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The Human Animal A Personal View Of The Human
Species
Forced to flee after killing a man who was beating a horse, Juan the Lépero, who hides
his mixed heritage to escape life as a beggar, embarks on a series of adventures as a
highwayman, horse thief and wealthy caballero before resolving to rescue a man who
once saved his life. Reprint.
This book examines the works of major artists between the seventeenth and nineteenth
centuries, as important barometers of individual and collective values toward nonhuman life. Once viewed as merely representational, these works can also be read as
tangential or morally instrumental by way of formal analysis and critical theories.
Chapter Two demonstrates the discrimination toward large and small felines in Genesis
and The Book of Revelation. Chapter Three explores the cruel capture of free roaming
animals and how artists depicted their furs, feathers and shells in costume as symbols
of virtue and vice. Chapter Four identifies speciest beliefs between donkeys and
horses. Chapter Five explores the altered Dutch kitchen spaces and disguised food
animals in various culinary constructs in still life painting. Chapter Six explores the
animal substances embedded in pigments. Chapter Seven examines animals in
absentia-in the crafting of brushes. The book concludes with the fish paintings of
William Merritt Chase whose glazing techniques demonstrate an artistic approach that
honors fishes as sentient beings.
The Human–Animal Boundary shifts the traditional anthropocentric focus of philosophy
and literature by combining the question “what is human?” with the question “what is
animal?” The objective is to expand the imaginative scope of human–animal
relationships by combining perspectives from different disciplines, traditions, and
cultural backgrounds.
Human-animal studies is an interdisciplinary field that explores the spaces that animals
occupy in human social and cultural worlds. It examines the interactions humans and
animals have with each other and the ways animal lives intersect with human societies.
Since existing social orders rely on the exploitation of animals to serve human needs,
the questions posed by human-animal studies touch upon a wide range of fundamental
issues. Animals and Society provides a broad overview of this rapidly growing field.
Margo DeMello offers students and scholars a holistic and comprehensive picture of the
state of inquiry into the relationships that exist between humans and other animals. She
considers interactions between animals and humans in social organizations, such as
the family, the legal system, and political and religious institutions. A major focus is the
social construction of animals in world cultures and the way in which these social
meanings are used to reinforce and perpetuate hierarchical human relationships such
as racism, sexism, and class privilege. The book also examines how different human
groups construct a range of identities for themselves and for others through animals.
This second edition of Animals and Society is fully updated and expanded throughout,
enhancing the book’s relevance for student and activist readers alike. It includes many
new international examples, all-new case studies, and updated supplementary
readings.
One Health is an emerging concept that aims to bring together human, animal, and
environmental health. Achieving harmonized approaches for disease detection and
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prevention is difficult because traditional boundaries of medical and veterinary practice
must be crossed. In the 19th and early 20th centuries this was not the case—then
researchers like Louis Pasteur and Robert Koch and physicians like William Osler and
Rudolph Virchow crossed the boundaries between animal and human health. More
recently Calvin Schwabe revised the concept of One Medicine. This was critical for the
advancement of the field of epidemiology, especially as applied to zoonotic diseases.
The future of One Health is at a crossroads with a need to more clearly define its
boundaries and demonstrate its benefits. Interestingly the greatest acceptance of One
Health is seen in the developing world where it is having significant impacts on control
of infectious diseases.
The Waltham Book of Human-Animal Interaction: Benefits and Responsibilities of Pet
Ownership discusses the scientific study of the relationship between man and animals,
focusing on the behavior of companion animals, and how humans and animals affect
each other's behavior. This first half of this book discusses research on benefits that
have been found to accumulate from associations with animals, and the role of animals
in care and therapy program. The responsibilities toward the animals kept, and how to
enhance their care and welfare are considered in the next chapters. The human
response to pet loss is also elaborated. This publication is beneficial to veterinary
students and individuals concerned with the study of human-animal interactions.
The Development of an Extraordinary Species We human beings share 98 percent of
our genes with chimpanzees. Yet humans are the dominant species on the planet -having founded civilizations and religions, developed intricate and diverse forms of
communication, learned science, built cities, and created breathtaking works of art -while chimps remain animals concerned primarily with the basic necessities of survival.
What is it about that two percent difference in DNA that has created such a divergence
between evolutionary cousins? In this fascinating, provocative, passionate, funny,
endlessly entertaining work, renowned Pulitzer Prize–winning author and scientist Jared
Diamond explores how the extraordinary human animal, in a remarkably short time,
developed the capacity to rule the world . . . and the means to irrevocably destroy it.

A must-read for anyone who has ever wondered why people do what they do,
from the popular author of The Naked Ape. This study concerns the city dweller.
Morris finds remarkable similarities with captive zoo animals and looks closely at
the aggressive, sexual and parental behaviour of the human species under the
stresses and pressures of urban living. ‘Compelling and absorbing...Morris is
concerned with the tension between our biology and our culture, as it is
expressed in power, sex, status and war games’ New York Times
Despite its inherent interdisciplinarity, the Communication discipline has
remained an almost entirely anthropocentric enterprise. This book represents
early and prominent forays into the subject of human-animal communication from
a Communication Studies perspective, an effort that brings a discipline too long
defined by that fallacy of division, human or nonhuman, into conversation with
animal studies, biosemiotics, and environmental communication, as well as other
recent intellectual and activist movements for reconceptualizing relationships and
interactions in the biosphere. This book is a much-needed point of entry for future
scholarship on animal-human communication, as well as the whole range of
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communication possibilities among the more-than-human world. It offers a
groundbreaking transformation of higher education by charting new directions for
communication research, policy formation, and personal and professional
practices involving animals.
This interdisciplinary and cross-cultural collection reflects the growth of animal
studies as an independent field and the rise of 'animality' as a critical lens
through which to analyze society and culture, on par with race and gender.
Explore the profound and sometimes unrealized connections among humans and
other animals. Renowned animal behaviorist Marc Bekoff and 300 experts from
the fields of science, history, the social sciences, religion, cultural studies,
literature, the fine arts, and more discuss the many ways in which humans and
animals live together on the earth.
The Routledge Handbook of Ecocultural Identity brings the ecological turn to
sociocultural understandings of self. The editors introduce a broad, insightful
assembly of original theory and research on planetary positionalities in flux in the
Anthropocene – or what in this Handbook cultural ecologist David Abram
presciently renames the Humilocene, a new “epoch of humility.” Forty
international authors craft a kaleidoscopic lens, focusing on the following key
interdisciplinary inquiries: Part I illuminates identity as always ecocultural,
expanding dominant understandings of who we are and how our ways of
identifying engender earthly outcomes. Part II examines ways ecocultural
identities are fostered and how difference and spaces of interaction can be
sources of environmental conviviality. Part III illustrates consequential ways the
media sphere informs, challenges, and amplifies particular ecocultural identities.
Part IV delves into the constitutive power of ecocultural identities and illuminates
ways ecological forces shape the political sphere. Part V demonstrates multiple
and unspooling ways in which ecocultural identities can evolve and transform to
recall ways forward to reciprocal surviving and thriving. The Routledge Handbook
of Ecocultural Identity provides an essential resource for scholars, teachers,
students, protectors, and practitioners interested in ecological and sociocultural
regeneration. The Routledge Handbook of Ecocultural Identity has been awarded
the 2020 Book Award from the National Communication Association's (USA)
Environmental Communication Division.
This volume explores the potential of the concept of the creaturely for thinking
and writing beyond the idea of a clear-cut human-animal divide, presenting
innovative perspectives and narratives for an age which increasingly confronts us
with the profound ecological, ethical and political challenges of a multispecies
world. The text explores written work such as Samuel Beckett’s Worstward Ho
and Michel Foucault's The Order of Things, video media such as the film
"Creature Comforts" and the video game Into the Dead, and photography. With
chapters written by an international group of philosophers, literary and cultural
studies scholars, historians and others, the volume brings together established
experts and forward-thinking early career scholars to provide an interdisciplinary
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engagement with ways of thinking and writing the creaturely to establish a
postanthropocentric sense of human-animal relationality.
In a dystopian future, the government is overthrown and the new order protects
animal rights with a heavy handed brutality. Consuming meat has become illegal
and the agency tasked with enforcing the law is given free reign to do as they see
fit. One experienced agent has a life changing encounter that shakes his core
and forces him to examine his life while putting him at risk for becoming the
target of his own organization.
This collection explores assumptions behind the label ‘anthropocentrism’, critically enquiring
into the meaning of ‘human’. It addresses epistemological and ontological problems in
charges of anthropocentrism, questioning the inherent anthropocentrism of all human
perspectives, while seeking ‘other’ views that trump anthropocentrism.
Our relationship with animals is complex and contradictory; we hunt, kill and eat them, yet we
also love, respect and protect them. This ambivalent relationship is further complicated by the
fact that we attribute human emotions and intelligence to animals. We even go as far as
likening them to children and treating them as family members. Drawing on a diverse range of
case studies, Animals in Person attempts to unravel our close and fascinating link with the
animal kingdom. This book highlights the theme of cross-species intimacy in contexts such as
livestock care, pet keeping, and the use of animals in tourism. The studies draw on data from
different parts of the world, including New Guinea, Nepal, India, Japan, Greece, Britain, The
Netherlands and Australia. Animals in Person documents the existence of relations between
humans and animals that, in many respects, recall relations among humans themselves.
In the companion volume to a five-hour NBC television series to be aired this fall, the popular
talk-show host calls on the wisdom of a distinguished panel of experts to explore a broad range
of questions on human behavior
George Orwell’s celebrated novella, Animal Farm, is a biting, allegorical, political satire on
totalitarianism in general and Stalinism in particular. One of the most famous works in modern
English literature, it is a telling comment on Soviet Russia under Stalin’s brutal dictatorship
based on a cult of personality which was enforced through a reign of terror. The book tells a
seemingly simple story of farm animals who rebel against their master in the hope of stopping
their exploitation at the hand of humans and creating a society where animals would be equal,
free and happy. Ultimately, however, the rebellion is betrayed and the farm ends up in a state
as bad as it was before. The novel thus demonstrates how easily good intentions can be
subverted into tyranny.Orwell has himself said that it was the first book in which he had tried,
with full consciousness of what he was doing, ‘to fuse political purpose and artistic purpose
into one whole.’ The book was first published in England in 1945, and has since then
remained a favourite with readers all over the world, and has consistently been included in all
prestigious bestseller lists for the past many years.
Explores the latest beliefs about why people tell stories and what stories reveal about human
nature, offering insights into such related topics as universal themes and what it means to have
a storytelling brain.
The question of the relation between human and non-human animals in theoretical, ethical and
political regards has become a prominent topic within the philosophical debates of the last two
decades. This volume explores in substantial ways how phenomenology can contribute to
these debates. It offers specific insights into the description and interpretation of the
experience of the non-human animal, the relation between phenomenology and anthropology,
the relation between phenomenology and psychology, as well as ethical considerations.
Most philosophers writing about personal identity in recent years claim that what it takes for us
to persist through time is a matter of psychology. In this groundbreaking new book, Eric Olson
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argues that such approaches face daunting problems, and he defends in their place a radically
non-psychological account of personal identity. He defines human beings as biological
organisms, and claims that no psychological relation is either sufficient or necessary for an
organism to persist. Rejecting several famous thought experiments dealing with personal
identity, he instead argues that one could survive the destruction of all of one's psychological
contents and capabilities as long as the human organism remains alive.

Dominance and Aggression in Humans and Other Animals: The Great Game of
Life examines human nature and the influence of evolution, genetics, chemistry,
nurture, and the sociopolitical environment as a way of understanding how and
why humans behave in aggressive and dominant ways. The book walks us
through aggression in other social species, compares and contrasts human
behavior to other animals, and then explores specific human behaviors like
bullying, abuse, territoriality murder, and war. The book examines both individual
and group aggression in different environments including work, school, and the
home. It explores common stressors triggering aggressive behaviors, and how
individual personalities can be vulnerable to, or resistant to, these stressors. The
book closes with an exploration of the cumulative impact of human aggression
and dominance on the natural world. Reviews the influence of evolution,
genetics, biochemistry, and nurture on aggression Explores aggression in
multiple species, including insects, fish, reptiles, birds, and mammals Compares
human and animal aggressive and dominant behavior Examines bullying, abuse,
territoriality, murder, and war Includes nonaggressive behavior in displays of
respect and tolerance Highlights aggression triggers from drugs to stress
Discusses individual and group behavior, including organizations and nations
Probes dominance and aggression in religion and politics Translates the impact
of human behavior over time on the natural world
Many discussions of personal identity frequently ignore the basic metaphysical
nature of human people. 'What Are We?' explains the question's meaning,
considers in detail the main possible answers to it, and suggests how the
problem might be solved.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER With unequaled insight and brio, New
York Times columnist David Brooks has long explored and explained the way we
live. Now Brooks turns to the building blocks of human flourishing in a
multilayered, profoundly illuminating work grounded in everyday life. This is the
story of how success happens, told through the lives of one composite American
couple, Harold and Erica. Drawing on a wealth of current research from
numerous disciplines, Brooks takes Harold and Erica from infancy to old age,
illustrating a fundamental new understanding of human nature along the way:
The unconscious mind, it turns out, is not a dark, vestigial place, but a creative
one, where most of the brain’s work gets done. This is the realm where
character is formed and where our most important life decisions are made—the
natural habitat of The Social Animal. Brooks reveals the deeply social aspect of
our minds and exposes the bias in modern culture that overemphasizes
rationalism, individualism, and IQ. He demolishes conventional definitions of
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success and looks toward a culture based on trust and humility. The Social
Animal is a moving intellectual adventure, a story of achievement and a defense
of progress. It is an essential book for our time—one that will have broad social
impact and will change the way we see ourselves and the world.
A bold, illuminating new take on the love of animals that drove human evolution.
Why do humans all over the world take in and nurture other animals? This
behavior might seem maladaptive—after all, every mouthful given to another
species is one that you cannot eat—but in this heartening new study, acclaimed
anthropologist Pat Shipman reveals that our propensity to domesticate and care
for other animals is in fact among our species' greatest strengths. For the last 2.6
million years, Shipman explains, humans who coexisted with animals enjoyed
definite adaptive and cultural advantages. To illustrate this point, Shipman gives
us a tour of the milestones in human civilization-from agriculture to art and even
language—and describes how we reached each stage through our unique
relationship with other animals. The Animal Connection reaffirms our love of
animals as something both innate and distinctly human, revealing that the
process of domestication not only changed animals but had a resounding impact
on us as well.
“A remarkable combination of biology, genetics, zoology, evolutionary
psychology and philosophy.” —Richard Powers, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of
The Overstory “A brilliant, thought-provoking book.” —Matt Haig, New York Times
bestselling author of The Midnight Library A wide-ranging take on why humans
have a troubled relationship with being an animal, and why we need a better one
Human are the most inquisitive, emotional, imaginative, aggressive, and baffling
animals on the planet. But we are also an animal that does not think it is an
animal. How well do we really know ourselves? How to Be Animal tells a
remarkable story of what it means to be human and argues that at the heart of
our existence is a profound struggle with being animal. We possess a psychology
that seeks separation between humanity and the rest of nature, and we have
invented grand ideologies to magnify this. As well as piecing together the mystery
of how this mindset evolved, Challenger's book examines the wide-reaching
ways in which it affects our lives, from our politics to the way we distance
ourselves from other species. We travel from the origin of homo sapiens through
the agrarian and industrial revolutions, the age of the internet, and on to the
futures of AI and human-machine interface. Challenger examines how
technology influences our sense of our own animal nature and our relationship
with other species with whom we share this fragile planet. That we are separated
from our own animality is a delusion, according to Challenger. Blending nature
writing, history, and moral philosophy, How to Be Animal is both a fascinating
reappraisal of what it means to be human, and a robust defense of what it means
to be an animal.
A strikingly original exploration of what it might mean to be authentically human in
the age of artificial intelligence, from the author of the critically-acclaimed Interior
Page 6/10

File Type PDF The Human Animal A Personal View Of The Human Species
States. "Meghan O’Gieblyn is a brilliant and humble philosopher, and her book is
an explosively thought-provoking, candidly personal ride I wished never to end ...
This book is such an original synthesis of ideas and disclosures. It introduces
what will soon be called the O’Gieblyn genre of essay writing.” —Heidi Julavits,
author of The Folded Clock For most of human history the world was a magical
and enchanted place ruled by forces beyond our understanding. The rise of
science and Descartes's division of mind from world made materialism our ruling
paradigm, in the process asking whether our own consciousness—i.e.,
souls—might be illusions. Now the inexorable rise of technology, with artificial
intelligences that surpass our comprehension and control, and the spread of
digital metaphors for self-understanding, the core questions of existence—identity,
knowledge, the very nature and purpose of life itself—urgently require rethinking.
Meghan O'Gieblyn tackles this challenge with philosophical rigor, intellectual
reach, essayistic verve, refreshing originality, and an ironic sense of
contradiction. She draws deeply and sometimes humorously from her own
personal experience as a formerly religious believer still haunted by questions of
faith, and she serves as the best possible guide to navigating the territory we are
all entering.
With The Human Animal Earthling Identity Carrie P. Freeman asks us to
reconsider the devastating division we have created between the human and
animal conditions, leading to mass exploitation, injustice, and extinction. As a
remedy, Freeman believes social movements should collectively foster a cultural
shift in human identity away from an egoistic anthropocentrism (human-centered
outlook) and toward a universal altruism (species-centered ethic), so people may
begin to see themselves more broadly as ?human animal earthlings.? To
formulate the basis for this identity shift, Freeman examines overlapping values
(supporting life, fairness, responsibility, and unity) that are common in global
rights declarations and in the current campaign messages of sixteen global social
movement organizations that work on human/civil rights, nonhuman animal
protection, and/or environmental issues, such as Amnesty International, Human
Rights Watch, the Cooperative for Assistance and Relief Everywhere, People for
the Ethical Treatment of Animals, the World Wildlife Federation, the Sea
Shepherd Conservation Society, the Nature Conservancy, the Rainforest Action
Network, and Greenpeace. She also interviews the leaders of these advocacy
groups to gain their insights on how human and nonhuman protection causes can
become allies by engaging common opponents and activating shared values and
goals on issues such as the climate crisis, enslavement, extinction, pollution,
inequality, destructive farming and fishing, and threats to democracy. Freeman's
analysis of activist discourse considers ethical ideologies on behalf of social
justice, animal rights, and environmentalism, using animal rights' respect for
sentient individuals as a bridge connecting human rights to a more holistic
valuing of species and ecological systems. Ultimately, Freeman uses her findings
to recommend a set of universal values around which all social movements'
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campaign messages can collectively cultivate respectful relations between
?human animal earthlings,? fellow sentient beings, and the natural world we
share.
In Kindred Spirits, Anne Benvenuti visits with individuals and groups working in animal
conservation, rescue, and sanctuary programs around the world. We meet not only cats
and dogs but also ravens, elephants, cheetahs, whales, farm and circus animals,
monkeys, even bees. A psychologist and storyteller, Benvenuti focuses on moments of
transformative contact between humans and other animals, portraying vividly the
resulting ripples that change the lives of both animals and humans. Noting that we are
all biologically members of one animal family, she expertly weaves emergent
understandings of animal and human neurobiology, showing that the ways in which
other animals feel and think are actually similar to humans. Love, grief, fear, rage,
sadness, curiosity, play: these are shared by us all, a key insight of affective
neuroscience that informs Benvenuti’s perceptions of human-animal relationships. She
effortlessly drops clues to understanding human motivation and behavior into her
narratives, and points to ways in which we all—other animals and humans alike—must
come up with creative responses to problems such as climate change. As we travel
with her to both backyard and far-flung locations, we experience again and again the
surprising fact that other animals reach back to us, with curiosity, interest, even care.
Benvenuti writes for the animal-loving public but also for anyone who loves a good
story, or is interested in ecology, animal welfare, psychology, or philosophy.
Part I. Animals in the landscape of law, politics, and public policy. Animal rights / Gary
Francione and Anna Charlton -- Animals in political theory / Sue Donaldson and Will
Kymlicka --,Animals as living property / David Favre -- The human-animal bond / James
Serpell -- Animal sheltering / Leslie Irvine -- Roaming dogs / Arnold Arluke and Kate
Atema -- Misothery : contempt for animals and nature, its origins, purposes, and
repercussions / James B. Mason -- Continental approaches to animals and animality /
Ralph Acampora -- Animals as legal subjects / Paul Waldau -- The struggle for
compassion and justice through critical animal studies / Carol Gigliotti -- Interspecies
dialogue and animal ethics : the feminist care perspective / Josephine Donovan -- Part
II. Animal intentionality, agency, and reflexive thinking. Cetacean cognition / Lori Marino
-- History and animal agencies / Chris Pearson -- Animals as sentient commodities /
Rhoda WilPart I.kie -- Animal work / Jocelyne Porcher -- Animals as reflexive thinkers :
the Aponoian paradigm / Mark Rowlands and Susana Monsó -- Part III. Animals as
objects in science, food, spectacle, and sport. The ethics of animal research / Bernard
Rollin -- The ethics of food animal production / Paul Thompson -- Animals as scientific
objects / Mike Michael -- The problem with zoos / Randy Malamud -- Wolf hunting and
the ethics of predator control / John Vucetich and Michael P. --Nelson -- Part IV.
Animals in cultural representations. Practice and ethics of the use of animals in
contemporary art /Joe Zammit-Lucia -- Animals in folklore / Boria Sax -- Part V. Animals
in ecosystems. Archaeozoology / Juliet Cluton-Brock -- Animals and ecological science
/ Anita Guerrini -- Staging privilege, proximity, and "extreme animal tourism" / Jane
Desmond -- Commensal species / Terry O'Connor -- Lively cities : people, animals, and
urban ecosystems / Marcus Owens and Jennifer Wolch -- Animals in religion / Stephen
R.L. Clark
Career Paths in Human-Animal Interaction for Social and Behavioral Scientists is an
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essential text for students and professionals wanting to pursue a career in humananimal interaction (HAI). It is exclusively designed to navigate this field and provide
information on the best education, training, and background one might need to
incorporate HAI into a successful career. Kogan and Erdman bring together a diverse
range of insights from HAI social scientists who have secured or created their HAI job.
The book highlights six categories of work settings: academia, private practice,
corporations/for profit companies, non-profit organizations, government, and other
positions, to show the growing number of opportunities to blend social science interests
with the desire to incorporate HAI into their careers. The book clearly outlines the
career paths available to social science students and professionals, from careers
connected to human services of psychology, therapy, social work, and journalism, to
research or other scholarship.
The number of ways in which humans interact with animals is almost incalculable. From
beloved household pets to the steak on our dinner tables, the fur in our closets to the
Babar books on our shelves, taxidermy exhibits to local zoos, humans have complex,
deep, and dependent relationships with the animals in our ecosystems. In Displaying
Death and Animating Life, Jane C. Desmond puts those human-animal relationships
under a multidisciplinary lens, focusing on the less obvious, and revealing the
individualities and subjectivities of the real animals in our everyday lives. Desmond, a
pioneer in the field of animal studies, builds the book on a number of case studies. She
conducts research on-site at major museums, taxidermy conventions, pet cemeteries,
and even at a professional conference for writers of obituaries. She goes behind the
scenes at zoos, wildlife clinics, and meetings of pet cemetery professionals. We journey
with her as she meets Kanzi, the bonobo artist, and a host of other animal-artists—all of
whom are preparing their artwork for auction. Throughout, Desmond moves from a
consideration of the visual display of unindividuated animals, to mourning for known
animals, and finally to the marketing of artwork by individual animals. The first book in
the new Animal Lives series, Displaying Death and Animating Life is a landmark study,
bridging disciplines and reaching across divisions from the humanities and social
sciences to chart new territories of investigation.
Can people have authentic social relationships with speechless animals? What does
your dog mean to you, your understanding of yourself, and your perceived and actual
relationships with other s and the world? What do you mean to your dog? In
Understanding Dogs, sociologist and faithful dog companion Clinton R. Sanders
explores the day-to-day experiences of living and working with domestic dogs. Based
on a decade of research in veterinary offices and hospitals, dog guide training schools,
and obediences classes -- and colored with his personal experiences and observations
at and outside home with his own canine companions -- Sanders's book examines how
everyday dog owners come to know their animal companions as thinking, emotional,
and responsive individuals. Linking animal companionship with social as well as
personal identity, Understanding Dogs uses detailed ethnographic data in viewing
human and animal efforts to understand, manipulate, care for, and interact with each
other. From nineteenth-century disapproval of what was seen as irresponsibly indulgent
pet ownership among the poor to Bill Clinton's caring and fun-loving image and populist
connection to the "common person" as achieved through his labrador companion
Buddy, Sanders looks at how dogs serve not only as social facilitators but also as
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adornments to social identity. He also reveals how, while we often strive to teach and
shape our dogs' behavior, dogs often teach us to appreciate with more awareness a
nourishing meal, physical warmth, a walk in the woods, and the simple joys of the
immediate moment. Sanders devotes chapters to the specialized work of guide dog
trainers; the problems and joys experienced by guide dog owners; the day-to-day work
of veterinarians dealing with the healing, death, and euthanizing of their animal
patients; and the everyday interactions, assumptions, and approaches of people who
choose, for various reasons and in various ways, to spend their lives in the company of
dogs. Understanding Dogs will interest those who live and work with animals as well as
those studying the sociology of human-animal interactions.
Modern society is beginning to re-examine its whole relationship with animals and the
natural world. Until recently issues such as animal welfare and environmental protection
were considered the domain of small, idealistic minorities. Now, these issues attract
vast numbers of articulate supporters who collectively exercise considerable political
muscle. Animals, both wild and domestic, form the primary focus of concern in this
often acrimonious debate. Yet why do animals evoke such strong and contradictory
emotions in people - and do our western attitudes have anything in common with those
of other societies and cultures? Bringing together a range of contributions from
distinguished experts in the field, Animals and Society explores the importance of
animals in society from social, historical and cross-cultural perspectives.
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