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That the Rule of St. Benedict has been highly and deservedly esteemed is universally admitted. The name of its holy and illustrious author,
the wisdom, prudence and sublime maxims, which shine in every page of this Rule, fully establish its claim to solid merit. Those excellent
qualities obtained for it the approbation of the Holy See, in the first instance, and subsequently that of many Ecclesiastical Councils, which
honoured it with the distinguished title of The Holy Rule. Many Religious Orders of the Western Church adopted it, secular princes and
sovereigns studiously read it, declaring that they found in the prudent maxims, and divine wisdom inculcated by the holy Legislator, important
light and assistance for the good government of their States. Aeterna Press
By any reckoning, the papacy of Pope Benedict XVI was extraordinary, with moments of high drama. Not the least of these was his
resignation from office in February 2013, the first papal resignation in 500 years. But who is Joseph Ratzinger? In this definitive biography,
based on meticulous historical research and many hours of taped interviews with his subject, Peter Seewald shows the exceptional
circumstances in which the exceptionally talented son of a Bavarian policeman became the first German pope for 950 years. In this first
volume, covering the years 1927–1965, we witness Joseph Ratzinger's early days, living above his father's police station. Ratzinger came to
adulthood through the years of National Socialism. Though hostile to the rise of Hitler, his family knew well about Dachau and Ratzinger
himself was conscripted into the Hitler Youth. Joseph Ratzinger proved to be a man of exceptional intellectual gifts and by the time of the
Second Vatican Council (1962–1965) he was already noted as one of the outstanding intellects present and was nominated a 'peritus' or
theological expert. This was also the time of the start of his friendship with the Swiss theologian Hans Küng who was to become his nemesis.
Of his predecessor, Pope Francis has said: 'Pope Benedict was a great Pope, great for the penetration of his intelligence, great for his
important contribution to theology, great for his love of the Church and human beings, great for his virtues and faith'. Even in this first volume,
we begin to understand how this came to be true.
Some may think that the point of prayer is to get our own way with extra-terrestrial help, or to save us from facing the problems of life, or to
provide an escape from 'reality', or to give an emotional uplift that makes you feel food. Some may think that prayer is a way of expanding our
consciousness which is achieved by our own discipline and personal effort at self-improvement. These are caricatures of what Christian
prayer really is. There may be a strand of truth in some of them, but they miss the real point of prayer.
Preeminent monastic scholar Adalbert de Vogue analyzes and comments on Book II of the Dialogues of Pope Saint Gregory the Great -- the
Life of Saint Benedict, Father of Western monasticism and Patron of Europe. Full of wisdom, insight and refreshing anecdotes.
Revised anniversary edition: When St. Benedict formed his first small community of monks at Monte Cassino on the hilltop, Italy--and much of
Europe--was ravaged by war. The Roman Empire was breaking apart, and politics, cultural life, and even the Church, were all in disarray. In
the midst of these tumultuous times, Benedict offered his followers a “little rule,” a guide about the size of a checkbook, that showed his
monks the way to peace as they learned to prefer Christ above all things. Though it was written nearly 1500 years ago, the Rule of Benedict
still offers the practical tools for living a Christ-centered today. Here in St. Benedict’s Toolbox, readers will find a primer on how to use these
tools in their own tumultuous lives. Each chapter examines one aspect of the Rule, from ways of praying to ways of embracing humility, and
offers suggestions for prayer, reflection, journaling, and action. As they learn to use Benedict’s tools, readers will discover the power--and the
timeliness--of this ancient way of life.
St. Benedict and St. Therese of Lisieux stand as two of the monumental figures in the history of the Western Church. Their impact on
Christian thought cannot be overestimated, yet never before have they been viewed as spiritual father and daughter. From his "little rule" to
her "little way," these two great saints teach us to find ourselves in the ordinary. The path of holiness lies open for every Christian, for the
course leads through the real demands and details of everyday life. As both Benedict and Therese understood so well, the family, the school,
the parish, and the workplace are all schools of the Lord's service. By using St. Therese's writings to illustrate St. Benedict's Rule, Dwight
Longenecker shows how holiness is always the result of a daily reliance on Gods' grace. - Back cover.
A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER "Already the most discussed and most important religious book of the decade." —David Brooks In this
controversial bestseller, Rod Dreher calls on American Christians to prepare for the coming Dark Age by embracing an ancient Christian way
of life. From the inside, American churches have been hollowed out by the departure of young people and by an insipid pseudo–Christianity.
From the outside, they are beset by challenges to religious liberty in a rapidly secularizing culture. Keeping Hillary Clinton out of the White
House may have bought a brief reprieve from the state’s assault, but it will not stop the West’s slide into decadence and dissolution. Rod
Dreher argues that the way forward is actually the way back—all the way to St. Benedict of Nursia. This sixth-century monk, horrified by the
moral chaos following Rome’s fall, retreated to the forest and created a new way of life for Christians. He built enduring communities based
on principles of order, hospitality, stability, and prayer. His spiritual centers of hope were strongholds of light throughout the Dark Ages, and
saved not just Christianity but Western civilization. Today, a new form of barbarism reigns. Many believers are blind to it, and their churches
are too weak to resist. Politics offers little help in this spiritual crisis. What is needed is the Benedict Option, a strategy that draws on the
authority of Scripture and the wisdom of the ancient church. The goal: to embrace exile from mainstream culture and construct a resilient
counterculture. The Benedict Option is both manifesto and rallying cry for Christians who, if they are not to be conquered, must learn how to
fight on culture war battlefields like none the West has seen for fifteen hundred years. It's for all mere Christians—Protestant, Catholic,
Orthodox—who can read the signs of the times. Neither false optimism nor fatalistic despair will do. Only faith, hope, and love, embodied in a
renewed church, can sustain believers in the dark age that has overtaken us. These are the days for building strong arks for the long journey
across a sea of night.
This book tells the story of one of the Catholic Church's most lovable and loving saints, St. Philip Neri. Despite his wisdom and learning, he
was a simple, childlike soul who never ceased, even in his old age, to make jokes and play with his many pets.
The lives of the Saints are one of the most powerful ways God draws people to himself, showing us the love and the joy we can find in him.
But so often, these Saints seem distant—impossibly holy or dull or unlike us in race and age and state in life. In Saints Around the World,
you’ll meet over one-hundred Saints from more than sixty countries, including Saints with different disabilities, strengths, and struggles. The
beautiful illustrations and captivating storytelling will introduce you and your children to new heavenly friends while also helping you fall more
in love with Jesus. Each story in this book is written not only to capture the imagination but also to speak about God’s tremendous love and
our call to be saints. There are stories in Saints Around the World for when you feel like life isn’t fair, when people are being unkind to you,
when you’ve made a terrible mistake, when you’re struggling at school, when prayer is hard. And there are stories of shouting down Nazis,
of fleeing a murderous villain, of making scientific discoveries, of smoking a cigar while enemy soldiers amputate your leg. There are scared
Saints, brilliant Saints, weak Saints, adventurous Saints, abused Saints, overjoyed Saints, disabled Saints—and the point of every one of them
is the love of God. Whether you’re checking the map to find Saints who look like you or perusing the extensive indices to find Saints with
your skills or struggles, you’ll find countless stories in this book that remind you how very possible holiness is.
St. Dominic led a life of excitement and adventure. As a boy he sold his books to feed the poor and offered himself as ransom for a prisoner.
His greatest adventures came when he walked from town to town and stood fearlessly in the market to preach.
From the famous Vision Books series of lives of saints for young people, this is the inspiring dramatic account of the colorful and courageous
life and death of the martyr, St. Edmund Campion, hero of God's underground" during the persecutions of the Catholics in England in the
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1500s. Campion, the most celebrated young scholar of his day, was on his way to becoming the Archbishop of Canterbury until a crisis of
conscience turned him back to his Catholic faith. He fled England, became a Jesuit priest, and was sent back to be the leader of the
underground ministry to the persecuted Catholics until, after a long and frustrated search, the government finally captured him and brutally
executed him. His daring and brilliant underground ministry to Catholics all over England, his zeal for the faith, and his great courage and joy
in the face of martyrdom are all related in this compelling story for youth.
In his classic Second Book of Dialogues, Pope Gregory the Great lionizes Saint Benedict as hero and casts him predominantly in the role of
miracle worker. Yet in his Rule, Benedict comes across more as a practical community organizer and premier spiritual father. In this volume,
Terrence Kardong offers a fresh take on Gregory the Great's classic. He alternates between translated sections of the Diablo's and his own
commentary. Crisp and direct, and infused with his wry and ever-present sense of humor, Kardong's writings sure to build up the spiritual life
of readers and, equally important, to make them love St. Benedict. .
In this book, discover the hidden heroes behind Sts. Faustina, Giana Molla, Josemaría Escrivá, Pope John Paul II, Maximilian Kolbe, Padre
Pio, Thérèse, and countless others. Learn how over 100 parents formed their children into great Saints by way of their virtuous lives.
This classic commentary on the Rule of St. Benedict is organized as follows: Introduction Prologue I. Of the Various Kinds of Monks II. What
Kind of Man the Abbot Ought to Be III. Of Calling the Brethren to Council IV. What Are the Instruments of Good Works V. Of Obedience VI.
The Spirit of Silence VII. Of Humility VIII. Of the Divine Office at Night IX. How Many Psalms Are to Be Said at the Night Hours X. How the
Night Office Is to Be Said in Summer XI. How the Night Office Is to Be Said on Sundays XII. How the Office of Lauds Is to Be Said XIII. How
Lauds Are to Be Said on Weekdays. XIV. How the Night Office Is to Be Said on Saints’-Days XV. At What Times of the Year “Alleluia” Is to
Be Said XVI. How the Work of God Is to Be Done in the Day-Time XVII. How Many Psalms Are to Be Said at These Hours (Of the Day) XVIII.
In What Order the Psalms Are to Be Said. XIX. How to Say the Divine Office XX. Of Reverence at Prater XXI. Of the Deans of the Monastery
XXII. How the Monks Are to Sleep XXIII. Of Excommunication for Faults XXIV. What the Measure of Excommunication Should Be XXV. Of
Graver Faults XXVI. Of Those Who, Without Leave of the Abbot, Consort With the Excommunicate XXVII. How Careful the Abbot Should Be
of the Excommunicate XXVIII. Of Those Who, Being Often Corrected, Do Not Amend XXIX. Whether the Brethren Who Leave the Monastery
Are to Be Received Again XXX. How Young Boys Are to Be Corrected XXXI. Of the Cellarer of the Monastery XXXII. Of the Tools and
Property of the Monastery XXXIII. Whether Monks Ought to Have Antthing of Their Own XXXIV. Whether All Ought to Receive Necessary
Things Alike XXXV. Of the Weekly Servers in the Kitchen XXXVI. Of the Sick Brethren XXXVII. Of Old Men and Children XXXVIII. The
Weekly Reader XXXIX. Of the Measure of Food XL. Of the Measure of Drink XLI. At What Hours the Brethren Are to Take Their Meals XLII.
That No One May Speak After Compline XLIII. Of Those Who Come Late to the Work of God, or to Table XLIV. Of Those Who Are
Excommunicated, How They Are to Make Satisfaction XLV. Of Those Who Make Mistakes in the Oratory XLVI. Of Those Who Offend in Any
Other Matters XLVII. Of Signifying the Hour for the Work of God XLVIII. Of the Daily Manual Labour XLIX. Of the Observance of Lent L. Of
Brethren Who Are Working at a Distance From the Oratory or Are on a Journey LI. Of Brethren Who Do Not Go Far Away LII. Of the Oratort
of the Monastery LIII. Of the Reception of Guests LIV. Whether a Monk Ought to Receive Letters or Tokens LV. Of the Clothes and Shoes of
the Brethren LVI. Of the Abbots Table LVII. Of the Artificers of the Monastery LVIII. Of the Discipline of Receiving Brethren Into Religion LIX.
Of the Sons of Nobles or the Poor That Are Offered LX. Of Priests Who May Wish to Dwell in the Monastery LXI. Of Pilgrim Monks, How
They Are to Be Received LXII. Of the Priests of the Monastery LXIII. Of the Order of the Community LXIV. Of the Appointment of the Abbot
LXV. Of the Prior of the Monastery LXVI. Of the Porter of the Monastery LXVII. Of Brethren Who Are Sent on a Journey LXVIII. If a Brother
Be Commanded to Do Impossibilities LXIX. That Monks Presume Not to Defend One Another LXX. That No One Presume Rashly to Strike or
Excommunicate Another LXXI. That the Brethren Be Obedient One to the Other LXXII. Of the Good Zeal Which Monks Ought to Have LXXIII.
That the Whole Observance of Justice Is Not Set Down in This Rule
The famous life and great miracles of St. Benedict, for all children 10 and up. The story of poisoned wine, saving a body from drowning,
raising one from the dead, plus, how he founded the Benedictine Order, his sister, St. Scholastica, etc.
Is Catholicism more than giving up beer or chocolate for Lent? Even if it's good beer or great chocolate the answer is a resounding "yes!" In
fact, we're called to have such faith that when others meet us they actually see Christ. But how do we do that in a world where Notre Dame
means "football" and not Our Lady? By following the lead of so many before us... We have living examples of holy men and women who
overcame the same types of temptations we face and shortcomings we all have, to become "huge, blinking neon signs that pointed to Jesus."
And if they can do it so can we...with a little practice. Author, lecturer, and Catholic covert Matthew Leonard combines the stories of the
saints' triumphs and struggles along with his own personal anecdotes and wry humor to show us all a fresh take on the art of being truly
Catholic in a contemporary world.
Part of a collection written over twenty years, Lessons from Saint Benedict contains 26 letters written by Donald Raila, O.S.B., a Benedictine
monk of Saint Vincent Archabbey. Using the 1500 year old Rule of Benedict and Benedictine spirituality as his foundation, Father Donald
offers words of spiritual encouragement and guidance for persevering through the journey of daily life. With the Gospel and Rule of Benedict
as guides, Raila says, we can learn to see God's graces in every dimension of our lives, even the most seemingly mundane. Father Donald
provides both serious and light-hearted examples from his own life to demonstrate how we can renew and strengthen our spirituality through
the daily grind, and perhaps even find joy in the process.
This Vision book for youth 9 - 15 years old tells the exciting, dramatic story of St. Ignatius of Loyola and the order he founded, the Society of
Jesus. As a young man, Ignatius had dreams of an adventurous life as a soldier. His dreams, however, did not come true the way he had
hoped. Seriously wounded in battle, the soldier Ignatius had a profound conversion to Christ during his period of healing and recovery. He
abandoned a promising career in the military and dedicated the rest of his life to the service of Christ and the Church. This book tells of his
starting one of the most influential orders in the church, and gives a graphic account of his adventures, his many encounters with popes,
kings and emperors, and the great work the Jesuits did in spreading the Gospel. Illustrated
Mary Fabyan Windeatt presents the powerful story of the famous life and miracles of St. Benedict for the Vision Book series of saints for
youth. Known as the Father of Western Monasticism, St. Benedict played a major role in the Christinization and civilization of post-Roman
Europe in the sixth century. Having lived in an era of great immorality and vice, Benedict founded an order for monks whose strong life of
prayer and work helped convert the godless society around them. It tells how his Benedictine order of monks spread throughout Europe and
the New World. The heroic life of his sister St. Scholastica, his saving a boy from drowning, raising one from the dead, and the story of
poisoned wine are all told in this exciting, dramatic tale of a great saint. Illustrated.
Augustine’s mission to Britain in 597 was a pivotal event in English Christianity. Yet little is known about Augustine himself and even less
about his leadership. Robin Mackintosh evaluates varied sources to produce a coherent narrative of Augustine’s mission, his journey through
Merovingian France, and the outcomes for British Christianity.
A timeless source of wisdom for people looking to lead a life of simplicity, purpose, and serenity The Rule of St. Benedict has governed
monastic communities for centuries, but it is far more than a standard religious text. The Rule is, above all, a handbook for living a deliberate
life—no matter your religious background or beliefs. It teaches the importance of contemplation and silence, of solitude, and the power of
community and unity. With lessons focusing on the simple acts of everyday life, like eating and daily work, along with wisdom for the deeply
personal and internal facets of living, such as cultivating humility and practicing forgiveness, The Rule of St. Benedict is a profound guide to
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living a good and meaningful life. An award-winning translator, Philip Freeman’s version of The Rule is beautifully accessible in its language.
With a simple and direct style, the book lays out a way of living that is transformative in its simplicity and striking in its power.

A Compilation of all of Pope Benedict XV's Encyclicals Ad Beatissimi Apostolorum (November 1, 1914) 4 Appealing For
Peace Humani Generis Redemptionem (June 15, 1917) 23 On Preaching The Word of God Quod Iam Diu (December 1,
1918) 37 On The Future Peace Conference In Hac Tanta (May 14, 1919) 39 On St Boniface Paterno Iam Diu (November
24, 1919) 50 On The Children of Central Europe Pacem, Dei Munus Pulcherrimum (May 23, 1920) 53 On Peace and
Christian Reconciliation Spiritus Paraclitus (September 15, 1920) 63 On St Jerome Principi Apostolorum Petro (October
5, 1920) 102 On St Ephrem The Syrian Annus Iam Plenus (December 1, 1920) 115 On Children of Central Europe Sacra
Propediem (January 6, 1921) 120 On The Third Order of St Francis In Praeclara Summorum (April 30, 1921) 130 On
Dante Fausto Appetente Die (June 29, 1921) 138 On St Dominic
"The Glenstal Book of Prayer is a rich resource for the dark, mysterious, but exciting journey which is prayer." "It draws
on the wisdom of the Bible, enshrined in Benedictine liturgy, on the experience of modern monks, and on the wisdom of
the Christian church. Coming as it does from an Irish monastery it reflects in a special way the Celtic tradition with its
earthy, popular and devotional prayers."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
A Vision Book about St. Francis and St. Clare, the two very popular saints of Assisi. Helen Homan has captured all the
excitement and beauty of the lives of these saints from their childhood growing up together in Assisi to their profound
conversion and lifelong influence--indeed centuries-long influence--on the whole world through their radical living of the
Gospel and founding of two great religious orders, the Franciscans and the Poor Clares. Combining the stories of Francis
and Clare in one volume makes for a book that will be of great interest to both boys and girls of a wide age span.
Illustrated.
With typical eloquence and wisdom, in The Way of St Benedict Rowan Williams explores the appeal of St Benedict's
sixth-century Rule, showing it to be a document of great relevance to present day Christians and non-believers at our
particular moment in history. For over a millennium the Rule – a set of guidelines for monastic conduct – has been
influential on the life of Benedictine monks, but has also served in some sense as a 'background note' to almost all areas
of civic experience: artistic, intellectual and institutional. The effects of this on society have been far-reaching and
Benedictine communities and houses still attract countless visitors, testifying to the appeal and continuing relevance of
Benedict's principles. As the author writes, the chapters of his book, which range from a discussion of Abbot Cuthbert
Butler's mysticism to 'Benedict and the Future of Europe', are 'simply an invitation to look at various current questions
through the lens of the Rule and to reflect on aspects of Benedictine history that might have something to say to us'. With
Williams as our guide, The Way of St Benedict speaks to the Rule's ability to help anyone live more fully in harmony with
others whilst orientating themselves fully to the will of God.
For more than a hundred and fifty years the Miraculous Medal has been known and worn by Catholics throughout the
world. It has been used and promoted by great saints and Popes as a most powerful sacramental. Less well known is the
story of the French Sister to whom the Blessed Virgin manifested the Medal in 1830. This Vision Book for 9 - 16 year olds
tells the story of Catherine LabourE, a Burgundy farm girl who, after a prophetic dream of St. Vincent de Paul, became a
Sister of Charity in Paris and later in Enghien, where she cooked and mended and cared for the inmates of a home for
elderly men. To this obscure Sister the Blessed Virgin appeared, made prophecies, and commissioned the making of the
Medal which soon came to be known as "miraculous" because of the favors wrought. St. Catherine LabourE lived a life of
prayer and service to the poor, and was canonized in 1947. Illustrated
The simple chanted setting of Responsorial Psalms for Weekday Mass: Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter makes it
possible for the responsorial psalm to be sung at every daily Mass during the seasons of the liturgical year. These
responsorial psalms were conceived for unaccompanied singing led by a single cantor, but keyboard accompaniments
and guitar chords are provided for those who desire it. Type melodies, one for each mode, are employed repeatedly for
varying antiphon texts, making it easier for cantor and congregation to pick up the antiphon melodies. This unique
collection of psalm music allows us to celebrate the seasons of Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter more fully.
The Santa Maria di Firenze, the venerable Benedictine abbey located in the heart of Florence, is the subject of this book.
Leader's richly illustrated, interdisciplinary study examines the abbey's history during the Renaissance.
The Rule of St. Benedict forms the foundation for one of the oldest ongoing institutions in all of Western civilization. The Rule not
only defines life for men and women in monasteries but has also become central to the spirituality of lay Christians across the
globe. This gender-neutral translation is true to the original text but provides an alternative for individuals and groups who prefer
such a version over the masculine language of the original as it was written for St. Benedict’s monks. See also version with daily
commentary by Judith Sutera, OSB
The biographic text of St. Anthony is presented complete in this edition for the reader's absorption and contemplation. First
published in the 4th century A.D., Anthony the Great's biography was authored by Christian Saint Athanasius of Alexandria. Since
its release, the book has helped spread the beliefs, practices and arduous faith of Anthony the Great. A significant progenitor of
the monastic tradition, Saint Anthony lived an ascetic lifestyle in the arid lands of Egypt. Although not the earliest of religious
figures committed to this tradition, through actions and preaching Anthony helped popularise and spread principles that would
contribute heavily to the establishment of Christian monasteries in Europe and beyond. One event in St. Anthony's life was his
encounter with the supernatural in the remote Egyptian desert. This occurrence, where the otherworldly presence tried to tempt
him from his spartan philosophy of living, is much recreated in Western art and literature.
For 9-15 year olds.
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