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Silk Alessandro Baricco
1978. Ponte, a small community in Northern Italy: peaceful woods, discarded
rubbish, a closed-down factory. An unbearably hot summer, like so many
others--wilted flowers and trips to the waterfalls. Elia Furenti is sixteen, living in a
secluded house with his parents, a life so unremarkable that even its moderate
unhappiness has been accepted as normal. Then a new friend arrives in Ponte,
firmly propelling Elia to the edge of adulthood, and everything starts to unravel.
Elia's father, Ettore, is let go from his job, and he begins to lose himself in the
darkest corners of his mind. A young boy is murdered, shaking the small
community to its core. And a girl climbs into a van and vanishes in the deep, dark
woods . . .
In this “hauntingly beautiful story about love, family, and relationships,” a
mysterious dog helps an elderly man in his final days (Archbishop Desmond
Tutu). After Sam Peek’s beloved wife Cora dies, his children are worried about
him. After fifty-seven years of marriage, they are unsure how their elderly father
will survive on his own. They talk about him as if he can’t hear them, questioning
how he’ll run a farm, drive his truck, or live by himself. When Sam tells his
children about a white dog who visits him, yet seems invisible to everyone else,
they are sure that grief and old age have taken a toll on their father. But, real or
not, the creature soothes Sam’s grief and ultimately reconciles him with his own
mortality. In this bittersweet story of love, grief, and coming to terms with death,
“master storyteller” Terry Kay takes readers on Sam’s journey with his white
dog, bringing solace and comfort to the inevitable transition that all must make
(The Atlanta Journal-Constitution).
A tale inspired by the life of pre-war Shanghai artist Pan Yuliang traces her life in
a brothel before she becomes a concubine to a Republican official who ultimately
helps her to find her way as an artist. 30,000 first printing.
One of Reader's Digest Best Summer Reads (US). Set against the backdrop of
the Sri Lankan civil war, Ru Freeman’s epic novel explores the lives of the
diverse families that live on Sal Mal Lane and the heartbreaking ways this once
harmonious community turns on one another with the country on the brink of war.
On the day the Herath family moves in, Sal Mal Lane is a quiet street, disturbed
only by the cries of the children whose triumphs and tragedies sustain the
families that live there. As each neighbour adapts to the newcomers in different
ways, the children fill their days with cricket matches, romantic crushes, and
small rivalries. But when the tides of civil war begin to turn towards the
neighbourhood, their differences ignite in ways no one could have imagined. As
the stability of their neighborhood is threatened by clashing political beliefs and
prejudices, the children of the community are forced to watch their parents and
friends turn against one another. Seen through the children's eyes, the events on
Sal Mal Lane come to mirror the course of modern Sri Lanka at its most violent
and volatile. A powerful, evocative work, On Sal Mal Lane masterfully illuminates
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the origins of this war and explores the lengths family will go to protect one
another.
From one of Italy's most respected literary voices, a manifesto on the state of
global culture and how connectivity is changing the way we experience it. For the
gatekeepers of traditional high culture, the rise of young ambitious outsiders has
indeed seemed like nothing short of a barbarian invasion. In this concise and
powerful manifesto, Alessandro Baricco explores a handful of realms that have
been "plundered"-wine, soccer, music, and books-and extrapolates that it is not a
case of old values against new but a widespread mutation that we are all part of,
leading toward a different way of having experiences and creating meaning.
Yuko Akita had two passions. Haiku and snow. It is April 1884 and Yuko Akita
has reached his seventeenth birthday on the Island of Hokkaid in the North of
Japan. The time has come to choose his vocation, warrior or monk, but against
the wishes of his father, Yuko settles on a third option: he will be a poet. Yuko
begins to write the seventeen-syllable poems we know as haiku--all celebrating
the beauty of snow, his one great subject. One day, the Imperial Poet arrives
from the Emperor's court. He has heard about the beauty of Yuko's poems and
has come to meet the young poet himself. While agreeing the poems have a
music all their own, the Imperial Poet notes that lacking color, Yuko's poems are
destined to remain invisible to the world. If the young poet is to learn color, he
must study with the great artist Soseki in the south of Japan. Yuko sets off on a
treacherous journey across the whole of Japan. Cold, hungry, and exhausted, he
encounters a vision that will forever change his life. It is a woman, frozen in the
ice. With pale gold hair, ice blue eyes and a face as white as snow, the dead
beauty will obsess Yuko. Who was she? How did she come to meet her death in
the depths of his beloved snow? Arriving at Soseki's door, Yuko is shocked to
discover that the great master of color is blind. He will gradullay come to learn
that color is not something outside of us, but within us. He will also learn about
his master's Samurai past...and Soseki's link to the woman in the snow. It is a
beautiful love story which will have its echo in Yuko's own as he finds his own,
living, daughter of snow.... With stunning visual images created out of minimalist
prose, Snow is as delicate and inspiring as the haiku poetry it celebrates and
emulates. A swift and refreshing read, the novel treats readers to a gorgeous
love story while gently floating ideas such as what is the nature of art and
perception? What is the place of passion in art and in life? Highly romantic and
gracefully written, Snow is destined to become a cult classic.
The author of the international bestseller Silk now delivers a ravishing and wildly
inventive novel about friendship, genius and its discontents, and the redemptive
power of narrative. Somewhere in America lives a brilliant boy named Gould, an
intellectual guided missile aimed at the Nobel Prize. His only companions are an
imaginary giant and an imaginary mute. Improbably—and yet with impeccable
logic--he falls into the care of Shatzy Shell, a young woman whose life up till that
point has been equally devoid of human connection . Theirs is a relationship of
Page 2/9

Where To Download Silk Alessandro Baricco
stories and of stories within stories: of Gould’s evolving saga of an underdog
boxer and the violent Western that Shatzy has been dictating into a tape recorder
since the age of six. Out of these stories, Alessandro Baricco creates a
masterpiece of metaphysical pulp fiction that recalls both Scheherazade and Italo
Calvino. By turns exhilarating and deeply moving, City is irresistible.
Fourteen years after the publication of his cult classic I Barbari, Baricco returns in
The Game to the topic of change, in a journey that maps out the transformations
that the digital revolution has wrought upon the landscape of human experience.
From Space Invaders to the PlayStation, from Windows 95 to the conundrum of
artificial intelligence, Baricco traces the trajectory of a revolution in the way we
think, feel, and communicate - and seeks to discover what it might actually mean
for our future.
A group of people all looking for a missing piece of themselves converges at a remote seaside
inn, but it is not until the arrival of a mysterious sailor called Adams that the truth of their
entwined situations becomes clear. Reprint. 17,500 first printing.
In the three centuries that followed Vasco da Gama's discovery of the sea route from Europe to
India, European powers made a beeline for India's fabled riches, its spices, gold and gems.
Though they ostensibly came for trade and commerce, and the thrill of discovering a new land,
the lines between exploration and exploitation soon blurred. The Theft of India documents the
intense rivalry for spoils that played out between the British, the French, the Dutch and the
Portuguese, and the impact this had on the Indians. Roy Moxham's work, though, is no dry
study of textual materials. He supplements these accounts with an exhaustive study of
academic works on the subject. The result is an unflattering picture of the 'civilized' West as it
systematically strips India of its riches. The Theft of India is a nuanced, important and highly
readable addition to the study of imperialism and its dehumanizing effects on the colonized.
When a novice French diplomat arrives for an audience with the Emperor, he is enraptured by
the Joseon Dynasty’s magnificent culture, then at its zenith. But all fades away when he sees
Yi Jin perform the traditional Dance of the Spring Oriole. Though well aware that women of the
court belong to the palace, the young diplomat confesses his love to the Emperor, and gains
permission for Yi Jin to accompany him back to France.A world away in Belle Epoque Paris, Yi
Jin lives a free, independent life, away from the gilded cage of the court, and begins translating
and publishing Joseon literature into French with another Korean student. But even in this new
world, great sorrow awaits her. Betrayal, jealousy, and intrigue abound, culminating with the
tragic assassination of the last Joseon empress—and the poisoned pages of a book.Rich with
historic detail and filled with luminous characters, Korea’s most beloved novelist brings a lost
era to life in a story that will resonate long after the final page.
The year is 1861. Hervé Joncour is a French merchant of silkworms, who combs the known
world for their gemlike eggs. Then circumstances compel him to travel farther, beyond the
edge of the known, to a country legendary for the quality of its silk and its hostility to foreigners:
Japan.There Joncour meets a woman. They do not touch; they do not even speak. And he
cannot read the note she sends him until he has returned to his own country. But in the
moment he does, Joncour is possessed.
A stylish psychological thriller with the compelling intrigue of The Silent Wife and Turn of Mind
and the white-knuckle pacing of Before I Go to Sleep—in which a woman suffering from bipolar
disorder cannot remember if she murdered her friend. Dana Catrell is shocked when her
neighbor Celia is brutally murdered. To Dana’s horror, she was the last person to see Celia
alive. Suffering from mania, the result of her bipolar disorder, she has troubling holes in her
memory, including what happened on the afternoon of Celia’s death. Her husband’s odd
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behavior and the probing of Detective Jack Moss create further complications as she searches
for answers. The closer she comes to piecing together the shards of her broken memory, the
more Dana falls apart. Is there a murderer lurking inside her . . . or is there one out there in the
shadows of reality, waiting to strike again? A story of marriage, murder, and madness, The
Pocket Wife explores the world through the foggy lens of a woman on the edge.
A magnificent, multifaceted novel about a supremely gifted -- and divided -- family, set against
the backdrop of postwar America On Easter day, 1939, at Marian Anderson's epochal concert
on the Washington Mall, David Strom, a German Jewish émigré scientist, meets Delia Daley, a
young Philadelphia Negro studying to be a singer. Their mutual love of music draws them
together, and--against all odds and better judgment--they marry. They vow to raise their
children beyond time, beyond identity, steeped in song. But their three children must survive
America's brutal here and now. Jonah, Joseph, and Ruth grow up during the Civil Rights era,
come of age in the violent 1960s, and live out adulthood in the racially retrenched late century.
Jonah, the eldest, "whose voice could make heads of state repent," follows a life in his parents'
beloved classical music. Ruth, the youngest, chooses a militant activism and repudiates the
white culture her brother represents. Joseph, the middle child and the narrator of this
generational tale, struggles to remain connected to them both. The Time of Our Singing is a
story of self-invention, allegiance, race, cultural ownership, the compromised power of music,
and the tangled loops of time that rewrite all belonging.
“I read Virginia’s novel in one sitting and was so captured by it I knew I had to make it and
play Mrs. March. As a character, she is fascinating, complex, and deeply human and I can’t
wait to sink my teeth into her.” —Elisabeth Moss Who is Mrs. March? George March’s latest
novel is a smash. No one could be prouder than his dutiful wife, Mrs. March, who revels in his
accolades. A careful creature of routine and decorum, she lives a precariously controlled
existence on the Upper East Side until one morning, when the shopkeeper of her favorite
patisserie suggests that her husband’s latest protagonist—a detestable character named
Johanna—is based on Mrs. March herself. Clutching her ostrich leather pocketbook and mintcolored gloves, she flees the shop. What could have merited this humiliation? That one casual
remark robs Mrs. March of the belief that she knew everything about her husband—and
herself—thus sending her on an increasingly paranoid journey that begins within the pages of a
book. While snooping in George’s office, Mrs. March finds a newspaper clipping about a
missing woman. Did George have anything to do with her disappearance? He’s been going on
a lot of “hunting trips” up north with his editor lately, leaving Mrs. March all alone at night with
her tormented thoughts, and the cockroaches that have suddenly started to appear, and
strange breathing noises . . . As she begins to decode her husband’s secrets, her deafening
anxiety and fierce determination threaten everyone in her wake—including her stoic
housekeeper, Martha, and her unobtrusive son, Jonathan, whom she loves so profoundly,
when she remembers to love him at all. Combining a Hitchcockian sensibility with wickedly
dark humor, Virginia Feito, a brilliantly talented and, at times, mischievous newcomer, offers a
razor-sharp exploration of the fragility of identity. A mesmerizing novel of psychological
suspense and casebook insecurity turned full-blown neurosis, Mrs. March will have you secondguessing your own seemingly familiar reflection in the mirror.
They got married ten days ago. They haven't had sex yet and they don't intend to. As it turned
out, the only way to make their parents get off their backs about trying to "find someone" was
actually finding somone--with whom to put marriage for show. Mutsuki is stictly gay and has a
boyfriend, while Shoko is a clinical case of emotional instability who's in no shape for a
relationship. They've each found in the other a perfect partner for a sham marriage. Since the
conspirators' parents know of their own child's undesirability, but not the spouse's, the union
manages to please them. And while the newlyweds hope, in their own way, to live happily ever
after, they inevitably come face t o face with the fact that no marriage real or staged, is a fairy
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tale.
"Does it seem reasonable to you that a Regency continues—into an Emperor's thirtieth year "
"No, m'lord," Shoka said. "Not to us, either. Not to many of us. We were ready to make that
objection—when lord Gitu overran Yijang and Hua.... Assassinations, elsewhere. Hired killers.
Bands of mercenaries traveling under imperial orders. The Emperor'sseal, and the Regent's
orders. How do we stop such a thing How do we prevent it—when every lord able to lead is
apprehended, assassinated, when they strip us of men, even boys out of the fields—go to
Saukendar, some said. Go to Saukendar. They urged me to send to you. This time he has to
listen, they said. But if I had sent—and Ghita had known—you understand—" Reidi gave an
uncomfortable twitch of the shoulders. His horse shifted again. "I had no true hope that you'd
come. You'd indicated to the villagers—that you had no wish to hear from anyone. That you
would refuse any such petitions—" "You were watching me." "It's my village, m'lord—as the
Regent pointed out to me again and again, and threatened my life should you leave that
mountain. Of course the word came to me. I tried to get a messenger down the road to you
when I knew you'd left Mon.... We believed you'd come back to deal with Ghita and his
partisans." Shoka felt cold, cold all the way to the bones. "There are men ready to follow you,
lord Saukendar. There are men who've committed their lives to this— We didn't know the hour.
We only believed. Now you've come back ..." "It's gripping drama, tightly focussed and
inexorable as Taizu herself. Read The Paladin and you'll never settle for another ordinary
sword-wielding female." —Faren Miller LOCUS At the publisher's request, this title is sold
without DRM (Digital Rights Management)
“[An] epic account of life and loves among artists and writers in Paris from belle époque to
world slump” (William Feaver, The Spectator). A legendary capital of the arts, Paris hosted
some of the most legendary developments in world culture—particularly at the beginning of the
twentieth century, with the flowering of fauvism, cubism, dadaism, and surrealism. In Bohemian
Paris, Dan Franck leads us on a vivid and magical tour of the Paris of 1900–1930, a hotbed of
artistic creation where we encounter Apollinaire, Modigliani, Cocteau, Matisse, Picasso,
Hemingway, and Fitzgerald, working, loving, and struggling to stay afloat. Sixteen pages of
black-and-white illustrations are featured. “Franck spins lavish historical, biographical, artistic,
and even scandalous details into a narrative that will captivate both serious and casual readers
. . . Marvelous and informative.” —Carol J. Binkowski, Library Journal, starred review
A USA TODAY BESTSELLER! A historical novel inspired by true events, Kelli Estes's brilliant
and atmospheric debut is a poignant tale of two women determined to do the right thing and
the power of our own stories. The smallest items can hold centuries of secrets... Inara Erickson
is exploring her deceased aunt's island estate when she finds an elaborately stitched piece of
fabric hidden in the house. As she peels back layer upon layer of the secrets it holds, Inara's
life becomes interwoven with that of Mei Lein, a young Chinese girl mysteriously driven from
her home a century before. Through the stories Mei Lein tells in silk, Inara uncovers a tragic
truth that will shake her family to its core—and force her to make an impossible choice. A
touching and tender book for fans of Marie Benedict, Susanna Kearsley, and Duncan Jepson.
To the residents of her small southern city, second-hand store owner Spyder Baxter is crazy.
But her friends and followers know better. Something lives within Spder's brain. Something
powerful. Something wonderful. Something dangerous. Pray it never escapes.
Presenting themselves to the world as an effortlessly excellent family, successful criminal
lawyer Karen, her Parliament candidate husband and her intelligent athlete son, Max, find their
world crumbling in the wake of a friend's betrayal and the secret about Max's intersexual
identity.
Unlock the more straightforward side of Silk with this concise and insightful summary and
analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of Silk by Alessandro Baricco, which
tells the story of Hervé Joncour, a French silkworm merchant during the 19th century.
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Following an epidemic which infects silkworm eggs across the world, he is forced to travel to
Japan to continue his trade. He meets a woman there that fascinates him, and he returns
numerous times to try and see her, desperate to discover her identity. Silk was an immediate
bestseller in Italy, where it has sold over 300,000 copies to date. The novel has been
translated into 27 languages, and has won admirers all over the world thanks to its compelling
historical plot and delicate, poetic writing style. Alessandro Baricco is an Italian writer,
composer and filmmaker. He has written a number of novels, is a contributor to the Italian daily
newspaper La Repubblica and teaches at the Scuola Holden, a school of narrative techniques
that he cofounded in 1993. Find out everything you need to know about Silk in a fraction of the
time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot summary •
Character studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions for further reflection Why choose
BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to
accompany you in your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy
understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time.
See the very best of literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
The Young Bride is a scintillating and sensual novel about a young woman’s ingress into a
fantastically strange family. The hand of the young woman in question has been promised to
the scion of a noble family. She is to make her preparations for marriage at the family’s villa,
where the inhabitants never seem to sleep. The atmosphere turns surreal as the days pass
and her presence on the family estate begins to make itself felt on her future in-laws.
Internationally bestselling novelist Alessandro Baricco portrays a cast of mysterious characters
whose lives and every act seem to exist beyond the rules of causation as he tells a story about
fate and the difficult job of confronting the Other and creating an Us.
NOW A SUNDAY TIMES TOP 10 BESTSELLER FROM THE NUMBER ONE BESTSELLING
AUTHOR OF THE TEA PLANTER'S WIFE Dinah Jefferies' stunning new novel is a gripping,
unforgettable tale of a woman torn between two worlds... 1952, French Indochina. Since her
mother's death, eighteen-year-old half-French, half-Vietnamese Nicole has been living in the
shadow of her beautiful older sister, Sylvie. When Sylvie is handed control of the family silk
business, Nicole is given an abandoned silk shop in the Vietnamese quarter of Hanoi. But the
area is teeming with militant rebels who want to end French rule, by any means possible. For
the first time, Nicole is awakened to the corruption of colonial rule - and her own family's
involvement shocks her to the core... Tran, a notorious Vietnamese insurgent, seems to offer
the perfect escape from her troubles, while Mark, a charming American trader, is the man she's
always dreamed of. But who can she trust in this world where no one is what they seem? The
Silk Merchant's Daughter is a captivating tale of dark secrets, sisterly rivalry and love against
the odds, enchantingly set in colonial era Vietnam.

A bold re-imagining of our civilization’s greatest tale of war, from the acclaimed and
bestselling author of Silk. In An Iliad, Alessandro Baricco re-creates the siege of Troy
through the voices of twenty-one Homeric characters, in the narrative idiom of our
modern imagination. From the return of Chryseis to the burial of Hector, we see through
human eyes and feel with human hearts the unforgettable events first recounted almost
three thousand years ago. Imbuing the stuff of legend with a startling new relevancy
and humanity, Baricco gives us The Iliad as we have never known it. His transformative
achievement is certain to delight and fascinate all readers of Homer’s indispensable
classic.
After celebrated author Jasper Gwyn suddenly and publicly announces that he will
never write another book, he embarks on a strange new career path as a “copyist,”
holding thirty-day sittings in a meticulously appointed room and producing, at the end,
brief but profoundly rich portraits in prose. The surprising, beautiful, and even
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frightening results are received with rapture by their subjects—among them Gwyn’s
devoted assistant, Rebecca; a beautiful fabric importer; a landscape painter; Gwyn’s
own literary agent; two wealthy newlyweds; a tailor to the Queen; and a very dangerous
nineteen-year-old. Then Gwyn disappears, leaving behind only a short note to his
assistant—and the portraits. As Rebecca studies his words, she realizes that the
mystery is larger than the simple fact of Gwyn’s whereabouts, and she begins to
unravel a lifetime’s worth of clues left by a man who saw so much but said so little, a
man whose solitude masked a heart as hungry as hers.
The phenomenal New York Times bestseller that “explores the upstairs-downstairs
goings-on of a posh Parisian apartment building” (Publishers Weekly). In an elegant
hôtel particulier in Paris, Renée, the concierge, is all but invisible—short, plump, middleaged, with bunions on her feet and an addiction to television soaps. Her only genuine
attachment is to her cat, Leo. In short, she’s everything society expects from a
concierge at a bourgeois building in an upscale neighborhood. But Renée has a secret:
She furtively, ferociously devours art, philosophy, music, and Japanese culture. With
biting humor, she scrutinizes the lives of the tenants—her inferiors in every way except
that of material wealth. Paloma is a twelve-year-old who lives on the fifth floor. Talented
and precocious, she’s come to terms with life’s seeming futility and decided to end her
own on her thirteenth birthday. Until then, she will continue hiding her extraordinary
intelligence behind a mask of mediocrity, acting the part of an average pre-teen high on
pop culture, a good but not outstanding student, an obedient if obstinate daughter.
Paloma and Renée hide their true talents and finest qualities from a world they believe
cannot or will not appreciate them. But after a wealthy Japanese man named Ozu
arrives in the building, they will begin to recognize each other as kindred souls, in a
novel that exalts the quiet victories of the inconspicuous among us, and “teaches
philosophical lessons by shrewdly exposing rich secret lives hidden beneath
conventional exteriors” (Kirkus Reviews). “The narrators’ kinetic minds and engaging
voices (in Alison Anderson’s fluent translation) propel us ahead.” —The New York
Times Book Review “Barbery’s sly wit . . . bestows lightness on the most ponderous
cogitations.” —The New Yorker
A finalist for the National Book Award and National Book Critics Circle Award, here is
an evocative novel about female friendship in the glittering 1980s. Alison and Veronica
meet amid the nocturnal glamour of 1980s New York: One is a young model stumbling
away from the wreck of her career, the other an eccentric middle-aged office temp.
Over the next twenty years their friendship will encompass narcissism and tenderness,
exploitation and self-sacrifice, love and mortality. Moving seamlessly from present and
past, casting a fierce yet compassionate eye on two eras and their fixations, the result
is a work of timeless depth and moral power.
A moving tale of grief, community and the possibility of starting over, by an awardwinning Australian author
In 1861 French silkworm merchant Hervé Joncour travels to Japan, where he
encounters the mysterious Hara Kei. He develops a painful longing for Kei's beautiful
concubine - but they cannot touch; they don't even speak. And he cannot read the note
she sends him until he has returned to his own country. But the moment he does,
Joncour is enslaved.Subtle, tender and surprising, Silk is an evocative tale of erotic
possession.
Page 7/9

Where To Download Silk Alessandro Baricco
By critically acclaimed author Piers Paul Read, Alice in Exile is an exquisite historical
novel featuring Alice Fry--a free-thinking and independent-minded woman in a world
ruled by men--and the two men who love her. It is 1913 when Alice, the daughter of a
radical publisher, meets Edward Cobb, the eligible young son of a baronet who has
recently quit the army to pursue his political ambitions. Edward's family could accept his
liaison with a girl they consider "fast," but when he proposes, they are appalled. When
Alice's father becomes involved in a scandal, it becomes clear that Edward must
choose between Alice and his political career. He breaks off the engagement, unaware
that his lover is expecting his child. Desperate, Alice accepts the offer of a rich and
charming (if somewhat predatory) Baron Rettenberg, returning to Russia with him to
serve as a governess for his children, while Edward marries suitably, but unhappily.
Two of the greatest cataclysms of the twentieth century--the Russian Revolution and
World War I--serve as backdrops to Alice's story as she raises her young son, yearns
for Edward, and begins to fall passionately for the Baron. Alice in Exile is Piers Paul
Read's triumphant return to the fiction for which he is widely hailed--romantic, dramatic,
and rich with historical detail and fascinating characters that make Alice's story an
enchanting and unforgettable read.
Stories take us into other worlds so that we may experience our own more deeply.
Master storyteller Geoff Mead brings the reader inside the experience of telling and
listening to a story. He shows how stories and storytelling engage our imaginations,
strengthen communities and bring adventure and joy into our lives. The narrative is
interspersed with consummate retellings of traditional tales from all over the world.
Shortly before World War II, Etsuko returns to Japan with her infant nephew to dwell in
the foreboding samurai home of her estranged mother, where she struggles to find
inner peace as the world descends into war. A first novel. Reprint. 12,000 first printing.
Herve Joncour, a young French merchant in the 1860s, makes a series of clandestine
journeys across Siberia to Japan to purchase silkworm eggs, and becomes involved
with a Japanese nobleman's concubine
When I was a child, I thought my destiny was to live and die on the banks of the
Xiangjiang River as my family had done for generations. I never imagined that my life
would lead me to the Forbidden City and the court of China’s last Empress. Born in the
middle of nowhere, Yaqian, a little embroidery girl from Hunan Province, finds her way
to the imperial court, a place of intrigue, desire, and treachery. From the bed of an
Emperor, the heart of a Prince, and the right side of an Empress, Yaqian weaves her
way through the most turbulent decades of China’s history and witnesses the fall of the
Qing Dynasty. Fans of Amy Tan, Lisa See, Anchee Min, and Pearl S. Buck are sure to
love this debut novel by Amanda Roberts. This richly descriptive and painstakingly
researched novel brings the opulence of the Qing Court to life as Yaqian and Empress
Cixi's lives intertwine over six decades.
Chengli is an orphaned errand boy who lives in Chang'an China in 630 A.D. His mother
has died from illness and his father is presumed dead after disappearing into the desert
when Chengli was a baby. Now thirteen, Chengli feels ready for independence. He is
drawn to the desert, beckoned by the howling of strange winds and the hope of learning
something about his father--who he was and how he died. Chengli joins a caravan to
travel down the merchant route known as the Silk Road, but it is a dangerous life, as his
father knew. The desert is harsh, and there are many bandits--bandits interested in
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Chengli's caravan because a princess, her servants, and royal guards are traveling with
them. But the desert is full of amazing places and life-changing experiences, as the
feisty princess learns the meaning of friendship and Chengli learns the heroism of
which he is capable.
At the turn of the 20th Century, the great cruise liner Virginia shuttles back and forth
across the Atlantic Ocean, transporting passengers from old Europe to the New World.
When an abandoned baby is found on board the sailors christen Novecento – 1900.
The child is destined to a strange fate. Novecento will never leave the ship as long as
he lives, yet he becomes the greatest jazz musician the world would never know. He
only knows his music, which has a magical effect on everyone who hears. For six years
before World War II, Tim Tooney played trumpet with him and Novecento gave him his
story... Adapted for film in The Legend of 1900, this stage adaptation presented as a
monologue, is a beautiful piece of theatre.
Longing for sophistication in spite of her limited prospects as a servant, Sri Lankan-born
Latha strives for the dignity and freedoms enjoyed by the privileged daughter of her
employers, while Biso, a devoted mother, flees her abusive husband in search of a
better life in the mountains. A first novel.
An unforgettable fable about the brutality of war – and one girl's quest for revenge and
healing, from the author of the acclaimed international bestseller Silk.When – in an
unnamed place and time – Manuel Roca's enemies hunt him down to kill him, they fail
to discover Nina, his youngest child, hidden in a hole beneath his farmhouse floor. After
this carnage Tito, one of the murderers, discovers Nina's trapdoor. Enthralled by the
sight of Nina's perfect innocence, he keeps quiet. By the time she has grown up, Nina's
innocence will have bloomed into something else altogether, and one by one the
wartime hunters will become the peacetime hunted. But not until a striking old woman
calls upon a familiar old man selling newspapers in town can we know what Nina will
ultimately make of her brutal legacy.
“Every time I find the meaning of life, they change it.” The words of Reinhold Niebuhr
provide the title and set the tone for what is a wryly humorous look at some of the great
philosophical pronouncements on the most important question we can face. Daniel
Klein’s philosophical journey began fifty years ago with just this conundrum; he began
an undergraduate degree in philosophy at Harvard University to glean some clue as to
what the answer could be. Now in his seventies, Klein looks back at the wise words of
the great philosophers and considers how his own life has measured up. Told with the
same brilliantly dry sense of humour that made Travels with Epicurus a Sunday Times
bestseller, Every Time I Find the Meaning of Life, They Change It is a pithy, dry, and
eminently readable commentary on one of the most profound subjects there is.
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