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The book explores patterns of wartime sexual violence against men, and
presents survivors’, but also perpetrators’ stories.
Civilians in Africa's conflict zones, particularly women and children, are often
vulnerable to sexual violence, including rape, mutilation and sexual slavery,
carried out by government security forces and non-state actors. While such
abuses are by no means limited to Africa, weak justice systems in many African
states can mean that victims have little legal redress. This book examines the
issue of sexual violence in African conflicts and reports on the programs
Congress seeks to address them through legislation, hearings, and other
congressional actions.
In this book, militarization, nationalism, and globalization are scrutinized at sites
of violent conflict from a range of feminist pespectives.
Rape is common during wartime, but even within the context of the same war,
some armed groups perpetrate rape on a massive scale while others never do. In
Rape during Civil War Dara Kay Cohen examines variation in the severity and
perpetrators of rape using an original dataset of reported rape during all major
civil wars from 1980 to 2012. Cohen also conducted extensive fieldwork,
including interviews with perpetrators of wartime rape, in three postconflict
counties, finding that rape was widespread in the civil wars of the Sierra Leone
and Timor-Leste but was far less common during El Salvador's civil war. Cohen
argues that armed groups that recruit their fighters through the random abduction
of strangers use rape—and especially gang rape—to create bonds of loyalty and
trust between soldiers. The statistical evidence confirms that armed groups that
recruit using abduction are more likely to perpetrate rape than are groups that
use voluntary methods, even controlling for other confounding factors. Important
findings from the fieldwork—across cases—include that rape, even when it occurs
on a massive scale, rarely seems to be directly ordered. Instead, former fighters
describe participating in rape as a violent socialization practice that served to cut
ties with fighters’ past lives and to signal their commitment to their new groups.
Results from the book lay the groundwork for the systematic analysis of an
understudied form of civilian abuse. The book will also be useful to policymakers
and organizations seeking to understand and to mitigate the horrors of wartime
rape.
Domestic Abuse and Human Rights' presents an overview of the relevance of the
European Convention on Human Rights to domestic abuse. It has three aims:
first, to consider the relevant case law and application of the key articles to
questions around domestic abuse; second, to consider at a theoretical level the
balance between protection and autonomy at the heart of the legal response to
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domestic abuse; third, to propose practical application of a human rights
approach to issues around domestic abuse, with particular emphasis placed on
the significance of the Istanbul Convention on Preventing and Combatting
Violence against Women.0The book argues that a human rights approach
requires states to take a proactive stance towards domestic abuse. It should no
longer be regarded as a private matter, but as a human rights approach
mandating state intervention, although within limits. So understood the European
Convention on Human Rights provides a powerful impetus for states to ensure an
effective response to the major problem of domestic abuse.
Rape and other forms of sexual violence have always been a feature of war. Yet
it is only fairly recently that researchers have identified rape as a deliberate tool
of war-making rather than simply an inevitable side effect of armed conflict. Much
of the emerging literature has suggested that the underlying causes of rape stem
from a single motivation-whether individual, symbolic, or strategic-leading to
disagreement in the field about how we can understand and respond to the
causes and consequences of sexual violence in war. In Rape Loot Pillage, Sara
Meger argues that sexual violence is a form of gender-based political violence
(perpetrated against both men and women) and a manifestation of unequal
gender relations that are exacerbated by the social, political, and economic
conditions of war. She looks at trends in the form and function of sexual violence
in recent and ongoing conflicts to contend that, in different contexts, sexual
violence takes different forms and is used in pursuit of different objectives. For
this reason, no single framework for addressing conflict-related sexual violence
will be sufficient. Taking a political economy perspective, Meger maintains that
these variations can be explained by broader struggles over territory, assets, and
other productive resources that motivate contemporary armed conflicts. Sexual
violence is a reflection of global political economic struggles, and can't be
addressed only at the local level-it must be addressed through regional and
international policy. She concludes by providing some initial ideas about how this
can be done via the UN and national governments.
All too often in conflict situations, rape is referred to as a 'weapon of war', a term
presented as self-explanatory through its implied storyline of gender and warring.
In this provocative but much-needed book, Eriksson Baaz and Stern challenge
the dominant understandings of sexual violence in conflict and post-conflict
settings. Reading with and against feminist analyses of the interconnections
between gender, warring, violence and militarization, the authors address many
of the thorny issues inherent in the arrival of sexual violence on the global
security agenda. Based on original fieldwork in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, as well as research material from other conflict zones, Sexual Violence
as a Weapon of War? challenges the recent prominence given to sexual
violence, bravely highlighting various problems with isolating sexual violence
from other violence in war. A much-anticipated book by two acknowledged
experts in the field, on an issue that has become an increasingly important
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security, legal and gender topic.
This is the first book to analyse the use of rape as a tactic of war and international progress
away from tacit acceptance to active rejection of this violation of international law. Including
powerful testimonies of victims, it is a much-needed volume for academic and professional
communities.
A free open access ebook is available upon publication. Learn more at www.luminosoa.org.
Although wartime sexual violence against men occurs more frequently than is commonly
assumed, its dynamics are remarkably underexplored, and male survivors’ experiences
remain particularly overlooked. This reality is poignant in northern Uganda, where sexual
violence against men during the early stages of the conflict was geographically widespread, yet
now accounts of those incidents are not just silenced and neglected locally but also widely
absent from analyses of the war. Based on rare empirical data, this book seeks to remedy this
marginalization and to illuminate the seldom-heard voices of male sexual violence survivors in
northern Uganda, bringing to light their experiences of gendered harms, agency, and justice.
Exploring the links between armed conflict and transnational crime, Florian Weigand builds on
in-depth empirical research into some of Southeast Asia’s murkiest borders. The disparate
voices of drug traffickers, rebel fighters, government officials and victims of armed conflict are
heard in Conflict and Transnational Crime, exploring perspectives that have been previously
disregarded in understanding the field.
"Excellent, well-documented, thoughtful, and comprehensive, Forgetting Children Born of War
challenges the prevailing discourse on human rights and humanitarian intervention."-ALISON
BRYSK, University of California, Irvine.
Since the 1990s, sexual violence in conflict zones has received much media attention. In large
part as a result of grassroots feminist organizing in the 1970s and 1980s, mass rapes in the
wars in the former Yugoslavia and during the Rwandan genocide received widespread
coverage, and international organizations—from courts to NGOs to the UN—have engaged in
systematic efforts to hold perpetrators accountable and to ameliorate the effects of wartime
sexual violence. Yet many millennia of conflict preceded these developments, and we know
little about the longer-term history of conflict-based sexual violence. Sexual Violence in Conflict
Zones helps to fill in the historical gaps. It provides insight into subjects that are of deep
concern to the human rights community, such as the aftermath of conflict-based sexual
violence, legal strategies for prosecuting it, the economic functions of sexual violence, and the
ways perceived religious or racial difference can create or aggravate settings of sexual danger.
Essays in the volume span a broad geographic, chronological, and thematic scope, touching
on the ancient world, medieval Europe, the American Revolutionary War, precolonial and
colonial Africa, Muslim Central Asia, the two world wars, and the Bangladeshi War of
Independence. By considering a wide variety of cases, the contributors analyze the factors
making sexual violence in conflict zones more or less likely and the resulting trauma more or
less devastating. Topics covered range from the experiences of victims and the motivations of
perpetrators, to the relationship between wartime and peacetime sexual violence, to the
historical background of the contemporary feminist-inflected human rights moment. In bringing
together historical and contemporary perspectives, this wide-ranging collection provides
historians and human rights activists with tools for understanding long-term consequences of
sexual violence as war-ravaged societies struggle to achieve postconflict stability.
Sexual violence against men is an under-theorised and under-noticed topic, though it is
becoming increasingly apparent that this form of violence is widespread. Yet despite emerging
evidence documenting its incidence, especially in conflict and post-conflict zones, efforts to
understand its causes and develop strategies to reduce it are hampered by a dearth of
theoretical engagement. One of the reasons that might explain its empirical invisibility and
theoretical vacuity is its complicated relationship with sexual violence against women. The
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latter is evident empirically, theoretically, and politically, but the relationship between these
violences conjures a range of complex and controversial questions about the ways they might
be different, and why and how these differences matter. It is the case that sexual violence
(when noticed at all) has historically been understood to happen largely, if not only, to women,
allegedly because of their gender and their ensuing place in gender orders. This begs
important questions regarding the impact of increasing knowledge about sexual violence
against men, including the impact on resources, on understandings about, and experiences of
masculinity, and whether the idea and practice of gender hierarchy is outdated. This book
engages this diverse set of questions and offers fresh analysis on the incidences of sexual
violence against men using both new and existing data. Additionally, the authors pay close
attention to some of the controversial debates in the context of sexual violence against men,
revisiting and asking new questions about the vexed issue of masculinities and related theories
of gender hierarchy. The book will be of great interest to students and scholars of sex, gender,
masculinities, corporeality, violence, and global politics, as well as to practitioners and activists.
This book brings together a unique blend of researchers, civil society and community activists
all working on different aspects of conflict sexual violence on the African continent. The
contributions included here offer a detailed reading of the social and political climate within
which some patterns of sexual violence unfold, and the increased policy and institutional
responses shaping post-conflict environments. The chapters are organized around three main
themes: the continuities between conflict sexual violence and post-conflict insecurity; the
troubling category of "victim" and its representation in post-conflict settings; and the
international contexts – such as international programming, aid and justice interventions – that
shape how conflict sexual violence is addressed. The authors come to the topic from various
academic disciplines - anthropology, gender studies, law, and psychology - and from different
non-academic contexts, including civil society organizations in affected regions, and policy and
activist organizations in the Global North. Collectively the chapters in this volume offer complex
and detailed analysis of some of the debates and dynamics shaping contemporary
understandings of conflict sexual violence, highlighting, in turn, new insights and emerging
topics on which further research and advocacy is needed.

Global policy highlights the importance of women's participation in peace
processes and peacebuilding. Yet the impact of international commitments is not
felt on the ground. Most peace agreements do not address the specific concerns
of women. And women are still excluded from political processes. This volume
presents nine articles drawn from previous editions of Accord that examine the
roles women have played in addressing violence and building peace. The case
studies cover a period from 1998 to 2010 and contexts as far apart as
Bougainville and Sierra Leone, Aceh and Northern Ireland. They document
women's first hand peacebuilding practice: the challenges they faced, the
opportunities they created and the lessons they have drawn from their
experiences. The articles depict women in different contexts taking varying
approaches to peacebuilding. They demonstrate women peace activists'
resilience and innovation to influence those set on violence, to mediate and
promote reconciliation, and women's capacity to mobilise and organise for peace
despite exclusion from official negotiations.
The ebook edition of this title is Open Access, thanks to Knowledge Unlatched
funding, and freely available to read online.Drawing on historical and
contemporary case studies, this book delves into visual and text-based materials
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to unpack gender-based violence(s) perpetrated and experienced by both sexes
within and beyond the conflict zone.
This book expands the current 'weapon of war' discourse on sexual violence,
highlighting a wider spectrum of conflict-related violence against women.
Globally, 426 million children live in conflict zones today. We estimate that a
staggering 72 million of them, or one in six, live 50 kilometres or closer to
conflicts where armed groups or forces have perpetrated sexual violence against
children during the last year. This report presents the very first quantitative
analysis of the risk of sexual violence against children in conflict for the period
1990-2019.
From Christina Lamb, the coauthor of the bestselling I Am Malala and an awardwinning journalist—an essential, groundbreaking examination of how women
experience war. In Our Bodies, Their Battlefields, longtime intrepid war
correspondent Christina Lamb makes us witness to the lives of women in
wartime. An award-winning war correspondent for twenty-five years (she’s never
had a female editor) Lamb reports two wars—the “bang-bang” war and the story
of how the people behind the lines live and survive. At the same time, since men
usually act as the fighters, women are rarely interviewed about their experience
of wartime, other than as grieving widows and mothers, though their experience
is markedly different from that of the men involved in battle. Lamb chronicles
extraordinary tragedy and challenges in the lives of women in wartime. And none
is more devastating than the increase of the use of rape as a weapon of war.
Visiting warzones including the Congo, Rwanda, Nigeria, Bosnia, and Iraq, and
spending time with the Rohingya fleeing Myanmar, she records the harrowing
stories of survivors, from Yazidi girls kept as sex slaves by ISIS fighters and the
beekeeper risking his life to rescue them; to the thousands of schoolgirls
abducted across northern Nigeria by Boko Haram, to the Congolese gynecologist
who stitches up more rape victims than anyone on earth. Told as a journey, and
structured by country, Our Bodies, Their Battlefields gives these women voice.
We have made significant progress in international women’s rights, but across
the world women are victimized by wartime atrocities that are rarely recorded,
much less punished. The first ever prosecution for war rape was in 1997 and
there have been remarkably few convictions since, as if rape doesn’t matter in
the reckoning of war, only killing. Some courageous women in countries around
the world are taking things in their own hands, hunting down the war criminals
themselves, trying to trap them through Facebook. In this profoundly important
book, Christina Lamb shines a light on some of the darkest parts of the human
experience—so that we might find a new way forward. Our Bodies, Their
Battlefields is as inspiring and empowering is as it is urgent, a clarion call for
necessary change.
This wide-ranging collection of essays elaborates on some of the most pressing
issues in contemporary postcolonial society in their transition from conflict and
contestation to dialogue and resolution. It explores from new angles questions of
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violent conflict, forced migration, trafficking and deportation, human rights,
citizenship, transitional justice and cosmopolitanism. The volume focuses more
specifically on the gendering of violence from a postcolonial perspective as it
analyses unique cases that disrupt traditional visions of violence by including the
history of empire and colony, and its legacies that continue to influence presentday configurations of gender, race, nationality, class and sexuality. Part One
maps out the gendered and racialized contours of conflict zones, from war zones,
prisons and refugee camps to peacekeeping missions and humanitarian aid,
reframing the field and establishing connections between colonial legacies and
postcolonial dynamics. Part Two explores how these conflict zones are played
out not just outside but also within Europe, demonstrating that multicultural
Europe is fraught with different legacies of violence and postcolonial melancholia.
Part Three gives an idea of the kind of future that can be offered to post-conflict
societies, defined as contact zones, by exploring opportunities for dialogue,
restoration and reconciliation that can be envisaged from a gendered and
postcolonial perspective through alternative feminist practices and the work of art
and their redemptive power in mobilizing social change or increasing national
healing processes. Though strongly anchored in postcolonial critique, the
chapters draw from a range of traditions and expertise, including conflict studies,
gender theory, visual studies, (new) media theory, sociology, race theory,
international security studies and religion studies.
An irresistible tome from the insurrectionist theoretician, Hakim Bey. His
incendiary words are beautifully illustrated by the renowned collage artist Freddie
Baer. The result is a delightful compilation by two talented artists. A must read for
those who have followed their work for years. In this collection of essays, Bey
expounds upon his ideas concerning radical social reorganization and the
liberation of desire. Immediatism is another lyrical romp through intellectual
corridors of spirituality and politics originally set forth in his groundbreaking book,
TAZ. A stunning achievement from this prodigious author and scholar. "A Blake
Angel on Acid."--Robert Anton Wilson "Fascinating..."--William S. Burroughs
"Exquisite..."--Allen Ginsberg
Throughout history, women have often borne the brunt of conflict, not least when rape
and sexual violence are used as weapons of war. But while the role of women as
victims of violence is well documented, we often forget that women can also be
perpetrators. In a small but significant number of cases, women in conflict zones have
participated in horrific acts of rape, torture, and sexual abuse. This book uncovers the
stories of these women, and asks what their crimes can tell us about our broader
conceptions of war, violence, and gender. Weaving together case studies ranging from
Nazi Germany to the women of 'Islamic State', Sjoberg provides an affecting and
provocative account of women in wartime, one which upends the stereotypes and
sensationalism of mainstream accounts. Sjoberg shows that our perceptions of sexual
violence have too often allowed female perpetrators to remain invisible, and her work
therefore sheds vital light on a neglected area of modern conflict, while also pointing to
practical ways in which we can improve policy and advocacy work on war rape.
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"In it's first part, the Global Overview, the report profiles documented conflict-related
sexual violence in 51 countries - in Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe and the Middle
East - that have experienced armed conflict over the past twenty years. The second
part of the report, entitled Implications for the Security Sector, explores strategies for
security and justice actors to prevent and respond to sexual violence in armed conflict
and post-conflict situations"--P. 4 of cover.
This report is part of WHO's response to the 49th World Health Assembly held in 1996
which adopted a resolution declaring violence a major and growing public health
problem across the world. It is aimed largely at researchers and practitioners including
health care workers, social workers, educators and law enforcement officials.
Every year, hundreds of thousands of women become victims of sexual violence in
conflict zones around the world; in the Democratic Republic of Congo alone,
approximately 1,100 rapes are reported each month. This book offers a comprehensive
analysis of the causes, consequences and responses to sexual violence in
contemporary armed conflict. It explores the function and effect of wartime sexual
violence and examines the conditions that make women and girls most vulnerable to
these acts both before, during and after conflict. To understand the motivations of the
men (and occasionally women) who perpetrate this violence, the book analyzes the role
played by systemic and situational factors such as patriarchy and militarized
masculinity. Difficult questions of accountability are tackled; in particular, the case of
child soldiers, who often suffer a double victimization when forced to commit sexual
atrocities. The book concludes by looking at strategies of prevention and protection as
well as new programs being set up on the ground to support the rehabilitation of
survivors and their communities. Sexual violence in war has long been a taboo subject
but, as this book shows, new and courageous steps are at last being taken Ð at both
local and international level - to end what has been called the “greatest silence in
history”.
The book explores patterns of wartime sexual violence against men, and presents
survivors', but also perpetrators' stories.
This volume presents research from an international, interdisciplinary, and intersectoral
research project in which 15 doctoral researchers explored a range of issues related to
the life-course experiences of children born of war in 20th-century conflicts. Children
Born of War (CBOW), children fathered by foreign soldiers and born to local mothers
during and after armed conflicts, have long been neglected in the research of the social
consequences of war. Based on research projects completed under the auspices of the
Horizon2020-funded international and interdisciplinary research and training network
CHIBOW (www.chibow.org), this book examines the psychological and social impact of
war on these children. It focusses on three separate but interrelated themes: firstly, it
explores methodological and ethical issues related to research with war-affected
populations in general and children born of war in particular. Secondly, it presents
innovative historical research focussing specifically on geopolitical areas that have
hitherto been unexplored; and thirdly, it addresses, from a psychological and psychiatric
perspective, the challenges faced by children born of war in post-conflict communities,
including stigmatisation, discrimination, within the significant context of identity
formation when faced with contested memories of volatile post-war experiences. The
book offers an insight into the social consequences of war for those children associated
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with the ‘enemy’ by virtue of their direct biological link.
Societal turbulence, state collapse, religious and ethnic conflict, poverty, hunger, and
social exclusion all underlie children's involvement in armed conflict. Drawing from
empirical studies in eleven conflict-ridden countries, including Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Colombia, Uganda, Palestine, Somalia, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Sudan, and
South Sudan, Children Affected by Armed Conflict crosses cultures and contexts to
capture a range of perspectives on the realities of armed conflict and its aftermath for
children. Children Affected by Armed Conflict upends traditional views by emphasizing
the experience of girls as well as boys, the unique social and contextual backgrounds of
war-affected children, and the resilience and agency such children often display.
Including children who are victims of, participants in, and witnesses to armed conflict in
their analyses, the contributors to this volume highlight innovative methodologies that
directly involve war-affected children in the research process. This validates the
perspectives of children and ensures more effective outcomes in postwar reintegration
and recovery. Deficits-based models do not account for the realities many war-affected
children face. The alternative approaches presented in this edited collection—which
acknowledge the realities of both trauma and resilience—aim to generate more effective
policies and intervention strategies in the face of a growing global public health crisis.

Annotation In this book, militarization, nationalism, and globalization are
scrutinized at sites of violent conflict from a range of feminist pespectives.
Born of War examines the human rights of children born of wartime rape and
sexual exploitation in conflict zones worldwide. Detailing the multiple impacts of
armed conflict on these children's survival, protection and membership rights, the
case studies suggest that these children constitute a particularly vulnerable
category in conflict zones. They often face risks such as discrimination,
infanticide, loss of health care, education and other rights granted to the rest of
the community's children.The contributors to this collection have the stated goal
of using their research to advocate for greater representation of this group in
international human rights law where their experiences have so far been ignored.
A wide variety of case studies show that every community responds to these
children in different ways. The exploration into why this is so reveals much that
contemporary humanitarianism will find valuable.
The debate about the role of women in war, violent conflict and the military is not
only a long and ongoing one; it is also a heated and controversial one. The
contributions to this anthology come from experts in the field who approach the
topic from various angles thus offering different and, at times, diverging
perspectives. The reader will therefore gain in-depth insight into the most
important aspects and positions in the debate.
Very few women are wartime rapists. Very few women issue commands to
commit sexual violence. Very few women play a role in making war plans that
feature the intentional sexual violation of other women. This book is about those
very few women. Women as Wartime Rapists reveals the stories of female
perpetrators of sexual violence and their place in wartime conflict, legal policy,
and the punishment of sexual violence. More broadly, Laura Sjoberg asks, what
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do the actions and perceptions of female perpetrators of sexual violence reveal
about our broader conceptions of war, violence, sexual assault, and gender? This
book explores specific historical case studies, such as Nazi Germany, Serbia, the
contemporary case of ISIS, and others, to understand how and why women
participate in rape during war and conflict. Sjoberg examines the contrast
between the visibility of female victims and the invisibility of female perpetrators,
as well as the distinction between rape and genocidal rape, which is used as a
weapon against a particular ethnic or national group. Further, she explores
women’s engagement with genocidal rape and how some orchestrated the
ethnic cleansing of entire regions. A provocative approach to a sensationalized
topic, Women as Wartime Rapists offers important insights into not only the topic
of female perpetrators of wartime sexual violence, but to larger notions of gender
and violence with crucial cultural, legal, and political implications.
Sexual violence in conflict is not simply a gross violation of human rights—it is also
a security challenge.
An examination of the violence perpetrated against women in politically conflicted
or militarized areas.
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