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The Free State Of Jones And The Echo Of The Black
Horn Two Sides Of The Life And Activities Of Captain
Newt Knight
Indiana's Major Crimes Unit Detective Virgil Jones knew it would come back on them
one day. He just didn't think it would happen quite so soon... When Immigrations and
Customs Enforcement Agent Chris Dobson goes after one of Virgil's own, he does so in
a horrific manner, one that leaves Virgil and his wife, Sandy in shock, and exiles two of
their best friends at a time when they need them the most... Virgil's life is in a state of
chaos. He's managing a new family, a bar he owns with his best friends, he's trying to
unload two-thousand acres of inherited farmland in Shelby County without giving up the
mineral rights, and he is working both for and against the head of the MCU, Ron Miles.
But something else is happening as well: He feels as if his mind is not his own and the
turmoil and confusion have placed him at a crossroads... Three months ago, Virgil
rescued a young woman, Patty Doyle, from certain death. As a result, Patty and her
uncle, Rick Said, show their gratitude by using Virgil's Shelby County farmland as a test
bed for their new natural gas extraction method, one that Virgil hopes will free him and
his family from a major burden in their lives. But while extracting core samples for
testing, Patty is once again forced to face her demons, all while making a discovery that

Page 1/25



Acces PDF The Free State Of Jones And The Echo Of The Black Horn Two
Sides Of The Life And Activities Of Captain Newt Knight

will either save Virgil financially, or ruin him once and for all... But Patty's discovery
brings pure evil to light, and Dobson's thirst for revenge put forces in motion that
change everything. And when it does, not only does Virgil once again find himself and
those he loves at the very center of terror, he makes an unexpected and perilous
decision, one that will ultimately change his life forever, because for Virgil, all
crossroads lead back to Shelby County. You've felt the Anger. You've experienced the
Betrayal. You've taken Control. You've faced the Deception. Now, it's time to accept the
Exile. Grab your copy today! Here's what reader's just like you are saying about
Thomas Scott's Virgil Jones Mystery, Thriller & Suspense novels: Virgil Jones Series
This was one of the best series I've read in quite some time! If you liked Harry Bosch,
Alex Cross, or Reacher series, read this one. You won't be disappointed. Hats off to
Thomas Scott! Fabulous!!!! The Real Deal Do not just read one! Go all the way. This is
a great package. I am not inclined to give 5 stars but Thomas Scott is a master weaver
the supremely twisting turning tale. Excellent, Edge of seat Virgil Jones series are right
up my alley: police work, strong family ties, great friends & constantly new characters
along the way...always tying together the same theme but adding more spice! Keep up
the good work! Amazing Stories! Could not put them down! Just finished them. My
goodness! amazing stories! Could not put them down. I was in tears with State of
Betrayal & State of Control. Great Series! Looking forward to the next installment
Looking for good Kindle Mystery/Thriller/Crime books is like hunting for diamonds in
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Arkansas. This time, I found a real treasure in Mr. Scott's novels! Getting to know Virgil
Jones and the other characters in this series as well as fast paced action and some
twists along the way make it hard to turn off the Kindle. Great Read! Great characters
and plot line. Can't wait for more Virgil Jones! Brilliant Series Wow! What a fantastic
series. I found it extremely hard to put them down. The main characters are extremely
likable and each book was action packed and for the most part kept me guessing the
outcome right to the end.
Music Is History combines Questlove’s deep musical expertise with his curiosity about
history, examining America over the past fifty years. Focusing on the years 1971 to the
present, Questlove finds the hidden connections in the American tapes- try, whether
investigating how the blaxploitation era reshaped Black identity or considering the way
disco took an assembly-line approach to Black genius. And these critical inquiries are
complemented by his own memories as a music fan, and the way his appetite for pop
culture taught him about America. A history of the last half-century and an intimate
conversation with one of music’s most influential and original voices, Music Is History is
a singular look at contemporary America.
A century after Appomattox, the civil rights movement won full citizenship for black
Americans in the South. It should not have been necessary: by 1870 those rights were
set in the Constitution. This is the story of the terrorist campaign that took them away.
Nicholas Lemann opens his extraordinary new book with a riveting account of the
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horrific events of Easter 1873 in Colfax, Louisiana, where a white militia of Confederate
veterans-turned-vigilantes attacked the black community there and massacred
hundreds of people in a gruesome killing spree. This was the start of an insurgency that
changed the course of American history: for the next few years white Southern
Democrats waged a campaign of political terrorism aiming to overturn the Fourteenth
and Fifteenth Amendments and challenge President Grant'ssupport for the emergent
structures of black political power. The remorseless strategy of well-financed "White
Line" organizations was to create chaos and keep blacks from voting out of fear for
their lives and livelihoods. Redemption is the first book to describe in uncompromising
detail this organized racial violence, which reached its apogee in Mississippi in 1875.
Lemann bases his devastating account on a wealth of military records, congressional
investigations, memoirs, press reports, and the invaluable papers of Adelbert Ames, the
war hero from Maine who was Mississippi's governor at the time. When Ames pleaded
with Grant for federal troops who could thwart the white terrorists violently disrupting
Republican political activities, Grant wavered, and the result was a bloody, corrupt
election in which Mississippi was "redeemed"—that is, returned to white control.
Redemption makes clear that this is what led to the death of Reconstruction—and of the
rights encoded in the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments. We are still living with the
consequences.
From the incomparable Emmy, Grammy, and Tony Award winner, a powerful and
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revealing autobiography about race, sexuality, art, and healing It’s easy to be yourself
when who and what you are is in vogue. But growing up Black and gay in America has
never been easy. Before Billy Porter was slaying red carpets and giving an iconic
Emmy-winning performance in the celebrated TV show Pose; before he was the
groundbreaking Tony and Grammy Award-winning star of Broadway’s Kinky Boots;
and before he was an acclaimed recording artist, actor, playwright, director, and all-
around legend, Porter was a young boy in Pittsburgh who was seen as different, who
didn’t fit in. At five years old, Porter was sent to therapy to “fix” his effeminacy. He was
endlessly bullied at school, sexually abused by his stepfather, and criticized at his
church. Porter came of age in a world where simply being himself was a constant
struggle. Billy Porter’s Unprotected is the life story of a singular artist and survivor in
his own words. It is the story of a boy whose talent and courage opened doors for him,
but only a crack. It is the story of a teenager discovering himself, learning his voice and
his craft amidst deep trauma. And it is the story of a young man whose unbreakable
determination led him through countless hard times to where he is now; a proud icon
who refuses to back down or hide. Porter is a multitalented, multifaceted treasure at the
top of his game, and Unprotected is a resonant, inspirational story of trauma and
healing, shot through with his singular voice.
This remarkable biography and edited diary tell the story of William Ellis Jones
(1838–1910), an artillerist in Crenshaw’s Battery, Pegram’s Battalion, the Army of
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Northern Virginia. One of the few extant diaries by a Confederate artillerist, Jones’s
articulate writings cover camp life as well as many of the key military events of 1862,
including the Peninsula Campaign, the Second Battle of Manassas, the Maryland
Campaign, and the Battle of Fredericksburg. In 1865 Jones returned to his prewar
printing trade in Richmond, and his lasting reputation stems from his namesake
publishing company’s role in the creation and dissemination of much of the Lost Cause
ideology. Unlike the pro-Confederate books and pamphlets Jones published—primary
among them the Southern Historical Society Papers—his diary shows the mindset of an
unenthusiastic soldier. In a model of contextualization, Constance Hall Jones shows
how her ancestor came to embrace an uncritical veneration of the army’s leadership
and to promulgate a mythology created by veterans and their descendants who refused
to face the amorality of their cause. Jones brackets the soldier’s diary with rich,
biographical detail, profiling his friends and relatives and providing insight into his
childhood and post-war years. In doing so, she offers one of the first serious
investigations into the experience of a Welsh immigrant family loyal to the Confederacy
and makes a significant contribution to our understanding of Civil War–era Richmond
and the nineteenth-century publishing industry. Invitingly written, The Spirits of Bad
Men Made Perfect is an engaging life-and-times story that will appeal to historians and
general readers alike.
? William Edmondson “Grumble” Jones (b. 1824) stands among the most notable
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Southwest Virginians to fight in the Civil War. The Washington County native graduated
from Emory & Henry College and West Point. As a lieutenant in the “Old Army”
between service in Oregon and Texas, he watched helplessly as his wife drowned
during the wreck of the steamship Independence. He resigned his commission in 1857.
Resuming his military career as a Confederate officer, he mentored the legendary John
Singleton Mosby. His many battles included a clash with George Armstrong Custer
near Gettysburg. An internal dispute with his commanding general, J.E.B. Stuart,
resulted in Jones’s court-martial conviction in 1863. Following a series of campaigns in
East Tennessee and Southwest Virginia, he returned to the Shenandoah Valley and
died in battle in 1864, leaving a mixed legacy.
"The New York Times' 1619 Project, launched in August 2019, mobilized vast editorial
and financial resources to portray racial conflict as the central driving force of American
history. By denigrating the democratic content of the American Revolution and of the
Civil War, it sought to erode democratic consciousness and to undermine the common
struggle of the working class of all ethnic backgrounds against staggering social
inequality. The book includes the World Socialist Web Site refutation of the 1619
Project, interviews with eight right leading historians, a lecture series on American
history, and a record of the controversy"--
On 12th December 2019, the Left died. That at least was the view of much of Britain's
media and political establishment, who saw the electoral defeat of Jeremy Corbyn's
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Labour Party as the damning repudiation of everything it stood for. Yet, just over four
years previously, the election of Corbyn as Labour leader seemed like a sea-change in
politics- reanimating not just a party in apparently terminal decline but a country adrift,
with a transformative vision based on a more just, more equal society and economy. In
this revelatory new book, Owen Jones explores how these ideas took hold, how they
promised to change the nature of British politics - and how everything then went
profoundly, catastrophically wrong. Why did the Left fail so badly? Where, in this most
critical of times, does that failure leave its values and ideas? Where does it leave Britain
itself?
A free region deeply influenced by southern mores, the Lower Middle West represented
a true cultural and political median in Civil War-era America. Here grew a Unionism
steeped in the mythology of the Loyal West--a myth rooted in regional and racial
animosities and the belief that westerners had won the war. Matthew E. Stanley's
intimate study explores the Civil War, Reconstruction, and sectional reunion in this
bellwether region. Using the lives of area soldiers and officers as a lens, Stanley
reveals a place and a strain of collective memory that was anti-rebel, anti-eastern, and
anti-black in its attitudes--one that came to be at the forefront of the northern retreat
from Reconstruction and toward white reunion. The Lower Middle West's embrace of
black exclusion laws, origination of the Copperhead movement, backlash against
liberalizing war measures, and rejection of Reconstruction were all pivotal to broader
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American politics. And the region's legacies of white supremacy--from racialized labor
violence to sundown towns to lynching--found malignant expression nationwide,
intersecting with how Loyal Westerners remembered the war.
Contradicts the myth of a unified Confederacy during the Civil War, recounting the
efforts of Newton Knight, the Jones County, Mississippi, farmer who organized his
community to fight against the Confederates.
What would it mean to “get over slavery”? Is such a thing possible? Is it even
desirable? Should we perceive the psychic hold of slavery as a set of mental manacles
that hold us back from imagining a postracist America? Or could the psychic hold of
slavery be understood as a tool, helping us get a grip on the systemic racial inequalities
and restricted liberties that persist in the present day? Featuring original essays from an
array of established and emerging scholars in the interdisciplinary field of African
American studies, The Psychic Hold of Slavery offers a nuanced dialogue upon these
questions. With a painful awareness that our understanding of the past informs our
understanding of the present—and vice versa—the contributors place slavery’s historical
legacies in conversation with twenty-first-century manifestations of antiblack violence,
dehumanization, and social death. Through an exploration of film, drama, fiction,
performance art, graphic novels, and philosophical discourse, this volume considers
how artists grapple with questions of representation, as they ask whether slavery can
ever be accurately depicted, trace the scars that slavery has left on a traumatized body
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politic, or debate how to best convey that black lives matter. The Psychic Hold of
Slavery thus raises provocative questions about how we behold the historically distinct
event of African diasporic enslavement and how we might hold off the transhistorical
force of antiblack domination.
Between late 1863 and mid-1864, an armed band of Confederate deserters battled
Confederate cavalry in the Piney Woods region of Jones County, Mississippi. Calling
themselves the Knight Company after their captain, Newton Knight, they set up
headquarters in the swamps of the Leaf River, where they declared their loyalty to the
U.S. government. The story of the Jones County rebellion is well known among
Mississippians, and debate over whether the county actually seceded from the state
during the war has smoldered for more than a century. Adding further controversy to
the legend is the story of Newt Knight's interracial romance with his wartime
accomplice, Rachel, a slave. From their relationship there developed a mixed-race
community that endured long after the Civil War had ended, and the ambiguous racial
identity of their descendants confounded the rules of segregated Mississippi well into
the twentieth century. Victoria Bynum traces the origins and legacy of the Jones County
uprising from the American Revolution to the modern civil rights movement. In bridging
the gap between the legendary and the real Free State of Jones, she shows how the
legend--what was told, what was embellished, and what was left out--reveals a great
deal about the South's transition from slavery to segregation; the racial, gender, and
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class politics of the period; and the contingent nature of history and memory. In a new
afterword, Victoria Bynum updates readers on recent scholarship, current issues of
race and Southern heritage, and the coming movie that make this Civil War story
essential reading. The Free State of Jones, starring Matthew McConaughey, Gugu
Mbatha-Raw, and Keri Russell, will be released in March 2016.
Born in the south to a slave mother and a white father, Anna Knight grew up in the
Jasper County, Mississippi cotton fields. Realizing this wasn’t for her, she taught
herself to read and write and eventually became the first in her family to graduate from
College. In From Cotton Fields to Mission Fields, author Dorothy Knight Marsh tells her
great-aunt’s story. This memoir follows Anna from her early years in Mississippi,
around the world, and back again. She graduated as a nurse from Battle Creek
Sanitarium in Michigan and later returned home and operated a self-supporting school
for the adults and children. Anna was then appointed a missionary to India, serving
nearly seven years. Never forgetting those she left behind, Anna returned to the United
States and restarted the school the knight riders burned. From Cotton Fields to Mission
Fields narrates the story of a woman of purpose who had no fear, dedicated her life to
education, establishing schools throughout the south for all black children.
Now a major motion picture by the Academy Award-winning director of "The Exorcist."
This collection is the definitive analysis of the Emerald Archer, from his Golden Age
origins to his small screen adventures and beyond. Exploring overlooked chapters of
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Green Arrow's life, and those of alter ego Oliver Queen, this book shows that Green
Arrow has never been just one thing, but rather a perpetually moving target. Includes
new interviews with Green Arrow creators from across the decades, including Neal
Adams, Mike Grell, Chuck Dixon, Phil Hester, Brad Meltzer, and Jeff Lemire.
An-My L On Contested Terrain Copublished by Aperture and Carnegie Museum of Art
In Force and Freedom, Kellie Carter Jackson provides the first historical analysis
exclusively focused on the tactical use of violence among antebellum black activists.
Through tactical violence, argues Carter Jackson, abolitionist leaders created the
conditions that necessitated the Civil War.
Subject of the upcoming film Free State of Jones, this book provides recollections of the
man who took on the Confederacy during the Civil War and established the liberated
Mississippi county. Soldier, Father, Rebel. Outlaw. A man of deep convictions, Captain
Newt Knight disagreed with the values of the South and was accused of deserting the
Confederate army. He was a believer in doing what was just. During the Civil War, he
formed his own band of deserters who would rebel against the Confederacy and
support the Union. In the spring of 1864, the government in Jones County was
effectively overthrown, and, the county was dubbed “The Free State of Jones.”
Eventually, Knight would establish a mixed race town for both whites and former slaves
to inhabit together. This edition merges two rare books on the subject; Thomas
Jefferson Knight’s The Life and Activities of Captain Newt Knight and Ethel Knight’s
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The Echo at the Black Horn. Each paints a singular portrait of this elusive historical
figure. Was he Civil War-Era Robin Hood or a manipulative cult leader? Both surely
have fictitious elements determined by the authors' biases. Historian Jim Kelly provides
a forward that helps examine the importance of each position on Newt Knight’s role in
the conflict and what his motivations truly were. Now the subject of a new feature film,
the experiences of Newt Knight will be brought back to light. This highly informative
book helps to explore his life and give an in-depth look at the man—through the eyes of
his son and grand-niece.
The novel, Widow of the Free State of Jones, is about the courage of one woman who
managed to survive the ravages of the Civil War as well as the war within the Free
State of Jones County. The book is historical fiction but based on the life of Eliza Evans
Crabtree and her husband Haynes, who were the author's great-grandparents. It is the
product of many hours of research and remembrance of family stories. Haynes served
in the Confederacy and died as a prisoner of war just before the war ended. He joined
to please his brothers, not because he believed in slavery. Eliza praised God even
when life seemed unmanageable. She took care of the farm aided by a young
Confederate deserter. It seemed as if she was fighting against the Union, the
Confederacy, and the Free State of Jones at the same time. After losing everything,
Eliza and the children moved to Beaver Meadow, Alabama, to be near Murphy Crabtree
and his family. She and the children worked until her goal of a boarding house was
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achieved. The story portrays life at its worst with the horrors of war, racial injustice, and
poverty. It also describes life at its best with love and hard work reaping the reward of
peace and security.
Legend of the Free State of Jones was the first authoritative explanation of just what did
happen in Jones County in 1864 to give rise to the legend and now to a major motion
picture starring Matthew McConaughey.
NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER • A TODAY SHOW #READWITHJENNA BOOK
CLUB PICK! • The moving story of an undocumented child living in poverty in the
richest country in the world—an incandescent debut from an astonishing new talent
“Heartrending, unvarnished, and powerfully courageous, this account of growing up
undocumented in America will never leave you." —Gish Jen, author of The Resisters In
Chinese, the word for America, Mei Guo, translates directly to “beautiful country.” Yet
when seven-year-old Qian arrives in New York City in 1994 full of curiosity, she is
overwhelmed by crushing fear and scarcity. In China, Qian’s parents were professors;
in America, her family is “illegal” and it will require all the determination and small joys
they can muster to survive. In Chinatown, Qian’s parents labor in sweatshops. Instead
of laughing at her jokes, they fight constantly, taking out the stress of their new life on
one another. Shunned by her classmates and teachers for her limited English, Qian
takes refuge in the library and masters the language through books, coming to think of
The Berenstain Bears as her first American friends. And where there is delight to be
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found, Qian relishes it: her first bite of gloriously greasy pizza, weekly “shopping days,”
when Qian finds small treasures in the trash lining Brooklyn’s streets, and a magical
Christmas visit to Rockefeller Center—confirmation that the New York City she saw in
movies does exist after all. But then Qian’s headstrong Ma Ma collapses, revealing an
illness that she has kept secret for months for fear of the cost and scrutiny of a doctor’s
visit. As Ba Ba retreats further inward, Qian has little to hold onto beyond his constant
refrain: Whatever happens, say that you were born here, that you’ve always lived here.
Inhabiting her childhood perspective with exquisite lyric clarity and unforgettable charm
and strength, Qian Julie Wang has penned an essential American story about a family
fracturing under the weight of invisibility, and a girl coming of age in the shadows, who
never stops seeking the light.
Between late 1863 and mid-1864, an armed band of Confederate deserters battled
Confederate cavalry in the Piney Woods region of Jones County, Mississippi. Calling
themselves the Knight Company after their captain, Newton Knight, and aided by
women, slaves, and children who spied on the Confederacy and provided food and
shelter, they set up headquarters in the swamps of the Leaf River. There, legend has it,
they declared the Free State of Jones. In this UNC Press Short, excerpted from The
Free State of Jones: Mississippi's Longest Civil War, Victoria E. Bynum traces Newton
Knight's story from his enlistment in the Confederate Army, to his desertion and
formation of the Knight Company, to the violent clashes with Confederate authorities
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that culminated in the infamous Lowry raids of 1864. UNC Press Civil War Shorts
excerpt compelling, shorter narratives from selected best-selling books published by the
University of North Carolina Press and present them as engaging, quick reads.
Produced exclusively in ebook format, these shorts present essential concepts, defining
moments, and concise introductions to topics. They are intended to stir the imagination
and encourage further exploration of the original publications from which these works
are drawn.
THRILLING SCIENCE FICTION ADVENTURE FROM BEST-SELLING AUTHORS
LARRY CORREIA AND JOHN BROWN The Heart of a Warrior Once, Jackson Rook
was a war hero. Raised from boyhood to pilot an exosuit mech, he’d fought gallantly for
the rebellion against the Collectivists. But that was a long time ago, on a world very far
away. Now, Jackson Rook is a criminal, a smuggler on board the Multipurpose Supply
Vehicle Tar Heel. His latest mission: steal a top-of-the-line mech called the Citadel and
deliver it to the far-flung planet Swindle, a world so hostile even the air will kill you. The
client: a man known only as the Warlord. Rook has been in the smuggling business
long enough to know that it’s best to take the money and not ask questions. But Rook
cannot stand by and watch as the Warlord runs roughshod over the citizens of Swindle,
the way the Collectivists did on his homeworld. For all his mercenary ways, Rook is not
a pirate. And deep within the smuggler, the heart of a warrior still beats. At the
publisher's request, this title is sold without DRM (Digital Rights Management).
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"The man held his shotgun close to his body as he darted through the woods. Branches
and vines slapped at his face and arms, leaving small cuts in their wake. His heart was
pounding, and his breath came in short gasps, barely able to keep up with the pace of
his legs, which churned at the top speed the dense woods would allow. He could hear
the bloodhounds barking behind him. They seemed to be getting closer..." For a
number of years now, the hunt has been on to find out the real truth about Newt Knight
and his compatriots, and about the Free State of Jones. Who was Newt Knight - a
cowardly deserter and a murderer, or a hero who stood up for his beliefs? As with all
long-told stories, the truth lies somewhere between these two extremes. Discover the
truth about Newt's story, and discover interesting parallels to Newt's story in the lives of
other men in the Southern states during the Civil War: men who supported the Union
from within the Confederacy, who escaped to the Union lines, and who chose to defy
convention with interracial relationships. (Helpful Note for the reader: this book and the
books, "On Both Sides" and "Secrets of the Williams Cemetery" contain some of the
same stories. The book "Fallen Sons" shares no duplication with this book, and would
be a good choice as an accompanying purchase.)
'THE POLITICAL BOOK OF THE YEAR' Tim Shipman A blistering narrative
exposé of infighting, skulduggery and chaos in Corbyn's Labour party, now
revised and updated. * A Times, Guardian, Daily Telegraph, Sunday Times and i
Newspaper Book of the Year * Left Out tells, for the first time, the astonishing full
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story of Labour's recent transformation and historic defeat. Drawing on unrivalled
access, this blistering exposé moves from the peak of Jeremy Corbyn's
popularity and the shock hung parliament of 2017 to Labour's humbling in 2019
and the election of Keir Starmer. It reveals a party at war with itself, and puts the
reader in the room as tensions boil over, sworn enemies forge unlikely alliances
and lifelong friendships are tested to breaking point. This is the ultimate account
of the greatest experiment seen in British politics for a generation. 'Gripping...
Every bit as good as people say' Guardian 'Reads like a thriller...told with
panache and pace' Financial Times 'The definitive post-mortem of the Corbyn
project' Sunday Times
Monumental and revelatory, Free Labor explores labor activism throughout the
country during a period of incredible diversity and fluidity: the American Civil War.
Mark A. Lause describes how the working class radicalized during the war as a
response to economic crisis, the political opportunity created by the election of
Abraham Lincoln, and the ideology of free labor and abolition. Grappling with a
broad array of organizations, tactics, and settings, Lause portrays not only the
widely known leaders and theoreticians, but also the unsung workers who
struggled on the battlefield and the picket line. His close attention to women and
African Americans, meanwhile, dismantles notions of the working class as
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synonymous with whiteness and maleness. In addition, Lause offers a nuanced
consideration of race's role in the politics of national labor organizations, in
segregated industries in the border North and South, and in black resistance in
the secessionist South, creatively reading self-emancipation as the largest
general strike in U.S. history.
"Natchez, Mississippi, once had more millionaires per capita than anywhere else
in America, and its wealth was built on slavery and cotton. Today it has the
greatest concentration of antebellum mansions in the South, and a culture full of
unexpected contradictions. Prominent white families dress up in hoopskirts and
Confederate uniforms for ritual celebrations of the Old South, yet Natchez is also
progressive enough to elect a gay black man for mayor with 91 percent of the
vote"--
This book traces how and why the secession of the South during the American
Civil War was accomplished at ground level through the actions of ordinary men.
Adopting a micro-historical approach, Lawrence T. McDonnell works to connect
small events in new ways - he places one company of the secessionist
Minutemen in historical context, exploring the political and cultural dynamics of
their choices. Every chapter presents little-known characters whose lives and
decisions were crucial to the history of Southern disunion. McDonnell asks
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readers to consider the past with fresh eyes, analyzing the structure and
dynamics of social networks and social movements. He presents the dissolution
of the Union through new events, actors, issues, and ideas, illuminating the social
contradictions that cast the South's most conservative city as the radical heart of
Dixie.
Across a century, Victoria Bynum reinterprets the cultural, social, and political
meaning of Mississippi's longest civil war, waged in the Free State of Jones, the
southeastern Mississippi county that was home to a Unionist stronghold during
the Civil War and home to a large and complex mixed-race community in the late
nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
" ... provides updated county and town listings within the same overall state-by-
state organization ... information on records and holdings for every county in the
United States, as well as excellent maps from renowned mapmaker William
Dollarhide ... The availability of census records such as federal, state, and
territorial census reports is covered in detail ... Vital records are also discussed,
including when and where they were kept and how"--Publisher decription.
Explains the origins of the Fourteenth Amendment's birthright citizenship
provision, as a story of black Americans' pre-Civil War claims to belonging.
The inside story of how a courageous FBI informant helped to bring down the
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KKK organization responsible for a brutal civil rights–era killing. By early 1966,
the work of Vernon Dahmer was well known in south Mississippi. A light-skinned
Black man, he was a farmer, grocery store owner, and two-time president of the
Forrest County chapter of the NAACP. He and Medgar Evers founded a youth
NAACP chapter in Hattiesburg, and for years after Evers’s assassination
Dahmer was the chief advocate for voting rights in a county where Black
registration was shamelessly suppressed. This put Dahmer in the crosshairs of
the White Knights, with headquarters in nearby Laurel. Already known as one of
the most violent sects of the KKK in the South, the group carried out his murder
in a raid that burned down his home and store. A year before, Tom Landrum, a
young, unassuming member of a family with deep Mississippi roots, joined the
Klan to become an FBI informant. He penetrated the White Knights’ secret
circles, recording almost daily journal entries. He risked his life, and the safety of
his young family, to chronicle extensively the clandestine activities of the Klan.
Veteran journalist Curtis Wilkie draws on his exclusive access to Landrum’s
journals to re-create these events—the conversations, the incendiary nighttime
meetings, the plans leading up to Dahmer’s murder and its erratic
execution—culminating in the conviction and imprisonment of many of those
responsible for Dahmer’s death. In riveting detail, When Evil Lived in Laurel
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plumbs the nature and harrowing consequences of institutional racism, and
brings fresh light to this chapter in the history of civil rights in the South—one with
urgent implications for today.
In this study, Susan Gillman explores America during the years from the end of
Reconstruction to the First World War, and the rise during this period of a remarkable
genre - the race melodrama - and the ways in which it converged with literary trends,
popular history, and fringe movements.
Between late 1863 and mid-1864, an armed band of Confederate deserters battled
Confederate cavalry in the Piney Woods region of Jones County, Mississippi. Calling
themselves the Knight Company after their captain, Newton Knight, they set up
headquarters in the swamps of the Leaf River, where they declared their loyalty to the
U.S. government. The story of the Jones County rebellion is well known among
Mississippians, and debate over whether the county actually seceded from the state
during the war has smoldered for more than a century. Adding further controversy to
the legend is the story of Newt Knight's interracial romance with his wartime
accomplice, Rachel, a slave. From their relationship there developed a mixed-race
community that endured long after the Civil War had ended, and the ambiguous racial
identity of their descendants confounded the rules of segregated Mississippi well into
the twentieth century. Victoria Bynum traces the origins and legacy of the Jones County
uprising from the American Revolution to the modern civil rights movement. In bridging
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the gap between the legendary and the real Free State of Jones, she shows how the
legend--what was told, what was embellished, and what was left out--reveals a great
deal about the South's transition from slavery to segregation; the racial, gender, and
class politics of the period; and the contingent nature of history and memory. In a new
afterword, Bynum updates readers on recent scholarship, current issues of race and
Southern heritage, and the coming movie that make this Civil War story essential
reading. The Free State of Jones film, starring Matthew McConaughey, Gugu Mbatha-
Raw, and Keri Russell, will be released in May 2016.
In The American Civil War on Film and TV: Blue and Gray in Black and White and
Color, Douglas Brode, Shea T. Brode, and Cynthia J. Miller bring together nineteen
essays by a diverse array of scholars to explore issues of morality, race, gender,
nation, and history in films and television shows featuring the American Civil War.
Jarret Ruminski examines ordinary lives in Confederate-controlled Mississippi to show
how military occupation and the ravages of war tested the meaning of loyalty during
America's greatest rift. The extent of southern loyalty to the Confederate States of
America has remained a subject of historical contention that has resulted in two
conflicting conclusions: one, southern patriotism was either strong enough to carry the
Confederacy to the brink of victory, or two, it was so weak that the Confederacy was
doomed to crumble from internal discord. Mississippi, the home state of Confederate
President Jefferson Davis, should have been a hotbed of Confederate patriotism. The
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reality was much more complicated. Ruminski breaks the weak/strong loyalty impasse
by looking at how people from different backgrounds--women and men, white and
black, enslaved and free, rich and poor--negotiated the shifting contours of loyalty in a
state where Union occupation turned everyday activities into potential tests of
patriotism. While the Confederate government demanded total national loyalty from its
citizenry, this study focuses on wartime activities such as swearing the Union oath,
illegally trading with the Union army, and deserting from the Confederate army to show
how Mississippians acted on multiple loyalties to self, family, and nation. Ruminski also
probes the relationship between race and loyalty to indicate how an internal war
between slaves and slaveholders defined Mississippi's social development well into the
twentieth century.
Between 2011 and 2015, the Opinion section of The New York Times published
Disunion, a series marking the long string of anniversaries around the Civil War, the
most destructive, and most defining, conflict in American history. The works were
startling in their range and direction, some taking on major topics, like the Gettysburg
Address and the Battle of Fredericksburg, while others tackled subjects whose
seemingly incidental quality yielded unexpected riches and new angles. Some come
from the country's leading historians; others from those for whom the war figured in
private ways, involving an ancestor or a letter found in a trunk. Disunion received wide
acclaim for featuring some of the most original thinking about the Civil War in years. For
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millions of readers, Disunion came to define the Civil War sesquicentennial. Now the
historian Ted Widmer, along with Clay Risen and George Kalogerakis of The New York
Times, has curated a collection of these pieces, covering the entire history of the Civil
War, from Lincoln's election to Appomattox and beyond. Moving chronologically and
thematically across all four years of hostilities, this comprehensive and engrossing work
examines secession, slavery, battles, and domestic and global politics. Here are
previously unheard voices-of women, freed African Americans, and Native Americans-
alongside those of Lincoln, Grant, and Lee, portrayed in human as well as historical
scale. David Blight sheds light on how Frederick Douglass welcomed South Carolina's
secession-an event he knew would catapult the abolitionist movement into the spotlight;
Elizabeth R. Varon explores how both North and South clamored to assert that the
nation's "ladies," symbolic of moral purity, had sided with them; Harold Holzer deciphers
Lincoln's official silence between his election to the presidency and his inauguration-
what his supporters named "masterful inactivity"-and the effects it had on the splintering
country. More than any single volume ever published, Disunion reveals the full
spectrum of America's bloodiest conflict and illuminates its living legacies.
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