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In the late 1970s Ondaatje returned to his native island of Sri Lanka. As he
records his journey through the drug-like heat and intoxicating fragrances of that
"pendant off the ear of India, " Ondaatje simultaneously retraces the baroque
mythology of his Dutch-Ceylonese family. An inspired travel narrative and family
memoir by an exceptional writer.

Beautiful and wealthy Antoinette Cosway's passionate love for an English
aristocrat threatens to destroy her idyllic West Indian island existence and her
very life

The bestselling coming-of-age classic, acclaimed by critics, beloved by readers
of all ages, taught in schools and universities alike, and translated around the
world—from the winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for Achievement in
International Literature. The House on Mango Street is the remarkable story of
Esperanza Cordero, a young Latina girl growing up in Chicago, inventing for
herself who and what she will become. Told in a series of vignettes-sometimes
heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous-Sandra Cisneros' masterpiece is a
classic story of childhood and self-discovery. Few other books in our time have
touched so many readers.

Unlock the more straightforward side of The Metamorphosis with this concise and
insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of
The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka, a modernist short story which tells of a
mundane employee who wakes up one morning to discover that he has turned
into a giant insect overnight and how his relatives react to this metamorphosis.
The story continues to bemuse readers and has been turned into countless films,
stage performances and even an opera. Kafka did not gain much recognition for
his writing during his lifetime, and it was not until his friend published Kafka's
stories (against the author's wishes) after his death that the world discovered the
writer's talent. Find out everything you need to know about The Metamorphosis in
a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: « A
complete plot summary  Character studies * Key themes and symbols
Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in
print and digital format, our publications are designed to accompany you in your
reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding,
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time.
See the very best of literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
#1 NEW YORK TIMES, WALL STREET JOURNAL, AND BOSTON GLOBE
BESTSELLER ¢ One of the most acclaimed books of our time: an unforgettable
memoir about a young woman who, kept out of school, leaves her survivalist
family and goes on to earn a PhD from Cambridge University “Extraordinary . . .
an act of courage and self-invention.”—The New York Times NAMED ONE OF
THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK
REVIEW « ONE OF PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA’S FAVORITE BOOKS OF
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THE YEAR ¢ BILL GATES’'S HOLIDAY READING LIST * FINALIST: National
Book Critics Circle’s Award In Autobiography and John Leonard Prize For Best
First Book « PEN/Jean Stein Book Award ¢ Los Angeles Times Book Prize Born
to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara Westover was seventeen the first
time she set foot in a classroom. Her family was so isolated from mainstream
society that there was no one to ensure the children received an education, and
no one to intervene when one of Tara’s older brothers became violent. When
another brother got himself into college, Tara decided to try a new kind of life.
Her quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and across
continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge University. Only then would she wonder
if she’d traveled too far, if there was still a way home. “Beautiful and propulsive .

. . Despite the singularity of [Westover’s] childhood, the questions her book
poses are universal: How much of ourselves should we give to those we love?
And how much must we betray them to grow up?”—Vogue NAMED ONE OF THE
BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post « O: The Oprah
Magazine ¢ Time « NPR « Good Morning America ¢ San Francisco Chronicle
The Guardian « The Economist ¢ Financial Times « Newsday * New York Post ¢
theSkimm ¢ Refinery29 « Bloomberg « Self « Real Simple « Town & Country
Bustle « Paste * Publishers Weekly « Library Journal ¢ LibraryReads ¢ Book Riot

» Pamela Paul, KQED ¢ New York Public Library

Gogol is named after his father's favourite author. But growing up in an Indian
family in suburban America, the boy starts to hate his name and itches to cast it
off, along with the inherited values it represents. Gogol sets off on his own path
only to discover that the search for identity depends on much more than a name.
For Griffin, all paths, all memories, converge at Cape Cod. The Cape is where he
took his childhood summer vacations, where he and his wife, Joy, honeymooned,
where they decided he’d leave his LA screenwriting job to become a college
professor, and where they celebrated the marriage of their daughter Laura’s best
friend. But when their beloved Laura’s wedding takes place a year later, Griffin is
caught between chauffeuring his mother’s and father’s ashes in two urns and
contending with Joy and her large, unruly family. Both he and she have also
brought dates along. How in the world could this have happened? By turns
hilarious, rueful, and uplifting, That Old Cape Magic is a profoundly involving
novel about marriage, family, and all the other ties that bind.

A searing novel of social realism, Upton Sinclair's The Jungle follows the fortunes
of Jurgis Rudkus, an immigrant who finds in the stockyards of turn-of-the-century
Chicago a ruthless system that degrades and impoverishes him, and an industry
whose filthy practices contaminate the meat it processes. From the stench of the
killing-beds to the horrors of the fertilizer-works, the appalling conditions in which
Jurgis works are described in intense detail by an author bent on social reform.
So powerful was the book's message that it caught the eye of President
Theodore Roosevelt and led to changes to the food hygiene laws. In his

Introduction to this new edition, Russ Castronovo highlights the aesthetic
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concerns that were central to Sinclair's aspirations, examining the relationship
between history and historical fiction, and between the documentary impulse and
literary narrative. As he examines the book's disputed status as novel (it is
propaganda or literature?), he reveals why Sinclair's message-driven fiction has
relevance to literary and historical matters today, now more than a hundred years

after the novel first appeared in print.

The relatives come to visit from Virginia and everyone has a wonderful time.

Examines the life and works of Kurt Vonnegut including detailed synopses of a variety of his
works, character descriptions, important places Vonnegut lived and wrote about, biographies of
family, friends, and contemporaries, and more.

A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF THE YEAR A GOOD MORNING AMERICA
BOOK CLUB PICK Named a Best Book of the Year by The New York Times, The Washington
Post, TIME, NPR, Entertainment Weekly, Vanity Fair, O, the Oprah Magazine, Esquire, Marie
Claire, Harper's Bazaar, Good Housekeeping, Refinery29, Real Simple, Kirkus Reviews,
Electric Literature, and Lit Hub “A masterpiece.” —NPR “No other novel this year captures so
gracefully the full palette of America.” —The Washington Post “Wryly funny, gently
devastating.” —Entertainment Weekly A funny and profound story about family in all its strange
forms, joyful and hard-won vulnerability, becoming who you're supposed to be, and the limits of
love. Benson and Mike are two young guys who live together in Houston. Mike is a Japanese
American chef at a Mexican restaurant and Benson's a Black day care teacher, and they've
been together for a few years—good years—but now they're not sure why they're still a couple.
There's the sex, sure, and the meals Mike cooks for Benson, and, well, they love each other.
But when Mike finds out his estranged father is dying in Osaka just as his acerbic Japanese
mother, Mitsuko, arrives in Texas for a visit, Mike picks up and flies across the world to say
goodbye. In Japan he undergoes an extraordinary transformation, discovering the truth about
his family and his past. Back home, Mitsuko and Benson are stuck living together as
unconventional roommates, an absurd domestic situation that ends up meaning more to each
of them than they ever could have predicted. Without Mike's immediate pull, Benson begins to
push outwards, realizing he might just know what he wants out of life and have the goods to
get it. Both men will change in ways that will either make them stronger together, or fracture
everything they've ever known. And just maybe they'll all be okay in the end.

O, The Oprah Magazine's 20 Best Titles of the Year Time Magazine's 100 Books to Read in
2020 Financial Times' Best Books of 2020 Esquire's Best Books of 2020 New York Times
Editors' Choice Lit Hub's Best Books of 2020 Bustle's Best Short Story Collections of 2020
Electric Literature's Favorite Short Story Collections of 2020 Library Journal's Best Short
Stories of 2020 “Superb. . . . Krauss’s depictions of the nuances of sex and love, intimacy and
dependence, call to mind the work of Natalia Ginzburg in their psychological profundity, their
intellectual rigor. . . . Krauss’s stories capture characters at moments in their lives when

they’re hungry for experience and open to possibilities, and that openness extends to the
stories themselves: narratives too urgent and alive for neat plotlines, simplistic resolutions or
easy answers.” —Molly Antopol, New York Times Book Review “From a contemporary master,
an astounding collection of ten globetrotting stories, each one a powerful dissection of the
thorny connections between men and women. . . . Each story is masterfully crafted and deeply
contemplative, barreling toward a shimmering, inevitable conclusion, proving once again that
Krauss is one of our most formidable talents in fiction.” —Esquire In one of her strongest works
of fiction yet, Nicole Krauss plunges fearlessly into the struggle to understand what it is to be a
man and what it is to be a woman, and the arising tensions that have existed from the very
beginning of time. Set in our contemporary moment, and moving across the globe from

Switzerland, Japan, and New York City to Tel Aviv, Los Angeles, and South America, the
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stories in To Be a Man feature male characters as fathers, lovers, friends, children, seducers,
and even a lost husband who may never have been a husband at all. The way these stories
mirror one other and resonate is beautiful, with a balance so finely tuned that the book almost
feels like a novel. Echoes ring through stages of life: aging parents and new-born babies;
young women’s coming of age and the newfound, somewhat bewildering sexual power that
accompanies it; generational gaps and unexpected deliveries of strange new leases on life;
mystery and wonder at a life lived or a future waiting to unfold. To Be a Man illuminates with a
fierce, unwavering light the forces driving human existence: sex, power, violence, passion, self-
discovery, growing older. Profound, poignant, and brilliant, Krauss’s stories are at once
startling and deeply moving, but always revealing of all-too-human weakness and strength.

A warm, funny and acutely perceptive debut novel about four adult siblings and the fate of the
shared inheritance that has shaped their choices and their lives. Every family has its problems.
But even among the most troubled, the Plumb family stands out as spectacularly dysfunctional.
Years of simmering tensions finally reach a breaking point on an unseasonably cold afternoon
in New York City as Melody, Beatrice, and Jack Plumb gather to confront their charismatic and
reckless older brother, Leo, freshly released from rehab. Months earlier, an inebriated Leo got
behind the wheel of a car with a nineteen-year-old waitress as his passenger. The ensuing
accident has endangered the Plumbs' joint trust fund, “The Nest,” which they are months
away from finally receiving. Meant by their deceased father to be a modest mid-life
supplement, the Plumb siblings have watched The Nest’s value soar along with the stock
market and have been counting on the money to solve a number of self-inflicted problems.
Melody, a wife and mother in an upscale suburb, has an unwieldy mortgage and looming
college tuition for her twin teenage daughters. Jack, an antiques dealer, has secretly borrowed
against the beach cottage he shares with his husband, Walker, to keep his store open. And
Bea, a once-promising short-story writer, just can’t seem to finish her overdue novel. Can Leo
rescue his siblings and, by extension, the people they love? Or will everyone need to
reimagine the futures they’ve envisioned? Brought together as never before, Leo, Melody,
Jack, and Beatrice must grapple with old resentments, present-day truths, and the significant
emotional and financial toll of the accident, as well as finally acknowledge the choices they
have made in their own lives. This is a story about the power of family, the possibilities of
friendship, the ways we depend upon one another and the ways we let one another down. In
this tender, entertaining, and deftly written debut, Cynthia D'Aprix Sweeney brings a
remarkable cast of characters to life to illuminate what money does to relationships, what
happens to our ambitions over the course of time, and the fraught yet unbreakable ties we
share with those we love.

INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER « WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE « PEN/HEMINGWAY
AWARD WINNER. With a new foreword by Domenico Starnone, this stunning debut collection
flawlessly charts the emotional journeys of characters seeking love beyond the barriers of
nations and generations. With accomplished precision and gentle eloquence, Jhumpa Lahiri
traces the crosscurrents set in motion when immigrants, expatriates, and their children arrive,
quite literally, at a cultural divide. A blackout forces a young Indian American couple to make
confessions that unravel their tattered domestic peace. An Indian American girl recognizes her
cultural identity during a Halloween celebration while the Pakastani civil war rages on television
in the background. A latchkey kid with a single working mother finds affinity with a woman from
Calcutta. In the title story, an interpreter guides an American family through the India of their
ancestors and hears an astonishing confession. Imbued with the sensual details of Indian
culture, these stories speak with passion and wisdom to everyone who has ever felt like a
foreigner. Like the interpreter of the title story, Lahiri translates between the strict traditions of
her ancestors and a baffling new world.

William Faulkner [RL 8 IL 7-12] An aristocratic Southern woman hides a macabre secret.
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Themes: lost love; secret passions. 36 pages. Tale Blazers.

From the beloved and award-winning author Junot Diaz, a spellbinding saga of a family’s
journey through the New World. A coming-of-age story of unparalleled power, Drown
introduced the world to Junot Diaz's exhilarating talents. It also introduced an unforgettable
narrator— Yunior, the haunted, brilliant young man who tracks his family’s precarious journey
from the barrios of Santo Domingo to the tenements of industrial New Jersey, and their epic
passage from hope to loss to something like love. Here is the soulful, unsparing book that
made Diaz a literary sensation.

Lilly, the main character of Camilla Gibb’s stunning new novel, has anything but a
stable childhood. The daughter of English/Irish hippies, she was “born in Yugoslavia,
breast-fed in the Ukraine, weaned in Corsica, freed from nappies in Sicily and walking
by the time [they] got to the Algarve...” The family’'s nomadic adventure ends in Tangier
when Lilly’s parents are killed in a drug deal gone awry. Orphaned at eight, Lilly is left
in the care of a Sufi sheikh, who shows her the way of Islam through the Qur'an. When
political turmoil erupts, Lilly, now sixteen, is sent to the ancient walled city of Harar,
Ethiopia, where she stays in a dirt-floored compound with an impoverished widow
named Nouria and her four children. In Harar, Lilly earns her keep by helping with the
household chores and teaching local children the Qur’an. Ignoring the cries of “fareniji”
(foreigner), she slowly begins to put down roots, learning the language and immersing
herself in a culture rich in customs and rituals and lush with glittering bright
headscarves, the chorus of muezzins and the scent of incense and coffee. She is
drawn to an idealistic half-Sudanese doctor named Aziz, and the two begin to meet
every Saturday at a social gathering. As they stay behind to talk, Lilly finds her faith
tested for the first time in her life: “The desire to remain in his company overwhelmed
common sense; | would pick up my good Muslim self on the way home.” Just as their
love begins to blossom, they are wrenched apart when the aging emperor Haile
Selassie is deposed by the brutal Dergue regime. Lilly seeks exile in London, while Aziz
stays to pursue his revolutionary passions. In London, Lilly’s life as a white Muslim is
no less complicated. A hospital staff nurse, she befriends a refugee from Ethiopia
named Amina, whose daughter she helped to deliver in a back alley. The two women
set up a community association to re-unite refugees with lost family members. Their
work, however, isn’t entirely altruistic. Both women are looking for someone: Amina,
her husband, Yusuf, and Lilly, Aziz, who remains firmly, painfully, implanted in her
heart. The first-person narrative alternates seamlessly between England (1981-91) and
Ethiopia (1970-74), weaving a rich tapestry of one woman’s quest to maintain faith and
love through revolution, upheaval and the alienation of life in exile. Sweetness in the
Belly was universally praised for the tremendous empathy that Gibb brings to an
ambitious story. Kirkus Reviews writes that the novel "reflect(s) the pain, cultural
relocation and uncertainty of tribal, political and religious refugees the world over.
Gibb's territory is urgently modern and controversial but she enters it softly, with grace,
integrity and a lovely compassionate story. [It is a] poem to belief and to the
displaced—humane, resonant, original, impressive." According to the Literary Review of
Canada, Sweetness in the Belly is “...a novel that is culturally sensitive, consummately
researched and deeply compassionate...richly imagined, full of sensuous detail and
arresting imagery...Gibb has smuggled Western readers into the centre of lives they
might never otherwise come into contact with, let alone understand.”

Rabindranath Tagore’s Short Stories, Kshudito Pashan, Kabuliwala and Jibito O.Mrito,
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have been translated thrice in a span of around one hundred years from the original
Bengali into English. Various authors have translated each of the stories in the pre-
independence and post-independence era. Some of the translations remarkably vary
from the original Bengali. This is a comparative study of it.
Presents the text of Alice Walker's story "Everyday Use"; contains background essays
that provide insight into the story; and features a selection of critical response. Includes
a chronology and an interview with the author.
Miniature people who live in an old country house by borrowing things from the humans
are forced to emigrate from their home under the clock.
Considered one of the most influential novels in American fiction in structure, style, and
drama, 'As | Lay Dying' is a true 20th-century classic. The story revolves around a grim
yet darkly humorous pilgrimage, as Addie Bundren's family sets out to fulfill her last
wish-to be buried in her native Jefferson, Mississippi, far from the miserable backwater
surroundings of her married life. Narrated in turn by each of the family members-
including Addie herself-as well as others the novel ranges in mood, from dark comedy
to the deepest pathos.
Raymond Carver’s third collection of stories, a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize, including
the canonical titular story about blindness and learning to enter the very different world
of another. These twelve stories mark a turning point in Carver’s work and “overflow
with the danger, excitement, mystery and possibility of life. . . . Carver is a writer of
astonishing compassion and honesty. . . . his eye set only on describing and revealing
the world as he sees it. His eye is so clear, it almost breaks your heart” (Jonathan
Yardley, Washington Post Book World).
A special 75th anniversary edition of Richard Wright's powerful and unforgettable
memoir, with a new foreword by John Edgar Wideman and an afterword by Malcolm
Wright, the author’s grandson. When it exploded onto the literary scene in 1945, Black
Boy was both praised and condemned. Orville Prescott of the New York Times wrote
that “if enough such books are written, if enough millions of people read them maybe,
someday, in the fullness of time, there will be a greater understanding and a more true
democracy.” Yet from 1975 to 1978, Black Boy was banned in schools throughout the
United States for “obscenity” and “instigating hatred between the races.” Wright's
once controversial, now celebrated autobiography measures the raw brutality of the Jim
Crow South against the sheer desperate will it took to survive as a Black boy. Enduring
poverty, hunger, fear, abuse, and hatred while growing up in the woods of Mississippi,
Wright lied, stole, and raged at those around him—uwhites indifferent, pitying, or cruel
and Blacks resentful of anyone trying to rise above their circumstances. Desperate for a
different way of life, he may his way north, eventually arriving in Chicago, where he
forged a new path and began his career as a writer. At the end of Black Boy, Wright sits
poised with pencil in hand, determined to “hurl words into this darkness and wait for an
echo.” Seventy-five year later, his words continue to reverberate. “To read Black Boy is
to stare into the heart of darkness,” John Edgar Wideman writes in his foreword. “Not
the dark heart Conrad searched for in Congo jungles but the beating heart | bear.” One
of the great American memoirs, Wright's account is a poignant record of struggle and
endurance—a seminal literary work that illuminates our own time.
The world's most comprehensive, well documented and well illustrated book on this
subject. With extensive subject and geographical index. 363 photographs and
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illustrations - many in color. Free of charge in digital PDF format.

Philip has a new life in New York but is returned to the petty meddling of his family when his
two spinster sisters call upon him to help them ruin their eighty-one-year-old father's wedding
plans

This collection of short stories takes you to many exciting places the author has lived in and
traveled; it exposes you to the struggles and losses of individuals that have escaped from
authoritarian regimes, such as Cuba and the Soviet Union, to find freedom in the United States
of America. It reaches from betrayal and narcissism -- and the damage done to others -- to the
charming innocence of a child asking to be told a story and the reminiscing of an old man who
tells his Japanese friend how progress distorted his life’s memories. There are unexpected
twists to many of these stories, not to forget a subtle sense of humor, that both intrigue and
touch the heart.

INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A GOOD MORNING AMERICA COVER TO
COVER BOOK CLUB PICK “Rich, dark, and intricately twisted, this enthralling whodunit mixes
family saga with domestic noir to brilliantly chilling effect.” —Ruth Ware, New York Times
bestselling author “A haunting, atmospheric, stay-up-way-too-late read.” —Megan Miranda,
New York Times bestselling author From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Then
She Was Gone comes another page-turning look inside one family’s past as buried secrets
threaten to come to light. Be careful who you let in. Soon after her twenty-fifth birthday, Libby
Jones returns home from work to find the letter she’s been waiting for her entire life. She rips it
open with one driving thought: | am finally going to know who | am. She soon learns not only
the identity of her birth parents, but also that she is the sole inheritor of their abandoned
mansion on the banks of the Thames in London’s fashionable Chelsea neighborhood, worth
millions. Everything in Libby’s life is about to change. But what she can’t possibly know is that
others have been waiting for this day as well—and she is on a collision course to meet them.
Twenty-five years ago, police were called to 16 Cheyne Walk with reports of a baby crying.
When they arrived, they found a healthy ten-month-old happily cooing in her crib in the
bedroom. Downstairs in the kitchen lay three dead bodies, all dressed in black, next to a hastily
scrawled note. And the four other children reported to live at Cheyne Walk were gone. In The
Family Upstairs, the master of “bone-chilling suspense” (People) brings us the can’t-look-
away story of three entangled families living in a house with the darkest of secrets.

A reminiscence of a Christmas shared by a seven-year-old boy and a sixtyish childlike woman,
with enormous love and friendship between them.

The story of one African-American family fighting to stay together and strong in the face of
brutal racist attacks, illness, poverty, and betrayal in the Deep South of the 1930s.

Gerald Durrell's My Family and Other Animalsis a charming and comic autobiographical novel.
Fleeing the gloomy British climate, the Durrell clan move to Corfu carrying the bare essentials
of life- acne cures for Margo; revolvers for Leslie; books for Larry and a jam jar full of
caterpillars for Gerry. Recounted with warmth and humour, it is a heart-warming portrait of an
eccentric family surrounded by a wonderful cast of friends and fauna.

A young boy spends his tenth summer on his aunt and uncle’s farm, where he is constantly
involved in crazy escapades with his cousin Harris. “On the Larson farm, readers will
experience hearts as large as farmers’ appetites, humor as broad as the country landscape
and adventures as wild as boyhood imaginations. All this adds up to a hearty helping of old-
fashioned, rip-roaring entertainment.”--Publishers Weekly

The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett from Coterie Classics All Coterie Classics
have been formatted for ereaders and devices and include a bonus link to the free audio book.
“Where you tend a rose my lad, a thistle cannot grow.” ? Frances Hodgson Burnett, The
Secret Garden The Secret Garden is a classic children’s novel about a little girl who goes to

live with her uncle and discovers a great secret.
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National bestseller 2017 National Book Critics Circle (NBCC) Finalist ABA Indies
Introduce Winter / Spring 2017 Selection Barnes & Noble Discover Great New Writers
Spring 2017 Selection ALA 2018 Notable Books Selection An intimate and poignant
graphic novel portraying one family’s journey from war-torn Vietnam, from debut author
Thi Bui. This beautifully illustrated and emotional story is an evocative memoir about
the search for a better future and a longing for the past. Exploring the anguish of
immigration and the lasting effects that displacement has on a child and her family, Bui
documents the story of her family’s daring escape after the fall of South Vietham in the
1970s, and the difficulties they faced building new lives for themselves. At the heart of
Bui’'s story is a universal struggle: While adjusting to life as a first-time mother, she
ultimately discovers what it means to be a parent—the endless sacrifices, the unnoticed
gestures, and the depths of unspoken love. Despite how impossible it seems to take on
the simultaneous roles of both parent and child, Bui pushes through. With haunting,
poetic writing and breathtaking art, she examines the strength of family, the importance
of identity, and the meaning of home. In what Pulitzer Prize—winning novelist Viet Thanh
Nguyen calls “a book to break your heart and heal it,” The Best We Could Do brings to
life Thi Bui’s journey of understanding, and provides inspiration to all of those who
search for a better future while longing for a simpler past.
Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best nonfiction books of all time From
the Modern Library’s new set of beautifully repackaged hardcover classics by Truman
Capote—also available are Breakfast at Tiffany’s and Other Voices, Other Rooms (in
one volume), Portraits and Observations, and The Complete Stories Truman Capote’s
masterpiece, In Cold Blood, created a sensation when it was first published, serially, in
The New Yorker in 1965. The intensively researched, atmospheric narrative of the lives
of the Clutter family of Holcomb, Kansas, and of the two men, Richard Eugene Hickock
and Perry Edward Smith, who brutally killed them on the night of November 15, 1959, is
the seminal work of the “new journalism.” Perry Smith is one of the great dark
characters of American literature, full of contradictory emotions. “I thought he was a
very nice gentleman,” he says of Herb Clutter. “Soft-spoken. | thought so right up to
the moment | cut his throat.” Told in chapters that alternate between the Clutter
household and the approach of Smith and Hickock in their black Chevrolet, then
between the investigation of the case and the killers’ flight, Capote’s account is so
detailed that the reader comes to feel almost like a participant in the events.
A sweeping portrait of the turmoil of the twentieth century and the legacy of
immigration, as seen through the German-American family of the celebrated book
publisher Kurt Wolff A literary gem researched over a year the author spent living in
Berlin, Endpapers excavates the extraordinary histories of the author’s grandfather and
father: the renowned publisher Kurt Wolff, dubbed “perhaps the twentieth century’s
most discriminating publisher” by the New York Times Book Review, and his son Niko,
who fought in the Wehrmacht during World War Il before coming to America. Kurt Wolff
was born in Bonn into a highly cultured German-Jewish family, whose ancestors
included converts to Christianity, among them Baron Moritz von Haber, whose desire to
demand satisfaction in a duel sparked off bloody antisemitic riots. Always bookish, Kurt
became a publisher at twenty-three, setting up his own firm and publishing Franz Kafka,
Joseph Roth, Karl Kraus, and many other authors whose books would soon be burned
by the Nazis. Fleeing Germany in 1933, a day after the Reichstag fire, Kurt and his
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second wife, Helen, sought refuge in France, Italy, and ultimately New York, where in a
small Greenwich Village apartment they founded Pantheon Books. Pantheon would
soon take its own place in literary history with the publication of Nobel laureate Boris
Pasternak’s novel Doctor Zhivago, and as the conduit that brought major European
works to the States. But Kurt’s taciturn son Niko, offspring of his first marriage to
Elisabeth Merck, was left behind in Germany, where despite his Jewish heritage he
served the Nazis on two fronts. As Alexander Wolff visits dusty archives and meets
distant relatives, he discovers secrets that never made it to the land of fresh starts,
including the connection between Hitler and the family pharmaceutical firm E. Merck,
and the story of a half-brother Niko never knew. With surprising revelations from never-
before-published family letters, diaries, and photographs, Endpapers is a moving and
intimate family story, weaving a literary tapestry of the perils, triumphs, and secrets of
history and exile.
Read the story that has inspired millions The desert, | remember. The shrieking hyenas,
| remember....I remember playing soccer with rocks, and a strange man telling me and
my brother Tewolde that we had to go on a trip and Tewolde refusing to go. The man
took out a piece of gum and Tewolde happily traded it for his homeland.... So begins
the remarkable true story of a young boy's journey from civil war in east Africa to a
refugee camp in Sudan, to a childhood on welfare in an affluent American suburb, and
eventually to a full-tuition scholarship at Harvard University. Following his father's
advice to "treat all people-even the most unsightly beetles-as though they were angels
sent from heaven," Mawi overcomes the challenges of language barriers, cultural
differences, racial prejudice, and financial disadvantage to build a fulfilling, successful
life for himself in his new home. Of Beetles and Angels is at once a harrowing survival
story and a compelling examination of the refugee experience. With hundreds of
thousands of copies sold since its initial publication, the unforgettable memoir continues
to touch and inspire readers. This special fifteenth anniversary edition features bonus
materials, including a new introduction and afterword by the author. *please note the
updated anniversary edition will be released in June. Orders placed before that edition
is available will receive the current paperback*
Before there was Lois Lowry’s The Giver or M. T. Anderson’s Feed, there was Robert
Cormier’s | Am the Cheese, a subversive classic that broke new ground for YA
literature. A boy’s search for his father becomes a desperate journey to unlock a secret
past. But the past must not be remembered if the boy is to survive. As he searches for
the truth that hovers at the edge of his mind, the boy—and readers—arrive at a shattering
conclusion. “An absorbing, even brilliant job. The book is assembled in mosaic fashion:
a tiny chip here, a chip there. . . . Everything is related to something else; everything
builds and builds to a fearsome climax. . . . [Cormier] has the knack of making horror
out of the ordinary, as the masters of suspense know how to do.”—The New York Times
Book Review “A horrifying tale of government corruption, espionage, and counter
espionage told by an innocent young victim. . . . The buildup of suspense is
terrific."—School Library Journal, starred review An ALA Notable Children’s Book A
School Library Journal Best Book of the Year A Horn Book Fanfare A Library of
Congress Children’s Book of the Year A Colorado Blue Spruce Young Adult Book
Award Nominee
From the renowned author of Sweetness in the Belly, The Beauty of Humanity
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Movement and This Is Happy, comes a bold, urgent and richly imagined novel about
what it means to be a family in our modern world. Lila is on a long, painful journey
toward motherhood. Tess and Emily are reeling after their ugly separation and fighting
over ownership of the embryos that were supposed to grow their family together. And
thousands of miles away, the unknown man who served as anonymous donor to them
all is being held in captivity in Somalia. While his life remains in precarious balance, his
genetic material is a source of both creation and conflict. What does it mean to be a
family in our rapidly shifting world? What are our responsibilities to each other with
increasing options for how to create a family? As these characters grapple with life-
altering changes, they will find themselves interconnected in ways they cannot have
imagined, and forced to redefine what family means to them.
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