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In God's Battalions, award-winning author Rodney Stark takes on the long-held view that the
Crusades were the first round of European colonialism, conducted for land, loot, and converts
by barbarian Christians who victimized the cultivated Muslims. To the contrary, Stark argues
that the Crusades were the first military response to unwarranted Muslim terrorist aggression.
Stark reviews the history of the seven major Crusades from 1095 to 1291, demonstrating that
the Crusades were precipitated by Islamic provocations, centuries of bloody attempts to
colonize the West, and sudden attacks on Christian pilgrims and holy places. Although the
Crusades were initiated by a plea from the pope, Stark argues that this had nothing to do with
any elaborate design of the Christian world to convert all Muslims to Christianity by force of
arms. Given current tensions in the Middle East and terrorist attacks around the world, Stark's
views are a thought-provoking contribution to our understanding and are sure to spark debate.
From an internationally renowned expert, here is an accessible and utterly fascinating onevolume history of the Crusades, thrillingly told through the experiences of its many
players—knights and sultans, kings and poets, Christians and Muslims. Jonathan Phillips traces
the origins, expansion, decline, and conclusion of the Crusades and comments on their
contemporary echoes—from the mysteries of the Templars to the grim reality of al-Qaeda. Holy
Warriors puts the past in a new perspective and brilliantly sheds light on the origins of today’s
wars. Starting with Pope Urban II’s emotive, groundbreaking speech in November 1095, in
which he called for the recovery of Jerusalem from Islam by the First Crusade, Phillips traces
the centuries-long conflict between two of the world’s great faiths. Using songs, sermons,
narratives, and letters of the period, he reveals how the success of the First Crusade inspired
generations of kings to campaign for their own vainglory and set down a marker for the knights
of Europe, men who increasingly blurred the boundaries between chivalry and crusading. In
the Muslim world, early attempts to call a jihad fell upon deaf ears until the charisma of the
Sultan Saladin brought the struggle to a climax. Yet the story that emerges has other
dimensions—as never before, Phillips incorporates the holy wars within the story of medieval
Christendom and Islam and shines new light on many truces, alliances, and diplomatic efforts
that have been forgotten over the centuries. Holy Warriors also discusses how the term
“crusade” survived into the modern era and how its redefinition through romantic literature and
the drive for colonial empires during the nineteenth century gave it an energy and a resonance
that persisted down to the alliance between Franco and the Church during the Spanish Civil
War and right up to George W. Bush’s pious “war on terror.” Elegantly written, compulsively
readable, and full of stunning new portraits of unforgettable real-life figures—from Richard the
Lionhearted to Melisende, the formidable crusader queen of Jerusalem—Holy Warriors is a
must-read for anyone interested in medieval Europe, as well as for those seeking to
understand the history of religious conflict.
Monasticism was the dominant form of religious life both in the medieval West and in the
Byzantine world. Latin and Greek Monasticism in the Crusader States explores the parallel
histories of monasticism in western and Byzantine traditions in the Near East in the period
c.1050-1300. Bernard Hamilton and Andrew Jotischky follow the parallel histories of new Latin
foundations alongside the survival and revival of Greek Orthodox monastic life under Crusader
rule. Examining the involvement of monasteries in the newly founded Crusader States, the
institutional organization of monasteries, the role of monastic life in shaping expressions of
piety, and the literary and cultural products of monasteries, this meticulously researched
survey will facilitate a new understanding of indigenous religious institutions and culture in the
Crusader states.
Gustave Doré's ultra-rare masterpiece is restored for a new generation looking to experience
some of his best illustrations. Experience Michaud's epic two-volume History of the Crusades
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illustrated by Gustave Doré in this digitally restored and enhanced printing of one of Doré's
most elusive and extraordinary works. This restoration includes: - Full-size 8 1/2" x 11" pages Pristine original source capture - Crisp digitally re-scanned and enhanced images - Bold new
cover design - Author's original page layouts - Classic type font - English translation from
William Robson - Introduction - Michaud biographical notice - 50 full-page Doré illustrations
with caption pages French writer and publisher Joseph Michaud printed History of the
Crusades in its complete form in 1840. More than 100 years later in 1875, famed French artist
Gustave Doré illustrated a deluxe two-volume set with lavish full-page illustrations depicting
unforgettable and intricately detailed scenes of battles, heroism, and tragedy. Many consider
Doré's vibrant artwork in these volumes to be some of his best, though they remain little known
because of their rarity due to the limited numbers printed at the time. Volume one of this
priceless two-part saga begins with "Book 1: The Birth of the Crusades" from A.D. 300-1095
and continues to "Book XI: From the Restoration of Isaac to the Death of Baldwin" A.D.
1198-1204. Table of Contents: Book I: Birth of the Crusades A.D. 300-1095 Book II: Departure
and March of the Crusaders A.D. 1096-1097 Book III: The March To, and Siege of Antioch
A.D. 1097-1099 Book IV: The Siege of Jerusalem A.D. 1099-1103 Book V: History of the
Kingdom of Jerusalem A.D. 1099-1148 Book VI: The Second Crusade A.D. 1142-1148 Book
VII: The Third Crusade A.D. 1148-1188 Book VIII: Saladin A.D. 1188-1192 Book IX: The
Fourth Crusade A.D. 1195-1198 Book X: The Fifth Crusade A.D. 1198-1204 Book XI: The
Restoration of Isaac to the Death of Baldwin A.D. 1198-1204 About the Artist: Master artist
Gustave Dorè (1832-1883), known for the lavish illustrations in Dante's Inferno, Purgatory and
Paradise, Dorè's London: A Pilgrimage, and Milton's Paradise Lost. Dorè is regarded as one of
history's best artists, illustrators, and cartoonists. Known for his incredibly detailed work in
books such as Dante's Inferno, his drawings for History of the Crusades showcase his mastery
of depicting cinematic battle scenes on an epic scale. About the Publisher: The CGR
Publishing Restoration Workshop uses a vast array of computers and digital scanners to
restore, preserve, and enhance the classic works of writers and artists from the 19th century.
Each new release includes display-quality covers, enlarged covers, and retro fonts. Select
books include Dante's Inferno Retro Hell-Bound Edition, Gustave Dorè's London: A Pilgrimage,
The Complete Book of Birds, A Life of George Westinghouse, The Clock Book: A Detailed
Illustrated Collection of Classic Clocks, The Aeroplane Speaks, The History of Don Quixote:
Gustave Dorè Restored Special Edition and much more.
This new edition of Byzantium and the Crusades provides a fully-revised and updated version
of Jonathan Harris's landmark text in the field of Byzantine and crusader history. The book
offers a chronological exploration of Byzantium and the outlook of its rulers during the time of
the Crusades. It argues that one of the main keys to Byzantine interaction with Western
Europe, the Crusades and the crusader states can be found in the nature of the Byzantine
Empire and the ideology which underpinned it, rather than in any generalised hostility between
the peoples. Taking recent scholarship into account, this new edition includes an updated
notes section and bibliography, as well as significant additions to the text: - New material on
the role of religious differences after 1100 - A detailed discussion of economic, social and
religious changes that took place in 12th-century Byzantine relations with the west - In-depth
coverage of Byzantium and the Crusades during the 13th century - New maps, illustrations,
genealogical tables and a timeline of key dates Byzantium and the Crusades is an important
contribution to the historiography by a major scholar in the field that should be read by anyone
interested in Byzantine and crusader history.
In November 1095, Pope Urban II called on the Christian rulers and knights of Europe to drive
the Muslims from the Holy Land and claim Jerusalem back for Christendom. Any Crusader
who died in the attempt would be rewarded in Heaven. The response was overwhelming and
launched a religious conflict that would last for over three centuries. The Crusades marked a
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turning point in European history, where the 'primitive' Frankish states of Western Europe first
encountered the 'civilized' cultures of the Muslim world. With a Christian enclave carved out in
the Middle East, the two cultures enmeshed in a clash where personal ambition and financial
reward often overcame religious fervor. Started with good intent, the Crusades degenerated
into a bitter power struggle. This book chronicles the Crusading era and examines its cause, its
development, and the people who fought for their faith and for themselves. The study by
historian Angus Konstam chronicles their achievements, drawing on the latest historical
evidence to weave a medieval tapestry of intense color.
Examines the effects of the Crusades from a variety of perspectives.

"First published 2002 by Pearson Education."
Crusades covers the seven hundred years from the First Crusade (1095-1102) to the
fall of Malta (1798) and draws together scholars working on theatres of war, their home
fronts and settlements from the Baltic to Africa and from Spain to the Near East and on
theology, law, literature, art, numismatics and economic, social, political and military
history. Routledge publishes this journal for The Society for the Study of the Crusades
and the Latin East. Particular attention is given to the publication of historical sources narrative, homiletic and documentary - but studies and interpretative essays are
welcomed too. Crusades also incorporates the Society's Bulletin. The editors are
Professor Benjamin Z. Kedar, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel; Professor
Jonathan Phillips, Royal Holloway, University of London, UK; Nikolaos G. Chrissis,
Democritus University of Thrace, Greece; and Iris Shagrir, The Open University of
Israel.
An international bestseller certain to appeal to fans of The Last Templar—the thrilling
first book in a sweeping medieval trilogy On the eve of the last Crusade, two men's
destinies will come together as two great civilizations go to war. Amidst conspiracy and
intrigue in Europe, Will Campbell, a young knight, risks his life to recover the stolen
Book of the Grail. Hidden within its pages are the heretical plans of a secret society
within the Knights Templar. Meanwhile, the former slave Baybars Bundukdari and his
army have taken over Egypt and Syria, and are planning a new Holy War to bring the
Crusaders to their knees. With breathtaking battle scenes, memorable characters, and
a riveting mystery at its center, Brethren (being published simultaneously with book two,
Crusade, in hardcover) is a heart-stopping historical drama that brings the Middle Ages
vividly to life.
'A nuanced and sophisticated analysis... Exhilarating' Sunday Telegraph Nine hundred
years ago, one of the most controversial episodes in Christian history was initiated. The
Pope stated that, in spite of the apparently pacifist message of the New Testament,
God actually wanted European knights to wage a fierce and bloody war against Islam
and recapture Jerusalem. Thus was the First Crusade born. Focusing on the characters
that drove this extraordinary campaign, this fascinating period of history is recreated
through awe-inspiring and often barbaric tales of bold adventure while at the same time
providing significant insights into early medieval society, morality and mentality. The
First Crusade marked a watershed in relations between Islam and the West, a conflict
that set these two world religions on a course towards deep-seated animosity and
enduring enmity. The chilling reverberations of this earth-shattering clash still echo in
the world today. '[Asbridge] balances persuasive analysis with a flair for conveying with
dramatic power the crusaders' plight' Financial Times
Volume II of The Cambridge History of War covers what in Europe is commonly called
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'the Middle Ages'. It includes all of the well-known themes of European warfare, from
the migrations of the Germanic peoples and the Vikings through the Reconquista, the
Crusades and the age of chivalry, to the development of state-controlled gunpowderwielding armies and the urban militias of the later middle ages; yet its scope is worldwide, ranging across Eurasia and the Americas to trace the interregional connections
formed by the great Arab conquests and the expansion of Islam, the migrations of
horse nomads such as the Avars and the Turks, the formation of the vast Mongol
Empire, and the spread of new technologies – including gunpowder and the earliest
firearms – by land and sea.
The idea of the crusade remains a potent one. In this compelling account, Jonathan
Phillips moves away from modern constructs and possible misconceptions of the
crusades, to explore the origins and development of the idea in its historical context.
Through a mixture of narrative and thematic chapters, the book provides both an outline
of key events and issues in the history of the crusades to the Holy Land, and an insight
into new areas of research. Supporting documents include letters, charters, poetry,
songs and art. An intriguing subject brought vividly to life.
"A Source Book for Mediæval History" by Oliver J. Thatcher, Edgar Holmes McNeal.
Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide range of titles that
encompasses every genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction and non-fiction to
forgotten?or yet undiscovered gems?of world literature, we issue the books that need to
be read. Each Good Press edition has been meticulously edited and formatted to boost
readability for all e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are userfriendly and accessible to everyone in a high-quality digital format.
The Jefferson Bible, or The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth as it is formally titled,
was a book constructed by Thomas Jefferson in the latter years of his life by cutting and
pasting numerous sections from various Bibles as extractions of the doctrine of Jesus.
Jefferson's composition excluded sections of the New Testament containing
supernatural aspects as well as perceived misinterpretations he believed had been
added by the Four Evangelists. In 1895, the Smithsonian Institution under the
leadership of librarian Cyrus Adler purchased the original Jefferson Bible from
Jefferson's great-granddaughter Carolina Randolph for $400. A conservation effort
commencing in 2009, in partnership with the museum's Political History department,
allowed for a public unveiling in an exhibit open from November 11, 2011, through May
28, 2012, at the National Museum of American History.
Proceedings of a conference on a theme, the 34 essays by specialists from 15
countries prevent various facets of the struggles waged for the possession of the Holy
Land between the 10th and 13th centuries, and of the activities of the military orders
elsewhere in Europe.
Crusading in the twelfth century was less a series of discrete events than a
manifestation of an endemic phenomenon that touched almost every aspect of life at
that time. The defense of Christendom and the recovery of the Holy Land were widelyshared objectives. Thousands of men, and not a few women, participated in the
crusades, including not only those who took the cross but many others who shared the
costs and losses, as well as the triumphs of the crusaders. This volume contains not a
narrative account of the crusades in the twelfth century, but a group of studies
illustrating many aspects of crusading that are often passed over in narrative histories,
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including the courses and historiography of the crusades, their background, ideology,
and finances, and how they were seen in Europe. Included are revised and updated
versions of Giles Constable's classic essays on medieval crusading, along with two
major new studies on the cross of the crusaders and the Fourth Crusade, and two
excursuses on the terminology of crusading and the numbering of the crusades. They
provide an opportunity to meet some individual crusaders, such as Odo Arpinus, whose
remarkable career carried him from France to the east and back again, and whose
legendary exploits in the Holy Land were recorded in the Old French crusade cycle.
Other studies take the reader to the boundaries of Christendom in Spain and Portugal
and in eastern Germany, where the campaigns against the Wends formed part of the
wider crusading movement. Together they show the range and depth of crusading at
that time and its influence on the broader history of the period.
What is the relationship between the medieval crusades and the problems of the
modern Middle East? Were the crusades the Christian equivalent of Muslim jihad? In
this sweeping yet crisp history, Thomas F. Madden offers a brilliant and compelling
narrative of the crusades and their contemporary relevance. Placing all of the major
crusades within their social, economic, religious, and intellectual environments, Madden
explores the uniquely medieval world that led untold thousands to leave their homes,
families, and friends to march in Christ’s name to distant lands. From Palestine and
Europe's farthest reaches, each crusade is recounted in a clear, concise narrative. The
author gives special attention as well to the crusades’ effects on the Islamic world and
the Christian Byzantine East.
The two most authoritative accounts of the Holy Wars — Villehardouin's Conquest of
Constantinople and Joinville's Chronicle of the Crusade of St. Lewis — offer firsthand
testimony of battles and their religious and political context.
Eleven distinguished contributors have produced essays which deal with the
organisation of the crusade in Europe, internal developments in the Crusader Levant,
issues of the contemporary Muslim East, and Crusader-Muslim confrontation in twelfthcentury Syria. Some break new ground entirely, for instance Malcolm Lyons'
investigations of the Arab Hero cycles and Penny Cole's work on Crusader preaching.
Others offer important new perspectives on well-known themes: Jonathan Riley-Smith
on Crusader ideology and Peter Edbury's revisionist view of the events leading up to
the battle of Hattin. Still others offer important overviews which will be appreciated by a
broad readership of medieval historians.
From 1095 to the end of the thirteenth century, the crusades touched the lives of many
thousands of British people, even those who were not crusaders themselves. In this
introductory survey, Kathryn Hurlock compares and contrasts the crusading
experiences of England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales. Taking a thematic approach,
Hurlock provides an overview of the crusading movement, and explores key aspects of
the crusades, such as: - where crusaders came from - when and why the papacy chose
to recruit crusaders - the impact on domestic life, as shown through literature, religion
and taxation - political uses of the crusades - the role of the military orders in Britain
This wide-ranging and accessible text is the ideal introduction to this fascinating subject
in early British history.

The Second Crusade (1145-1149) was an extraordinarily bold attempt to
overcome unbelievers on no less than three fronts. Crusader armies set out to
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defeat Muslims in the Holy Land and in Iberia as well as pagans in northeastern
Europe. But, to the shock and dismay of a society raised on the triumphant
legacy of the First Crusade, only in Iberia did they achieve any success. This
book, the first in 140 years devoted to the Second Crusade, fills a major gap in
our understanding of the Crusades and their importance in medieval European
history. Historian Jonathan Phillips draws on the latest developments in Crusade
studies to cast new light on the origins, planning, and execution of the Second
Crusade, some of its more radical intentions, and its unprecedented ambition.
With original insights into the legacy of the First Crusade and the roles of Pope
Eugenius III and King Conrad III of Germany, Phillips offers the definitive work on
this neglected Crusade that, despite its failed objectives, exerted a profound
impact across Europe and the eastern Mediterranean.
Claiming that many in the West lack a thorough understanding of crusading,
Jonathan Riley-Smith explains why and where the Crusades were fought,
identifies their architects, and shows how deeply their language and imagery
were embedded in popular Catholic thought and devotional life.
An engaging biography that offers a new perspective on one of the most
influential figures of the Crusades In 1187, Saladin marched triumphantly into
Jerusalem, ending decades of struggle against the Christians and reclaiming the
holy city for Islam. Four years later he fought off the armies of the Third Crusade,
which were commanded by Europe’s leading monarchs. A fierce warrior and
savvy diplomat, Saladin’s unparalleled courtesy, justice, generosity, and mercy
were revered by both his fellow Muslims and his Christian rivals such as Richard
the Lionheart. Combining thorough research with vivid storytelling, Jonathan
Phillips offers a fresh and captivating look at the triumphs, failures, and
contradictions of one of the Crusades’ most unique figures. Bringing the vibrant
world of the twelfth century to life, this book also explores Saladin’s complicated
legacy, examining the ways Saladin has been invoked in the modern age by Arab
and Muslim leaders ranging from Nasser in Egypt, Asad in Syria, and Saddam
Hussein in Iraq to Osama bin Laden, as well as his huge appeal across popular
culture in books, drama, and music.
A Chronology of the Crusades provides a day-by-day development of the
Crusading movement, the Crusades and the states created by them through the
medieval period. Beginning in the run-up to the First Crusade in 1095, to the fall
of Constantinople in 1453, and ending with the Turkish attack on Belgrade in
1456, this reference is a comprehensive guide to the events of each Crusade,
concentrating on the Near East, but also those Christian expeditions sanctioned
by the Papacy as ‘Crusades’ in the medieval era. As well as clashes between
Christians and Muslims in the Latin States, Timothy Venning also chronicles the
Albigensian Crusade, clashes in Anatolia and the Balkans and the Reconquista
in the Iberian Peninsula. Both detailed and accessible, this chronology draws
together material from contemporary Latin/Frankish, Byzantine and Arab/Muslim
sources with assessment and explanation to produce a readable narrative which
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gives students an in-depth overview of one of the most enduringly fascinating
periods in medieval history. Including an introduction by Peter Frankopan which
summarises and contextualises the period, this book is an essential resource for
students and academics alike.
This new and considerably expanded edition of The Crusades, 1095-1204
couples vivid narrative with a clear and accessible analysis of the key ideas that
prompted the conquest and settlement of the Holy Land between the First and
the Fourth Crusade. This edition now covers the Fourth Crusade and the Sack of
Constantinople, along with greater coverage of the Muslim response to the
Crusades from the capture of Jerusalem in 1099 to Saladin’s leadership of the
counter-crusade, culminating in his struggle with Richard the Lionheart during the
Third Crusade. It also examines the complex motives of the Italian city states
during the conquest of the Levant, as well as relations between the Frankish
settlers and the indigenous population, both Eastern Christian and Muslim, in
times of war and peace. Extended treatment of the events of the First Crusade,
the failure of the Second Crusade, and the prominent role of female rulers in the
Latin East feature too. Underpinned by the latest research, this book also
features: - a ‘Who’s Who’, a Chronology, a discussion of the Historiography,
maps, family trees, and numerous illustrations. - a strong collection of
contemporary documents, including previously untranslated narratives and
poems. - A blend of thematic and narrative chapters also consider the Military
Orders, kingship, warfare and castles, and pilgrimage. This new edition provides
an illuminating insight into one of the most famous and compelling periods of
history.
Analyzes the Crusades from European and Arabic viewpoints
A detailed account of the circumstances and motives of the first crusaders.
In 1095 the First Crusade was launched, establishing a great military endeavour
which was a central preoccupation of Europeans until the end of the thirteenth
century. In Western warfare in the age of the Crusades, 1000-1300 John France
offers a wide-ranging and challenging survey of war and warfare and its place in
the development of European Society, culture and economy in the period of the
Crusades. Placing the crusades in a wider context, this book brings together the
wealth of recent scholarly research on such issues as knighthood, siege warfare,
chivalry and fortifications into an accessible form. Western warfare in the age of
the Crusades, 1000-1300 examines the nature of war in the period 1000-1300
and argues that it was primarily shaped by the people who conducted war - the
landowners. John France illuminates the role of property concerns in producing
the characteristic instruments of war: the castle and the knight. This authoritative
study details the way in which war was fought and the reasons for it as well as
reflecting on the society which produced the crusades.
An assessment of the character and motivations of Christopher Columbus
reveals the passionate religious beliefs that motivated his famous voyages, and
claims how he sought gold to finance a new crusade to restore Jerusalem to
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Christian control.
Exam board: AQA; Pearson Edexcel; OCR Level: AS/A-level Subject: History
First teaching: September 2015 First exams: Summer 2016 (AS); Summer 2017
(A-level) Put your trust in the textbook series that has given thousands of A-level
History students deeper knowledge and better grades for over 30 years. Updated
to meet the demands of today's A-level specifications, this new generation of
Access to History titles includes accurate exam guidance based on examiners'
reports, free online activity worksheets and contextual information that underpins
students' understanding of the period. - Develop strong historical knowledge: indepth analysis of each topic is both authoritative and accessible - Build historical
skills and understanding: downloadable activity worksheets can be used
independently by students or edited by teachers for classwork and homework Learn, remember and connect important events and people: an introduction to
the period, summary diagrams, timelines and links to additional online resources
support lessons, revision and coursework - Achieve exam success: practical
advice matched to the requirements of your A-level specification incorporates the
lessons learnt from previous exams - Engage with sources, interpretations and
the latest historical research: students will evaluate a rich collection of visual and
written materials, plus key debates that examine the views of different historians
The interaction between Byzantium and the Latin West was intimately connected
to practically all the major events and developments which shaped the medieval
world in the High and Late Middle Ages - for example, the rise of the 'papal
monarchy', the launch of the Crusades, the expansion of international and long
distance commerce, or the flowering of the Renaissance. This volume explores
not only the actual avenues of interaction between the two sides (trade, political
and diplomatic contacts, ecclesiastical dialogue, intellectual exchange, armed
conflict), but also the image each side had of the other and the way perceptions
evolved over this long period in the context of their manifold contact. Twenty-one
stimulating papers offer new insights and original research on numerous aspects
of this relationship, pooling the expertise of an international group of scholars
working on both sides of the Byzantine-Western 'divide', on topics as diverse as
identity formation, ideology, court ritual, literary history, military technology and
the economy, among others. The particular contribution of the research
presented here is the exploration of how cross-cultural relations were shaped by
the interplay of the thought-world of the various historical agents and the material
circumstances which circumscribed their actions. The volume is primarily aimed
at scholars and students interested in the history of Byzantium, the
Mediterranean world, and, more widely, intercultural contacts in the Middle Ages.
The Fourth Crusade (1202-4) was one of the key events in medieval history The
fall of Constantinople to the Venetians and the soldiers of the fourth crusade in
April 1204 was its climax. It ensured that Byzantium’s days as a great power
were over. It equally ensured that westerners would dominate the Levant – the
lands of the old Byzantine Empire –until the end of the middle ages. This book
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asks just how important was the Fourth as a turning point in the Middle East..
The broad setting is the encounter of Byzantium with the West within the
framework of the crusades. Differences of outlook and interest meant that this
encounter was soon overburdened with mutual distrust. 1204 was some kind of a
solution and created situations scarcely conceivable even two years before when
the fourth crusade set sail from Venice.
In 1202, zealous Western Christians gathered in Venice determined to liberate
Jerusalem from the grip of Islam. But the crusaders never made it to the Holy
Land. Steered forward by the shrewd Venetian doge, they descended instead on
Constantinople, wreaking terrible devastation. The crusaders spared no one:
They raped and massacred thousands, plundered churches, and torched the
lavish city. By 1204, one of the great civilizations of history had been shattered.
Here, on the eight hundredth anniversary of the sack, is the extraordinary story of
this epic catastrophe, told for the first time outside of academia by Jonathan
Phillips, a leading expert on the crusades. Knights and commoners, monastic
chroniclers, courtly troubadours, survivors of the carnage, and even Pope
Innocent III left vivid accounts detailing the events of those two fateful years.
Using their remarkable letters, chronicles, and speeches, Phillips traces the way
in which any region steeped in religious fanaticism, in this case Christian Europe,
might succumb to holy war.
The establishment of feudal principalities in the Levant in the wake of the First
Crusade (1095-1099) saw the beginning of a centuries-long process of conquest
and colonization of lands in the eastern Mediterranean by French-speaking
Europeans. This book examines different aspects of the life and literary culture
associated with this French-speaking society. It is the first study of the crusades
to bring questions of language and culture so intimately into conversation. Taking
an interdisciplinary approach to the study of the crusader settlements in the
Levant, this book emphasizes hybridity and innovation, the movement of words
and people across boundaries, seas and continents, and the negotiation of
identity in a world tied partly to Europe but thoroughly embedded in the
Mediterranean and Levantine context.
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