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Although much has changed in schools in recent years, the power of differentiated
instruction remains the same—and the need for it has only increased. Today's
classroom is more diverse, more inclusive, and more plugged into technology than ever
before. And it's led by teachers under enormous pressure to help decidedly
unstandardized students meet an expanding set of rigorous, standardized learning
targets. In this updated second edition of her best-selling classic work, Carol Ann
Tomlinson offers these teachers a powerful and practical way to meet a challenge that
is both very modern and completely timeless: how to divide their time, resources, and
efforts to effectively instruct so many students of various backgrounds, readiness and
skill levels, and interests. With a perspective informed by advances in research and
deepened by more than 15 years of implementation feedback in all types of schools,
Tomlinson explains the theoretical basis of differentiated instruction, explores the
variables of curriculum and learning environment, shares dozens of instructional
strategies, and then goes inside elementary and secondary classrooms in nearly all
subject areas to illustrate how real teachers are applying differentiation principles and
strategies to respond to the needs of all learners. This book's insightful guidance on
what to differentiate, how to differentiate, and why lays the groundwork for bringing
differentiated instruction into your own classroom or refining the work you already do to
help each of your wonderfully unique learners move toward greater knowledge, more
advanced skills, and expanded understanding. Today more than ever, The
Differentiated Classroom is a must-have staple for every teacher's shelf and every
school's professional development collection.
In the movement toward standards-based education, an important question stands out:
How will this reform affect the 10% of school-aged children who have disabilities and
thus qualify for special education? In Educating One and All, an expert committee
addresses how to reconcile common learning for all students with individualized
education for "one"--the unique student. The book makes recommendations to states
and communities that have adopted standards-based reform and that seek policies and
practices to make reform consistent with the requirements of special education. The
committee explores the ideas, implementation issues, and legislative initiatives behind
the tradition of special education for people with disabilities. It investigates the policy
and practice implications of the current reform movement toward high educational
standards for all students. Educating One and All examines the curricula and expected
outcomes of standards-based education and the educational experience of students
with disabilities--and identifies points of alignment between the two areas. The volume
documents the diverse population of students with disabilities and their school
experiences. Because approaches to assessment and accountability are key to
standards-based reforms, the committee analyzes how assessment systems currently
address students with disabilities, including testing accommodations. The book
addresses legal and resource implications, as well as parental participation in children's
education.
The authors build on their highly respected work in accountability and assessment of
students with disabilities to focus now on improving test performance--with an emphasis
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throughout on practical application.
Like our best-selling line of ISEE workbooks, this book has more practice questions
than 10 full-length exams! With over 1,500 practice questions dedicated to the Upper
Level SSAT, this book provides enough practice for even the highest-achieving
student.This book includes:- 3 full-length tests1 diagnostic test to help you pinpoint the
areas in most need of improvement, and- 2 practice tests to help familiarize students
with the real thing.- 1500+ practice questions broken out by topic, so students can
focus on key areas.- Hundreds of reading comprehension questions covering literature,
poetry, persuasive and expository passages- Hundreds of test-appropriate math
questions including graphs, charts, shapes, and illustrations- Detailed answer
explanations available online at www.thetutorverse.comThis book can be used for
independent practice or for study with a professional educator. To best utilize a
student's limited time, we recommend using this book with a tutor or teacher who can
help students learn more about new or particularly challenging topics.
Soon, most states will mandate testing for all students. How should students with
disabilities participate in district and statewide tests? How will educators make sure the
requirements are met and ensure that each student's Individualized Education Program
(IEP) is followed? This new guide translates the issues surrounding state and district
testing of students with disabilities into what educators need to know and do. You'll find
the tools to begin the process of implementing meaningful tests for all your students.
Deciding whether to grant test accommodations for a student with disabilities is
challenging and controversial. Current accommodations practice is seldom research
based, and professionals charged with such decisions often reach different
conclusions. The result can be either unnecessary accommodations that compromise
test validity or the denial of accommodations to a student who needs them. In this book,
Benjamin Lovett and Lawrence Lewandowski draw on research to offer clear, specific
guidelines for deciding when accommodations are appropriate for a student with
disabilities -- depending on the test being taken, the accommodations being
considered, and the student's functional skills. The book also explains how laws and
practices differ for K-12 accommodations versus postsecondary education and
workplace accommodations, as well as how universal test design might lessen the
need for test accommodations.
Individual Education Plans (IEPs) and 504 Plans often recommend the use of
accommodations to facilitate the learning of classroom material by students with
disabilities. Since the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) in 1997,
students with disabilities are expected to participate in state and district-wide
assessments, using appropriate accommodations. Large-scale assessment assumes
the use of standardized testing conditions to allow for comparability of test scores;
however, some students with disabilities are better able to demonstrate their knowledge
when allowed to use accommodations that offset the effect of their disability on the
construct tested. For these students, de-standardizing the test conditions is the only
meaningful way to obtain an accurate estimate of achievement. In 1999 the Special
Education Elementary Longitudinal Study (SEELS) began to examine the experience of
elementary age students in schools, and pertinent to this report, their experience in
testing situations, particularly the use of accommodations. In this paper, using data
from SEELS, the authors examine accommodation use across different educational
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conditions, comparing IEP and 504 Plan accommodations to what students reportedly
received in the classroom and on standardized tests. Results suggest a lack of
alignment in accommodation use among IEP/504 plans, classroom conditions, and
state testing situations. Additionally, there is some variability in what happens for
students with different categorical labels. Since the data for this report was obtained
from an early administration of the SEELS (Wave 2), monitoring of the alignment issue
should continue. (Contains 11 figures and 1 table.).
An innovative, comprehensive guide—the first of its kind—to help parents understand and
accept learning disabilities in their children, offering tips and strategies for successfully
advocating on their behalf and helping them become their own best advocates. In
Thinking Differently, David Flink, the leader of Eye to Eye—a national mentoring
program for students with learning and attention issues—enlarges our understanding of
the learning process and offers powerful, innovative strategies for parenting, teaching,
and supporting the 20 percent of students with learning disabilities. An outstanding
fighter who has helped thousands of children adapt to their specific learning issues,
Flink understands the needs and experiences of these children first hand. He, too, has
dyslexia and ADHD. Focusing on how to arm students who think and learn differently
with essential skills, including meta-cognition and self-advocacy, Flink offers real, hard
advice, providing the tools to address specific problems they face—from building selfesteem and reconstructing the learning environment, to getting proper diagnoses and
discovering their inner gifts. With his easy, hands-on “Step-by-Step Launchpad to
Empowerment,” parents can take immediate steps to improve their children’s lives.
Thinking Differently is a brilliant, compassionate work, packed with essential insights
and real-world applications indispensable for parents, educators, and other professional
involved with children with learning disabilities.
OGT Exit Level Reading Workbook prepares students for the reading portion of the
Ohio Graduation Test. Samples from similar tests provide plenty of practice and
students learn to take multiple choice tests on their comprehension of what they read.
Students learn to evaluate their own short answers to targeted questions, and learn
from other students' responses to similar questions. This book is suitable for students in
all states who need to take a reading exam for graduation or course completion.
Aimed at parents of and advocates for special needs children, explains how to develop
a relationship with a school, monitor a child's progress, understand relevant legislation,
and document correspondence and conversations.
The importance of student assessment, particularly for summative purposes, has
increased greatly over the past thirty years. At the same time, emphasis on including all
students in assessment programs has also increased. Assessment programs, whether
they are large-scale, district-based, or teacher developed, have traditionally attempted
to assess students using a single instrument administered to students under the same
conditions. Educators and test developers, however, are increasingly acknowledging
that this practice does not result in valid information, inferences, and decisions for all
students. This problem is particularly true for students in the margins, whose
characteristics and needs differ from what the public thinks of as the general population
of students. Increasingly, educators, educational leaders, and test developers are
seeking strategies, techniques, policies, and guidelines for assessing students for
whom standard assessment instruments do not function well. Whether used for highPage 3/9
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stakes decisions or classroom-based formative decisions, the most critical element of
any educational assessment is validity. Developing and administering assessment
instruments that provide valid measures and allow for valid inferences and decisions for
all groups of students presents a major challenge for today’s assessment programs.
Over the past few decades, several national policies have sparked research and
development efforts that aim to increase test validity for students in the margins. This
book explores recent developments and efforts in three important areas. The first
section focuses on strategies for improving test validity through the provision of test
accommodations. The second section focuses on alternate and modified assessments.
Federal policies now allow testing programs to develop and administer alternate
assessments for students who have not been exposed to grade-level content, and thus
are not expected to demonstrate proficiency on grade-level assessments. A separate
policy allows testing programs to develop modified assessments that will provided more
useful information about achievement for a small percentage of students who are
exposed to grade-level content but for whom the standard form of the grade-level test
does not provide a valid measure of achievement. These policies are complex and can
be confusing for educators who are not familiar with their details. The chapters in the
second section unpack these policies and explore the implications these policies have
for test design. The third and final section of the book examines how principles of
Universal Design can be applied to improve test validity for all students. Collectively,
this volume presents a comprehensive examination of the several issues that present
challenges for assessing the achievement of all students. While our understanding of
how to overcome these challenges continues to evolve, the lessons, strategies, and
avenues for future research explored in this book empower educators, test developers,
and testing programs with a deeper understanding of how we can improve
assessments for students in the margins.
This book is a comprehensive and practical guide for reconnecting with discouraged
students and reawakening their excitement and enthusiasm for learning. With proven
strategies from the classroom, Dr. Mendler identifies five effective processes you can
use to reawaken motivation in students who aren’t prepared, don’t care, and won’t
work. These processes include emphasizing effort, creating hope, respecting power,
building relationships, and expressing enthusiasm.
With the addition of a writing component to many high-stakes tests (e.g., college
admission tests and high school exit exams), a review of writing accommodations for
students with disabilities becomes critical. This paper reviews the accommodation
policies of 20 states with high school exit exams of writing and three testing
organizations that administer high-stakes tests that assess writing. In addition, this
paper reviews existing research on testing accommodations, specifically those that
focus on writing assessments. A section on assistive technologies for writing is also
included, because these technologies are becoming more widely used and are likely to
be requested as testing accommodations. Finally, recommendations for needed
research are provided. Examples of State Guidelines for a Scribe is appended.
(Contains 6 tables.).
Get the blueprint for building bridges that leave no learner behind! Aligned with the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and No Child Left Behind Act requirements,
this comprehensive guide empowers teachers and administrators with researchPage 4/9
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validated practices and interventions that can close the general-curriculum performance
gap and break down the barriers to academic success for middle and high school
students with disabilities. This insightful resource features: Practical planning advice,
teaching practices, and learning strategies for inclusive classrooms Methods for
designing instructional materials Tips for effectively leveraging technology Strategies for
transition beyond high school Real-life examples and illustrations
Everyone is in favor of "high education standards" and "fair testing" of student
achievement, but there is little agreement as to what these terms actually mean. High
Stakes looks at how testing affects critical decisions for American students. As more
and more tests are introduced into the country's schools, it becomes increasingly
important to know how those tests are usedâ€"and misusedâ€"in assessing children's
performance and achievements. High Stakes focuses on how testing is used in schools
to make decisions about tracking and placement, promotion and retention, and
awarding or withholding high school diplomas. This book sorts out the controversies
that emerge when a test score can open or close gates on a student's educational
pathway. The expert panel: Proposes how to judge the appropriateness of a test.
Explores how to make tests reliable, valid, and fair. Puts forward strategies and
practices to promote proper test use. Recommends how decisionmakers in education
shouldâ€"and should notâ€"use test results. The book discusses common misuses of
testing, their political and social context, what happens when test issues are taken to
court, special student populations, social promotion, and more. High Stakes will be of
interest to anyone concerned about the long-term implications for individual students of
picking up that Number 2 pencil: policymakers, education administrators, test
designers, teachers, and parents.
Many students with disabilities require testing accommodations in order to participate in
testing programs on an equal basis with their nondisabled peers. Such
accommodations provide students with the ability to demonstrate mastery of skills and
attainment of knowledge without being limited or unfairly restricted due to the effects of
a disability. This manual provides information and tools to assist Committees on Special
Education (CSEs) and Section 504 Multidisciplinary Teams (MDT) in making
appropriate decisions for determining needed testing accommodations for individual
students with disabilities. The manual also provides policy and guidelines for
documenting and implementing testing accommodations for classroom, district-wide
and New York State assessments. Appendices include: (1) Types of Testing
Accommodations and Questions to Consider; (2) Examples of Student Characteristics
and Possible Accommodations; and (3) Resources. (Contains 4 footnotes.).
Featuring updated strategies for fitting special education into frameworks created by
standards and assessments, this indispensable resource shows teachers how to
achieve expected results with all students.
Federal legislation mandates all students, including those with emotional and
behavioral disorders (E/BD), to participate in state assessments. For most students with
E/BD, testing accommodations are necessary for participating in large scale state
assessments. Yet years after the passage of the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act of 2004 and Title 1 of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, there is a dearth of
literature addressing testing accommodations used by students with E/BD on large
scale state assessments. To address this gap, this study examined the testing
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accommodations used by students with E/BD on standardized assessments in reading
and mathematics. The specific objectives of this study were to: (a) describe the
personal, academic and behavioral characteristics of the students with E/BD who would
most likely participate in state assessments, (b) identify the testing accommodations
provided to the students with E/BD on state assessments in reading and mathematics,
(c) explore the perceived functions of the testing accommodations for students with
E/BD with respect to teachers0?9 perceptions and decision-making about
accommodation use on state assessments, and (d) examine the differences in the
number of testing accommodation, if any, as a function of personal, academic and
behavioral characteristics of the students with E/BD. Data were collected in two phases.
During the first phase, mail surveys were used to gather data from a nationwide sample
of 290 elementary/middle school special education teachers. In the second phase of
the study, qualitative phone interviews were conducted with a subset of 30 respondents
to gather information about the decision making process used for recommending test
accommodations. Quantitative as well as qualitative methods were used to analyze the
data. The findings indicated that a majority of the students with E/BD who were most
likely to participate in state assessments were male, white, and required prescription
medicine to manage their emotional problems. Academically, reading and math skills of
nearly two thirds of the sample were one or more years below grade level. Behaviorally,
most of the students with E/BD in the sample exhibited externalized problem behaviors
of moderate to severe intensity. On state assessments in both reading and
mathematics, most students with E/BD received sets of accommodations. Testing
accommodations included scheduling, setting, and presentation categories which were
more often recommended than response and equipment/material categories. The five
of the most often used testing accommodations in both reading and mathematics were
extended time, small group testing, frequent breaks, read aloud directions, and
praise/encouragement to continue. Audio/video equipment and magnification
equipment were the least frequently used testing accommodations. On assessments in
both reading and mathematics, the number of testing accommodation varied as
function of student characteristics including ethnicity, diagnosis, primary educational
setting, reading ability, math ability, anticipated student performance, and the severity
of students0?9 behavioral problems. The strength of relationships between the
dependent and independent variables ranged from small to large, with the severity of
problem behaviors accounting for the largest variance. In this study, most teachers
perceived the functions of testing accommodations as social/ behavioral. Follow-up
interviews indicated the teachers0?9 decisions were often based on what the testing
accommodations would do for the student: (a) increase access to test materials, or (b)
optimize his/her performance during testing. In addition, teacher judgments outweighed
data based evidence during the decision making process for selecting testing
accommodations. The findings of this study have several implications for policy,
research and practice. One of the key implications is to design tests that reduce the
influence of negative emotional attributes such as test anxiety and frustration. Another
key implication of this study is the need for teachers to undergo training to equip them
with skills to not only select and monitor the effectiveness of the testing
accommodations, but also to help students with E/BD deal with stress and anxiety on
testing situations. A third implication of this study is the immediate need to develop
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research designs that evaluate the effectiveness of the sets of testing accommodations.
The study concludes by discussing the limitations and highlighting areas for the future
research on testing accommodations for students with E/BD.

"The purpose of this booklet is to: answer common questions that parents and
teachers of students with disabilities have about the types of tests all students
take in school; help parents and teachers better understand how tests can be
used to monitor an individual student's progress; help parents and teachers
better understand how test results can be used by educators to assure that
school programs produce desired results for all students"--Page 1.
The video defines assessment accommodation and suggests ways to use a
variety of accommodations.
Practitioners need reliable methods for accurately measuring the progress of all
K-12 students in district- and statewide assessments--including those students
who face obstacles to ordinary testing. This important book provides step-by-step
guidelines for choosing appropriate accommodations and alternative testing
practices for students with mild to severe disabilities as well as English language
learners. The authors also outline strategies, including universal design principles
for instruction and assessment, to ensure that students with diverse needs are
given access to the general education curriculum. Practical and user friendly, the
book includes up-to-date information on policy mandates, detailed case studies,
and reproducibles. The large-size format and lay-flat binding facilitate
photocopying. This book is in The Guilford Practical Intervention in the Schools
Series.
The participants included 62 students in the first year of the study, and 53
students in the second year. All participants had diagnosed hearing losses and
attended general education classes with support from teachers of the D/HH
and/or other support personnel.
Previous edition written by: James A. McLoughlin, Rena B. Lewis.
Integrating Timing Considerations to Improve Testing Practices synthesizes a
wealth of theory and research on time issues in assessment into actionable
advice for test development, administration, and scoring. One of the major
advantages of computer-based testing is the capability to passively record testtaking metadata—including how examinees use time and how time affects testing
outcomes. This has opened many questions for testing administrators. Is there a
trade-off between speed and accuracy in test taking? What considerations should
influence equitable decisions about extended-time accommodations? How can
test administrators use timing data to balance the costs and resulting validity of
tests administered at commercial testing centers? In this comprehensive volume,
experts in the field discuss the impact of timing considerations, constraints, and
policies on valid score interpretations; administrative accommodations, test
construction, and examinees’ experiences and behaviors; and how to implement
the findings into practice. These 12 chapters provide invaluable resources for
testing professionals to better understand the inextricable links between effective
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time allocation and the purposes of high-stakes testing.
Wrightslaw Special Education Legal Developments and Cases 2019 is designed to
make it easier for you to stay up-to-date on new cases and developments in special
education law.Learn about current and emerging issues in special education law,
including:* All decisions in IDEA and Section 504 ADA cases by U.S. Courts of Appeals
in 2019* How Courts of Appeals are interpreting the two 2017 decisions by the U.S.
Supreme Court* Cases about discrimination in a daycare center, private schools, higher
education, discrimination by licensing boards in national testing, damages, higher
standards for IEPs and "least restrictive environment"* Tutorial about how to find
relevant state and federal cases using your unique search terms
U.S. public schools are responsible for educating large numbers of English language
learners and students with disabilities. This book considers policies for including
students with disabilities and English language learners in assessment programs. It
also examines the research findings on testing accommodations and their effect on test
performance. Keeping Score for All discusses the comparability of statesâ€™ policies
with each other and with the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
policies and explores the impact of these differences on the interpretations of NAEP
results. The book presents a critical review of the research literature and makes
suggestions for future research to evaluate the validity of test scores obtained under
accommodated conditions. The book concludes by proposing a new framework for
conceptualizing accommodations. This framework would be useful both for
policymakers, test designers, and practitioners in determining appropriate
accommodations for specific assessments and for researchers in planning validity
studies.
State education departments and school districts face an important challenge in
implementing a new law that requires disadvantaged students to be held to the same
standards as other students. The new requirements come from provisions of the 1994
reauthorization of Title I, the largest federal effort in precollegiate education, which
provides aid to "level the field" for disadvantaged students. Testing, Teaching, and
Learning is written to help states and school districts comply with the new law, offering
guidance for designing and implementing assessment and accountability systems. This
book examines standards-based education reform and reviews the research on student
assessment, focusing on the needs of disadvantaged students covered by Title I. With
examples of states and districts that have track records in new systems, the committee
develops a practical "decision framework" for education officials. The book explores
how best to design assessment and accountability systems that support high levels of
student learning and to work toward continuous improvement. Testing, Teaching, and
Learning will be an important tool for all involved in educating disadvantaged
studentsâ€"state and local administrators and classroom teachers.
The 2020 AASA Decennial Study of the Superintendent is an extension of national
decennial studies of the American school superintendent that began in 1923. The
research was conducted in late 2019 and early 2020. The results are presented in
various ways throughout the study, ranging from aggregate findings to two and three
level crosstabs that disaggregate data by eight different enrollment categories. Just as
findings from previous decennial studies suggested, the various job-related happenings
of superintendents are not always homogeneous. They can be influenced by a
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multitude of factors such as district enrollment, demographic characteristics of the
superintendents, and characteristics of the students and communities they serve.
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