So he launched an unlikely campaign to become the
district attorney of Philadelphia, a city known for its long line of notorious “tough
on crime” DAs who had turned Philly into a city with one of the highest rates of
incarceration in the country. Despite long odds and derisive opposition from the
police union and other forces of the status quo, Krasner laid out a simple case for
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radical reform and won the November 2017 general election by a margin of
nearly 50 percent. For the People is not just a story about Krasner’s remarkable
early life as a defense lawyer and his innovative grassroots campaign; it’s also a
larger exploration of how power and injustice conspired to create a carceral state
unprecedented in the world. Readers follow Krasner’s lifelong journey through
the streets and courtrooms and election precincts of one American city all the
way up to his swearing-in ceremony to see how our system of injustice was
built—and how we might dismantle it. In the tradition of powerful critiques of the
criminal justice system, from Bryan Stevenson’s Just Mercy to Michelle
Alexander’s The New Jim Crow, For the People makes the compelling case that
transforming criminal justice is the most important civil rights movement of our
time and can only be achieved if we’re willing to fight for the power to make a
change.
"In We the People, renown journalist, Fox political analyst, and bestselling author
Juan Williams examines the lives of the men and women in the 20th century who
have extended the Founding Fathers' original vision of the country and reshaped
what America is"-In America’s Constitution, one of this era’s most accomplished constitutional law scholars,
Akhil Reed Amar, gives the first comprehensive account of one of the world’s great political
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texts. Incisive, entertaining, and occasionally controversial, this “biography” of America’s
framing document explains not only what the Constitution says but also why the Constitution
says it. We all know this much: the Constitution is neither immutable nor perfect. Amar shows
us how the story of this one relatively compact document reflects the story of America more
generally. (For example, much of the Constitution, including the glorious-sounding “We the
People,” was lifted from existing American legal texts, including early state constitutions.) In
short, the Constitution was as much a product of its environment as it was a product of its
individual creators’ inspired genius. Despite the Constitution’s flaws, its role in guiding our
republic has been nothing short of amazing. Skillfully placing the document in the context of
late-eighteenth-century American politics, America’s Constitution explains, for instance,
whether there is anything in the Constitution that is unamendable; the reason America adopted
an electoral college; why a president must be at least thirty-five years old; and why–for now, at
least–only those citizens who were born under the American flag can become president. From
his unique perspective, Amar also gives us unconventional wisdom about the Constitution and
its significance throughout the nation’s history. For one thing, we see that the Constitution has
been far more democratic than is conventionally understood. Even though the document was
drafted by white landholders, a remarkably large number of citizens (by the standards of 1787)
were allowed to vote up or down on it, and the document’s later amendments eventually
extended the vote to virtually all Americans. We also learn that the Founders’ Constitution was
far more slavocratic than many would acknowledge: the “three fifths” clause gave the South
extra political clout for every slave it owned or acquired. As a result, slaveholding Virginians
held the presidency all but four of the Republic’s first thirty-six years, and proslavery forces
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eventually came to dominate much of the federal government prior to Lincoln’s election.
Ambitious, even-handed, eminently accessible, and often surprising, America’s Constitution is
an indispensable work, bound to become a standard reference for any student of history and
all citizens of the United States.
Recounts the evolution of our Constitution from the Constitutional Convention in 1787 and
discusses the changes that have come about in the ensuing 200 years.
Bruce Ackerman offers a sweeping reinterpretation of our nation’s constitutional experience
and its promise for the future. Integrating themes from American history, political science, and
philosophy, We the People confronts the past, present, and future of popular sovereignty in
America. Only this distinguished scholar could present such an insightful view of the role of the
Supreme Court. Rejecting arguments of judicial activists, proceduralists, and
neoconservatives, Ackerman proposes a new model of judicial interpretation that would
synthesize the constitutional contributions of many generations into a coherent whole. The
author ranges from examining the origins of the dualist tradition in the Federalist Papers to
reflecting upon recent, historic constitutional decisions. The latest revolutions in civil rights, and
the right to privacy, are integrated into the fabric of constitutionalism. Today’s Constitution can
best be seen as the product of three great exercises in popular sovereignty, led by the
Founding Federalists in the 1780s, the Reconstruction Republicans in the 1860s, and the New
Deal Democrats in the 1930s. Ackerman examines the roles played during each of these
periods by the Congress, the Presidency, and the Supreme Court. He shows that Americans
have built a distinctive type of constitutional democracy, unlike any prevailing in Europe. It is a
dualist democracy, characterized by its continuing effort to distinguish between two kinds of
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politics: normal politics, in which organized interest groups try to influence democratically
elected representatives; and constitutional politics, in which the mass of citizens mobilize to
debate matters of fundamental principle. Although American history is dominated by normal
politics, our tradition places a higher value on mobilized efforts to gain the consent of the
people to new governing principles. In a dualist democracy, the rare triumphs of constitutional
politics determine the course of normal politics. More than a decade in the making, and the first
of three volumes, this compelling book speaks to all who seek to renew and redefine our civic
commitments in the decades ahead.
The forms of liberal government that emerged after World War II are in the midst of a profound
crisis. In I Am the People, Partha Chatterjee reconsiders the concept of popular sovereignty in
order to explain today’s dramatic outburst of movements claiming to speak for “the people.”
To uncover the roots of populism, Chatterjee traces the twentieth-century trajectory of the
welfare state and neoliberal reforms. Mobilizing ideals of popular sovereignty and the
emotional appeal of nationalism, anticolonial movements ushered in a world of nation-states
while liberal democracies in Europe guaranteed social rights to their citizens. But as neoliberal
techniques shrank the scope of government, politics gave way to technical administration by
experts. Once the state could no longer claim an emotional bond with the people, the ruling
bloc lost the consent of the governed. To fill the void, a proliferation of populist leaders have
mobilized disaffected groups into a battle that they define as the authentic people against
entrenched oligarchy. Once politics enters a spiral of competitive populism, Chatterjee
cautions, there is no easy return to pristine liberalism. Only a counter-hegemonic social force
that challenges global capital and facilitates the equal participation of all peoples in democratic
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governance can achieve significant transformation. Drawing on thinkers such as Antonio
Gramsci, Michel Foucault, and Ernesto Laclau and with a particular focus on the history of
populism in India, I Am the People is a sweeping, theoretically rich account of the origins of
today’s tempests.
New York Times Bestseller In the most ambitious one-volume American history in decades,
award-winning historian and New Yorker writer Jill Lepore offers a magisterial account of the
origins and rise of a divided nation, an urgently needed reckoning with the beauty and tragedy
of American history. Written in elegiac prose, Lepore’s groundbreaking investigation places
truth itself—a devotion to facts, proof, and evidence—at the center of the nation’s history. The
American experiment rests on three ideas—"these truths," Jefferson called them—political
equality, natural rights, and the sovereignty of the people. And it rests, too, on a fearless
dedication to inquiry, Lepore argues, because self-government depends on it. But has the
nation, and democracy itself, delivered on that promise? These Truths tells this uniquely
American story, beginning in 1492, asking whether the course of events over more than five
centuries has proven the nation’s truths, or belied them. To answer that question, Lepore
traces the intertwined histories of American politics, law, journalism, and technology, from the
colonial town meeting to the nineteenth-century party machine, from talk radio to twenty-firstcentury Internet polls, from Magna Carta to the Patriot Act, from the printing press to Facebook
News. Along the way, Lepore’s sovereign chronicle is filled with arresting sketches of both wellknown and lesser-known Americans, from a parade of presidents and a rogues’ gallery of
political mischief makers to the intrepid leaders of protest movements, including Frederick
Douglass, the famed abolitionist orator; William Jennings Bryan, the three-time presidential
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candidate and ultimately tragic populist; Pauli Murray, the visionary civil rights strategist; and
Phyllis Schlafly, the uncredited architect of modern conservatism. Americans are descended
from slaves and slave owners, from conquerors and the conquered, from immigrants and from
people who have fought to end immigration. "A nation born in contradiction will fight forever
over the meaning of its history," Lepore writes, but engaging in that struggle by studying the
past is part of the work of citizenship. "The past is an inheritance, a gift and a burden," These
Truths observes. "It can’t be shirked. There’s nothing for it but to get to know it."
Ayn Rand's first published novel, a timeless story that explores the struggles of the individual
against the state in Soviet Russia. First published in 1936, We the Living portrays the impact of
the Russian Revolution on three human beings who demand the right to live their own lives
and pursue their own happiness. It tells of a young woman’s passionate love, held like a
fortress against the corrupting evil of a totalitarian state. We the Living is not a story of politics,
but of the men and women who have to struggle for existence behind the Red banners and
slogans. It is a picture of what those slogans do to human beings. What happens to the defiant
ones? What happens to those who succumb? Against a vivid panorama of political revolution
and personal revolt, Ayn Rand shows what the theory of socialism means in practice. Includes
an Introduction and Afterword by Ayn Rand’s Philosophical Heir, Leonard Peikoff
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