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The Chinese Army 1937 49 World War Ii And Civil War
China is one of the great powers of the modern world. Yet in the late 19th century China was a ramshackle and isolated
medieval empire upon whom the European colonial powers could impose their wishes at will. China's Wars describes the
series of conflicts from 1894 to 1949 that forged modern China, from colonial clashes such as the Boxer Rebellion,
through the chaotic years of warlord domination to the Japanese invasion, the Second World War and the bitter Civil War
that followed. Previously unpublished photographs, contemporary pictures and specially-commissioned maps illustrate
these tumultuous events and the men who fought them, events that would end with the eventual triumph of the
Communist Party and the rise of modern China.
At publication date, a free ebook version of this title will be available through Luminos, University of California Press’s
Open Access publishing program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn more. When China’s War of Resistance against
Japan began in July 1937, it sparked an immediate health crisis throughout China. In the end, China not only survived
the war but emerged from the trauma with a curious strength. Intimate Communities argues that women who worked as
military and civilian nurses, doctors, and midwives during this turbulent period built the national community, one
relationship at a time. In a country with a majority illiterate, agricultural population that could not relate to urban elites’
conceptualization of nationalism, these women used their work of healing to create emotional bonds with soldiers and
civilians from across the country that transcended the divides of social class, region, gender, and language.
The 1937-1945 war between China and Japan was one of the most bitter conflicts of the twentieth century. It was a
struggle between the two dominant peoples of Asia. Millions of soldiers fought on each side and millions of soldiers and
civilians died. Philip Jowett's book is one of the first photographic histories of this devastating confrontation. Using a
selection of almost 200 historic photographs, he traces the course of the entire war – from the Japanese invasion and the
retreat of the Chinese armies and their refusal to surrender, to the involvement of the Americans and the eventual
Japanese defeat in 1945. His graphic account is an absorbing introduction this often-neglected theatre of the Second
World War. The images show the armies on all sides and the weaponry and equipment they used. But they also record
the experience of the troops, Chinese and Japanese, and of the Chinese civilians who suffered terribly through eight
years of war.
In July 1937, the Marco Polo Bridge Incident sparked a bloody conflict between Chinese and Japanese forces that would
rage across China and beyond for more than eight years. The two sides' forces brought very different strengths and
limitations to the conflict. In 1937 China was divided into factions, each controlled by warlords with independent forces,
and there was no unified Chinese army. In order to fight the Japanese Chiang Kai-shek, the nominal leader of Nationalist
China, was compelled to do deals with these regional powers. For their part, the Japanese employed ground forces
broadly comparable to those fielded by Western powers, including modern artillery and tanks. Featuring specially
commissioned artwork and drawing upon an array of sources, this study investigates the origins, training, doctrine and
armament of the Chinese and Japanese forces who fought in the opening stages of the Second Sino-Japanese War.
Diana Lary examines how the common soldier in Warlord China became an instrument of oppression and terror.
This study shows how a small number of medical reformers introduced modern healthcare services between 1928-1945
in China when Chinese people were suffering by the millions from infectious disease, maternal child mortality, and
battlefield casualties.
Out of the ashes of Imperial China arose two new contenders to lead a reformed nation; the Chinese Nationalist Party,
the Kuomintang, and the Chinese Communist Party. In 1927, the inevitable clash between these two political parties led
to a bitter civil war that would last for 23 years, through World War II and into the Cold War period. The brutal struggle
finally concluded when Communist forces captured Nanjing, capital of the Nationalist Republic of China, irrevocably
altering the course of China's future. Dr Michael Lynch sheds light on this cruel civil war that ultimately led to the
establishment of the People's Republic of China.
This book examines the Third Chinese Revolutionary Civil War of 1945–1949, which resulted in the victory of the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) over Chiang Kaishek and the Guomindang (GMD) and the founding of The People’s Republic of
China in 1949. It provides a military and strategic history of how the CCP waged and ultimately won the war, the
transformation its armed forces and how the Communist leadership interacted with each other. Whereas most
explanations of the CCP’s eventual victory focus on the Sino-Japanese War of 1937–45, when the revolution was
supposedly won as a result of the communists’ invention of "peasant nationalism", this book shows that the outcome of
the revolution was not a foregone conclusion in 1945. It explains how the eventual victory of the communists resulted
from important strategic decisions taken on both sides, in particular the remarkable transformation of the communist army
from an insurgent / guerrilla force into a conventional army. The book also explores how the hierarchy of The People’s
Republic of China developed during the war. It shows how Mao’s power was based as much on his military acumen as
his political thought, above all his role in formulating and implementing a successful military strategy in the war of
1945–49. It also describes how other important figures, such as Lin Biao, Deng Xiaoping, Nie Rongzhen, Liu Shaoqi and
Chen Yi, made their reputations during the conflict; and reveals the inner workings of the first political-military elite of the
PRC. Overall, this book is an important resource for anyone seeking to understand the origins and early history of The
People’s Republic of China, the Chinese Communist Party and the People’s Liberation Army.
An in-depth analysis of the Chinese Armies that fought a series of increasingly fractious wars over nearly a century. Beginning with a run
through of the Chinese forces that combated the British and French during the two Opium Wars, this history goes on to trace the forces who
were drawn into internal wars and rebellions in the 1850s and 60s, the open warfare in North Vietnam, the string of defeats suffered during
the First Sino-Japanese war and the Boxer Rebellion. Providing an unparalleled insight into the dizzying array of troop types and unique
uniforms, this is a history of the sometimes-painful modernization of China's military forces during one of her most turbulent periods of history.
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The Gurkhas have a long and distinguished service record. This book examines the uniforms, equipment, history and organisation of the
Gurkha rifles. It traces the 19th Century origins of the now famous Gurkha regiments and also covers their service history during the Great
Mutiny of 1857 and the 3rd Afghan War (1919). During the two World Wars the Gurhah rifles performed countless tours of duty and their
regimental battle honours listed in the book bear testimony to their extensive service. A series of full colour illustrations accompany the text.
This author researches the Chinese Communists' wartime expansion, according to the documentation recorded by Japanese intelligence,
then compares that expansion with that of the Yugoslav Communists.
In this book, expert author and tactician Gordon L Rottman provides the first English-language study of Japanese Army and Navy tank units,
their tactics and how they were deployed in action. The Japanese army made extensive use of its tanks in the campaigns in China in the
1930s, and it was in these early successes that the Japanese began to develop their own unique style of tank tactics. From the steam-rolling
success of the Japanese as they invaded Manchuria until the eventual Japanese defeat, Rottman provides a battle history of the Japanese
tank units as they faced the Chinese, the Russians, the British and the Americans.
The fall of the Manchu Empire in 1911 ended thousands of years of Imperial rule and ushered in almost 40 years of conflict in China. From
the abdication of Pu-Yi, the last emperor, the invasion of Manchuria by the Japanese, and the 'long march', to the birth of the People's
Republic of China in 1949, this book looks in detail at the fighting men, and women, who fought for the communists, imperialists, republicans,
nationalists, warlords and the puppet armies. The result is a comprehensive and illuminating work covering a large and complex series of
combatants and conflicts.
"The Chinese Nationalist Army was at war almost continuously from 1931 until 1949 fighting first against the invading Japanese Imperial
Army until 1945. This was followed by a four year civil war in which the Nationalist Army fought the Chinese Communists until its final defeat
in 1949. Millions of Chinese soldiers fought and died during this eighteen years of conflict and their sacrifice has been largely overshadowed
by the events of the Second World War. This new book presents in a large number of period images the history of the Chinese Nationalist
Army and its campaigns."--Publisher's website.
In recent years historians of China have focused increased attention on the critical decades of National rule on the mainland. This recent
scholarship has substantially modified our understanding of the political events of this momentous period, shedding light on the character of
Nationalist rule and on the sources of the Communist victory in 1949. Yet no existing textbook on modern China presents the events of the
period according to these new findings. The five essays in this volume were written by leading authorities on the period, and they synthesize
the new research. Drawn from Volume 13 of The Cambridge History of China, they represent the most complete and stimulating political
history of the period available in the literature. The essays selected deal with Nationalist rule during the Nanking decade, the Communist
movement from 1927 to 1937, Nationalist rule during the Sino-Japanese War, the Communist movement during the Sino-Japanese war, and
the Kuomintang-Communist struggle from 1945 to 1949.
Gaining an understanding of China's long and sometimes bloody history can help to shed light on China's ascent to global power. Many of
China's imperial dynasties were established as the result of battle, from the chariot warfare of ancient times to the battles of the Guomindang
(KMT) and Communist regimes of the twentieth century. China's ability to sustain complex warfare on a very large scale was not emulated in
other parts of the world until the Industrial Age, despite the fact that the country is only now rising to economic dominance. In A Military
History of China, Updated Edition, David A. Graff and Robin Higham bring together leading scholars to offer a basic introduction to the
military history of China from the first millennium B.C.E. to the present. Focusing on recurring patterns of conflict rather than traditional
campaign narratives, this volume reaches farther back into China's military history than similar studies. It also offers insightful comparisons
between Chinese and Western approaches to war. This edition brings the volume up to date, including discussions of the Chinese military's
latest developments and the country's most recent foreign conflicts.

Defeated in the Sino-Japanese War 1894–95 and the Boxer Rebellion of 1900, Imperial China collapsed into revolution and a
republic was proclaimed in 1912. From the death of the first president in 1916 to the rise of the Nationalist Kuomintang
government in 1926, the differing regions of this vast country were ruled by endlessly forming, breaking and re-forming alliances of
regional generals who ruled as 'warlords'. These warlords acted essentially as local kings and much like Sengoku-period Japan,
fewer, larger power-blocks emerged, fielding armies hundreds of thousands strong. In the midto late 1920s some of these regional
warlords. This book will reveal each great warlord as well as the organization of their forces which acquired much and very varied
weaponry from the west including the latest French air force bombers. They were also joined by Japanese, White Russian and
some Western soldiers of fortune which adds even more colour to a fascinating and oft-forgotten period.
This volume reveals the little-known story of the 90-year presence of American forces in China until the fall of Peking in 1941.
Included is coverage of the first operations on the Pearl River in 1856 as well as US involvement in the Boxer Rebellion of 1900.
As China entered a chaotic period in her history, known as the years of the “Warlords”, American marines also participated in
numerous small-scale amphibious landings. Finally, during the later Sino-Japanese War and early into World War II, US
volunteers of the “Flying Tigers” became renowned for their combat missions in support of Chinese Nationalist forces, and their
aerial duels are also recounted by the author John P. Langellier, who has spent several years researching the subject in the US
and China. Discover the history of these various actions and the different services involved, recreated in color artwork and
illustrated with rare, previously unpublished photographs.
Continuing the story of General Stilwell's experiences in the CBI between October 1943 and his recall in October 1944, this
volume chronicles the seizure of Myitkyina in Burma and the Salween River fighting in China.
The first documented, systematic study of a truly revolutionary subject, this 1937 text remains the definitive guide to guerrilla
warfare. It concisely explains unorthodox strategies that transform disadvantages into benefits.
People’s Wars in China, Malaya, and Vietnam explains why some insurgencies collapse after a military defeat while under other
circumstances insurgents are able to maintain influence, rebuild strength, and ultimately defeat the government. The author
argues that ultimate victory in civil wars rests on the size of the coalition of social groups established by each side during the
conflict. When insurgents establish broad social coalitions (relative to the incumbent), their movement will persist even when
military defeats lead to loss of control of territory because they enjoy the support of the civilian population and civilians will not
defect to the incumbent. By contrast, when insurgents establish narrow coalitions, civilian compliance is solely a product of
coercion. Where insurgents implement such governing strategies, battlefield defeats translate into political defeats and bring about
a collapse of the insurgency because civilians defect to the incumbent. The empirical chapters of the book consist of six case
studies of the most consequential insurgencies of the 20th century including that led by the Chinese Communist Party from 1927
to 1949, the Malayan Emergency (1948–1960), and the Vietnam War (1960–1975). People’s Wars breaks new ground in
systematically analyzing and comparing these three canonical cases of insurgency. The case studies of China and Malaya make
use of Chinese-language archival sources, many of which have never before been used and provide an unprecedented level of
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detail into the workings of successful and unsuccessful insurgencies. The book adopts an interdisciplinary approach and will be of
interest to both political scientists and historians.
Analyzes the internal pressures and social crises that fostered the beginnings of the Chinese Revolution
During the Japanese occupation of large parts of Asia and the Pacific in 1941–45, Japan raised significant numbers of troops to
fight alongside them, as well as militias to guard their conquests. The total number of these soldiers is estimated at no fewer than
600,000 men. These ranged from the regular troops of Manchukuo (200,000 men), Nanking China (250,000), Thailand, and
recruits from the 'puppet' Burmese Independence Army (30,000) and Indian National Army (40,000), to constabularies and spearwielding militias in the Philippines (15,000), Borneo, Indonesia and New Guinea. Many of the recruits from former European
colonies hoped for independence as part of the 'Greater East-Asian Co-Prosperity Sphere' proclaimed by Japanese propaganda,
but Japan's intentions were entirely cynical. They formed alliances to deny the Allied powers access to territory that they could not
actually occupy, and raised these large numbers of auxiliary troops to relieve the manpower burden of occupation, or simply as
'cannon-fodder'. This extensively researched study examines each of these armies and militias in detail, exploring their history and
deployment during World War II, and revealing the intricacies of their arms and equipment with stunning full-colour artwork and
previously unpublished contemporary photographs.
The 1937-1945 war between China and Japan was one of the most bitter conflicts of the twentieth century. It was a struggle
between the two dominant peoples of Asia. Millions of soldiers fought on each side and millions of soldiers and civilians died.
Philip Jowett's book is one of the first photographic histories of this devastating confrontation. Using a selection of almost 200
historic photographs, he traces the course of the entire war from the Japanese invasion and the retreat of the Chinese armies and
their refusal to surrender, to the involvement of the Americans and the eventual Japanese defeat in 1945. His graphic account is
an absorbing introduction this often-neglected theatre of the Second World War. The images show the armies on all sides and the
weaponry and equipment they used. But they also record the experience of the troops, Chinese and Japanese, and of the Chinese
civilians who suffered terribly through eight years of war.

From the end of the 19th century through the first half of the 20th, most Western powers maintained a naval presence in
China. These gunboats protected traders and missionaries, safeguarded national interests, and patrolled Chinese rivers
in search of pirates. It was a wild, lawless time in China as ruthless warlords fought numerous small wars to increase
their power and influence. This book covers the gunboats of all the major nations that stationed naval forces in China,
including America, Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Portugal, and Japan, and looks at such famous incidents as the
Japanese bombing of the USS Patay and the dramatic escape of the HMS Amethyst from Communist forces in 1947,
which marked the end of the gunboat era.
By the end of the first decade of the 21st century, China had become one of the great powers of the modern world.
Economically, politically, and militarily, its power and international reach is only exceeded by the United States, the
world's one remaining superpower. Its military spending, though dwarfed by the United States, is over $100 billion a year
and it is busy developing an aircraft carrier, a stealth fighter jet, and missiles that can shoot down satellites - all in an
effort to project its power on a global scale. This is all a far cry from its position at the end of the 19th century, when it
was a ramshackle and isolated medieval empire upon whom the European colonial powers could impose their wishes at
will. The period from the First Sino-Japanese War of 1894-95 through to the Communist victory in the Chinese Civil War
ending in 1949 was one of near-constant conflict that saw China emerge as a fledgling new world power. Militarily at
least, this is the defining period in Chinese history. This is the period that saw the breakdown of the traditional imperial
system of control, under threat from a series of rebellions throughout the 19th century, and the rise of the warlords and
civil war in 1911. Despite the establishment of the Republic of China in 1912, the country was still riven by internal strife
as different factions sought to control the fledgling state, while much of the power in the land was exercised by regional
warlords in a constant state of conflict with one another. The 1920s saw the rise of two opposing revolutionary
movements, the Kuomintang, led first by Sun Yat-Sen and later Chiang Kai-Shek, and the Chinese Communist Party,
one of whose early leaders was Mao Tse-Tung. The Kuomintang managed to gain control of the majority of China by the
late 1920s, and started a long running conflict with the Communists at the same time. The late 1920s also saw the first
significant Japanese intervention in China, and in 1931 the Japanese took control of the whole of Manchuria. By 1937
this had escalated into out and out conflict with the Chinese, a conflict which would last till the Japanese defeat in World
War II in 1945. Even then China had to struggle through four years of painful civil war before the Chinese Communist
Party finally established control in 1949. In this new study Philip Jowett traces the complicated military history of China
during these pivotal years, describing in detail the conflicts that forge the modern superpower that is China today.
Different countries give different opening dates for the period of the Second World War, but perhaps the most compelling
is 1937, when the 'Marco Polo Bridge Incident' plunged China and Japan into a conflict of extraordinary duration and
ferocity - a war which would result in many millions of deaths and completely reshape East Asia in ways which we
continue to confront today. With great vividness and narrative drive Rana Mitter's book draws on a huge range of new
sources to recreate this terrible conflict. He writes both about the major leaders (Chiang Kaishek, Mao Zedong and Wang
Jingwei) and about the ordinary people swept up by terrible times. Mitter puts at the heart of our understanding of the
Second World War that it was Japan's failure to defeat China which was the key dynamic for what happened in Asia.
Although the Chinese contribution to Allied victory in World War II (1939-1945) is often ignored, China fought the
Japanese Empire for far longer than any other belligerent nation. By the time that the Sino-Japanese War became
absorbed into the wider conflict at the end of 1941, Chinese armies had already suffered huge casualties and half the
country had been lost. By fighting on with Allied support, China tied down a million Japanese troops. After Japan's defeat
in 1945, China was immediately plunged back into civil war between Chiang Kai-shek's Nationalists and Mao Tse-tung's
Communists; and the latter's victory in 1949 changed the world for the rest of the 20th century and beyond.
A daily account of enormous courage and unthinkable horror during the Nanjing Massacre
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"Though the book highlights the military aspects of the war, it also shows how these took place alongside profound
changes in Chinese politics, society, and culture - changes that ultimately contributed as much to the character of today's
China as did the major battles. By analyzing the war as an international and not simply a domestic conflict, the author
explains why so much of the present legitimacy of the Beijing government derives from its successes during the late
1940s, and reveals how the antagonism between China and the United States, so important to current international
affairs, was born."--BOOK JACKET.
The dramatic real life stories of four young people caught up in the mass exodus of Shanghai in the wake of China's
1949 Communist revolution--a heartrending precursor to the struggles faced by emigrants today. "A true page-turner . . .
[Helen] Zia has proven once again that history is something that happens to real people."--New York Times bestselling
author Lisa See NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY NPR AND THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
MONITOR - LONGLISTED FOR THE PEN/JACQUELINE BOGRAD WELD AWARD FOR BIOGRAPHY Shanghai has
historically been China's jewel, its richest, most modern and westernized city. The bustling metropolis was home to
sophisticated intellectuals, entrepreneurs, and a thriving middle class when Mao's proletarian revolution emerged
victorious from the long civil war. Terrified of the horrors the Communists would wreak upon their lives, citizens of
Shanghai who could afford to fled in every direction. Seventy years later, members of the last generation to fully recall
this massive exodus have revealed their stories to Chinese American journalist Helen Zia, who interviewed hundreds of
exiles about their journey through one of the most tumultuous events of the twentieth century. From these moving
accounts, Zia weaves together the stories of four young Shanghai residents who wrestled with the decision to abandon
everything for an uncertain life as refugees in Hong Kong, Taiwan, and the United States. Benny, who as a teenager
became the unwilling heir to his father's dark wartime legacy, must decide either to escape to Hong Kong or navigate the
intricacies of a newly Communist China. The resolute Annuo, forced to flee her home with her father, a defeated
Nationalist official, becomes an unwelcome exile in Taiwan. The financially strapped Ho fights deportation from the U.S.
in order to continue his studies while his family struggles at home. And Bing, given away by her poor parents, faces the
prospect of a new life among strangers in America. The lives of these men and women are marvelously portrayed,
revealing the dignity and triumph of personal survival. Herself the daughter of immigrants from China, Zia is uniquely
equipped to explain how crises like the Shanghai transition affect children and their families, students and their futures,
and, ultimately, the way we see ourselves and those around us. Last Boat Out of Shanghai brings a poignant personal
angle to the experiences of refugees then and, by extension, today. "Zia's portraits are compassionate and
heartbreaking, and they are, ultimately, the universal story of many families who leave their homeland as refugees and
find less-than-welcoming circumstances on the other side."--Amy Tan, author of The Joy Luck Club
From the beginning of the Second Sino-Japanese War in 1937 until the Japanese surrender in August 1945, a multitude
of military and civil-defence forces strove to support the Japanese war effort and latterly prepared to defend the Home
Islands against invasion. During World War II, Japan was the world's most militarized society and by 1945 nearly every
Japanese male over the age of 10 wore some kind of military attire, as did the majority of women and girls. In this
volume, Philip Jowett reveals the many military and civil-defence organizations active in wartime Japan, while specially
commissioned artwork and carefully chosen archive photographs depict the appearance of the men, women and children
involved in the Japanese war effort in the Home Islands throughout World War II.
From 1931, China and Japan had been embroiled in a number of small-scale conflicts that had seen vast swathes of
territory being occupied by the Japanese. On 7 July 1937, the Japanese engineered the Marco Polo Bridge Incident,
which led to the fall of Beijing and Tianjin and the start of a de facto state of war between the two countries. This force
then moved south, landing an expeditionary force to take Shanghai and from there drive west to capture Nanjing. This
fully illustrated book tells the story of the Japanese assault on these two great Chinese cities. The battle of Shanghai was
the first large-scale urban warfare of World War II and one of the bloodiest battles of the entire Sino-Japanese War. The
determined resistance by Chinese inflicted sizable Japanese casualties, and may well have contributed to the
subsequent massacre of prisoners and civilians in the battle of Nanjing, tarnishing Japan's reputation in the eyes of the
world.
In a bid to recapture territory conceded following the Winter War of 1939–40, Finnish forces cooperated with Nazi
Germany and other Axis powers during the invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941. Rapid Finnish progress in
reoccupying lost ground in Karelia during the first few months of the invasion gave way to a more static form of warfare
from October 1941. The Finns resisted German pressure to participate fully in the Axis attack on the beleaguered Sovietheld city of Leningrad, and the Continuation War came to be characterized by trench warfare and unconventional
operations conducted by both sides behind the front lines. In June 1944 the stalemate was abruptly ended by a massive
Soviet offensive that pushed the Finns back; the two sides clashed in a series of major battles, including the battle of TaliIhantala, with the Finns halting the Soviet advance before agreeing to an armistice that September. The evolving military
situation in this sector of the Eastern Front meant that the soldiers of the Soviet Union and Finland fought one another in
a variety of challenging settings, prompting both sides to innovate as new technologies reached the front line. In this
study, the doctrine, training, equipment and organization of both sides' fighting men are assessed and compared,
followed by a detailed assessment of their combat records in three key battles of the Continuation War.
A history of the Chinese experience in WWII, named a Book of the Year by both the Economist and the Financial Times:
“Superb” (The New York Times Book Review). In 1937, two years before Hitler invaded Poland, Chinese troops clashed
with Japanese occupiers in the first battle of World War II. Joining with the United States, the Soviet Union, and Great
Britain, China became the fourth great ally in a devastating struggle for its very survival. In this book, prize-winning
historian Rana Mitter unfurls China’s drama of invasion, resistance, slaughter, and political intrigue as never before.
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Based on groundbreaking research, this gripping narrative focuses on a handful of unforgettable characters, including
Chiang Kai-shek, Mao Zedong, and Chiang’s American chief of staff, “Vinegar Joe” Stilwell—and also recounts the
sacrifice and resilience of everyday Chinese people through the horrors of bombings, famines, and the infamous Rape of
Nanking. More than any other twentieth-century event, World War II was crucial in shaping China’s worldview, making
Forgotten Ally both a definitive work of history and an indispensable guide to today’s China and its relationship with the
West.
Within months of its greatest triumph in 1942, the Japanese Imperial Army began to face the difficulties which would
eventually destroy it - overstretched supply lines, and inadequate industrial support. Yet as the Allies grew steadily
stronger and more skilful during World War II (1939-1945), the Japanese Army and Naval Landing Forces dug in to
defend their conquests with a determination which shocked all who fought them. In this second book the author describes
the deployments, organisation, uniforms and equipment of the Army - including the dreaded Kempei-tai military police the naval infantry, paratroopers, special raiding units, and foreign auxiliaries during the long and savage war in Burma
and the Pacific. His text is illustrated with many rare photographs, three insignia charts, and eight highly detailed colour
plates.
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