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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Around the year 1049, William, Duke of Normandy and
future conqueror of England, raced to the palace of Baldwin V, Count of Flanders. The count’s
eldest daughter, Matilda, had refused William’s offer of marriage and publicly denounced him
as a bastard. Encountering the young woman, William furiously dragged her to the ground by
her hair and beat her mercilessly. Matilda’s outraged father immediately took up arms on his
daughter’s behalf. But just a few days later, Baldwin was aghast when Matilda, still recovering
from the assault, announced that she would marry none but William, since “he must be a man
of great courage and high daring” to have ventured to “come and beat me in my own father’s
palace.” Thus began the tempestuous marriage of Matilda of Flanders and William the
Conqueror. While William’s exploits and triumphs have been widely chronicled, his consort
remains largely overlooked. Now, in her groundbreaking Queen of the Conqueror, acclaimed
author and historian Tracy Borman weaves together a comprehensive and illuminating tapestry
of this noble woman who stood only four-foot-two and whose role as the first crowned Queen
of England had a large and lasting influence on the English monarchy. From a wealth of
historical artifacts and documents, Matilda emerges as passionate, steadfast, and wise, yet
also utterly ruthless and tenacious in pursuit of her goals, and the only person capable of
taming her formidable husband—who, unprecedented for the period, remained staunchly faithful
to her. This mother of nine, including four sons who went on to inherit William’s French and
English dominions, confounded the traditional views of women in medieval society by seizing
the reins of power whenever she had the chance, directing her husband’s policy, and at times
flagrantly disobeying his orders. Tracy Borman lays out Matilda’s remarkable story against one
of the most fascinating and transformative periods in European history. Stirring, richly detailed,
and wholly involving, Queen of the Conqueror reveals not just an extraordinary figure but an
iconic woman who shaped generations, and an era that cast the essential framework for the
world we know today. Praise for Queen of the Conqueror “[Tracy Borman] brings to life Queen
Matilda’s enormous accomplishments in consolidating early Norman rule. Alongside her
warrior husband, William I, Matilda brought legitimacy, a deeper degree of education,
diplomatic savvy and artistic and religious flowering to the shared Norman-English throne.
Borman . . . the chief executive of Britain’s Heritage Education Trust, fleshes out the
personality of this fascinating woman, who set the steely precedent for subsequent English
female sovereigns by displaying great longevity and stamina in a rough, paternalistic time. . . .
A richly layered treatment of the stormy reign that yielded the incomparable Bayeux Tapestry
and the Domesday Book.”—Kirkus Reviews “Tracy Borman tells this story with a steady eye
and a steady hand, tracing what can be known of Matilda’s part in the events that were to
change the course of English history.”—Helen Castor, Literary Review
'A formidable, brave and important book' Robert Macfarlane Who owns England? Behind this
simple question lies this country's oldest and best-kept secret. This is the history of how
England's elite came to own our land, and an inspiring manifesto for how to open up our
countryside once more. This book has been a long time coming. Since 1086, in fact. For
centuries, England's elite have covered up how they got their hands on millions of acres of our
land, by constructing walls, burying surveys and more recently, sheltering behind offshore shell
companies. But with the dawn of digital mapping and the Freedom of Information Act, it's
becoming increasingly difficult for them to hide. Trespassing through tightly-guarded country
estates, ecologically ravaged grouse moors and empty Mayfair mansions, writer and activist
Guy Shrubsole has used these 21st century tools to uncover a wealth of never-before-seen
information about the people who own our land, to create the most comprehensive map of land
ownership in England that has ever been made public. From secret military islands to tunnels
deep beneath London, Shrubsole unearths truths concealed since the Domesday Book about
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who is really in charge of this country - at a time when Brexit is meant to be returning
sovereignty to the people. Melding history, politics and polemic, he vividly demonstrates how
taking control of land ownership is key to tackling everything from the housing crisis to climate
change - and even halting the erosion of our very democracy. It's time to expose the truth
about who owns England - and finally take back our green and pleasant land.
Essex Beville was born in Huntingdonshire, England. His parents were John Beville and Mary
Clement. He had emigrated by 1663 and was living in Henrico County, Virginia. He married
Amy Butler and they had five children. Ancestry in England is traced to William de Beville prior
to 1066. Descendants in the United States lived mainly in Virginia.
In Ratoon, Lawrence Walrond describes the quest for the history of his family name and for his
roots. Unrelenting research takes him from 7th-century Germany through 11th-century France
and England and eventually to 17th-century Caribbean countries. He links customs in ancient
New Guinea to trade practices of Mediterranean states, and he follows the Walrond name from
the battlefields of England across the Atlantic to the sugar plantations of Barbados, where
African slaves adopted the names of English landowners. From the history of world events,
Lawrence turns to the recent past and pieces together his father's biography using childhood
memories, family photographs, interviews, and the man's own diary and records. His father's
vocation as a successful elementary school principal in Trinidad is paralleled by Lawrence's
own equally effective career as a French teacher in Canadian secondary schools. A unique
blend of history, biography, and memoir, Ratoon explores the value of travel, how individuals
relate to world events, what kinds of information are worth recording, and how we make sense
of the past....
Focusing on the family of Ealdorman Leofwine, which retained power throughout an
extraordinary period of political and dynastic upheaval, Stephen Baxter reassesses
fundamental elements of late Anglo-Saxon government and society, offering a fresh
interpretation of the structure of the late Anglo-Saxon polity and the origins of the Norman
Conquest.
This book, first published in 1994, studies aristocratic politics and government in Yorkshire in
the century after 1066.
The essential primary-source history of the British Isles through the early Middle Ages, fully
annotated and illustrated with paintings and engravings. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle is one of
the most important sets of historical documents concerning the history of the British Isles.
These vital accounts, thought to be first set down in the late ninth century by a scribe in
Wessex, illuminate events through the Dark Ages that would otherwise be lost to history.
Without this chronicle, it would be impossible to write the history of the English from the
Romans to the Norman Conquest. The compilers of this chronicle included contemporary
events they themselves witnessed, as well as those recorded by earlier annalists whose work
is in many cases preserved nowhere else. With nine known versions of the Chronicle in
existence, this translated edition presents a conflation of passages from different versions.
Relying heavily on Rev. James Ingram’s 1828 translation, the footnotes provided are all those
of Rev. Ingram. This edition also includes the complete Parker Manuscript.

Follows the medieval survey of the lands and people of England and reviews how
much of medieval England still remains
On a summer's day in 1215 a beleaguered English monarch met a group of
disgruntled barons in a meadow by the river Thames named Runnymede. Beset
by foreign crisis and domestic rebellion, King John was fast running out of
options. On 15 June he reluctantly agreed to fix his regal seal to a document that
would change the world. A milestone in the development of constitutional politics
and the rule of law, the 'Great Charter' established an Englishman's right to
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Habeas Corpus and set limits to the exercise of royal power. For the first time a
group of subjects had forced an English king to agree to a document that limited
his powers by law and protected their rights. Dan Jones's elegant and
authoritative narrative of the making and legacy of Magna Carta is amplified by
profiles of the barons who secured it and a full text of the charter in both Latin
and English.
Five years in the writing by one of science fiction's most honored authors,
Doomsday Book is a storytelling triumph. Connie Willis draws upon her
understanding of the universalities of human nature to explore the ageless issues
of evil, suffering and the indomitable will of the human spirit. For Kivrin, preparing
an on-site study of one of the deadliest eras in humanity's history was as simple
as receiving inoculations against the diseases of the fourteenth century and
inventing an alibi for a woman traveling alone. For her instructors in the twentyfirst century, it meant painstaking calculations and careful monitoring of the
rendezvous location where Kivrin would be received. But a crisis strangely linking
past and future strands Kivrin in a bygone age as her fellows try desperately to
rescue her. In a time of superstition and fear, Kivrin—barely of age herself—finds
she has become an unlikely angel of hope during one of history's darkest hours.
Praise for Doomsday Book “A stunning novel that encompasses both suffering
and hope. . . . The best work yet from one of science fiction’s best writers.”—The
Denver Post “Splendid work—brutal, gripping and genuinely harrowing, the
product of diligent research, fine writing and well-honed instincts, that should
appeal far beyond the normal science-fiction constituency.”—Kirkus Reviews
(starred review) “The world of 1348 burns in the mind’s eye, and every character
alive that year is a fully recognized being. . . . It becomes possible to feel . . . that
Connie Willis did, in fact, over the five years Doomsday Book took her to write,
open a window to another world, and that she saw something there.”—The
Washington Post Book World
William of Normandy has just won the battle of Hastings but has lost something
precious; so precious no one must even know it is missing. Reluctantly
assembling a team of incompetents, he sends them on a mission of recovery. But
his secret is out and another band is after the treasure. In a race across a savage
land, through a population of confused misfits, against the clock and against one
another, two forces hurtle towards a finale of cataclysmic proportions.
'Fascinating and timely. Required reading for every developer, planner or
councillor who holds London in trust today' Griff Rhys Jones 'Accessible, clear
and readable' Rowan Moore, The Observer ________________________
LONDON: a settlement founded by the Romans, occupied by the Saxons,
conquered by the Danes and ruled by the Normans. This unremarkable place not even included in the Domesday Book - became a medieval maze of alleys
and courtyards, later to be chequered with grand estates of Georgian splendour.
It swelled with industry and became the centre of the largest empire in history.
And rising from the rubble of the Blitz, it is now one of the greatest cities in the
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world. From the prehistoric occupants of the Thames valley to the preoccupied
commuters of today, Simon Jenkins brings together the key events, individuals
and trends in London's history to create a matchless portrait of the capital.
________________________ 'A vivid and deeply well-informed account of
London's history' Charles Saumarez Smith, Professor of Cultural History, Queen
Mary University of London 'Extremely informative and witty' Roy Porter, author of
London: A Social History on Landlords to London 'A short, invigorating gallop
over two and a half thousand years' Scotsman on A Short History of Europe
Anyone who wants to find out about the history of their house of their home
needs to read this compact, practical handbook. Whether you live in a manor
house or on a planned estate, in a laborers cottage, a tied house, a Victorian
terrace, a twentieth-century council house or a converted warehouse this is the
book for you. In a series of concise, information-filled chapters, Gill Blanchard
shows you how to trace the history of your house or flat, how to gain an insight
into the lives of the people who lived in it before you, and how to fit it into the
wider history of your neighborhood.A wealth of historical evidence is available in
libraries, archives and record offices, in books and online, and this is the ideal
introduction to it. Gill Blanchard explores these resources in depth, explains their
significance and directs the researcher to the most relevant, and revealing,
aspects of them. She makes the research process understandable, accessible
and fun, and in the process, she demystifies the sometimes-obscure language
and layout of the documents that researchers will come up against.
In 1086, Domesday Book, perhaps the most remarkable historical document in
existence, was compiled. This tremendous story of England and its people was
made at the behest of the Norman king William the Conqueror. It was called
Domesday, the day of judgement, because 'like the day of judgement, its
decisions are unalterable'. In Search of the Roots of England is not only a study
of the ancient manuscript but an attempt to analyse the world that Domesday
Book so vividly portrayed. By skilful use of the Domesday record historian
Michael Wood examines Norman society and the Anglo-Saxon, Roman, and
even the Iron Age cultures that preceded it. 'Wood is a perceptive, entertaining
and enthusiastic companion.' Sunday Times 'Wood is a lively storyteller.'
Washington Post
Corrections by: Carter, F.E.L.;; Unknown function: Greenway, D.E.
The powerful and innovative King Athelstan reigned only briefly (924-939), yet his
achievements during those eventful 15 years changed the course of English
history. In this biography, Sarah Foot offers the first full account of the king ever
written.
In The Story of England Michael Wood tells the extraordinary story of one English
community over fifteen centuries, from the moment that the Roman Emperor
Honorius sent his famous letter in 410 advising the English to look to their own
defences to the village as it is today. The village of Kibworth in Leicestershire lies
at the very centre of England. It has a church, some pubs, the Grand Union
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Canal, a First World War Memorial - and many centuries of recorded history. In
the thirteenth century the village was bought by William de Merton, who later
founded Merton College, Oxford, with the result that documents covering 750
years of village history are lodged at the college. Building on this unique archive,
and enlisting the help of the current inhabitants of Kibworth, with a village-wide
archeological dig, with the first complete DNA profile of an English village and
with use of local materials like family memorabilia, the story of Kibworth is the
story of England itself, a 'Who Do You Think You Are?' for the entire nation.
'Better than any historian for decades, [in In Search of England] Wood brings
home not just the ways in which buildings, landscapes and written texts may be
read, but the sensual beauty of encounters with them' TLS Michael Wood was
born and educated in Manchester. He was an open scholar in Modern History at
Oriel College, Oxford, where he held a Bishop Fraser scholarship in Medieval
History as a postgraduate. He has made a number of internationally successful tv
series, including In the Footsteps of Alexander the Great, and four of his books
have been UK non-fiction number one bestsellers. His highly acclaimed book of
essays on early English history, In Search of England, was published by Penguin
in 1999.
Christopher Daniell's Atlas of Medieval Britain presents a sweeping visual survey
of Britain from the Roman occupation to 1485. Annotated throughout with clear
commentary, this volume tells the story of the British Isles, and makes visually
accessible the varied and often complex world of the Middle Ages. The Atlas
depicts the spatial distribution of key events and buildings between 1066 and
1485, as well as providing the relevant Anglo-Saxon background. Charting the
main political, administrative and religious features of medieval society, the maps
also locate cultural landmarks such as the sites of mystery plays, universities and
specific architectural styles. Topics covered include: Iron Age and Roman
occupation Anglo-Saxons and Vikings changing political scenarios within
England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland religious framework, including diocesan
boundaries, monasteries and friaries government, society and economy.
Complete with recommended further reading, this volume is an indispensable
reference resource for all students of medieval British history.
The Domesday Book was the survey of his new realm ordered by William the
Conqueror in 1085. Read how this remarkable document was made in this
beautifully illustrated and well-researched guide. Look out for more Pitkin Guides
on the very best of British history, heritage and travel.
Domesday Book is one of the most famous documents in English history—and
arguably in world history. Now available in one volume, here is the complete,
authoritative translation from the original Latin, together with an index of places
and a glossary of terms used. Domesday was compiled in a matter of months in
1086, at the end of William the Conqueror’s life. According to a first-hand
account by Robert, Bishop of Hereford, those sent out by the king “. . . made a
survey of all England; of the lands in each of the countries; of the possessions of
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each of the magnates, their lands, their habitations, their men.” The detailed
picture of the English landscape it offers has no equal in any country, while it is
valuable not only in the picture it allows local historians to construct their area in
the eleventh century but also as the foundation document of the national
archives. “Domesday Book is the book of English history. No other country in the
world possesses such a detailed single record from so far back . . . A must for
scholars and history buffs everywhere.”—Michael Wood “Domesday Book is not
only one of the most important documents in English history: it is one of the most
extraordinary documents in any country’s history”—Lady Antonia Fraser “The
most detailed survey of a kingdom before the modern age . . . Now a new
translation has been published in one volume, offering a unique picture of an
early medieval society.”—The Times Educational Supplement
Examines the reigns of Henry II, Richard I, and King John, and discusses the
Magna Carta, the Crusades, and life in twelfth-century England
* Full history of Britain's greatest cathedral from its Anglo-Saxon origins to the late twentieth
century* Beautifully illustrated throughout* Includes the initial findings of important new
excavations carried out in 1993 Seven chronological chapters cover the history of Canterbury
Cathedral from 597 to the present, while a further five thematic chapters discuss the Archives
and Library, the liturgy and music, the monuments within the Cathedral, and the Cathedral
School. Through all the chapters runs a continuous theme: the people who have, over the
centuries, made up the community of the Cathedral and have continued the tradition of
Christian worship there for more than a thousand years. This is a major work of wide-ranging
and original scholarship; it is also a full and highly readable history, extensively illustrated with
over 160 plates and figures.
Few subjects are more influenced by philosophy than the form of governance that guides and
administers public affairs, yet much of the literature about public administration remains silent
about this connection. Handbook of Organization Theory and Management: The Philosophical
Approach, Second Edition identifies and discusses many of the mos
On Christmas Day 1066, William, duke of Normandy was crowned in Westminster, the first
Norman king of England. It was a disaster: soldiers outside, thinking shouts of acclamation
were treachery, torched the surrounding buildings. To later chroniclers, it was an omen of the
catastrophes to come. During the reign of William the Conqueror, England experienced greater
and more seismic change than at any point before or since. Marc Morris's concise and gripping
biography sifts through the sources of the time to give a fresh view of the man who changed
England more than any other, as old ruling elites were swept away, enemies at home and
abroad (including those in his closest family) were crushed, swathes of the country were
devastated and the map of the nation itself was redrawn, giving greater power than ever to the
king. When, towards the end of his reign, William undertook a great survey of his new lands,
his subjects compared it to the last judgement of God, the Domesday Book. England had been
transformed forever.
In 2007 English Heritage commissioned initial research into links with transatlantic slavery or
its abolition amongst families who owned properties now in its care. This was part of the
commitment by English Heritage to commemorate the bicentenary of the abolition of the British
transatlantic slave trade with work that would make a real difference to our understanding of
the historic environment in the longer term. The research findings and those of other scholars
and heritage practitioners were presented at the 'Slavery and the British Country House'
conference which brought together academics, heritage professionals, country house owners
and community researchers from across Britain to explore how country houses might be
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reconsidered in the light of their slavery linkages and how such links have been and might be
presented to visitors. Since then the conference papers have been updated and reworked into
a cutting edge volume which represents the most current and comprehensive consideration of
slavery and the British country house as yet undertaken.
The Anglo-Saxon period stretches from the arrival of Germanic groups on British shores in the
early 5th century to the Norman Conquest of 1066. During these centuries, the English
language was used and written down for the first time, pagan populations were converted to
Christianity, and the foundations of the kingdom of England were laid. This richly illustrated
new book - which accompanies a landmark British Library exhibition - presents Anglo-Saxon
England as the home of a highly sophisticated artistic and political culture, deeply connected
with its continental neighbours. Leading specialists in early medieval history, literature and
culture engage with the unique, original evidence from which we can piece together the story
of the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, examining outstanding and beautiful objects such as highlights
from the Staffordshire hoard and the Sutton Hoo burial. At the heart of the book is the British
Library's outstanding collection of Anglo-Saxon manuscripts, the richest source of evidence
about Old English language and literature, including Beowulf and other poetry; the Lindisfarne
Gospels, one of Britain's greatest artistic and religious treasures; the St Cuthbert Gospel, the
earliest intact European book; and historical manuscripts such as Bede's Ecclesiastical History
and the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. These national treasures are discussed alongside other,
internationally important literary and historical manuscripts held in major collections in Britain
and Europe. This book, and the exhibition it accompanies, chart a fascinating and dynamic
period in early medieval history, and will bring to life our understanding of these formative
centuries.
1927. Britain s heritage is vanishing. Beautiful landscapes are being bulldozed. Historic
buildings are being blown up. Stonehenge is collapsing. Enter Ferguson s Gang, a mysterious
and eccentric group of women who help the National Trust to fight back. The Gang raise huge
sums, which they deliver in delightfully strange ways: Victorian coins inside a fake pineapple, a
one hundred pound note stuffed inside a cigar, five hundred pounds with a bottle of homemade
sloe gin. Their stunts are avidly reported in the press, and when they make a national appeal
for the Trust, the response is overwhelming. Ferguson s Gang is instrumental in saving places
from Cornwall to the Lake District, a legacy of incalculable value. Yet somehow these women
stay anonymous, hiding behind masks and bizarre pseudonyms such as Bill Stickers, Red
Biddy, the Bludy Beershop and Sister Agatha. They carefully record their exploits, their rituals,
even their elaborate picnics, but they take their real names to the grave. Now Sally Beck and
Polly Bagnall can reveal the identities of these unlikely national heroes and tell the stories of
their fascinating and often unconventional lives. With the help of relatives, colleagues and
friends, we can finally get to know the women who combined a serious mission with such a
sense of mischief.
Domesday Book Its Place in Administrative History
The new edition of Medieval England, 500-1500, edited by Emilie Amt and Katherine Allen
Smith, spans several centuries in 102 documents that present the social and political history of
England. The documents include constitutional highlights and records such as the Magna
Carta and Froissart's Chronicles, as well as narrative sources describing the lived experiences
of a range of historical actors. These narratives fit into thematic clusters covering topics such
as the Anglo-Saxon monarchy, lay piety, later medieval commercial life, queenship, and
Jewish communities. Thirty-nine new sources discuss significant events like the conquest of
Wales, the Gregorian mission, and the Viking invasions. They also allow for multiple examples
of particular genres, such as wills and miracle collections, to facilitate comparative analysis.
Introductions and questions situate each source in the historical landscape and facilitate
engagement with the text, inspiring readers to delve into the medieval past. The book also
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features 40 illustrations, a map, and an index of topics. Additional resources, including essay
questions, web resources, and a timeline, can be found on the History Matters website
(www.utphistorymatters.com).
I first became interested in genealogy when I was about twelve. It was then that my paternal
grandmother first introduced me to a book entitled Genealogy of the Fell Family in America
Descended from Joseph Fell. This book, which was published in 1891, included my
grandfather, Charles McConnell Lightburn. I was struck by the time span covered by the
book—nearly three hundred years—and was fascinated by the fact that all of the people in that
book were related to one another and to me either by blood or marriage! My grandmother later
gave me that book, and it became the first book in my genealogical library. My grandfather and
my great-aunt Mary told me that their father had fought for the North during the Civil War by
the side of his older brother, who was a brigadier general. This fascinated me. They also told
me that there was a town in West Virginia called Lightburn. I couldn’t wait to find it on a map!
My own genealogical research did not begin until the late 1970s when I requested the Civil
War records of my great grandfather, Calvin Luther Lightburn, and his brothers from the
National Archives. During the 1980s, I continued my research, albeit at a very low level of
activity. It was not until the early 1990s when I moved to the Washington, DC, area that I
became intensively involved in—some might even say addicted to—genealogy. The resources in
the Washington, DC, area are extensive, and I ended up spending many happy (and
sometimes frustrating) hours conducting research in the National Archives, Library of
Congress, and the library of the Daughters of the American Revolution. By 1999, I had
amassed a great deal of genealogical information, most of which was stuffed in cardboard
boxes. I was encouraged to put what I had on paper by Faye M. (Brown) Lightburn, who had
published her book, Revolutionary Soldier Samuel Brown and Some of his Family in 1993. So
after attending several related sessions at the National Genealogical Society Conference in the
States, which was held that year in Providence, Rhode Island, I finally screwed up my courage
and plunged in. I published the original book in 2003. This book is the second and probably
last edition.
This riveting and authoritative USA Today and Wall Street Journal bestseller is “a muchneeded, modern account of the Normans in England” (The Times, London). The Norman
Conquest was the most significant military—and cultural—episode in English history. An invasion
on a scale not seen since the days of the Romans, it was capped by one of the bloodiest and
most decisive battles ever fought. Language, law, architecture, and even attitudes toward life
itself —from the destruction of the ancient ruling class to the sudden introduction of castles and
the massive rebuilding of every major church—were altered forever by the coming of the
Normans. But why was this revolution so total? Reassessing original evidence, acclaimed
historian and broadcaster Marc Morris goes beyond the familiar story of William the Conqueror,
an upstart French duke who defeated the most powerful kingdom in Christendom. Morris
explains why England was so vulnerable to attack; why the Normans possessed the military
cutting edge though they were perceived as less sophisticated in some respects; and why
William’s hopes of a united Anglo-Norman realm unraveled, dashed by English rebellions,
Viking invasions, and the insatiable demands of his fellow conquerors. Named one of the best
books of the year by the Kansas City Star, who called the work “stunning in its action and
drama,” and the Providence Journal, who hailed it “meticulous and absorbing,” this USA
Today and Wall Street Journal bestseller is a tale of gripping drama, epic clashes, and seismic
social change.
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