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Suez Britains End Of Empire In The Middle East
Draws on hundreds of newly declassified documents to present an account of the Suez crisis that reveals the considerable danger
it posed as well as the influence of the 34th president's illness and the 1956 election campaign. By the author of A Matter of
Justice. 35,000 first printing.
Covers the history of the British Empire from 1600 to the present day, and its transition from ruler of half the world to its current
status of isolated, economically fragile island.
This book, based on recently declassified documents in Britain and the USA, is the first detailed account of Britain's East of Suez
decision, which was taken by the Harold Wilson Government in 1967-68. Contrary to received opinion, the author argues that the
decision was not taken hastily as a result of the November 1967 devaluation. Nor is there any hard evidence to support the notion
that there existed a 'Pound-Defence' deal with the USA. Despite Washington's pressure to maintain Britain's East of Suez role, the
decision was taken by the Labour Government on the basis of a long-term effort to re-examine Britain's world role since 1959, and
it marked the end of an era for postwar Britain.
This major retelling of the Suez Crisis of 1956—one of the most important events in the history of US policy in the Middle
East—shows how President Eisenhower came to realize that Israel, not Egypt, is America’s strongest regional ally. In 1956
President Nasser of Egypt moved to take possession of the Suez Canal, thereby bringing the Middle East to the brink of war. The
British and the French, who operated the canal, joined with Israel in a plan to retake it by force. Despite the special relationship
between England and America, Dwight Eisenhower intervened to stop the invasion. In Ike’s Gamble, Michael Doran shows how
Nasser played the US, invoking America’s opposition to European colonialism to drive a wedge between Eisenhower and two
British Prime Ministers, Winston Churchill and Anthony Eden. Meanwhile, in his quest to make himself the strongman of the Arab
world, Nasser was making weapons deals with the USSR and destabilizing other Arab countries that the US had been courting.
The Suez Crisis was his crowning triumph. In time, Eisenhower would conclude that Nasser had duped him, that the Arab
countries were too fractious to anchor America’s interests in the Middle East, and that the US should turn instead to Israel.
Affording deep insight into Eisenhower and his foreign policy, this fascinating and provocative history provides a rich new
understanding of how the US became the power broker in the Middle East.
This title includes a new Foreword by WM. Roger Louis. On 26 July 1956, the British Empire received a blow from which it would
never recover. On this day, Egypt's President Gamal Abdul Nasser nationalized the Suez Canal Company, one of the gems of
Britain's imperial portfolio. It was to be a fateful day for Britain as a world power. Britain, France and Israel subsequently colluded
in attacking Egypt, ostensibly - in the case of Britain and France - to protect the Suez Canal but in reality in an attempt to depose
Nasser. The US opposition to this scheme forced an ignominious withdrawal, leaving Nasser triumphant and marking a decisive
end to Britain's imperial era. In this, the seminal work on the Suez Crisis, Keith Kyle draws on a wealth of documentary evidence to
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tell this fascinating political, military and diplomatic story. Including new introductory material, this revised edition of a classic work
will be essential reading for anyone interested in the history of the twentieth century, military history and the end of empire.
In the 1930s, British colonial officials introduced drama performances, broadcasting services, and publication bureaus into Africa
under the rubric of colonial development. They used theater, radio, and mass-produced books to spread British values and the
English language across the continent. This project proved remarkably resilient: well after the end of Britain’s imperial rule, many
of its cultural institutions remained in place. Through the 1960s and 1970s, African audiences continued to attend Shakespeare
performances and listen to the BBC, while African governments adopted English-language textbooks produced by metropolitan
publishing houses. Imperial Encore traces British drama, broadcasting, and publishing in Africa between the 1930s and the
1980s—the half century spanning the end of British colonial rule and the outset of African national rule. Caroline Ritter shows how
three major cultural institutions—the British Council, the BBC, and Oxford University Press—integrated their work with British
imperial aims, and continued this project well after the end of formal British rule. Tracing these institutions and the media they
produced through the tumultuous period of decolonization and its aftermath, Ritter offers the first account of the global footprint of
British cultural imperialism.
After 1945, Britain maintained a great chain of overseas military outposts stretching from the Suez Canal to Singapore. Commonly
termed the `east of Suez' role, this chain had long been thought to be crucial for the country's security and its vitality. Nonetheless,
British leaders eventually decided to abandon this network of bases. This study provides the most comprehensive explanation of
this pivotal decision to date, while also offering insight into the processes of foreign policy change and the decline of great powers.
A magisterial and profoundly perceptive survey of Britain's post-war role on the global stage, from Suez to Brexit. 'Admirably lucid
and measured, as well as studded with sharp pen portraits of the key players, Britain Alone gives us the fullest long-run political
and diplomatic narrative yet of Britain's fateful, tragi-comic road to Brexit.' DAVID KYNASTON 'Philip Stephens has produced that
rare thing - an instant classic. Britain Alone is the codebook we need to unravel the six and a half decades between Suez and
Brexit, and Stephens is a master of historical codebreaking.' PETER HENNESSY How might we celebrate Britain's undoubted
strengths while accepting that we have slipped from the top table? How can we act as a great nation while no longer pretending to
be a great power? How might we be European and global? In 1962 the American statesman Dean Acheson famously charged that
Britain had lost an empire and failed to find a new role. Nearly sixty years later the rebuke rings true again. Britain's postwar
search for its place in the world has vexed prime ministers and government since the nation's great victory in 1945: the cost of
winning the war was giving up the empire. After the humiliation of Anthony Eden's Suez expedition, Britain seemed for a time to
have found an answer. Clinging to its self-image as a great island nation, it would serve as America's best friend while
acknowledging its geography by signing up to membership of the European Union. Never a comfortable balancing act, for forty
years it appeared to work. In 2016 David Cameron called the Brexit referendum and blew it up. Award-winning journalist Philip
Stephens paints a fascinating portrait of a nation struggling to reconcile its waning power with past glory. Drawing on decades of
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personal contact and interviews with senior politicians and diplomats in Britain, the United States and across the capitals of
Europe, Britain Alone is a vivid account of a proud nation struggling to admit it is no longer a great power. It is an indispensable
guide to how we arrived at the state we are in. 'Compelling, informative and readable . . . offers much-needed substance.'
FINANCIAL TIMES 'Fascinating.' IRISH TIMES 'Commanding.' SCOTSMAN 'A magnificent, exhilarating book, laying bare the
contradictions, misunderstandings and delusions that led Britain first to build a bridge across the Channel and then bulldoze it . . .
The book is much more than Brexit.' PROSPECT

Keith Kyle was 'the epitome of the intellectual journalist' and the foremost historian of the Suez War. This autobiography
takes the reader on a journey through the political history of the later 20th century, to the heart of world-shaking
international crises.
A fast-paced short history that moves between London, Washington, and Cairo to reveal the crisis that brought down a
prime minister. Includes photos, a timeline, and a special afterword examining the parallels with the 2003 Iraq war In
1956, Egyptian president Gamal Abdul Nasser nationalized the Suez Canal, ending nearly a century of British and
French control over the crucial waterway. Ignoring U.S. diplomatic efforts and fears of a looming Cold War conflict, British
Prime Minister Anthony Eden misled Parliament and the press to take Britain to war alongside France and Israel. In
response to a secretly planned Israeli attack in the Sinai, France and Britain intervened as “peacemakers.” The invasion
of Egypt was supposed to restore British and French control of the canal and reaffirm Britain’s flagging prestige. Instead,
the operation spectacularly backfired, setting Britain and the United States on a collision course that would change the
balance of power in the Middle East. The combined air, sea, and land battle witnessed the first helicopter-borne
deployment of assault troops and the last large-scale parachute drop into a conflict zone by British forces. French and
British soldiers fought together against the Soviet-equipped Egyptian military in a short campaign that cost the lives of
thousands of soldiers—along with innocent civilians. This book, by a prominent historian specializing in the Middle East,
tells the story.
Although shattered by war, in 1945 Britain and France still controlled the world's two largest colonial empires, with
imperial territories stretched over four continents. And they appeared determined to keep them: the roll-call of British and
French politicians, soldiers, settlers and writers who promised in word and print at this time to defend their colonial
possessions at all costs is a long one. Yet, within twenty years both empires had almost completely disappeared. The
collapse was cataclysmic. Peaceable 'transfers of power' were eclipsed by episodes of territorial partition and mass
violence whose bitter aftermath still lingers. Hundreds of millions across four continents were caught up in the biggest
reconfiguration of the international system ever seen. In the meantime, even the most dogged imperialists, who had once
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stiffly defended imperial rule, ultimately bent to the wind of change. By the early 1950s Winston Churchill had retreated
from his wartime pledge to keep Britain's Empire intact. And General de Gaulle, who quit the French presidency in 1946
complaining that France's new post-war democracy would never hang on to the country's imperial prizes, narrowly
escaped assassination a generation later - after negotiating the humiliating French withdrawal from Algeria. Fight or
Flight is the first ever comparative account of this dramatic collapse, explaining the end of the British and French colonial
empires as an intertwined, even co-dependent process. Decolonization gathered momentum, not as an empire-specific
affair, but as a global one, in which the wider march of twentieth-century history played a vital part: industrial
concentration and global depression, World War and Cold War, Communism and other anti-colonial ideologies, mass
consumerism and the allure of American popular culture. Above all, as Martin Thomas shows, the internationalization of
colonial affairs made it impossible to contain colonial problems locally, spelling the end for Europe's two largest colonial
empires in less than two decades from the end of the Second World War.
In 1956 the Suez Crisis finally shattered the old myths of the British Empire and paved the way for the tumultuous
changes of the decades to come. In NEVER HAD IT SO GOOD, Dominic Sandbrook takes a fresh look at the dramatic
story of affluence and decline between 1956 and 1963. Arguing that historians have until now been besotted by the
supposed cultural revolution of the Sixties, Sandbrook re-examines the myths of this controversial period and paints a
more complicated picture of a society caught between conservatism and change. He explores the growth of a modern
consumer society, the impact of immigration, the invention of modern pop music and the British retreat from empire. He
tells the story of the colourful characters of the period, like Harold Macmillan, Kingsley Amis and Paul McCartney, and
brings to life the experience of the first post-imperial generation, from the Notting Hill riots to the first Beatles hits, from
the Profumo scandal to the cult of James Bond. In this strikingly impressive debut, he combines academic verve and
insight with colourful, dramatic writing to produce a classic, ground-breaking work that will change forever how we think
about the Sixties.
The Suez War in 1956 marked the end of the British Empire, with the government of Anthony Eden forced into a
ceasefire as it tried to seize the Suez Canal and overthrow the Egyptian government. Historians since have tried to
understand the causes of the war and the reasons for British failure.
A new understanding of the post World War II era, showing what occurred when the British Empire wouldn’t step aside
for the rising American superpower—with global insights for today. An enduring myth of the twentieth century is that the
United States rapidly became a superpower in the years after World War II, when the British Empire—the greatest in
history—was too wounded to maintain a global presence. In fact, Derek Leebaert argues in Grand Improvisation, the idea
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that a traditionally insular United States suddenly transformed itself into the leader of the free world is illusory, as is the
notion that the British colossus was compelled to retreat. The United States and the U.K. had a dozen abrasive years
until Washington issued a “declaration of independence” from British influence. Only then did America explicitly assume
leadership of the world order just taking shape. Leebaert’s character-driven narrative shows such figures as Churchill,
Truman, Eisenhower, and Kennan in an entirely new light, while unveiling players of at least equal weight on pivotal
events. Little unfolded as historians believe: the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan; the Korean War; America’s
descent into Vietnam. Instead, we see nonstop U.S. improvisation until America finally lost all caution and embraced
obligations worldwide, a burden we bear today. Understanding all of this properly is vital to understanding the rise and fall
of superpowers, why we’re now skeptical of commitments overseas, how the Middle East plunged into disorder, why
Europe is fracturing, what China intends—and the ongoing perils to the U.S. world role.
Pax Britannica to Pax Americana is the story of the British Empire from its late-nineteenth century flowering to its present
extinction. Louis traces the British Empire from the scramble for Africa, the turbulent imperial history of the Second World
War in Asia, and the mid-20th century rush to independence to the Suez crisis, the icon of empire's end. It forms the ideal
platform from which to examine the aims and outcome of empire. This authoritative and highly engaging history appears
at a time when interest in the history of the British Empire has, ironically, never been stronger, making Ends of British
Imperialism a must-read item for both scholar and general reader.
A sweeping, brilliantly vivid history of the sudden end of the British empire and the moment when America became a
world superpower. "I have not become the King's First Minister in order to preside over the liquidation of the British
Empire." Winston Churchill's famous statement in November 1942, just as the tide of the Second World War was
beginning to turn, pugnaciously affirmed his loyalty to the world-wide institution that he had served for most of his life.
Britain fought and sacrificed on a worldwide scale to defeat Hitler and his allies-and won. Yet less than five years after
Churchill's defiant speech, the British Empire effectively ended with Indian Independence in August 1947 and the end of
the British Mandate in Palestine in May 1948. As the sun set on Britain's Empire, the age of America as world
superpower dawned. How did this rapid change of fortune come about? Peter Clarke's book is the first to analyze the
abrupt transition from Rule Britannia to Pax Americana. His swiftly paced narrative makes superb use of letters and
diaries to provide vivid portraits of the figures around whom history pivoted: Churchill, Gandhi, Roosevelt, Stalin, Truman,
and a host of lesser-known figures though whom Clarke brilliantly shows the human dimension of epochal events. The
Last Thousand Days of the British Empire is a captivating work of popular history that shows how the events that followed
the war reshaped the world as profoundly as the conflict itself.
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An authoritative political history of one of the world's most important empires on the road to decolonisation. Ronald
Hyam's 2007 book offers a major reassessment of the end of empire which combines a study of British policymaking with
case studies on the experience of decolonization across Africa, Asia and the Caribbean. He describes the dysfunctional
policies of an imperial system coping with postwar, interwar and wartime crises from 1918 to 1945 but the main emphasis
is on the period after 1945 and the gradual unravelling of empire as a result of international criticism, and the growing
imbalance between Britain's capabilities and its global commitments. He analyses the transfers of power from India in
1947 to Swaziland in 1968, the major crises such as Suez and assesses the role of leading figures from Churchill, Attlee
and Eden to Macmillan and Wilson. This is essential reading for scholars and students of empire and decolonisation.
This book is a major and wide-ranging re-assessment of Anglo-American relations in the Middle Eastern context. It
analyses the process of ending of empire in the Middle East from 1945 to the Yom Kippur War of 1973. Based on original
research into both British and American archival sources, it covers all the key events of the period, including the
withdrawal from Palestine, the Anglo-American coup against the Musaddiq regime in Iran, the Suez Crisis and its
aftermath, the Iraqi and Yemeni revolutions, and the Arab-Israeli conflicts. It demonstrates that, far from experiencing a
‘loss of nerve’ or tamely acquiescing in a transfer of power to the United States, British decision-makers robustly
defended their regional interests well into the 1960s and even beyond. It also argues that concept of the ‘special
relationship’ impeded the smooth-running of Anglo-American relations in the region by obscuring differences, stymieing
clear communication, and practising self-deception on policy-makers on both sides of the Atlantic who assumed a
contiguity which all too often failed to exist. With the Middle East at the top of the contemporary international policy
agenda, and recent Anglo-American interventions fuelling interest in empire, this is a timely book of importance to all
those interested in the contemporary development of the region.
This is an analysis, based on newly available evidence, of the Suez crisis of 1956, its origins, and its consequences. The
contributors are all leading authorities, and some, like Mordechai Bar-On, Robert Bowie and Adam Watson, were active
participants in the events of the time.
What are the origins of the hostile environment for immigrants in Britain? Drawing on new archival material from the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Ian Sanjay Patel retells Britain’s recent history in an often shocking account of state
racism that still resonates today. In a series of post-war immigration laws, Britain’s colonial and Commonwealth citizens
from the Caribbean, Asia and Africa were renamed immigrants. In the late 1960s, British officials drew upon an imperial
vision of the world to contain what it saw as a vast immigration ‘crisis’ involving British citizens, passing legislation to
block their entry. As a result, British citizenship itself was redefined along racial lines, fatally compromising the
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Commonwealth and exposing the limits of Britain’s influence in world politics. Combining voices of so-called immigrants
trying to make a home in Britain and the politicians, diplomats and commentators who were rethinking the nation, Ian
Sanjay Patel excavates the reasons why Britain failed to create a post-imperial national identity. The reactions of the
British state to post-war immigration reflected the shift in world politics from empires to decolonization. Despite a new
international recognition of racial equality, Britain’s colonial and Commonwealth citizens were subject to a new regime of
immigration control based on race. From the Windrush generation who came to Britain from the Caribbean to the South
Asians who were forced to migrate from East Africa, Britain was caught between attempting both to restrict the rights of
its non-white colonial and Commonwealth citizens and redefine its imperial role in the world. Despite Britain’s desire to
join Europe, which eventually occurred in 1973, its post-imperial moment never arrived, subject to endless deferral and
reinvention.
In the aftermath of the Second World War, Churchill sought to lead Europe into an integrated union, but just over seventy
years later, Britain is poised to vote on leaving the EU. Benjamin Grob-Fitzgibbon here recounts the fascinating history of
Britain's uneasy relationship with the European continent since the end of the war. He shows how British views of the
United Kingdom's place within Europe cannot be understood outside of the context of decolonization, the Cold War, and
the Anglo-American relationship. At the end of the Second World War, Britons viewed themselves both as the leaders of
a great empire and as the natural centre of Europe. With the decline of the British Empire and the formation of the
European Economic Community, however, Britons developed a Euroscepticism that was inseparable from a postimperial nostalgia. Britain had evolved from an island of imperial Europeans to one of post-imperial Eurosceptics.
Guardian Book of the Day New Statesman Book of the Year History Today Book of the Year Times Literary Supplement
Book of the Year BBC History Magazine Book of the Year 'Bustles impressively with detail and anecdote' --Sunday Times
'Consistently fascinating' --The Spectator 'Beautifully written and deeply researched' --The Observer 'Barr draws on a rich
and varied trove of sources to knit a sequence of dramatic episodes into an elegant whole. Great events march through
these pages' --Wall Street Journal Upon victory in 1945, Britain still dominated the Middle East. She directly ruled
Palestine and Aden, was the kingmaker in Iran, the power behind the thrones of Egypt, Iraq and Jordan, and protected
the sultan of Oman and the Gulf sheikhs. But her motives for wanting to dominate this crossroads between Europe, Asia
and Africa were changing. Where 'imperial security' - control of the route to India - had once been paramount, now oil
was an increasingly important factor. So, too, was prestige. Ironically, the very end of empire made control of the Middle
East precious in itself: on it hung Britain's claim to be a great power. Unable to withstand Arab and Jewish nationalism,
within a generation the British were gone. But that is not the full story. What ultimately sped Britain on her way was the
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uncompromising attitude of the United States, which was determined to displace the British in the Middle East. The
British did not give in gracefully to this onslaught. Using newly declassified records and long-forgotten memoirs, including
the diaries of a key British spy, James Barr tears up the conventional interpretation of this era in the Middle East, vividly
portraying the tensions between London and Washington, and shedding an uncompromising light on the murkier
activities of a generation of American and British diehards in the region, from the battle of El Alamein in 1942 to Britain's
abandonment of Aden in 1967. Reminding us that the Middle East has always served as the arena for great power
conflict, this is the tale of an internecine struggle in which Britain would discover that her most formidable rival was the
ally she had assumed would be her closest friend. Reviews for A Line In The Sand:- 'Masterful' --The Spectator 'With
superb research and telling quotations, Barr has skewered the whole shabby story' --The Times 'Lively and entertaining.
He has scoured the diplomatic archives of the two powers and has come up with a rich haul that brings his narrative to
life' --Financial Times
Traces the course of events after Egyptian President Gamal Nasser nationalized the Suez Canal in July 1956.
The British Empire, wrote Adam Smith, 'has hitherto been not an empire, but the project of an empire' and John Darwin
offers a magisterial global history of the rise and fall of that great imperial project. The British Empire, he argues, was
much more than a group of colonies ruled over by a scattering of British expatriates until eventual independence. It was,
above all, a global phenomenon. Its power derived rather less from the assertion of imperial authority than from the
fusing together of three different kinds of empire: the settler empire of the 'white dominions'; the commercial empire of the
City of London; and 'Greater India' which contributed markets, manpower and military muscle. This unprecedented
history charts how this intricate imperial web was first strengthened, then weakened and finally severed on the
rollercoaster of global economic, political and geostrategic upheaval on which it rode from beginning to end.
Arguing about Empire analyses the most divisive arguments about empire between Europe's two leading colonial powers from the age of
high imperialism to the post-war era of decolonization. Focusing on the domestic contexts underlying imperial rhetoric, Arguing about Empire
adopts a case-study approach, treating key imperial debates as historical episodes to be investigated in depth. The episodes in question
have been selected both for their chronological range, their variety, and, above all, their vitriol. Some were straightforward disputes; others
involved cooperation in tense circumstances. These include the Tunisian and Egyptian crises of 1881-2, which saw France and Britain
establish new North African protectorates, ostensibly in co-operation, but actually in competition; the Fashoda Crisis of 1898, when Britain
and France came to the brink of war in the aftermath of the British re-conquest of Sudan; the Moroccan crises of 1905 and 1911, early tests
of the Entente Cordiale, when Britain lent support to France in the face of German threats; the 1922 Chanak crisis, when that imperial
Entente broke down in the face of a threatened attack on Franco-British forces by Kemalist Turkey; World War Two, which can be seen in
part as an undeclared colonial war between the former allies, complicated by the division of the French Empire between De Gaulle's Free
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French forces and those who remained loyal to the Vichy Regime; and finally the 1956 Suez intervention, when, far from defusing another
imperial crisis, Britain colluded with France and Israel to invade Egypt — the culmination of the imperial interference that began some eighty
years earlier.
Chronicles Britain's rise to imperial might in the wake of the American Revolution, recording life in its diverse colonies and reflecting on the
inherent weaknesses of the empire, its inevitable decline, and its legacy for the present.
In this fresh and controversial account of Britain's end of empire, Grob-Fitzgibbon reveals that the British government developed a successful
strategy of decolonization following the Second World War based on devolving power to indigenous peoples within the Commonwealth.
The history of the Indian Ocean provides a snapshot of many of the key issues in world history.
This is the first in-depth reconstruction of a major British decolonization based fully on original documentation. Charting the `inner history' of a
violent colonial Emergency, it provides a case-study of the dilemmas posed by the challenge of terrorism overseas after 1945. Robert Holland
analyses the evolution of a political settlement which, almost uniquely in the British `end of empire', slid beyond the United Kingdom's control.
He considers the effects of the revolt on the politics of the surrounding region, particularly in relation to the emerging ethnic struggle between
Greeks and Turks. His work offers a fresh perspective on Mediterranean and Middle Eastern developments, including the involvement of
NATO and the United States, in the age of the Suez Crisis and its aftermath. This account is essential reading for anybody interested in the
liquidation of the British Empire, the breakdown of ethnic co-existence under intense pressure, and the effects of regional destabilization on
the wider international system.
In October 1956, Britain, France and Israel launched an attack on Egypt. For each of the contenders there was much more at stake than the
future of the Canal. None of the combatants in the Suez campaign emerged in glory which may be why, in recent years, it has been largely
relegated to academic studies. But the events surrounding the invasion, while combining the high drama with elements of political farce that
make for a compelling story, had a greater impact on world affairs than many more famous conflicts.
This handbook is currently in development, with individual articles publishing online in advance of print publication. At this time, we cannot
add information about unpublished articles in this handbook, however the table of contents will continue to grow as additional articles pass
through the review process and are added to the site. Please note that the online publication date for this handbook is the date that the first
article in the title was published online.
The two centuries after 1800 witnessed a series of sweeping changes in the way in which Britain was governed, the duties of the state, and
its role in the wider world. Powerful processes - from the development of democracy, the changing nature of the social contract, war, and
economic dislocation - have challenged, and at times threatened to overwhelm, both governors and governed. Such shifts have also
presented challenges to the historians who have researched and written about Britain's past politics. This Handbook shows the ways in which
political historians have responded to these challenges, providing a snapshot of a field which has long been at the forefront of conceptual and
methodological innovation within historical studies. It comprises thirty-three thematic essays by leading and emerging scholars in the field.
Collectively, these essays assess and rethink the nature of modern British political history itself and suggest avenues and questions for future
research. The Oxford Handbook of Modern British Political History thus provides a unique resource for those who wish to understand Britain's
political past and a thought-provoking 'long view' for those interested in current political challenges.
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Exploring British naval policy during the first two governments of Harold Wilson (1964-70), this book analyses how the Navy
Department of the Ministry of Defence and the Navy's professional leadership dealt with six years of defence reviews,
retrenchment and strategic re-orientation. This period witnessed a dramatic blow to the service's self image and self confidence as
a result of the cancellation of the large CVA-01 aircraft carrier, and a gradual process of realignment, reorientation and adaptation
to the changed political environment, resulting in a recovery of self-confidence, a new strategy and the approval in principle of a
class of small aircraft carriers. Taking advantage of the recently released official records, the study highlights for the first time just
how in practice Mountbatten managed to dominate the Chiefs of Staff machinery, and how his power was undermined and
diminished. It also demonstrates that, contrary to widespread historical opinion, Denis Healey was not necessarily set against
carrier air power from his arrival in office and was willing to consider the procurement of a medium carrier for the navy.
Furthermore, the work highlights the importance of the Mediterranean in the rehabilitation and renewal of self-confidence by the
navy in the late 1960s. Although focusing primarily on policy and strategic matters, the book incorporates wider historical
consideration, reviewing other factors that influenced policy-making such as foreign policy, financial resources, materiel,
manpower and recruitment, in addition to the administrative machinery and the cultural environment of the time. In so doing, Dr
Hampshire offers a vivid insight into the interactions of government and military at a critical juncture in the changing nature of
Britain's global role.
An original and perceptive study of Britain's withdrawal from her last Arab dependencies - the Sudan, South West Arabia and the
Gulf States.
During the 1950s, John Glubb and the Arab Legion became the 'cornerstone' of Britain's imperial presence in the Middle East.
Based on unprecedented access to the unofficial archive of the Arab Legion, including a major accession of Glubb's private
papers, Graham Jevon examines and revises Britain's post-1945 retreat from empire in the Middle East. Jevon details how
Glubb's command of the Arab Legion secured British and Jordanian interests during the 1948 Arab-Israeli war, answering
questions that have dogged historians of this conflict for decades. He reveals how the Arab Legion was transformed, by Cold War
concerns, from an internal Jordanian security force to a quasi-division within the British Army. Jevon also sheds new light on the
succession crisis following King Abdullah's assassination, and uses previously unseen documents to challenge accepted
contentions concerning King Hussein's dismissal of Glubb, the 1956 Suez Crisis, and the nature of Britain's imperial decline.
A lively, revelatory popular history that tells the story of both the Suez Crisis and the Hungarian Revolution of 1956—a tale of
conspiracy and revolutions, spies and terrorists, kidnappings and assassination plots, the fall of the British Empire and the rise of
American hegemony under the heroic leadership of President Dwight D. Eisenhower—which shaped the Middle East and Europe
we know today. The year 1956 was a turning point in history. Over sixteen extraordinary days in October and November of that
year, the twin crises involving Suez and Hungary pushed the world to the brink of a nuclear conflict and what many at the time
were calling World War III. Blood and Sand delivers this story in an hour-by-hour account through a fascinating international cast
Page 10/11

Read Online Suez Britains End Of Empire In The Middle East
of characters: Anthony Eden, the British prime minister, caught in a trap of his own making; Gamal Abdel Nasser, the bold young
populist leader of Egypt; David Ben-Gurion, the aging Zionist hero of Israel; Guy Mollet, the bellicose French prime minister; and
Dwight D. Eisenhower, the American president, torn between an old world order and a new one in the very same week that his
own fate as president was to be decided by the American people. This is a revelatory history of these dramatic events and people,
for the first time setting both crises in the context of the global Cold War, the Arab-Israeli conflict, and the treacherous power
politics of imperialism and oil. Blood and Sand resonates strikingly with the problems of oil control, religious fundamentalism, and
international unity that face the world today, and is essential reading for anyone concerned with the state of the modern Middle
East and Europe. Blood and Sand includes 25-30 black-and-white photographs.
Experiencing a major crisis from different viewpoints, step by step The Suez crisis of 1956—now little more than dim history for
many people—offers a master class in statecraft. It was a potentially explosive Middle East confrontation capped by a surprise
move that reshaped the region for years to come. It was a diplomatic crisis that riveted the world’s attention. And it was a short but
startling war that ended in unexpected ways for every country involved. Six countries, including two superpowers, had major roles,
but each saw the situation differently. From one stage to the next, it could be hard to tell which state was really driving the action.
As in any good ensemble, all the actors had pivotal parts to play. Like an illustration that uses an exploded view of an object to
show how it works, this book uses an unprecedented design to deconstruct the Suez crisis. The story is broken down into three
distinct phases. In each phase, the reader sees the issues as they were perceived by each country involved, taking into account
different types of information and diverse characteristics of each leader and that leader’s unique perspectives. Then, after each
phase has been laid out, editorial observations invite the reader to consider the interplay. Developed by an unusual group of
veteran policy practitioners and historians working as a team, Suez Deconstructed is not just a fresh way to understand the history
of a major world crisis. Whether one's primary interest is statecraft or history, this study provides a fascinating step-by-step
experience, repeatedly shifting from one viewpoint to another. At each stage, readers can gain rare experience in the way these
very human leaders sized up their situations, defined and redefined their problems, improvised diplomatic or military solutions,
sought ways to influence each other, and tried to change the course of history.
Things fall apart when empires crumble. This time, we think, things will be different. They are not. This time, we are told, we will
become great again. We will not. In this new edition of the hugely successful Rule Britannia, Danny Dorling and Sally Tomlinson
argue that the vote to leave the EU was the last gasp of the old empire working its way out of the British psyche. Fuelled by a
misplaced nostalgia, the result was driven by a lack of knowledge of Britain’s imperial history, by a profound anxiety about
Britain’s status today, and by a deeply unrealistic vision of our future.
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