Download File PDF Testing Language Skills
Farhadi Jafarpour Birjandi

Testing Language Skills Farhadi
Jafarpour Birjandi
This four-volume handbook covers important
concepts and tools used in the fields of financial
econometrics, mathematics, statistics, and machine
learning. Econometric methods have been applied in
asset pricing, corporate finance, international
finance, options and futures, risk management, and
in stress testing for financial institutions. This
handbook discusses a variety of econometric
methods, including single equation multiple
regression, simultaneous equation regression, and
panel data analysis, among others. It also covers
statistical distributions, such as the binomial and log
normal distributions, in light of their applications to
portfolio theory and asset management in addition to
their use in research regarding options and futures
contracts.In both theory and methodology, we need
to rely upon mathematics, which includes linear
algebra, geometry, differential equations, Stochastic
differential equation (Ito calculus), optimization,
constrained optimization, and others. These forms of
mathematics have been used to derive capital
market line, security market line (capital asset pricing
model), option pricing model, portfolio analysis, and
others.In recent times, an increased importance has
been given to computer technology in financial
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research. Different computer languages and
programming techniques are important tools for
empirical research in finance. Hence, simulation,
machine learning, big data, and financial payments
are explored in this handbook.Led by Distinguished
Professor Cheng Few Lee from Rutgers University,
this multi-volume work integrates theoretical,
methodological, and practical issues based on his
years of academic and industry experience.
Bush's Memex has been the prototype of the
personal computer, and the first design for a
machine to help people think and manage
information. Yet, with all its renown, Memex is
largely misunderstood. In From Memex to Hypertext,
all of Bush's writings about Memex have been
collected for the first time. Surrounding Bush's
essays are chapters by historians and leading
figures in the computer science research community
telling the story of how the idea of Memex was
developed.
This book is a classic. Literature: Structure, Sound,
and Sense has been consistently updated through
its revised editions and remains the model for
introductory literature texts. It is compact and easy to
hold--not bloated and indiscriminate in its selections
This is the eBook of the printed book and may not
include any media, website access codes, or print
supplements that may come packaged with the
bound book. For any pre- or in-service mainstream
Page 2/20

Download File PDF Testing Language Skills
Farhadi Jafarpour Birjandi
teacher learning how to teach the English Language
Learners or world language students in their
classrooms—or those who simply want to get better
at it—here is an interactive approach that’s packed
with engaging features, opportunities for reflection,
important new ideas and suggestions, and a number
of ways to better connect to professional
development standards like the Common Core
Standards and WIDA. Content-Based Second
Language Teaching and Learning gives readers
opportunities to interact with the material; reflect and
consult with colleagues, partners, and classrooms;
revisit their responses; and get assistance from
accompanying PowerPoint presentations online that
focus on the key concepts of each chapter. Packed
with practical, how-to ideas and techniques culled
from two critical fields of study—psycholinguistics and
socio-cultural—it offers today’s teachers more
methodological approaches to teaching in ESL
settings than virtually any other book on the market.
Introducing Functional Grammar, third edition,
provides a user-friendly overview of the theoretical
and practical aspects of the systemic functional
grammar (SFG) model. No prior knowledge of formal
linguistics is required as the book provides: An
opening chapter on the purpose of linguistic
analysis, which outlines the differences between the
two major approaches to grammar - functional and
formal. An overview of the SFG model - what it is
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and how it works. Advice and practice on identifying
elements of language structure such as clauses and
clause constituents. Numerous examples of text
analysis using the categories introduced, and
discussion about what the analysis shows. Exercises
to test comprehension, along with answers for
guidance. The third edition is updated throughout,
and is based closely on the fourth edition of Halliday
and Matthiessen's Introduction to Functional
Grammar. A glossary of terms, more exercises and
an additional chapter are available on the companion
website at: www.routledge.com/cw/thompson.
Introducing Functional Grammar remains the
essential entry guide to Hallidayan functional
grammar, for undergraduate and postgraduate
students of language and linguistics.
Offers a discussion of the basic concerns which
underlie the development and use of language tests.
Presenting a synthesis of research on testing, this
book is useful for students on teacher education
courses. It is also helpful for those professionally
involved in designing and administering tests, acting
as a complement to 'how to' books.
Current Trends in the Development and Teaching of
the four Language Skills builds connections from
theory in the four language skills to instructional
practices. It comprises twenty-one chapters that are
grouped in five sections. The first section includes an
introductory chapter which presents a
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communicative competence framework developed
by the editors in order to highlight the key role the
four skills play in language learning and teaching.
The next four sections each represent a language
skill: Section II is devoted to listening, Section III to
speaking, Section IV to reading and Section V to
writing. In order to provide an extensive treatment of
each of the four skills, each section starts with a
theoretical chapter which briefly illustrates advances
in the understanding of how each skill is likely to be
learned and taught, followed by four didactically
oriented chapters authored by leading international
specialists. These pedagogical chapters deal
specifically with four key topics: 1) areas of research
that influence the teaching of a particular skill; 2) an
overview of strategies or techniques necessary for
developing a particular skill; 3) an approach to the
academic orientation of a particular skill, and 4)
unique aspects of teaching each skill. Moreover, all
chapters incorporate two common sections: prereading questions at the beginning of the chapter in
order to stimulate readers' interest in its content, and
a section entitled suggested activities at the end of
the chapter in order to allow readers put the ideas
and concepts presented into practice. The
accessible style and practical focus of the volume
make it an ideal tool for teachers, teacher trainers,
and teacher trainees who are involved in teaching
the four language skills in a second or foreign
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language context.
Quantitative Data Analysis for Language
Assessment Volume I: Fundamental Techniques is a
resource book that presents the most fundamental
techniques of quantitative data analysis in the field of
language assessment. Each chapter provides an
accessible explanation of the selected technique, a
review of language assessment studies that have
used the technique, and finally, an example of an
authentic study that uses the technique. Readers
also get a taste of how to apply each technique
through the help of supplementary online resources
that include sample data sets and guided
instructions. Language assessment students, test
designers, and researchers should find this a unique
reference as it consolidates theory and application of
quantitative data analysis in language assessment.
This book introduces theories, methods and applications
of density ratio estimation, a newly emerging paradigm in
the machine learning community.
Practical procedures for teachers to follow at every stage
are outlined, including ways to stimulate students to write
through pictures, readings and discussions, and ways to
respond to student writing as a form of communication.
The majority of natural language processing (NLP) is
English language processing, and while there is good
language technology support for (standard varieties of)
English, support for Albanian, Burmese, or
Cebuano—and most other languages—remains limited.
Being able to bridge this digital divide is important for
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scientific and democratic reasons but also represents an
enormous growth potential. A key challenge for this to
happen is learning to align basic meaning-bearing units
of different languages. In this book, the authors survey
and discuss recent and historical work on supervised
and unsupervised learning of such alignments.
Specifically, the book focuses on so-called cross-lingual
word embeddings. The survey is intended to be
systematic, using consistent notation and putting the
available methods on comparable form, making it easy to
compare wildly different approaches. In so doing, the
authors establish previously unreported relations
between these methods and are able to present a fastgrowing literature in a very compact way. Furthermore,
the authors discuss how best to evaluate cross-lingual
word embedding methods and survey the resources
available for students and researchers interested in this
topic.
English is increasingly becoming the world's lingua
franca. If we are not native speakers of one of the many
varieties of English, then we may be students of English,
or use English regularly for academic or business
purposes. The English Language series, which is
international in focus, aims to synthesize the wealth of
existing linguistic research both on and in English. Each
volume in the series is designed to present these
findings in an accessible, enlightening and entertaining
way not only to students of English linguistics but to
learners and users of English across the globe. The
English Writing System describes how writing is not
simply ancillary to other aspects of language but vitally
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important to almost everything we do, from signing our
wills to sending a text message. This book discusses the
mechanics of the writing systems of English; the different
ways people process words on a page and the mistakes
they can make; how children and second language
learners acquire these systems; the historical
development of the language and the progress of writing
technology: in short, the effectiveness of the writing
systems of English. Combining an academic perspective
from linguistics and psychology with insights into
everyday spelling mistakes, The English Writing System
will interest students and teachers of linguistics,
literature, the English language, psychology and
education.
This book provides a practical overview of the most
important methods in the field. Readers are drawn into
classrooms where various teaching methods and
approaches are being used. They are encouraged to
reflect on their own beliefs and to develop their own
approach to language teaching. - Publisher.
The book addresses issues in the field of teaching
academic writing to non-native speakers. This book
provides a series of discussions about multiple aspects
of second language writing, presenting chapters that
collectively address a range of issues that are important
to new teachers at the post-secondary level. The 13
chapters provide scholarly visions, insight, and
interpretation, oriented toward explaining the field of
teaching academic writing to non-native speakers. The
book is designed to provide foundational contentknowledge in this area, with each chapter authored by
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recognized experts in the field. In addition to helping train
new teachers, the book will serve as an updated
reference book for practicing teachers and scholars to
consult.
Specifically targeted towards the needs of a second
language research audience, Second Language
Research: Methodology and Design addresses basic
issues related to research design, providing step-by-step
instructions for how to carry out studies. This up-to-date
text includes chapters that cover identifying research
problems and questions; selecting elicitation measures;
dealing with ethical issues related to data gathering;
validity and reliability in research; research in second
and foreign language classroom contexts; data
description and coding; and data analysis. Also included
is a chapter on the much needed and rarely addressed
topic of writing up SLA research, giving concrete
suggestions about preparing for publication. Principles of
both qualitative and quantitative research are discussed
in the context of design issues. Throughout the book,
examples from applied linguistics, second language
acquisition, and TESOL are provided. Helpful discussion
and data-based skill-building exercises at the end of
each chapter promote better understanding of the
principles discussed. A glossary outlines the key terms in
second language research. Second Language Research:
Methodology and Design is an ideal textbook for
introductory and advanced classes in second language
research methods, as well as classes in related areas,
for example, TESOL research methods.
This comprehensive anthology provides an overview of
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current approaches, issues, and practices in the teaching
of English to speakers of other languages. Containing a
broad collection of articles published primarily in the last
decade, it illustrates the complexity underlying many of
the practical planning and instructional activities involved
in teaching English. These activities include teaching
English at elementary, secondary, and tertiary levels,
teacher training, language testing, curriculum and
materials development, the use of computers and other
technology in teaching, as well as research on different
aspects of second-language learning. Organized into 16
sections, the book contains 41 articles by well-known
teacher trainers and researchers. Also included are two
sets of discussion questions--a pre-reading background
set and a post-reading reflection set. The anthology
serves as an important resource for researchers, M.A.
TESOL students, and teachers wishing to design a basic
course in methodology.
This monograph is the first survey of neural approaches
to conversational AI that targets Natural Language
Processing and Information Retrieval audiences. It
provides a comprehensive survey of the neural
approaches to conversational AI that have been
developed in the last few years, covering QA, taskoriented and social bots with a unified view of optimal
decision making.The authors draw connections between
modern neural approaches and traditional approaches,
allowing readers to better understand why and how the
research has evolved and to shed light on how they can
move forward. They also present state-of-the-art
approaches to training dialogue agents using both
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supervised and reinforcement learning. Finally, the
authors sketch out the landscape of conversational
systems developed in the research community and
released in industry, demonstrating via case studies the
progress that has been made and the challenges that
are still being faced.Neural Approaches to
Conversational AI is a valuable resource for students,
researchers, and software developers. It provides a
unified view, as well as a detailed presentation of the
important ideas and insights needed to understand and
create modern dialogue agents that will be instrumental
to making world knowledge and services accessible to
millions of users in ways that seem natural and intuitive.
Top Notch, a dynamic 6-level communicative course,
sets a new standard, using the natural language that
people really speak. With a rock-solid learner-center
approach, Top Notch provides students an opportunity to
confirm their own progress at the end of every easy-toteach two-page lesson.
This volume presents a range of views about language,
learning, and teaching in English for Specific Purposes
(ESP). Its purpose is to go beyond individual cases and
practices to examine the approaches and ideas on which
they are based. The aim is for readers to adopt an
analytical stance toward the field and to identify current
perspectives in ESP and the ideas driving them. Ideas
and Options in English for Specific Purposes does not
promote any one approach, but rather identifies and
illustrates those in evidence today. The main emphasis is
on the links between theory and ESP teaching and
research. Ideas from linguistics, sociolinguistics,
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education, SLA, and social theories are described. Links
are then made between these ideas and ESP course
designs, instructional materials, and research projects.
Thus the book moves back and forth between
descriptions of theories, teaching practice, and research.
Part I introduces the book's approach to description of
ESP and the framework used to investigate it. Part II
examines ideas of language, learning, and teaching in
ESP. Recognizing that ESP is taught in many different
countries and contexts, the author draws on a wide
range of examples of teaching practice and research
from around the world and from different branches of
ESP, including English for Academic Purposes, English
for Professional Purposes, and English for Vocational
Purposes. From Chapter 3 onward, each chapter
includes Questions for Discussion and Projects, to
encourage readers to research and analyze the practices
of ESP in their own contexts and to consider the ideas
they draw on in their own teaching. This text is geared
toward graduate-level TESOL education courses.
It is an exceptionally thoughtful assessment of
assessment, and I am (along with anyone else who
broods about education) much in your debt. Jerome
Bruner, personal communication with the authorWhen
this award-winning book was originally published in
1994, a review in the TES said: Beyond Testing is a
refreshingly honest look at the dilemmas faci
This an excellent introduction to psycholinguistics for
applied linguists and language teachers
Introducing English for Specific Purposes presents the
key concepts and practices of ESP in a modern,
Page 12/20

Download File PDF Testing Language Skills
Farhadi Jafarpour Birjandi
balanced, and comprehensive way. This book defines
ESP and shows how the approach plays a crucial role in
the world of English language teaching. Explaining how
needs analysis, language and learning objectives,
materials and methods, and evaluation combine to form
the four main pillars of ESP, the book includes: practical
examples that illustrate how the core theories and
practices of ESP can be applied in real-world academic
and occupational settings; discussion of some of the
most hotly debated issues in ESP; insights on how ESP
courses can be organized and integrated to form a
complete program; reflection boxes, practical tasks,
extension research questions, and resources for further
reading in each chapter. Introducing English for Specific
Purposes serves as an ideal textbook for graduate and
advanced undergraduate students studying courses on
English for Specific Purposes or English for Academic
Purposes, as part of degrees in English for Specific
Purposes, Education, ELT, Applied Linguistics, TESOL
or TEFL. This comprehensive publication is also an
invaluable reference resource for pre-service and inservice teachers of ESP, and for English program
managers and administrators.
This volume brings together the ideas put forward at an
international conference on Metaphor and Translation
held at the University of Toulon, France, in June 2017.
The bilingual nature of the contributions here provides an
insight into recent linguistic theories from both the
English- and French-speaking worlds. This diversified
approach is further enhanced by contributors being
based in a large number of countries worldwide and
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working on different language combinations. The kinds of
problem areas investigated here include a wide range of
themes. They cover aspects ranging from
methodological and theoretical issues to specialist areas
such as literature, culture and the economy. Whatever
the theoretical approach applied, the findings come up
with interesting and useful conclusions as to how
metaphor is translated in the types of discourse analysis
proposed. As a result, this volume will be of interest to
both scholars and students involved in metaphor studies
and translation, as well as to professional translators
wishing to keep track of recent theories and practical
issues in the field.
First published in 2007. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor
& Francis, an informa company.
A learner-centred teaching orientation begins with the
premise that the learner is the central reference point in
decision making because: - needs analysis and goalsetting can be more effective if students inform them with
their own knowledge and experience; - learning is more
successful if methodology and study mode take into
account student preferences and characteristics. This
book provides a framework of theory, discussion and
practical guidelines to help teachers implement these
principles in a sensitive and flexible manner in response
to the specific features both of their students and of the
wider context of learning. The book also examines the
implications a learner-centred approach has in terms of
the role and responsibilities of the teacher.
Reflecting the shift which has recently occurred in
approaches to languages testing in response to
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developments in teaching, this book highlights the
importance of context, purposiveness and realistic
discourse in testing, as in teaching.
This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the
First International Workshop on Active Inference, IWAI
2020, co-located with ECML/PKDD 2020, held in Ghent,
Belgium, in September 2020. The 13 full papers along
with 6 short papers were thoroughly reviewed and
selected from 25 submissions. They are organized in the
topical sections on ?active inference and continuous
control; active inference and machine learning; active
inference: theory and biology.
Formulaic sequences (FS) are now recognized as an
essential element of language use. However, research
on FS has generally been limited to a focus on
description, or on the place of FS in L1 acquisition. This
volume opens new directions in FS research,
concentrating on how FS are acquired and processed by
the mind, both in the L1 and L2. The ten original studies
in the volume illustrate the L2 acquisition of FS, the
relationship between L1 and L2 FS, the relationship
between corpus recurrence of FS and their
psycholinguistic reality, the processes involved in
reading FS, and pedagogical issues in teaching FS. The
studies use a wide range of methodologies, many of
them innovative, and thus the volume serves as a model
for future research in the area. The volume begins with
three survey chapters offering a background on the
characteristics and measurement of FS.
This handbook provides an overview of major
developments around diagnostic classification models
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(DCMs) with regard to modeling, estimation, model
checking, scoring, and applications. It brings together not
only the current state of the art, but also the theoretical
background and models developed for diagnostic
classification. The handbook also offers applications and
special topics and practical guidelines how to plan and
conduct research studies with the help of DCMs.
Commonly used models in educational measurement
and psychometrics typically assume a single latent trait
or at best a small number of latent variables that are
aimed at describing individual differences in observed
behavior. While this allows simple rankings of test takers
along one or a few dimensions, it does not provide a
detailed picture of strengths and weaknesses when
assessing complex cognitive skills. DCMs, on the other
hand, allow the evaluation of test taker performance
relative to a potentially large number of skill domains.
Most diagnostic models provide a binary mastery/nonmastery classification for each of the assumed test taker
attributes representing these skill domains. Attribute
profiles can be used for formative decisions as well as
for summative purposes, for example in a multiple cut-off
procedure that requires mastery on at least a certain
subset of skills. The number of DCMs discussed in the
literature and applied to a variety of assessment data
has been increasing over the past decades, and their
appeal to researchers and practitioners alike continues
to grow. These models have been used in English
language assessment, international large scale
assessments, and for feedback for practice exams in
preparation of college admission testing, just to name a
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few. Nowadays, technology-based assessments provide
increasingly rich data on a multitude of skills and allow
collection of data with respect to multiple types of
behaviors. Diagnostic models can be understood as an
ideal match for these types of data collections to provide
more in-depth information about test taker skills and
behavioral tendencies.
The two-volume set LNCS 11751 and 11752 constitutes
the refereed proceedings of the 20th International
Conference on Image Analysis and Processing, ICIAP
2019, held in Trento, Italy, in September 2019. The 117
papers presented were carefully reviewed and selected
from 207 submissions. The papers cover both classic
and the most recent trends in image processing,
computer vision, and pattern recognition, addressing
both theoretical and applicative aspects. They are
organized in the following topical sections: Video
Analysis and Understanding; Pattern Recognition and
Machine Learning; Deep Learning; Multiview Geometry
and 3D Computer Vision; Image Analysis, Detection and
Recognition; Multimedia; Biomedical and Assistive
Technology; Digital Forensics; Image processing for
Cultural Heritage.
Psychology for Language Teachers examines the field of
educational psychology and considers various ways in
which a deeper understanding of this discipline can help
language teachers. The first part presents an overview of
educational psychology, and discusses how different
approaches to psychology have influenced language
teaching methodology. Following this, four themes are
identified: the learner, the teacher, the task and the
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learning context. Recent psychological developments in
each of these domains are discussed and implications
are drawn for language teaching. Areas considered
include approaches to learning, motivation, the role of
the individual, attribution, mediation, the teaching of
thinking, the cognitive demands of tasks and the learning
environment. Psychology for Language Teachers does
not assume previous knowledge of psychology.
Practical Language Testing equips you with the skills,
knowledge and principles necessary to understand and
construct language tests. This intensely practical book
gives guidelines on the design of assessments within the
classroom, and provides the necessary tools to analyse
and improve assessments, as well as deal with
alignment to externally imposed standards. Testing is
situated both within the classroom and within the larger
social context, and readers are provided the knowledge
necessary to make realistic and fair decisions about the
use and implementation of tests. The book explains the
normative role of large scale testing and provides
alternatives that the reader can adapt to their own
context. This fulfils the dual purpose of providing the
reader with the knowledge they need to prepare learners
for tests, and the practical skills for using assessment for
learning. Practical Language Testing is the ideal
introduction for students of applied linguistics, TESOL
and modern foreign language teaching as well as
practicing teachers required to design or implement
language testing programmes. The book is supported by
frequently updated online resources at
http://languagetesting.info/ including sets of scenarios
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providing resources to study aviation English
assessment, call centre assessment, military language
assessment, and medical language assessment. The
materials can be used to structure debates and
seminars, with pre-reading and video activities. Practical
Language Testing was commended as a 2012 runner-up
of the prestigious SAGE/ILTA Award for Best Book on
Language Testing.
In a series of simplified educational editions for learners of
English as a foreign language, this one gives information
about modern American life in some of its many facets.
Presents cutting-edge, evidence-based interventions for
dealing with specific difficulties of reading comprehension in
children aged 7-11. An in-depth introduction to the ‘poor
comprehender profile’, which describes children who despite
being fluent readers have difficulty extracting meaning from
text. Sets out a range of practical interventions for improving
reading skills in this group - along with comprehensive
guidance on assessment and monitoring, and insightful
accounts of professionals’ experience in delivering the
techniques described. Includes an overview of psychological
theories of reading comprehension, evaluating their practical
applicability.
Testing and Assessment in Translation and Interpreting
Studies examines issues of measurement that are essential
to translation and interpreting. Conceptualizing testing both
as a process and a product, the collection of papers explores
these issues across languages and settings (including
university classrooms, research projects, the private sector,
and professional associations). The authors have approached
their chapters from different perspectives using a variety of
methods, some focusing on very specific variables, and
others providing a much broader overview of the issues at
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hand. Chapters range from a discussion of the measurement
of text cohesion in translation; the measurement of
interactional competence in interpreting; the use of a
particular scale to measure interpreters’ renditions to the
application of a specific approach to grading or general
program assessment (such as interpreter or translator
certification at the national level or program admissions
processes). These studies point to the need for greater
integration of research and practice in the specific area of
testing and assessment and are a welcome addition to the
field.
With the current push toward educational reform, there is
great potential for innovation and change, particularly in large
scale testing. One area where change is possible is in
cognitive diagnostic assessment. Researchers in educational
measurement and cognitive psychology are finally in a
position to design tests targeted specifically for providing
valuable information about students' cognitive strengths and
weaknesses. This self-contained volume organizes what is
known about cognitive diagnostic assessment in education,
including its conceptual and philosophical basis, methods,
and applications. The complete list of topics includes
educational demand, philosophical rationale, construct
validity, cognitive methods, test construction, statistical
models, and unresolved issues (e.g., how to best translate
diagnostic information into teaching practices). Leighton and
Gierl present a comprehensive and up-to-date examination of
cognitive diagnostic assessment in education.
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