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The Men Who Ruled India Philip Mason
The dramatic true story of a celebrated young survivor of a 1919 British massacre in India, and his ferocious twenty-year campaign of
revenge that made him a hero to hundreds of millions—and spawned a classic legend. When Sir Michael O’Dwyer, the Lieutenant Governor
of Punjab, ordered Brigadier General Reginald Dyer to Amritsar, he wanted Dyer to bring the troublesome city to heel. Sir Michael had
become increasingly alarmed at the effect Gandhi was having on his province, as well as recent demonstrations, strikes, and shows of HinduMuslim unity. All these things, to Sir Michael, were a precursor to a second Indian revolt. What happened next shocked the world. An
unauthorized gathering in the Jallianwallah Bagh in Amritsar in April 1919 became the focal point for Sir Michael’s law enforcers. Dyer
marched his soldiers into the walled garden, blocking the only exit. Then, without issuing any order to disperse, he instructed his men to open
fire, turning their guns on the thickest parts of the crowd, filled with over a thousand unarmed men, women, and children. For ten minutes, the
soldiers continued firing, stopping only when they ran out of ammunition. According to legend, eighteen-year-old Sikh orphan Udham Singh
was injured in the attack, and remained surrounded by the dead and dying until he was able to move the next morning. Then, he supposedly
picked up a handful of blood-soaked earth, smeared it across his forehead, and vowed to kill the men responsible. The truth, as the author
has discovered, is more complex—but no less dramatic. Award-winning journalist Anita Anand traced Singh’s journey through Africa, the
United States, and across Europe until, in March 1940, he finally arrived in front of O’Dwyer himself in a London hall ready to shoot him
down. The Patient Assassin shines a devastating light on one of history’s most horrific events, but it reads like a taut thriller and reveals the
incredible but true story behind a legend that still endures today.
The people of India have long known that their ancestors once sailed to and settled in the Americas. They called America Patala, “The Under
World,” not because they believed it to be underground, but because the other side of the globe appeared to be straight down. Now, at last,
many mysteries about Ancient America, such as the identity of the Mexican Quetzalcoatl, the true origins of our Native-American, etc., will be
cleared up, once and for all.
A study of the characters and public careers of Englishmen who founded and developed British rule in India from 1600 to 1947
As a child, Biddu dreamt of going west and making it big as a composer. At the age of sixteen, he formed a band and started playing in a cafe
in Bangalore, his home town, At eighteen, he was part of a popular act at Trinca's, a nightclub in Calcutta devoted to food, wine and music, At
nineteen, he had college students in Bombay dancing to his music. In his early twenties, he left the country and ended up hitchhiking across
the Middle East before arriving in London with only the clothes on his back and his trusty guitar. What followed were years of hardship and
struggle but also great music and gathering fame. From the nine million selling "Kung Fu Fighting" to the iconic youth anthem of "Made in
India" and the numerous hits in between. Biddu's music made him a household name in India and elsewhere. In this first public account of all
that came his way: the people, the events,the music tours and companies Biddu writes with a gripping sense of humor about his remarkable
journey with its fairy tale ending. Charming, witty, and entirely likable, Biddu is a man you are going to enjoy getting to know.
In Two Volumes. Volume 1, The Founders Of Modern India; Volume 2, The Guardians.

‘People say that I am a quarrelsome woman...’ TARABAI, MARATHA QUEEN (1675–1761) The history of India, more often than
not, is a history of the men who were in charge. Largely forgotten are the women who, even centuries earlier, shaped the fates of
entire kingdoms. In The Women Who Ruled India, writer and researcher Archana Garodia Gupta revives 20 such powerful figures
from the archives, offering us a glimpse of their fascinating lives. Among them are Begum Samru, a courtesan who went on to
become the head of a mercenary army and the ruler of Sardhana; Didda of Kashmir, known for her keen political instinct and a
ruthlessness that spared no one; Rani Abbakka of Ullal, the fearless queen who took on Portuguese colonizers in their heyday;
and Rani Mangammal of Madurai, the famed administrator who built alliances at a time when going to war was the order of the
day. These women and others like them built roads, instituted laws and were generous patrons of the arts and sciences. Their
stories of valour and diplomacy, leadership and wit continue to inspire today. Peppered with anecdotes that showcase little-known
facets of their personalities, the accounts in this book celebrate heroic rulers who – ‘quarrelsome’ though they might have been –
were iconoclasts: unafraid to forge new paths.
An analysis of Gandhi's accomplishments as a politician and civil rights advocate reveals his conflicted ideologies and feelings
about his place in history, offering insight into his philosophies, social campaigns, and private disappointments.
Reversing his parents immigrant path, a young writer returns to India and discovers an old country making itself new. Anand
Giridharadas sensed something was afoot as his plane prepared to land in Bombay. An elderly passenger looked at him and said,
Were all trying to go that way, pointing to the rear. You, youre going this way. Giridharadas was...
K.T.N. Kottoor was activist, lover, communist, friend, saint, sinner – but, above all, he was a writer... Born into a family of rural
wealth and near-feudal influence in a village nestled in British Malabar, Koyiloth Thazhe Narayanan Kottoor knows little of want.
But as a patriotic fervour grips the country in the last decades of the Raj, a veritable avalanche of new ideas and ideals shapes the
young KTN. As he grows from a boy who takes to writing not only as art but also as a tool of social change, to an activist
enamoured of varying philosophies and enmeshed in India’s freedom struggle, he grapples with hardship, love, lust and a search
for meaning in a reality that forever disappoints. His is a tale both deeply personal and political – tracing a web of caste, sexuality
and ideology, while also navigating the struggles of a man coming to terms with himself as a writer and as an individual. Awardwinning author Thachom Poyil Rajeevan weaves a magical almost-biography of a fictional writer, one inhabited by goddesses and
ghosts, a fortune-telling parrot, dead humans in the avatar of crows, and a blind woman who hears – and sees – better than
anyone else. Masterfully translated from the original Malayalam, The Man Who Learnt to Fly but Could Not Land is a poignant
exploration of the power of writing, the chaos of a country’s rebirth and the life of an idealist caught up in the maelstrom.
A Finalist for the 2018 Los Angeles Times Book Prize in History Four centuries ago, a Muslim woman ruled an empire. When it
came to hunting, she was a master shot. As a dress designer, few could compare. An ingenious architect, she innovated the use
of marble in her parents’ mausoleum on the banks of the Yamuna River that inspired her stepson’s Taj Mahal. And she was both
celebrated and reviled for her political acumen and diplomatic skill, which rivaled those of her female counterparts in Europe and
beyond. In 1611, thirty-four-year-old Nur Jahan, daughter of a Persian noble and widow of a subversive official, became the
twentieth and most cherished wife of the Emperor Jahangir. While other wives were secluded behind walls, Nur ruled the vast
Mughal Empire alongside her husband, and governed in his stead as his health failed and his attentions wandered from matters of
state. An astute politician and devoted partner, Nur led troops into battle to free Jahangir when he was imprisoned by one of his
own officers. She signed and issued imperial orders, and coins of the realm bore her name. Acclaimed historian Ruby Lal
uncovers the rich life and world of Nur Jahan, rescuing this dazzling figure from patriarchal and Orientalist clichés of romance and
intrigue, and giving new insight into the lives of women and girls in the Mughal Empire, even where scholars claim there are no
sources. Nur’s confident assertion of authority and talent is revelatory. In Empress, she finally receives her due in a deeply
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researched and evocative biography that awakens us to a fascinating history.
After decades of imperfect secularism, presided over by an often corrupt Congress establishment, Nehru's diverse republic has
yielded to Hindu nationalism. India is collapsing under the weight of its own contradictions. Since 2014, the ruling BJP has
unleashed forces that are irreversibly transforming the country. Indian democracy, honed over decades, is now the chief enabler of
Hindu extremism. Bigotry has been ennobled as a healthy form of self-assertion, and anti-Muslim vitriol has deluged the
mainstream, with religious minorities living in terror of a vengeful majority. Congress now mimics Modi; other parties pray for a
miracle. In this blistering critique of India from Indira Gandhi to the present, Komireddi lays bare the cowardly concessions to the
Hindu right, convenient distortions of India's past and demeaning bribes to minorities that led to Modi's decisive electoral victory. If
secularists fail to reclaim the republic from Hindu nationalists, Komireddi argues, India will become Pakistan by another name.
The man who ruled India is a masterly distillation of Philip Mason's two classics, The Founders and The Guardians which were
written soon after British withdrawal from the sub-continent , when the sight and sound and smells of an area the size of Europe
were still fresh in memory.
In the nineteenth century, at the height of colonialism, the British ruled India under a government known as the Raj. British men
and women left their homes and traveled to this mysterious, beautiful country–where they attempted to replicate their own society.
In this fascinating portrait, Margaret MacMillan examines the hidden lives of the women who supported their husbands’
conquests–and in turn supported the Raj, often behind the scenes and out of the history books. Enduring heartbreaking
separations from their families, these women had no choice but to adapt to their strange new home, where they were treated with
incredible deference by the natives but found little that was familiar. The women of the Raj learned to cope with the harsh Indian
climate and ward off endemic diseases; they were forced to make their own entertainment–through games, balls, and
theatrics–and quickly learned to abide by the deeply ingrained Anglo-Indian love of hierarchy. Weaving interviews, letters, and
memoirs with a stunning selection of illustrations, MacMillan presents a vivid cultural and social history of the daughters, sisters,
mothers, and wives of the men at the center of a daring imperialist experiment–and reveals India in all its richness and vitality. “A
marvellous book . . . [Women of the Raj] successfully [re-creates] a vanished world that continues to hold a fascination long after
the sun has set on the British empire.” –The Globe and Mail “MacMillan has that essential quality of the historian, a narrative gift.”
–The Daily Telegraph “MacMillan is a superb writer who can bring history to life.” –The Philadelphia Inquirer “Well researched and
thoroughly enjoyable.” –Evening Standard
The Mughal emperor Aurangzeb Alamgir is one of the most hated men in Indian history. Widely reviled as a religious fanatic who
sought to violently oppress Hindus, he is even blamed by some for setting into motion conflicts that would result in the creation of a
separate Muslim state in South Asia. In her lively overview of his life and influence, Audrey Truschke offers a clear-eyed
perspective on the public debate over Aurangzeb and makes the case for why his often-maligned legacy deserves to be
reassessed. Aurangzeb was arguably the most powerful and wealthiest ruler of his day. His nearly 50-year reign (1658–1707) had
a profound influence on the political landscape of early modern India, and his legacy—real and imagined—continues to loom large in
India and Pakistan today. Truschke evaluates Aurangzeb not by modern standards but according to the traditions and values of
his own time, painting a picture of Aurangzeb as a complex figure whose relationship to Islam was dynamic, strategic, and
sometimes contradictory. This book invites students of South Asian history and religion into the world of the Mughal Empire,
framing the contemporary debate on Aurangzeb's impact and legacy in accessible and engaging terms.
“Thoroughly engrossing . . . a spirited, suspenseful, economically told tale whose significance is manifest and whose pace never
flags.” —The Wall Street Journal From The New York Times–bestselling author of The Ghost Map and Extra Life, the story of a
pirate who changed the world Henry Every was the seventeenth century’s most notorious pirate. The press published wildly
popular—and wildly inaccurate—reports of his nefarious adventures. The British government offered enormous bounties for his
capture, alive or (preferably) dead. But Steven Johnson argues that Every’s most lasting legacy was his inadvertent triggering of a
major shift in the global economy. Enemy of All Mankind focuses on one key event—the attack on an Indian treasure ship by Every
and his crew—and its surprising repercussions across time and space. It’s the gripping tale of one of the most lucrative crimes in
history, the first international manhunt, and the trial of the seventeenth century. Johnson uses the extraordinary story of Henry
Every and his crimes to explore the emergence of the East India Company, the British Empire, and the modern global
marketplace: a densely interconnected planet ruled by nations and corporations. How did this unlikely pirate and his notorious
crime end up playing a key role in the birth of multinational capitalism? In the same mode as Johnson’s classic nonfiction
historical thriller The Ghost Map, Enemy of All Mankind deftly traces the path from a single struck match to a global conflagration.
This book recounts ten patriotic and influential events in history for Christian moral instruction.
Between 1858 and 1947, twenty British men ruled millions of some of the most remarkable people of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
From the Indian Mutiny to the cruel religious partition of India and the newly formed and named Pakistan, the Viceroy had absolute power,
more than the monarch who had sent him. Selected from that exclusive class of English, Scottish and Irish breeding, the aristocracy, the
Viceroys were plumed, rode elephants, shot tigers. Even their wives stood when they entered the room. Nevertheless, many of them gave
everything for India. The first Viceroy, Canning, exhausted by the Mutiny, buried his wife in Calcutta before he left the subcontinent to die
shortly afterwards. The average Viceroy lasted five years and was granted an earldom but rarely a sense of triumph. Did these Viceroys
behave as badly as twenty-first century moralists would have us believe? When the Raj was over, the legacy of Empire continued, as the new
rulers slipped easily into the offices and styles of the British who had gone. Being 'British' was now a caste. Viceroys is the tale of the British
Raj, the last fling of British aristocracy. It is the supreme view of the British in India, portraying the sort of people who went out and the sort of
people they were on their return. It is the story of utter power and what men did with it. Moreover, it is also the story of how modern British
identity was established and in part the answer to how it was that such a small offshore European island people believed themselves to have
the right to sit at the highest institutional tables and judge what was right and unacceptable in other nations and institutions.
The Sunday Times Top 10 bestseller on India's experience of British colonialism, by the internationally-acclaimed author and diplomat Shashi
Tharoor 'Tharoor's impassioned polemic slices straight to the heart of the darkness that drives all empires ... laying bare the grim, and high,
cost of the British Empire for its former subjects. An essential read' Financial Times In the eighteenth century, India's share of the world
economy was as large as Europe's. By 1947, after two centuries of British rule, it had decreased six-fold. The Empire blew rebels from
cannon, massacred unarmed protesters, entrenched institutionalised racism, and caused millions to die from starvation. British imperialism
justified itself as enlightened despotism for the benefit of the governed, but Shashi Tharoor takes demolishes this position, demonstrating how
every supposed imperial 'gift' - from the railways to the rule of law - was designed in Britain's interests alone. He goes on to show how
Britain's Industrial Revolution was founded on India's deindustrialisation, and the destruction of its textile industry. In this bold and incisive
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reassessment of colonialism, Tharoor exposes to devastating effect the inglorious reality of Britain's stained Indian legacy.
A SUNDAY TIMES, THE TIMES, SPECTATOR, NEW STATESMAN, TLS BOOK OF THE YEAR The British in this book lived in India from
shortly after the reign of Elizabeth I until well into the reign of Elizabeth II. Who were they? What drove these men and women to risk their
lives on long voyages down the Atlantic and across the Indian Ocean or later via the Suez Canal? And when they got to India, what did they
do and how did they live? This book explores the lives of the many different sorts of Briton who went to India: viceroys and offcials, soldiers
and missionaries, planters and foresters, merchants, engineers, teachers and doctors. It evokes the three and a half centuries of their
ambitions and experiences, together with the lives of their families, recording the diversity of their work and their leisure, and the complexity of
their relationships with the peoples of India. It also describes the lives of many who did not fit in with the usual image of the Raj: the tramps
and rascals, the men who 'went native', the women who scorned the role of the traditional memsahib. David Gilmour has spent decades
researching in archives, studying the papers of many people who have never been written about before, to create a magnificent tapestry of
British life in India. It is exceptional work of scholarly recovery portrays individuals with understanding and humour, and makes an original and
engaging contribution to a long and important period of British and Indian history.
An immersive portrait of the lives of the British in India, from the seventeenth century to Independence Who of the British went to India, and
why? We know about Kipling and Forster, Orwell and Scott, but what of the youthful forestry official, the enterprising boxwallah, the fervid
missionary? What motivated them to travel halfway around the globe, what lives did they lead when they got there, and what did they think
about it all? Full of spirited, illuminating anecdotes drawn from long-forgotten memoirs, correspondence, and government documents, The
British in India weaves a rich tapestry of the everyday experiences of the Britons who found themselves in “the jewel in the crown” of the
British Empire. David Gilmour captures the substance and texture of their work, home, and social lives, and illustrates how these transformed
across the several centuries of British presence and rule in the subcontinent, from the East India Company’s first trading station in 1615 to
the twilight of the Raj and Partition and Independence in 1947. He takes us through remote hill stations, bustling coastal ports, opulent
palaces, regimented cantonments, and dense jungles, revealing the country as seen through British eyes, and wittily reveling in all the
particular concerns and contradictions that were a consequence of that limited perspective. The British in India is a breathtaking
accomplishment, a vivid and balanced history written with brio, elegance, and erudition.

THE TOP 5 SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER ONE OF BARACK OBAMA'S BEST BOOKS OF 2019 THE TIMES
HISTORY BOOK OF THE YEAR FINALIST FOR THE CUNDILL HISTORY PRIZE 2020 LONGLISTED FOR THE
BAILLIE GIFFORD PRIZE FOR NON-FICTION 2019 A FINANCIAL TIMES, OBSERVER, DAILY TELEGRAPH, WALL
STREET JOURNAL AND TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR 'Dalrymple is a superb historian with a visceral understanding of
India ... A book of beauty' – Gerard DeGroot, The Times In August 1765 the East India Company defeated the young
Mughal emperor and forced him to establish a new administration in his richest provinces. Run by English merchants
who collected taxes using a ruthless private army, this new regime saw the East India Company transform itself from an
international trading corporation into something much more unusual: an aggressive colonial power in the guise of a
multinational business. William Dalrymple tells the remarkable story of the East India Company as it has never been told
before, unfolding a timely cautionary tale of the first global corporate power.
In 1930, the American historian and philosopher Will Durant wrote that Britain's 'conscious and deliberate bleeding of
India... [was the] greatest crime in all history'. He was not the only one to denounce the rapacity and cruelty of British
rule, and his assessment was not exaggerated. Almost thirty-five million Indians died because of acts of commission and
omission by the British-in famines, epidemics, communal riots and wholesale slaughter like the reprisal killings after the
1857 War of Independence and the Amritsar massacre of 1919. Besides the deaths of Indians, British rule impoverished
India in a manner that beggars belief. When the East India Company took control of the country, in the chaos that ensued
after the collapse of the Mughal empire, India's share of world GDP was 23 per cent. When the British left it was just
above 3 per cent. The British empire in India began with the East India Company, incorporated in 1600, by royal charter
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth I, to trade in silk, spices and other profitable Indian commodities. Within a century and a
half, the Company had become a power to reckon with in India. In 1757, under the command of Robert Clive, Company
forces defeated the ruling Nawab Siraj-ud-Daula of Bengal at Plassey, through a combination of superior artillery and
even more superior chicanery. A few years later, the young and weakened Mughal emperor, Shah Alam II, was
browbeaten into issuing an edict that replaced his own revenue officials with the Company's representatives. Over the
next several decades, the East India Company, backed by the British government, extended its control over most of
India, ruling with a combination of extortion, double-dealing, and outright corruption backed by violence and superior
force. This state of affairs continued until 1857, when large numbers of the Company's Indian soldiers spearheaded the
first major rebellion against colonial rule. After the rebels were defeated, the British Crown took over power and ruled the
country ostensibly more benignly until 1947, when India won independence. In this explosive book, bestselling author
Shashi Tharoor reveals with acuity, impeccable research, and trademark wit, just how disastrous British rule was for
India. Besides examining the many ways in which the colonizers exploited India, ranging from the drain of national
resources to Britain, the destruction of the Indian textile, steel-making and shipping industries, and the negative
transformation of agriculture, he demolishes the arguments of Western and Indian apologists for Empire on the supposed
benefits of British rule, including democracy and political freedom, the rule of law, and the railways. The few unarguable
benefits-the English language, tea, and cricket-were never actually intended for the benefit of the colonized but
introduced to serve the interests of the colonizers. Brilliantly narrated and passionately argued, An Era of Darkness will
serve to correct many misconceptions about one of the most contested periods of Indian history.
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