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Soo The Marvelous Chinese Conjurer
Pull back the curtain on the real history of magic – and discover why magic really matters If you read a standard history of
magic, you learn that it begins in ancient Egypt, with the resurrection of a goose in front of the Pharaoh. You discover
how magicians were tortured and killed during the age of witchcraft. You are told how conjuring tricks were used to quell
rebellious colonial natives. The history of magic is full of such stories, which turn out not to be true. Behind the smoke
and mirrors, however, lies the real story of magic. It is a history of people from humble roots, who made and lost fortunes,
and who deceived kings and queens. In order to survive, they concealed many secrets, yet they revealed some and they
stole others. They engaged in deception, exposure, and betrayal, in a quest to make the impossible happen. They
managed to survive in a world in which a series of technological wonders appeared, which previous generations would
have considered magical. Even today, when we now take the most sophisticated technology for granted, we can still be
astonished by tricks that were performed hundreds of years ago. The Secret History of Magic reveals how this was done.
It is about why magic matters in a world that no longer seems to have a place for it, but which desperately needs a sense
of wonder.
Take a truly magical mystery tour with this sparkling compendium of magic and trickery from medieval thaumaturgies to
20th-century showmen. Featuring hundreds of rarely seen vintage posters, photographs, handbills, and engravings, The
Magic Book follows this special performing art from the 1400s to the 1950s.
Iris Murdoch was an acclaimed novelist and groundbreaking philosopher whose life reflected her unconventional beliefs
and values. But what has been missing from biographical accounts has been Murdoch's own voice—her life in her own
words. Living on Paper—the first major collection of Murdoch's most compelling and interesting personal letters—gives, for
the first time, a rounded self-portrait of one of the twentieth century's greatest writers and thinkers. With more than 760
letters, fewer than forty of which have been published before, the book provides a unique chronicle of Murdoch's life from
her days as a schoolgirl to her last years. The result is the most important book about Murdoch in more than a decade.
The letters show a great mind at work—struggling with philosophical problems, trying to bring a difficult novel together,
exploring spirituality, and responding pointedly to world events. They also reveal her personal life, the subject of much
speculation, in all its complexity, especially in letters to lovers or close friends, such as the writers Brigid Brophy, Elias
Canetti, and Raymond Queneau, philosophers Michael Oakeshott and Philippa Foot, and mathematician Georg Kreisel.
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We witness Murdoch's emotional hunger, her tendency to live on the edge of what was socially acceptable, and her
irreverence and sharp sense of humor. We also learn how her private life fed into the plots and characters of her novels,
despite her claims that they were not drawn from reality. Direct and intimate, these letters bring us closer than ever
before to Iris Murdoch as a person, making for an extraordinary reading experience.
In this Gilded Age–romance series opener by a New York Times–bestselling author, a wealthy Duke must marry by his
thirtieth birthday or lose his title. Derek Eagan, the dashing Duke of Westwood, is well aware of his looming deadline. But
weary of tiresome debutantes, he seeks a respite at his country home in Essex—and encounters a man digging on his
property. Except he’s not a man. He’s a very lovely woman. Who suddenly faints at his feet. Catherine McCabe’s
disdain for the aristocracy has already led her to flee an arranged marriage with a boorish Viscount. The last thing she
wants is to be waylaid in a Duke’s home. Yet, she is compelled to stay by the handsome, thoughtful man who introduces
himself as the Duke’s estate manager. Derek realizes two things immediately: he is captivated by her delicate beauty,
and to figure out what she was up to, Catherine must not know he is the Duke. But as they fall passionately in love,
Derek’s lie spins out of control. Will their bond survive his deception, not to mention the scorned Viscount’s pursuit?
Most important, can Catherine fall in love all over again—this time with the Duke? “Despite the dramatic title of Force’s
magnificent Regency, she keeps the focus squarely on the romance as a suspenseful story unfolds. . . . With a meet-cute
that’s as creative as the work itself, Force has crafted a masterpiece with the perfect amount of romance.” —Publishers
Weekly (starred review) “A vividly described, deeply erotic romance.” —Booklist An Official Military Spouse Book Club
Pick
Now in paperback comes Steinmeyer's astonishing chronicle of half a century of illusionary innovation, backstage
chicanery, and keen competition within the world of magicians.
Prometheus Deception Robert Ludlum is the acknowledged master of suspense and international intrigue. For over thirty
years, in over twenty international bestsellers, he has a set a standard that has never been equaled. Now, with the
Prometheus Deception, he proves that he is at the very pinnacle of his craft. Nicholas Bryson spent years as a deep
cover operative for the American secret intelligence group, the Directorate. After critical undercover mission went horribly
wrong, Bryson was retired to a new identity. Years later, his closely held cover is cracked and Bryson learns that the
Directorate was not what it claimed - that he was a pawn in a complex scheme against his own country's interests. Now,
it has become increasingly clear that the shadowy Directorate is headed for some dangerous endgame - but no one
knows precisely who they are and what they are planning. With Bryson their only possible asset, the director of the CIA
recruits Bryson to find, reinfiltrate, and stop the Directorate. But after years on the sidelines, Bryson's field skills are rusty,
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his contacts unreliable, and his instincts suspect. With everything he thought he knew about his own life in question,
Bryson is all alone in a wilderness of mirrors - unsure what is and isn't true and who, if anyone, he can trust - with the
future of millions in the balance. Sigma Protocol Ben Hartman is vacationing in Zurich, Switzerland when he chances
upon his old friend Jimmy Cavanaugh—a madman who's armed and programmed to assassinate. In a matter of minutes,
six innocent bystanders are dead. So is Cavanaugh. But when his body vanishes, and his weapon mysteriously appears
in Hartman's luggage, Hartman is plunged into an unfathomable nightmare... Meanwhile, Anna Navarro, field agent for
the Department of Justice, has been asked to investigate the sudden, random deaths of eleven men throughout the
world. The only thing that connects them? A secret file, over a half-century old, that's linked to the CIA—and is marked
with the same puzzling codename: Sigma. As Anna follows the connecting thread—and Hartman finds himself on the
run—she ends up in the shadows of a relentless killer who is one step ahead of her...victim by victim. Now, she and
Hartman together must uncover the diabolical secrets long held behind Sigma. It will threaten everything they think they
know about themselves—and confirm their very worst fears...
The first book in the classic vigilante action series from a “writer who spawned a genre” (The New York Times).
Overseas, Mack Bolan was dubbed “Sgt. Mercy” for the compassion he showed the innocent. On the home front,
they’re calling him the Executioner for what he’s doing to the guilty. In the jungles of Southeast Asia, American sniper
Mack Bolan honed his skills. After twelve years, with ninety-five confirmed hits, he returns home to Massachusetts. But
it’s not to reunite with his family, it’s to bury them—victims in a mass murder/suicide. Even though Bolan’s own father
pulled the trigger, he knows the old man was no killer. He was driven to madness by Mafia thugs who have turned his
idyllic hometown into a new kind of war zone. Duty calls . . . Introducing an action hero “who would make Jack Reacher
think twice,” this is the first book in the iconic series of vigilante justice that has become a publishing phenomenon
(Empireonline.com). With more than two hundred million Executioner books sold since its debut, the series continues to
stimulate. Gerry Conway, cocreator of Marvel Comics’ The Punisher, credits the Executioner as “my inspiration . . .
that’s what gave me the idea for the lone, slightly psychotic avenger.” The series is also now in development as a major
motion picture. War Against the Mafia is the 1st book in the Executioner series, but you may enjoy reading the series in
any order.
This true-life thriller describes Juan Pujol, a poultry farmer who opposed the Nazis and concocted a series of staggering lies that lead to his
becoming one of Germany's most valued spies, while actually acting as a double-agent for the Allies. 35,000 first printing.
** NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! ** The Tonight Show Summer Reads Pick ** "Insanely readable." —Stephen King Hailed as
"breathtakingly suspenseful," Jean Hanff Korelitz’s The Plot is a propulsive read about a story too good not to steal, and the writer who steals
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it. Jacob Finch Bonner was once a promising young novelist with a respectably published first book. Today, he’s teaching in a third-rate MFA
program and struggling to maintain what’s left of his self-respect; he hasn’t written—let alone published—anything decent in years. When
Evan Parker, his most arrogant student, announces he doesn’t need Jake’s help because the plot of his book in progress is a sure thing,
Jake is prepared to dismiss the boast as typical amateur narcissism. But then . . . he hears the plot. Jake returns to the downward trajectory
of his own career and braces himself for the supernova publication of Evan Parker’s first novel: but it never comes. When he discovers that
his former student has died, presumably without ever completing his book, Jake does what any self-respecting writer would do with a story
like that—a story that absolutely needs to be told. In a few short years, all of Evan Parker’s predictions have come true, but Jake is the author
enjoying the wave. He is wealthy, famous, praised and read all over the world. But at the height of his glorious new life, an e-mail arrives, the
first salvo in a terrifying, anonymous campaign: You are a thief, it says. As Jake struggles to understand his antagonist and hide the truth
from his readers and his publishers, he begins to learn more about his late student, and what he discovers both amazes and terrifies him.
Who was Evan Parker, and how did he get the idea for his “sure thing” of a novel? What is the real story behind the plot, and who stole it
from whom?
Insightful and heart-warming, this classic book is written for those who seek to know God better. It unfolds life-impacting, biblical truths and
has been called a "soul-stirring celebration of the pleasures of knowing God."
From the author of Hiding the Elephant and The Glorious Deception comes a collection of five essays that shows how the great stage
illusions were integrally products of their time, based on the traditions and fashions of the people, and the offspring of the incredible, inventive
personalities who brought them to the stage. Like no other author, Jim Steinmeyer gives us insight into the timeless appeal of magic. His
human subjects include such characters as Steele MacKaye, Maskelyne, David Devant, P.T. Selbit, Horace Goldin, and Charles Morritt.
Illusions he discusses include: The Mascot Moth, Sawing a Lady in Halves, and Morritt's Disappearing Donkey.
In early twentieth-century New York City, in the golden age of magic, Leo, an orphaned magician's apprentice, becomes involved in a murder
mystery when he trusts a dishonest man.
A fascinating chronicle of the great Chinese illusionist Chung Ling reveals his mastery of magic and his double life as an American passing
himself off as Chinese, which was revealed when he died dodging bullets during his performance of "Defying the Bullets."
Follow the fascinating stories of the world's greatest necromancers, from sorcerer-priests in ancient Egypt to such modern miracle workers as
Houdini and David Copperfield.

War hero and daughter to two Houses, Kira is just beginning to learn how deep the rabbit hole goes. ?Agreeing to accompany her
father’s people back to their homeworld, Kira Forrest prepares for the fight of her life. She’s agreed to undertake the Trial of the
Broken, a rite of passage every member of her father’s House must pass. It offers a path to independence and freedom that is too
tempting to deny. Not everyone welcomes this lost daughter of Roake. There are those who fear what her presence might bring to
light. Betrayal stalks the halls of Kira’s birthplace—its roots embedded deep in the events that claimed her parent’s lives and set
her on her current path. Walking the wire’s edge between truth and deception will test the person Kira has become as she
separates ally from betrayer. An old enemy has put into motion a plan that could topple the balance of power in the universe.
Letting them succeed spells doom—but the price might be more than Kira is willing to pay.
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The seminal biography of the twentieth century’s premier chronicler of the paranormal, Charles Fort—a man whose very name
gave rise to an adjective, fortean, to describe the unexplained. By the early 1920s, Americans were discovering that the world was
a strange place. Charles Fort could demonstrate that it was even stranger than anyone suspected. Frogs fell from the sky. Blood
rained from the heavens. Mysterious airships visited the Earth. Dogs talked. People disappeared. Fort asked why, but, even more
vexing, he also asked why we weren’t paying attention. Here is the first fully rendered literary biography of the man who, more
than any other figure, would define our idea of the anomalous and paranormal. In Charles Fort: The Man Who Invented the
Supernatural, the acclaimed historian of stage magic Jim Steinmeyer goes deeply into the life of Charles Fort as he saw himself:
first and foremost, a writer. At the same time, Steinmeyer tells the story of an era in which the certainties of religion and science
were being turned on their heads. And of how Fort—significantly—was the first man who challenged those orthodoxies not on the
grounds of some counter-fundamentalism of his own but simply for the plainest of reasons: they didn’t work. In so doing, Fort
gave voice to a generation of doubters who would neither accept the “straight story” of scholastic science nor credulously
embrace fantastical visions. Instead, Charles Fort demanded of his readers and admirers the most radical of human acts:
Thinking.
The mega-bestseller with more than 2 million readers, soon to be a major television series From the #1 New York Timesbestselling author of The Lincoln Highway and Rules of Civility, a beautifully transporting novel about a man who is ordered to
spend the rest of his life inside a luxury hotel In 1922, Count Alexander Rostov is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik
tribunal, and is sentenced to house arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from the Kremlin. Rostov, an indomitable
man of erudition and wit, has never worked a day in his life, and must now live in an attic room while some of the most tumultuous
decades in Russian history are unfolding outside the hotel’s doors. Unexpectedly, his reduced circumstances provide him entry
into a much larger world of emotional discovery. Brimming with humor, a glittering cast of characters, and one beautifully rendered
scene after another, this singular novel casts a spell as it relates the count’s endeavor to gain a deeper understanding of what it
means to be a man of purpose.
Traces the life and legacy of the turn-of-the-twentieth-century magician, covering his vaudeville successes, rivalry with Houdini,
and role in setting the standard for magical performances today.
From the winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature, here is the universally acclaimed novel—winner of the Booker Prize and the basis
for an award-winning film. This is Kazuo Ishiguro's profoundly compelling portrait of Stevens, the perfect butler, and of his fading,
insular world in post-World War II England. Stevens, at the end of three decades of service at Darlington Hall, spending a day on a
country drive, embarks as well on a journey through the past in an effort to reassure himself that he has served humanity by
serving the "great gentleman," Lord Darlington. But lurking in his memory are doubts about the true nature of Lord Darlington's
"greatness," and much graver doubts about the nature of his own life.
THE INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! Starred reviews from Kirkus Reviews * Publishers Weekly * Library Journal
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Named a “Must-Read” by TODAY, Us Weekly, Bustle, BuzzFeed, Goodreads, Entertainment Weekly, Publishers Weekly,
Southern Living, Book Riot, Woman’s Day, The Toronto Star, and more! For two sworn enemies, anything can happen during the
Hawaiian trip of a lifetime—maybe even love—in this romantic comedy from the New York Times bestselling authors of Roomies.
Olive Torres is used to being the unlucky twin: from inexplicable mishaps to a recent layoff, her life seems to be almost comically
jinxed. By contrast, her sister Ami is an eternal champion...she even managed to finance her entire wedding by winning a slew of
contests. Unfortunately for Olive, the only thing worse than constant bad luck is having to spend the wedding day with the best
man (and her nemesis), Ethan Thomas. Olive braces herself for wedding hell, determined to put on a brave face, but when the
entire wedding party gets food poisoning, the only people who aren’t affected are Olive and Ethan. Suddenly there’s a free
honeymoon up for grabs, and Olive will be damned if Ethan gets to enjoy paradise solo. Agreeing to a temporary truce, the pair
head for Maui. After all, ten days of bliss is worth having to assume the role of loving newlyweds, right? But the weird thing
is...Olive doesn’t mind playing pretend. In fact, the more she pretends to be the luckiest woman alive, the more it feels like she
might be. With Christina Lauren’s “uniquely hilarious and touching voice” (Entertainment Weekly), The Unhoneymooners is a
romance for anyone who has ever felt unlucky in love.
"The Xhosa Double" is a novel based upon fictional characters in real life situations set in the recent history of South Africa. It is a
story woven around actual events which occurred in the troubled times that the country and its inhabitants experienced. It tells of
the life of a cattle herder and a distant relative from the same tribe who ascended to great heights and fame in their own life times.
It also speaks of the struggle for freedom from racist ideology and apartheid and is the story some of those who fought to maintain
white supremacy. A young cattle herder loses face before the tribal elders and his peers when he faints after his ritual circumcision
at the age of sixteen years. He flees from the scene of his embarrassment and makes his way to the nearest town. By a
combination of luck, charm and deviousness he eventually is able make his way to the city of Johannesburg to work underground
as a gold miner. From there, fortune smiles upon him. But his life changes when the apartheid government needs him to advance
the hope of peace in the land. His distant relative, higher born, becomes a lawyer and a proponent and major luminary in the anti
apartheid movement. He is brought to trail and sentenced to twenty seven years imprisonment. The white supremacist
government tries on its own, and then in consort with the CIA to control the burgeoning of the black population by covert means.
The South African Intelligence Agency, Biomedical Research Department, is instrumental in the discovery of the AIDS virus and
participates in spread of the disease. In order to lessen violence, interracial and internecine strife in South Africa, a deception of
major proportion is undertaken. It is successful. A black President is elected, and the white government accepts power sharing
with the black majority as the only way to prevent more bloodshed and revolution. The deception which was perpetrated on the
world at large and on South Africa continues, The author states that this novel is a book of fiction and any resemblance to persons
living or dead is coincidental.
A nine-week Bible study focusing on living day-by-day. Each week includes an introduction, five days of homework, memory verses, and
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suggested ideas for prayer. Each chapter focuses on the following aspects of Christian life: Daily Love, Daily Grace, Daily Rest, Daily Joy,
Daily Hope, Daily Surrender, Daily Prayer, Daily Peace, Daily Presence. The Glorious Ordinary is a Bible study is designed to be completed
on your own or with a group. This book is about walking one day at a time. Even though walking is so ordinary, don't get discouraged. I
understand that the deepest part of your heart just wants this hard place to be over.I ask you to walk through whatever circumstance you are
facing one day at a time with me. You aren't alone and you are made to be exceptional, right here, right now. Make sure to email
sarah@sarahefrazer.com for lots of FREE printables, include your name and receipt number."
In a biography woven from equal parts enchantment and mystery, master illusion designer and today's foremost magic historian, Jim
Steinmeyer, unveils the astonishing secrets behind the enigmatic performer Chung Ling Soo, the "Marvelous Chinese Conjurer" — a magician
whose life of intrigue and daring remains unparalleled to this day. He learned his art during a revolutionary era in show business, just as
minstrel, circus, and variety saloons were being stirred together and distilled into a heady new concoction: vaudeville. Soo's infamous death
in 1918 astonished the world: he was killed during a performance of "Defying the Bullets," his popular act in which he caught marked bullets
on a porcelain plate. After his death, the deceptions began to unravel. It was discovered that he was not Chinese, but rather a fifty-six-yearold American named William Ellsworth Robinson, a former magicians' assistant, and the husband of Olive Robinson. But even William
Robinson was not who he appeared to be, and for the first time, Jim Steinmeyer has uncovered the truth behind Robinson and the magic
world's most glorious deception.
On the eve of the 20th century, Chinese magician Ching Ling Foo, one of the greatest illusionists ever seen on American soil, along with his
talented family of musicians and acrobats overcomes deportation attempts, homeland tragedy, crooked managers and a diabolically clever
American copycat to make an indelible impact on American culture becoming one of the highest paid and most popular acts in the United
States twice. First, between 1898 and 1900 then once more between 1912 and 1915. Foo's story is indeed a magical one but, it is also so
much more. With its focus on the interplay between Chinese and Western culture, celebrity, intercultural teen singing sensations, geopolitics,
international intrigue, nativism, and disruptive technology, careful readers will discover "Foo" may hold many lessons for our own increasingly
unruly era.
The final book of the Bible, Revelation prophesies the ultimate judgement of mankind in a series of allegorical visions, grisly images and
numerological predictions. According to these, empires will fall, the "Beast" will be destroyed and Christ will rule a new Jerusalem. With an
introduction by Will Self.
James Tiptree, Jr. burst onto the science fiction scene in the 1970s with a series of hard-edged, provocative short stories. Hailed as a brilliant
masculine writer with a deep sympathy for his female characters, he penned such classics as Houston, Houston, Do You Read? and The
Women Men Don't See. For years he corresponded with Philip K. Dick, Harlan Ellison, Ursula Le Guin. No one knew his true identity. Then
the cover was blown on his alter ego: A sixty-one-year-old woman named Alice Sheldon. As a child, she explored Africa with her mother.
Later, made into a debutante, she eloped with one of the guests at the party. She was an artist, a chicken farmer, a World War II intelligence
officer, a CIA agent, an experimental psychologist. Devoted to her second husband, she struggled with her feelings for women. In 1987, her
suicide shocked friends and fans. The James Tiptree, Jr. Award was created to honor science fiction or fantasy that explores our
understanding of gender. This fascinating biography by Julie Phillips, ten years in the making, is based on extensive research, exclusive
interviews, and full access to Alice Sheldon's papers.
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Winner of the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction Winner of the 2016 Edgar Award for Best First Novel Winner of the 2016 Andrew Carnegie Medal
for Excellence in Fiction “[A] remarkable debut novel”—Philip Caputo, New York Times Book Review (cover review) The winner of the Pulitzer
Prize for Fiction, as well as seven other awards, The Sympathizer is one of the most acclaimed books of the twenty-first century. With the
pace and suspense of a thriller and prose that has been compared to Graham Greene and Vladimir Nabokov, The Sympathizer is a sweeping
epic of love and betrayal. The narrator, a communist double agent, is a “man of two minds,” a half-French, half-Vietnamese army captain
who comes to America after the Fall of Saigon, and while building a new life with other Vietnamese refugees in Los Angeles is secretly
reporting back to his communist superiors in Vietnam. The Sympathizer is a blistering exploration of identity and America, a gripping spy
novel, and a powerful story of love and friendship.
New York Times bestselling author, Big Sister Emeritus, and Chief BFF Jen Hatmaker returns with another round of hilarious tales,
shameless honesty, and hope for the woman who has forgotten her moxie. In this highly anticipated new book, beloved author Jen Hatmaker
parlays her own triumphs and tragedies into a sigh of relief for all normal, fierce women everywhere. Whether it’s the time she drove to the
wrong city for a fourth-grade field trip (“Why are we in San Antonio?”) or the way she learned to forgive (God was super clear: Pray for this
person every day, which was the meanest thing He ever said to me. I was furious.), she offers a reminder to those of us who sometimes hide
in the car eating crackers that we do have the moxie to get back up and get back out. We can choose to live undaunted “in the moment” no
matter what the moments hold, and lead vibrant, courageous, grace-filled lives.
"Jim Steinmeyer highlights some of the groundbreaking professional material developed by Alan Wakeling, including mind-reading, billiard
ball tricks, and many large-scale illusions that the magicians, designers, and producers of today continue to integrate into their acts"-- Back
cover.
An amoral young tramp. A beautiful, sullen woman with an inconvenient husband. A problem that has only one grisly solution--a solution that
only creates other problems that no one can ever solve. First published in 1934 and banned in Boston for its explosive mixture of violence
and eroticism, The Postman Always Rings Twice is a classic of the roman noir. It established James M. Cain as a major novelist with an
unsparing vision of America's bleak underside, and was acknowledged by Albert Camus as the model for The Stranger.
Chronicles the life and career of the legendary Harry Houdini
In 1921 there burst upon the New York social scene the famous Morgan twins, Thelma and Gloria, whose names in the decade that followed
came to spell glamour and excitement in that magic world of the “international set.” Two continents thrilled to Thelma Furness’s romances
with Richard Bennett, Lord Furness, the Prince of Wales, Aly Khan, and Edmund Lowe. The whole world followed with bated breath the
searing custody trial over young Gloria that pitted mother against daughter and shook the Vanderbilts and society. While much has been
written from the outside about all of this, the two principals have never before disclosed the real truth behind the rumors and the headlines.
And exciting as are their personal adventures and escapades, their story is also a portrait of an era. In every age there have been certain
women who through a combination of beauty and personality have attracted the love and admiration of rich or famous men, and who seem to
be the embodiments of the feminine charm of the period. The Edwardian era had its Lily Langtry, the Napoleonic its Josephine, the
eighteenth century its Du Barry and its Lady Hamilton—and so on back to antiquity. In our time, among those women who have come close to
fitting this role are Lady Furness and Gloria Vanderbilt. From childhood each had the elusive qualities that characterize the femme fatale.
Both knew the love of many men, both suffered deeply, and now both have happily risen above the vicissitudes of their checkered careers
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and face the future with gallantry, humor, and without rancor or bitterness over the past. In this spirit, and with all sincerity, they have set
down the story of their lives. In Double Exposure, we are given a matchless picture of life among the great—and the near-great—in the nowvanished world between the two wars. Above all, we come to know the minds and hearts and philosophy of life and love of two fascinating
women, and something of the nature of fascination itself.
What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July? (1852) is a novella by Frederick Douglass. Having escaped from slavery in the South at a young age,
Frederick Douglass became a prominent orator and autobiographer who spearheaded the American abolitionist movement in the midnineteenth century. In this famous speech, published widely in pamphlet form after it was given to a meeting of the Rochester Ladies’ AntiSlavery Society on July 5th, 1852, Douglass exposes the hypocrisy of America’s claim to Christian and democratic ideals in spite of its
legacy of enslavement. Personal and political, Douglass’ speech helped inspire the burgeoning abolitionist movement, which fought tirelessly
for emancipation in the decades leading up to the American Civil War. “What have I, or those I represent, to do with your national
independence? Are the great principles of political freedom and of natural justice, embodied in that Declaration of Independence, extended to
us?...What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July? I answer; a day that reveals to him, more than all other days in the year, the gross
injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant victim.” Drawing upon his own experiences as an escaped slave, Douglass offers a critique of
American independence from the perspective of those who had never been free within its borders. Hopeful and courageous, Douglass’ voice
remains an essential part of our history, reminding us time and again who we are, who we have been, and what we can be as a nation. While
much of his radical message has been smoothed over through the passage of time, its revolutionary truth continues to resonate today. With a
beautifully designed cover and professionally typeset manuscript, this edition of Frederick Douglass’ What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?
is a classic of African American literature reimagined for modern readers.
Investigates the sources that inspired Bram Stoker's Dracula, drawing from archives, letters, and literary and theatrical history to reveal who
and what inspired the creation of the legendary monster.
I have never been one for history. It was the past. But history was dropped in my lap the day two dusty, dirty boxes were discovered in the old
farmhouse where my mother was born. As I opened the lids, I was immediately thrown back in time. I was now in the 1940's and caught in
the realms of WWII. From the air over the Pacific to the cold harsh winter of the Ardennes in Europe, this is a daughter's story as told to her
by her fathers.
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