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The Tragedy Of Templars Rise And Fall Crusader
States Michael Haag
A “fascinating” look at what students in Russia, France, Iran, and other nations are
taught about America (The New York Times Book Review). This “timely and important”
book (History News Network) gives us a glimpse into classrooms across the globe,
where opinions about the United States are first formed. History Lessons includes
selections from textbooks and teaching materials used in Russia, France, Iran, Saudi
Arabia, Cuba, Canada, and others, covering such events as the American Revolution,
the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Iran hostage crisis, and the Korean War—providing some
alternative viewpoints on the history of the United States from the time of the Viking
explorers to the post-Cold War era. By juxtaposing starkly contrasting versions of the
historical events we take for granted, History Lessons affords us a sometimes hilarious,
often sobering look at what the world thinks about America’s past. “A brilliant idea.”
—Foreign Affairs
“Dan Jones is an entertainer, but also a bona fide historian. Seldom does one find
serious scholarship so easy to read.” – The Times, Book of the Year A New York
Times bestseller, this major new history of the knights Templar is “a fresh, muscular
and compelling history of the ultimate military-religious crusading order, combining
sensible scholarship with narrative swagger" – Simon Sebag Montefiore, author of
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Jerusalem A faltering war in the middle east. A band of elite warriors determined to fight
to the death to protect Christianity’s holiest sites. A global financial network
unaccountable to any government. A sinister plot founded on a web of lies. Jerusalem
1119. A small group of knights seeking a purpose in the violent aftermath of the First
Crusade decides to set up a new order. These are the first Knights Templar, a band of
elite warriors prepared to give their lives to protect Christian pilgrims to the Holy Land.
Over the next two hundred years, the Templars would become the most powerful
religious order of the medieval world. Their legend has inspired fervent speculation ever
since. In this groundbreaking narrative history, Dan Jones tells the true story of the
Templars for the first time in a generation, drawing on extensive original sources to
build a gripping account of these Christian holy warriors whose heroism and alleged
depravity have been shrouded in myth. The Templars were protected by the pope and
sworn to strict vows of celibacy. They fought the forces of Islam in hand-to-hand
combat on the sun-baked hills where Jesus lived and died, finding their nemesis in
Saladin, who vowed to drive all Christians from the lands of Islam. Experts at
channeling money across borders, they established the medieval world’s largest and
most innovative banking network and waged private wars against anyone who
threatened their interests. Then, as they faced setbacks at the hands of the ruthless
Mamluk sultan Baybars and were forced to retreat to their stronghold in Cyprus, a
vindictive and cash-strapped King of France set his sights on their fortune. His
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administrators quietly mounted a damning case against the Templars, built on
deliberate lies and false testimony. On Friday October 13, 1307, hundreds of brothers
were arrested, imprisoned and tortured, and the order was disbanded amid lurid
accusations of sexual misconduct and heresy. They were tried by the Pope in secret
proceedings and their last master was brutally tortured and burned at the stake. But
were they heretics or victims of a ruthlessly repressive state? Dan Jones goes back to
the sources tobring their dramatic tale, so relevant to our own times, to life in a book
that is at once authoritative and compulsively readable.
The definitive work on Stalin's purges, the author's The Great Terror was universally
acclaimed when it first appeared in 1968. It was "hailed as the only scrupulous,
nonpartisan, and adequate book on the subject". And in recent years it has received
equally high praise in the Soviet Union, where it is now considered the authority on the
period, and has been serialized in Neva, one of their leading periodicals. Of course,
when the author wrote the original volume two decades ago, he relied heavily on
unofficial sources. Now, with the advent of glasnost, an avalanche of new material is
available, and he has mined this enormous cache to write a substantially new edition of
his classic work. It is remarkable how many of the most disturbing conclusions have
born up under the light of fresh evidence. But the author has added enormously to the
detail, including hitherto secret information on the three great "Moscow Trials," on the
fate of the executed generals, on the methods of obtaining confessions, on the purge of
Page 3/23

File Type PDF The Tragedy Of Templars Rise And Fall Crusader States
Michael Haag
writers and other members of the intelligentsia, on life in the labor camps, and many
other key matters. Both a leading Sovietologist and a highly respected poet, the author
blends research with prose, providing not only an authoritative account of Stalin's
purges, but also a compelling chronicle of one of this century's most tragic events. A
timely revision of a book long out of print, this is the updated version of the author's
original work.
The definitive account of history's most infamous trial, following the doomed Order of
the Knights Templar from scandal to suppression. The trial of the Knights Templar is
one of the most infamous in history. Accused of heresy by the king of France, the
Templars were arrested and imprisoned, had their goods seized and their monasteries
ransacked. Under brutal interrogation and torture, many made shocking confessions:
denial of Christ, desecration of the Cross, sex acts, and more. This narrative follows the
everyday reality of the trial, from the early days of scandal and scheming in 1305, via
torture, imprisonment and the dissolution of the order, to 1314, when leaders Jacques
de Molay and Geoffroy de Charnay were burned at the stake. Through first-hand
testimony and written records of the interrogations of 231 French Templars, this book
illuminates the stories of hundreds of ordinary members, some of whom testified at the
trial, as well as the many others who denied the charges or retracted their confessions.
This is a deeply researched and immersive account that gives a striking vision of the
relentless persecution, and the oft-underestimated resistance, of the once-mighty
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Knights Templar.
The Crusades is an authoritative, accessible single-volume history of the brutal struggle
for the Holy Land in the Middle Ages. Thomas Asbridge—a renowned historian who
writes with “maximum vividness” (Joan Acocella, The New Yorker)—covers the years
1095 to 1291 in this big, ambitious, readable account of one of the most fascinating
periods in history. From Richard the Lionheart to the mighty Saladin, from the emperors
of Byzantium to the Knights Templar, Asbridge’s book is a magnificent epic of Holy
War between the Christian and Islamic worlds, full of adventure, intrigue, and sweeping
grandeur.
The Durrell family are immortalised in Gerald Durrell's My Family and Other Animals
and its ITV adaptation, The Durrells. But what of the real life Durrells? Why did they go
to Corfu in the first place - and what happened to them after they left? The real story of
the Durrells is as surprising and fascinating as anything in Gerry's books, and Michael
Haag, with his first hand knowledge of the family, is the ideal narrator, drawing on
diaries, letters and unpublished autobiographical fragments. The Durrells of Corfu
describes the family's upbringing in India and the crisis that brought them to England
and then Greece. It recalls the genuine characters they encountered on Corfu Theodore the biologist, the taxi driver Spiro Halikiopoulos and the prisoner Kosti - as
well as the visit of American writer Henry Miller. And Haag has unearthed the story of
how the Durrells left Corfu, including Margo's and Larry's last-minute escapes before
Page 5/23

File Type PDF The Tragedy Of Templars Rise And Fall Crusader States
Michael Haag
the War. An extended epilogue looks at the emergence of Larry as a world famous
novelist, and Gerry as a naturalist and champion of endangered species, as well as the
lives of the rest of the family, their friends and other animals. The book is illustrated with
family photos from the Gerald Durrell Archive, many of them reproduced here for the
first time.
-The only way to bring down the Sith's most dangerous warrior may be to join forces
with the dark side---Page 4 of cover.
Explores the rise and fall of the Templars against the backdrop of the Crusader ideal
and their settlement venture in Outremer.
'Wonderfully written and characteristically brilliant' Peter Frankopan, author of The Silk Roads
'Elegant, readable ... an impressive synthesis ... Not many historians could have done it' Jonathan Sumption, Spectator 'Tyerman's book is fascinating not just for what it has to tell us
about the Crusades, but for the mirror it holds up to today's religious extremism' - Tom Holland,
Spectator Thousands left their homelands in the Middle Ages to fight wars abroad. But how did
the Crusades actually happen? From recruitment propaganda to raising money, ships to siege
engines, medicine to the power of prayer, this vivid, surprising history shows holy war - and
medieval society - in a new light.
"Altogether superb; a worthy memorial to the victims of two and a half centuries past."--Kirkus
Reviews, starred review In 1755, New England troops embarked on a "great and noble
scheme" to expel 18,000 French-speaking Acadians ("the neutral French") from Nova Scotia,
killing thousands, separating innumerable families, and driving many into forests where they
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waged a desperate guerrilla resistance. The right of neutrality; to live in peace from the
imperial wars waged between France and England; had been one of the founding values of
Acadia; its settlers traded and intermarried freely with native Mikmaq Indians and English
Protestants alike. But the Acadians' refusal to swear unconditional allegiance to the British
Crown in the mid-eighteenth century gave New Englanders, who had long coveted Nova
Scotia's fertile farmland, pretense enough to launch a campaign of ethnic cleansing on a
massive scale. John Mack Faragher draws on original research to weave 150 years of history
into a gripping narrative of both the civilization of Acadia and the British plot to destroy it.
A shotgun misfires inside the American Fur Company store in Northern Michigan, and Alexis
St. Martin's death appears imminent. It's 1822, and, as the leaders of Mackinac Island examine
St. Martin's shot-riddled torso, they decide not to incur a single expense on behalf of the
indentured fur trapper. They even go so far as to dismiss the attention of U.S. Army Assistant
Surgeon William Beaumont, the frontier fort's only doctor. Beaumont ignores the orders and
saves the young man's life. What neither the doctor nor his patient understands—yet—is that
even as Beaumont's care of St. Martin continues for decades, the motives and merits of his
attention are far from clear. In fact, for what he does to his patient, Beaumont will eventually
stand trial and be judged. Rooted deeply in historic fact, Open Woundartfully fictionalizes the
complex, lifelong relationship between Beaumont and his illiterate French Canadian patient.
The young trapper's injury never completely heals, leaving a hole into his stomach that the
curious doctor uses as a window to understand the mysteries of digestion. Eager to rise up
from his humble origins and self-conscious that his medical training occurred as an apprentice
to a rural physician rather than at an elite university, Beaumont seizes the opportunity to
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experiment upon his patient's stomach in order to write a book that he hopes will establish his
legitimacy and secure his prosperity. As Jason Karlawish portrays him, Beaumont, always
growing hungrier for more wealth and more prestige, personifies the best and worst aspects of
American ambition and power.
From the critically acclaimed New York Times bestselling author Sharon Kay Penman comes
the story of the reign of King Baldwin IV and the Kingdom of Jerusalem's defense against
Saladin's famous army. The Kingdom of Jerusalem, also known as Outremer, is the land far
beyond the sea. Baptized in blood when the men of the First Crusade captured Jerusalem from
the Saracens in the early twelfth century, the kingdom defined an utterly new world, a land of
blazing heat and a medley of cultures, a place where enemies were neighbors and neighbors
became enemies. At the helm of this growing kingdom sits young Baldwin IV, an intelligent and
courageous boy committed to the welfare and protection of his people. But despite Baldwin's
dedication to his land, he is afflicted with leprosy at an early age and the threats against his
power and his health nearly outweigh the risk of battle. As political deception scours the halls
of the royal court, the Muslim army--led by the first sultan of Egypt and Syria, Saladin--is never
far from the kingdom's doorstep, and there are only a handful Baldwin can trust, including the
archbishop William of Tyre and Lord Balian d'Ibelin, a charismatic leader who has been one of
the few able to maintain the peace. Filled with drama and battle, tragedy and romance, Sharon
Kay Penman's latest novel brings a definitive period of history vividly alive with a tale of power
and glory that will resonate with readers today.
Night trains have long fascinated us with the possibilities of their private sleeping
compartments, gilded dining cars, champagne bars and wealthy travellers. Authors from
Page 8/23

File Type PDF The Tragedy Of Templars Rise And Fall Crusader States
Michael Haag
Agatha Christie to Graham Greene have used night trains to tell tales of romance, intrigue and
decadence against a rolling background of dramatic landscapes. The reality could often be as
thrilling: early British travellers on the Orient Express were advised to carry a revolver (as well
as a teapot). In Night Trains, Andrew Martin attempts to relive the golden age of the great
European sleeper trains by using their modern-day equivalents. This is no simple matter. The
night trains have fallen on hard times, and the services are disappearing one by one. But if the
Orient Express experience can only be recreated by taking three separate sleepers, the
intriguing characters and exotic atmospheres have survived. Whether the backdrop is 3am at a
Turkish customs post, the sun rising over the Riviera, or the constant twilight of a Norwegian
summer night, Martin rediscovers the pleasures of a continent connected by rail. By tracing the
history of the sleeper trains, he reveals much of the recent history of Europe itself. The original
sleepers helped break down national barriers and unify the continent. Martin uncovers modern
instances of European unity - and otherwise - as he traverses the continent during 'interesting
times', with Brexit looming. Against this tumultuous backdrop, he experiences his own smaller
dramas, as he fails to find crucial connecting stations, ponders the mystery of the compartment
dog, and becomes embroiled in his very own night train whodunit.
An all-inclusive guide to key concepts and details about Dan Brown’s novel Inferno—featuring
black-and-white illustrations. Go deep into the provocative and always compelling world of Dan
Brown’s novel, Inferno. Delivering crucial background on the characters, codes, symbols,
secrets, and setting of the novel, Inferno Decoded also offers a wealth of fascinating details
about the historical and cultural background and the questions it raises. As in Michael Haag’s
previous bestseller, The Rough Guide to The Da Vinci Code, the author illuminates the life and
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work of Dante Alighieri and the world of medieval Florence. Also included: an overview of
Dante and his work, along with the other themes of Brown’s thriller; a guide to its sources and
Tuscan locations; and a look back at the earlier career of Brown’s hero, Harvard Professor of
Symbology, Robert Langdon.
A major new history of the Crusades with an unprecedented wide scope, told in a tableau of
portraits of people on all sides of the wars, from the author of Powers and Thrones. For more
than one thousand years, Christians and Muslims lived side by side, sometimes at peace and
sometimes at war. When Christian armies seized Jerusalem in 1099, they began the most
notorious period of conflict between the two religions. Depending on who you ask, the fall of
the holy city was either an inspiring legend or the greatest of horrors. In Crusaders, Dan Jones
interrogates the many sides of the larger story, charting a deeply human and avowedly pluralist
path through the crusading era. Expanding the usual timeframe, Jones looks to the roots of
Christian-Muslim relations in the eighth century and tracks the influence of crusading to
present day. He widens the geographical focus to far-flung regions home to so-called enemies
of the Church, including Spain, North Africa, southern France, and the Baltic states. By telling
intimate stories of individual journeys, Jones illuminates these centuries of war not only from
the perspective of popes and kings, but from Arab-Sicilian poets, Byzantine princesses, Sunni
scholars, Shi'ite viziers, Mamluk slave soldiers, Mongol chieftains, and barefoot friars.
Crusading remains a rallying call to this day, but its role in the popular imagination ignores the
cooperation and complicated coexistence that were just as much a feature of the period as
warfare. The age-old relationships between faith, conquest, wealth, power, and trade meant
that crusading was not only about fighting for the glory of God, but also, among other earthly
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reasons, about gold. In this richly dramatic narrative that gives voice to sources usually pushed
to the margins, Dan Jones has written an authoritative survey of the holy wars with global
scope and human focus.
The New York Times bestseller, from the author of Powers and Thrones, that tells the story of
Britain’s greatest and worst dynasty—“a real-life Game of Thrones” (The Wall Street Journal)
The first Plantagenet kings inherited a blood-soaked realm from the Normans and transformed
it into an empire that stretched at its peak from Scotland to Jerusalem. In this epic narrative
history of courage, treachery, ambition, and deception, Dan Jones resurrects the unruly royal
dynasty that preceded the Tudors. They produced England’s best and worst kings: Henry II
and his wife Eleanor of Aquitaine, twice a queen and the most famous woman in Christendom;
their son Richard the Lionheart, who fought Saladin in the Third Crusade; and his conniving
brother King John, who was forced to grant his people new rights under the Magna Carta, the
basis for our own bill of rights. Combining the latest academic research with a gift for
storytelling, Jones vividly recreates the great battles of Bannockburn, Crécy, and Sluys and
reveals how the maligned kings Edward II and Richard II met their downfalls. This is the era of
chivalry and the Black Death, the Knights Templar, the founding of parliament, and the
Hundred Years’ War, when England’s national identity was forged by the sword.
The Tragedy of the TemplarsThe Rise and Fall of the Crusader StatesHarper Paperbacks
From Michael Haag, bestselling author of The Templars: The History and the Myth, comes The
Tragedy of the Templars, an exciting new look at the rise of Templar power and the saga of
their destruction. Founded on Christmas Day 1119 in Jerusalem, the Knights Templar was a
religious order dedicated to defending the Holy Land and its Christian pilgrims in the decades
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after the First Crusade. Legendary for their bravery and dedication, the Templars became one
of the wealthiest and most powerful bodies of the medieval world—and the chief defenders of
Christian society against growing Muslim forces. In The Tragedy of the Templars: The Rise
and Fall of the Crusader States, Haag masterfully details the conflicts and betrayals that sent
this faction of powerful knights spiraling from domination to condemnation. This stirring and
thoroughly researched work of historical investigation includes maps and full-color photographs
of important cultural sites, many of which doubled as battlefields during the Crusades.
The Knights Templar, a mysterious fraternity of warrior monks, pledged their swords to defend
pilgrims to the Holy Land from the bandits and marauders of the roads. Patronised by the
artistocracy, the Templars soon evolved into a formidable army and were the vanguard of the
ongoing Crusades. They were widely acclaimed for their boldness and tenacity, showered with
gifts by Catholic nobles and granted special privileges by admiring Popes. Even after the
failure of the Crusades, the Templars remained one of teh dominant forces in Christendom
with political power to rival kings...until with shocking speed they were brought down by
accusations of blasphemous crimes. With confessions tortured out of them by the Inquisition,
many knights were burnt as heretics, and the Order was disbanded by the Pope. What really
happened behind the closed doors of the Templars' preceptories? Was there truth in the
rumours of secret rituals conducted in the dead of the night? Did heretical depravity and Devidworship truly exist within the illustrious brotherhood? Why is their name associated today with
the Freemasons? In this lively and authoritative account, historian Gordon Napier unravels the
many mysteries that surround the Knights Templar and their sudden fall from grace.
• An examination of the interactions of the Christian Knights Templar and their Muslim
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counterparts, the Assassins, and of the profound changes in Western society that resulted. •
Restores the reputation of the secret Muslim order of the Assassins, disparaged as the world's
first terrorist group. • Dispels many myths about the Knights Templar and provides the most
incisive portrait of them to date. A thousand years ago Christian battled Muslim for possession
of a strip of land upon which both their religions were founded. These Crusades changed the
course of Western history, but less known is the fact that they also were the meeting ground
for two legendary secret societies: The Knights Templar and their Muslim counterparts, the
Assassins. In The Templars and the Assassins: The Militia of Heaven, occult scholar and
secret society member James Wasserman provides compelling evidence that the interaction of
the Knights Templar and the Assassins in the Holy Land transformed the Templars from the
Pope's private army into a true occult society, from which they would sow the seeds of the
Renaissance and the Western Mystery Tradition. Both orders were destroyed as heretical
some seven hundred years ago, but Templar survivors are believed to have carried the secret
teachings of the East into an occult underground, from which sprang both Rosicrucianism and
Masonry. Assassin survivors, known as Nizari Ismailis, flourish to this day under the spiritual
leadership of the Aga Khan. Wasserman strips the myths from both groups and penetrates to
the heart of their enlightened beliefs and rigorous practices, delivering the most probing picture
yet of these holy warriors.
An order of warrior monks founded after the First Crusade to protect pilgrims to Jerusalem, the
Templars developed into one of the wealthiest and most powerful bodies in the medieval world.
Yet two centuries later, the Knights were suddenly arrested and accused of blasphemy, heresy
and orgies, their order was abolished, and their leaders burnt at the stake. Their dramatic end
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shocked their contemporaries and has gripped peoples' imaginations ever since.This new book
explains the whole context of Templar history, including, for the first time, the new evidence
discovered by the Vatican that the Templars were not guilty of heresy. It covers the whole
swathe of Templar history, from its origins in the mysteries of Solomon's Temple in Jerusalem
through to the nineteenth century development of the Freemasons. The book also features a
guide to Templar castles and sites, and coverage of the Templars in books, movies and
popular culture, from Indiana Jones to the Xbox360 game Assassin's Creed.
"This series is one of the best "historical" vampire series I've read." -- Bitten by Books Daumia
Velde will be paying for his brother's death for the rest of his life. Not because he is guilty, but
because those who are guilty need a scapegoat. Daumia would be dead himself were it not for
the assistance of Sunaria, a mysterious woman appearing in the nick of time from the ghostly
night of the graveyard. After years of serving the corrupt Roelle at his ranch in Spain, Daumia
at last begins to think of his freedom - of paying back the men who accused him and finding a
way to rise in the world. What he cannot foresee is the extent of his danger or the depth of the
depravity of those who would hide their own crimes behind his ignorance. Freeing himself from
their deceptions may take more than Daumia is prepared to give. It may, in fact, require his
very life. In this sweeping saga of betrayal and corruption in 15th century Spain, VMK Fewings
introduces us to her epic Stone Masters Vampire Series. This is the story of the man who
would become one of the most powerful vampires in history. Behind the legendary Orpheus is
the history of a conflicted man fighting for his place in the world - and before that, a young boy
who was not meant to survive the graveyard.
'O day so ardently desired! O time of times the most memorable! O deed before all other
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deeds!' The fall of Jerusalem in the summer of 1099 to an exhausted and starving army of
Western European soldiers was one of the most extraordinary events of the Middle Ages.It
was both the climax of a great wave of visionary Christian fervour and the beginning of what
proved to be a futile and abortive attempt to implant a new European kingdom in an
overwhelmingly Muslim world.The legacy of these events continues to be argued over more
than nine centuries later.This remarkable collection of first-hand accounts brings to life the First
Crusade in all its cruelty and strangeness.
An order of warrior monks founded to protect pilgrims to Jerusalem, the Templars were among
the wealthiest and most powerful bodies in the medieval world. Yet two centuries later, they
were arrested, accused of blasphemy, heresy and orgies, and their leaders were burnt at the
stake. Part guide, part history, this book investigates the Templar legends and legacy - from
the mysteries of Solomon's Temple in Jerusalem, via nineteenth century development of the
Freemasons, through to Templar appearances in Dan Brown and Indiana Jones. This book
explains the whole context of Templar history, including the recent evidence discovered by the
Vatican that the Templars were not guilty of heresy. It also features a guide to Templar castles
and sites.

It is said that Rosslyn Chapel is the last resting place of the Holy Grail and that
the fabulous treasure is buried in its secret vaults. This text is the story of this
mysterious chapel in Scotland, taking the reader on a voyage of discovery.
Mary Magdalene is a larger figure than any text, larger than the Bible or the
Church; she has taken on a life of her own. She has been portrayed as a penitent
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whore, a wealthy woman, Christ's wife, an adulteress, a symbol of the frailty of
women and an object of veneration. And, to this day, she remains a potent and
mysterious figure. In the manner of a quest, this book follows Mary Magdalene
through the centuries, explores how she has been reinterpreted for every age,
and examines what she herself reveals about woman and man and the divine. It
seeks the real Mary Magdalene in the New Testament and in the Gnostic gospels
where she is extolled as the chief disciple of Christ. It investigates how and why
the Church recast her as a fallen woman, it traces her story through the
Renaissance when she became a goddess of beauty and love, and it looks at
Mary Magdalene as the feminist icon she has become today.
‘War’ is no exaggeration in discussing the bloodshed that has terrorized Mexico
in the past decades. As rival cartels battle for control of a billion-dollar drug trade,
the body count - 23,000 dead in five years - and sheer horror beggar the
imagination of journalistic witnesses. Cartel gunmen have attacked schools and
rehabilitation centers, and murdered the entire families of those who defy them.
Reformers and law enforcement officials have been gunned down within hours of
taking office. Headless corpses are dumped on streets to intimidate rivals, and
severed heads are rolled onto dancefloors as messages to would-be opponents.
And the war is creeping northward, towards the United States. El Narco is the
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story of the ultraviolent criminal organizations that have turned huge areas of
Mexico into a combat zone. It is a piercing portrait of a drug trade that turns
ordinary men into mass murderers, as well as a diagnosis of what drives the
cartels and what gives them such power. Veteran Mexico correspondent Ioan
Grillo traces the gangs from their origins as smugglers to their present status as
criminal empires. The narco cartels are a threat to the Mexican government - and
their violence has now reached as far as North Carolina. El Narco is required
reading for anyone concerned about one of the most important news stories of
the decade.
A look at the famed medieval Catholic order, with an emphasis on military
history—includes numerous illustrations. There are many books about the Knights
Templar, the medieval military order which played a key role in the crusades
against the Muslims in the Holy Land, the Iberian peninsula, and elsewhere in
Europe. What is seldom explored is the military context in which they operated.
This book focuses on how this military order prosecuted its wars. The order was
founded as a response to attacks on pilgrims in the Holy Land, and it was
involved in countless battles and sieges, always at the forefront of crusading
warfare. This absorbing study examines why they were such an important aspect
of medieval warfare on the frontiers of Christendom for nearly two hundred years.
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The author shows how they were funded and supplied, how they organized their
forces on campaign and on the battlefield, and the strategies and tactics they
employed in the various theaters of warfare in which they fought. Templar
leadership and command and control are examined, and sections cover their
battles and campaigns, fortifications, and castles.
From a master historian, the definitive account of history's first terrorists An
offshoot of the Ismaili Shi'ite sect of Islam, the Assassins were the first group to
make systematic use of murder as a political weapon. Established in Iran and
Syria in the eleventh and twelfth centuries, they aimed to overthrow the existing
Sunni order in Islam and replace it with their own. They terrorized their foes with
a series of dramatic murders of Islamic leaders, as well as of some of the
Crusaders, who brought their name and fame back to Europe.Professor Lewis
traces the history of this radical group, studying its teachings and its influence on
Muslim thought. Particularly insightful in light of the rise of the terrorist attacks in
the U.S. and in Israel, this account of the Assassins--whose name is now
synonymous with politically motivated murderers--places recent events in
historical perspective and sheds new light on the fanatic mind.
“An enriching account of the expansion of the political and cultural frontiers of the
Latin West in the central Middle Ages.”—History Today When the armies of the
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First Crusade wrested Jerusalem from control of the Fatimids of Egypt in 1099,
they believed their victory was an evident sign of God’s favor. It was, therefore,
incumbent upon them to fulfill what they understood to be God’s plan: to reestablish Christian control of Syria and Palestine. This book is devoted to the
resulting settlements, the crusader states, that developed around the eastern
shores of the Mediterranean and survived until Richard the Lionheart’s departure
in 1192. Focusing on Jerusalem, Antioch, Tripoli, and Edessa, Malcolm Barber
vividly reconstructs the crusaders’ arduous process of establishing and
protecting their settlements, and the simultaneous struggle of vanquished
inhabitants to adapt to life alongside their conquerors. Rich with colorful accounts
of major military campaigns, the book goes much deeper, exploring in detail the
culture of the crusader states—the complex indigenous inheritance, the
architecture, the political, legal, and economic institutions, the ecclesiastical
framework through which the crusaders perceived the world, the origins of the
Knights Templar and the Hospitallers, and more. With the zest of a scholar
pursuing a life-long interest, Barber presents a complete narrative and cultural
history of the crusader states while setting a new standard for the term “total
history.” A Choice Outstanding Academic Title in the Western Europe Category
“Barber is a highly distinguished scholar, whose touch is continually deft, and he
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navigates the basis of the main narrative histories with care . . . a delight to
read.”—Literary Review
The story of Constantine and Maxentius, two ambitious young men, two brilliant
generals, two friends destined to fight to the death as they strive to become
Emperor of Rome. The second instalment of the trilogy.
Throw out everything you think you know about history. Close the approved
textbooks, turn off the corporate mass media, and whatever you do, don't believe
anything you hear from the government—The Rise of the Fourth Reich reveals the
truth about American power. In this explosive new book, the legendary Jim
Marrs, author of the underground bestseller Rule by Secrecy, reveals the
frighteningly real possibility that today the United States is becoming the Fourth
Reich, the continuation of an ideology thought to have been vanquished more
than a half century ago. This concept may seem absurd to those who cannot see
past the rose-colored spin, hype, and disinformation poured out daily by the
media conglomerates—most of which are owned by the very same families and
corporations who supported the Nazis before World War II. But as Marrs
precisely explains, National Socialism never died, but rather its hideous
philosophy is alive and active in modern America. Unfortunately, most people
cannot understand the shadowy links between fascism and corporate power, the
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military, and our elected leaders. While the United States helped defeat the
Germans in World War II, we failed to defeat the Nazis. At the end of the war,
ranking Nazis, along with their young and fanatical protégés, used the loot of
Europe to create corporate front companies in many countries, including the
United States of America. Utilizing their stolen wealth, men with Nazi
backgrounds and mentalities wormed their way into corporate America, slowly
buying up and consolidating companies into giant multinational conglomerates.
Many thousands of other Nazis came to the United States under classified
programs such as Project Paperclip. They brought with them miraculous weapon
technology that helped win the space race but they also brought their insidious
Nazi philosophy within our borders. This ideology based on the authoritarian
premise that the end justifies the means—including unprovoked wars of
aggression and curtailment of individual liberties—has gained an iron hold in the
"land of the free and the home of the brave." For the first time Jim Marrs has
gathered compelling evidence that an effort has been underway for the past sixty
years to bring a form of National Socialism to modern America, creating in
essence a modern empire—or "Fourth Reich"!
In this lively and authoritative account, historian Gordon Napier unravels the
many mysteries that surround the Knights Templar and their sudden fall from
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grace.
The Holy Roman Empire lasted a thousand years, far longer than ancient Rome.
Its continuity rested on the ideal of a unified Christian civilization. As Peter Wilson
shows, the Empire tells the story of Europe better than histories of individual
nation-states, and its legacy can be seen today in debates over the nature of the
European Union.
A narrative history of the origins of Western civilization argues that Europe was
transformed in the tenth century from a continent rife with violence and ignorance
to a continent on the rise.
Do you have a real relationship with God, or do you just have a religion? Do you
know God, or do you just know about God? In How Big Is Your God? Paul
Coutinho, SJ, challenges us to grow stronger and deeper in our faith and in our
relationship with God—a God whose love knows no bounds. To help us on our
way, Coutinho introduces us to people in various world religions—from Hindu
friends to Buddhist teachers to St. Ignatius of Loyola—who have shaped his
spiritual life and made possible his deep, personal relationship with God.
A major new history of the Crusades that illuminates the strength and
sophistication of the Western and Muslim armies During the Crusades, the
Western and Muslim armies developed various highly sophisticated strategies of
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both attack and defense, which evolved during the course of the battles. In this
ambitious new work, Steve Tibble draws on a wide range of Muslim texts and
archaeological evidence as well as more commonly cited Western sources to
analyze the respective armies’ strategy, adaptation, evolution, and cultural
diversity and show just how sophisticated the Crusader armies were even by
today’s standards. In the first comprehensive account of the subject in sixty
years, Tibble takes a fresh approach to Templars, Hospitallers, and other key
Orders and makes the controversial proposition that the Crusades were driven as
much by sedentary versus nomadic tribal concerns as by religious conflict. This
fluently written, broad-ranging narrative provides a crucial missing piece in the
study of the West’s attempts to colonize the Middle East during the Middle Ages.
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