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This book draws on the stories and words of over a hundred farm families in an average county in Georgia's prime
agricultural region to construct an account of the disaster years and their consequences.
The agriculture sector around the world has experienced profound changes in recent years. This unique and pathbreaking Handbook draws together the best current research in the area of entrepreneurship in agriculture, food
production and rural development. Agriculture policy reforms have impacted farm incomes, while demand side changes
have required the development of sophisticated market driven strategies. Farmers have demonstrated uneven abilities to
adapt and adjust to these ongoing changes. The ability and propensity of farmers to engage in entrepreneurial behaviors
is a key explanation of the different patterns of responses within the sector. This book examines these issues through
three main themes. The first theme focuses on the firm and the individual entrepreneurs, exploring entrepreneurship
within the farm sector. The second takes a sector and industry perspective, exploring new developments in food
production and distribution systems. The third theme explores the inter-relationship between agricultural
entrepreneurship and its spatial context. Contributions are drawn from international research settings (Scandinavia,
Europe, Asia, North America, Australasia) and offer an interdisciplinary approach to the subject. This astute Handbook,
which will challenge and enrich the current literature, will appeal to academics in entrepreneurship, small business
studies, agriculture, rural studies, rural sociology and agricultural economics, as well as food industry economists,
policymakers and all those interested in supporting agricultural and rural businesses.
Interrogates the narratives of "land grabbing" and "agricultural investment" through detailed local studies that illuminate
how these are experienced on the ground and the implications for Africa's land and agricultural economy.
The State of the World's Land and Water Resources for Food and Agriculture is FAO's first flagship publication on the
global status of land and water resources. It is an 'advocacy' report, to be published every three to five years, and
targeted at senior level decision makers in agriculture as well as in other sectors. SOLAW is aimed at sensitizing its
target audience on the status of land resources at global and regional levels and FAO's viewpoint on appropriate
recommendations for policy formulation. SOLAW focuses on these key dimensions of analysis: (i) quantity, quality of land
and water resources, (ii) the rate of use and sustainable management of these resources in the context of relevant socioeconomic driving factors and concerns, including food security and poverty, and climate change. This is the first time that
a global, baseline status report on land and water resources has been made. It is based on several global spatial
databases (e.g. land suitability for agriculture, land use and management, land and water degradation and depletion) for
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which FAO is the world-recognized data source. Topical and emerging issues on land and water are dealt with in an
integrated rather than sectoral manner. The implications of the status and trends are used to advocate remedial
interventions which are tailored to major farming systems within different geographic regions.
"A powerful polemic against agricultural technology." —Nature A major new book that shows the world already has the
tools to feed itself, without expanding industrial agriculture or adopting genetically modified seeds, from the Small Planet
Institute expert Few challenges are more daunting than feeding a global population projected to reach 9.7 billion in
2050—at a time when climate change is making it increasingly difficult to successfully grow crops. In response, corporate
and philanthropic leaders have called for major investments in industrial agriculture, including genetically modified seed
technologies. Reporting from Africa, Mexico, India, and the United States, Timothy A. Wise’s Eating Tomorrow discovers
how in country after country agribusiness and its well-heeled philanthropic promoters have hijacked food policies to feed
corporate interests. Most of the world, Wise reveals, is fed by hundreds of millions of small-scale farmers, people with
few resources and simple tools but a keen understanding of what and how to grow food. These same farmers—who
already grow more than 70 percent of the food eaten in developing countries—can show the way forward as the world
warms and population increases. Wise takes readers to remote villages to see how farmers are rebuilding soils with
ecologically sound practices and nourishing a diversity of native crops without chemicals or imported seeds. They are
growing more and healthier food; in the process, they are not just victims in the climate drama but protagonists who have
much to teach us all.
China is perhaps the most prominent example of a developing country that has transitioned from taxing to supporting agriculture. In recent
years, Chinese price supports and subsidies have risen at an accelerating pace after they were linked to rising production costs. Per-acre
subsidy payments to grain producers now equal 7 to 15 percent of those producers' gross income, but grain payments appear to have little
influence on production decisions. Chinese authorities began raising price supports annually to bolster incentives, and Chinese prices for
major farm commodities are rising above world prices, helping to attract a surge of agricultural imports. U.S. agricultural exports to China
tripled in value during the period when China's agricultural support was accelerating. Overall, China's expansion of support is loosely
constrained by World Trade Organization (WTO) commitments, but the country's price-support programs could exceed WTO limits in coming
years. Chinese officials promise to continue increasing domestic policy support for agriculture, but the mix of policies may evolve as the
Chinese agricultural sector becomes more commercialized and faces competitive pressures.
Agricultural mechanization in Africa south of the Sahara — especially for small farms and businesses — requires a new paradigm to meet the
needs of the continent’s evolving farming systems. Can Asia, with its recent success in adopting mechanization, offer a model for Africa? An
Evolving Paradigm of Agricultural Mechanization Development analyzes the experiences of eight Asian and five African countries. The
authors explore crucial government roles in boosting and supporting mechanization, from import policies to promotion policies to public good
policies. Potential approaches presented to facilitating mechanization in Africa include prioritizing market-led hiring services, eliminating
Page 2/6

Get Free Rural Farmers Benefits From Agricultural Modernization In
distortions, and developing appropriate technologies for the African context. The role of agricultural mechanization within overall agricultural
and rural transformation strategies in Africa is also discussed. The book’s recommendations and insights should be useful to national
policymakers and the development community, who can adapt this knowledge to local contexts and use it as a foundation for further
research.
This report aims to identify the different scenarios where the process of digital transformation is taking place in agriculture. This identifies
those aspects of basic conditions, such as those of infrastructure and networks, affordability, education and institutional support. In addition,
enablers are identified, which are the factors that allow adopting and integrating changes in the production and decision-making processes.
Finally identify through cases, existing literature and reports how substantive changes are taking place in the adoption of digital technologies
in agriculture.
The Government of Kazakhstan has requested support from the World Bank for an Agricultural Post-privatization Assistance Project to
support the development and commercialization of privatized farms and commercialization of privatized farms and agroenterprises in two
areas of the country and thus improve rural productivity and incomes. The social assessment (SA) of this project aims to understand the roles
and status of different stakeholders in the privatization and restructuring process, and to identify ways to maximize benefits and mitigate
possible negative impacts of the project. This notes summarizes the implementation of the process, the key social development concerns, the
institutional and organizational issues, and the recommendations of the SA.
Modern farm policy emerged in the United States in 1862, leading to an industrialized agriculture that made the farm sector collectively more
successful even as many individual farmers failed. Ever since, a healthy farm economy has been seen as the key to flourishing rural
communities, and the problems of rural nonfarmers, former farmers, nonfarm residents, and unfarmed regions were ignored by policymakers.
In The Failure of National Rural Policy, William P. Browne blends history, politics, and economics to show that federal government emphasis
on farm productivity has failed to meet broader rural needs and actually has increased rural poverty. He explains how strong public
institutions, which developed agrarianism, led to narrowed concepts of the public interest. Reviewing past efforts to expand farm policy
benefits to other rural residents, Browne documents the fragmentation of farm policy within the agricultural establishment as farm services
grew, the evolution of political turf protection, and the resultant difficulties of rural advocacy. Arguing for an integrated theory of governing
institutions and related political interests, he maintains that nonfarm rural society can make a realistic claim for public policy assistance.
Written informally, each chapter is followed by comments on the implications of its topics and summaries of key points. The book will serve as
a stimulating text for students of public policy, national affairs, rural sociology, and community development--as well as anyone concerned
with the future of agrarian America.

This project aimed to provide improved tools and processes to evaluate the economic and environmental benefits, and risks,
associated with technologies that address spatial variability in Australian farming systems. The research was based on two case
studies and revolved around the decisions faced by farmers seeking to manage spatial variability, as observed through yield maps,
on their grain farms. Such an approach allowed farmers to explore the value of the technologies in a real-life situation.
This book deals with an agricultural production and marketing system known as contract farming (CF). In this system, a public or
private agency purchases the crops of independent farmers through contracts, often providing inputs, technical assistance and
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marketing. CF has a long history in developed countries and has spread to the Third World. The book uses case studies from
North America, Latin America and Africa to assess the experience to date and provide guidelines for the use of CF in the future.
The Farm Bill is one of the most important pieces of legislation the American president signs. Negotiated every five to seven years,
it has tremendous implications for food production, nutrition assistance, habitat conservation, international trade, and much more.
Yet at nearly 1,000 pages, it is difficult to understand for policymakers, let alone citizens. In this primer, Dan Imhoff and Christina
Badaracco translate all the "legalease" and political jargon into an accessible, graphics-rich 200 pages. Readers will learn the
basic elements of the bill, its origins and history, and perhaps most importantly, the battles that will determine the direction of food
policy in the coming years. The authors trace how the legislation has evolved, from its first incarnation during the Great
Depression, to today, when America has become the world's leading agricultural powerhouse. They explain the three main
components of the bill--farm subsidies, food stamps or SNAP, and conservation programs--as well as how crucial public policies
are changing. As Congress ramps up debate about the next farm bill, we all need to understand the implications of their decisions.
Will there be limits on subsidies to huge agribusinesses? Can we shift toward programs that reward sustainable farming practices?
Will hungry kids get the help they need? These are questions that affect not only farmers, but everyone who eats. You have a
stake in the answers. The Farm Bill is your guide.
A joint FAO and World Bank study which shows how the farming systems approach can be used to identify priorities for the
reduction of hunger and poverty in the main farming systems of the six major developing regions of the world.
How we produce and consume food has a bigger impact on Americans' well-being than any other human activity. The food
industry is the largest sector of our economy; food touches everything from our health to the environment, climate change,
economic inequality, and the federal budget. From the earliest developments of agriculture, a major goal has been to attain
sufficient foods that provide the energy and the nutrients needed for a healthy, active life. Over time, food production, processing,
marketing, and consumption have evolved and become highly complex. The challenges of improving the food system in the 21st
century will require systemic approaches that take full account of social, economic, ecological, and evolutionary factors. Policy or
business interventions involving a segment of the food system often have consequences beyond the original issue the intervention
was meant to address. A Framework for Assessing Effects of the Food System develops an analytical framework for assessing
effects associated with the ways in which food is grown, processed, distributed, marketed, retailed, and consumed in the United
States. The framework will allow users to recognize effects across the full food system, consider all domains and dimensions of
effects, account for systems dynamics and complexities, and choose appropriate methods for analysis. This report provides
example applications of the framework based on complex questions that are currently under debate: consumption of a healthy and
safe diet, food security, animal welfare, and preserving the environment and its resources. A Framework for Assessing Effects of
the Food System describes the U.S. food system and provides a brief history of its evolution into the current system. This report
identifies some of the real and potential implications of the current system in terms of its health, environmental, and socioeconomic
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effects along with a sense for the complexities of the system, potential metrics, and some of the data needs that are required to
assess the effects. The overview of the food system and the framework described in this report will be an essential resource for
decision makers, researchers, and others to examine the possible impacts of alternative policies or agricultural or food processing
practices.
Africa requires a new agricultural transformation that is appropriate for Africa, that recognizes the continent's diverse environments and
climates, and that takes into account its histories and cultures while benefiting rural smallholder farmers and their families. In this boldly
optimistic book, Sir Gordon Conway, Ousmane Badiane, and Katrin Glatzel describe the key challenges faced by Africa's smallholder farmers
and present the concepts and practices of Sustainable Intensification (SI) as opportunities to sustainably transform Africa's agriculture sector
and the livelihoods of millions of smallholders. The way forward, they write, will be an agriculture sector deeply rooted within SI: producing
more with less, using fertilizers and pesticides more prudently, adapting to climate change, improving natural capital, adopting new
technologies, and building resilience at every stage of the agriculture value chain. Food for All in Africa envisions a virtuous circle generated
through agricultural development rooted in SI that results in greater yields, healthier diets, improved livelihoods for farmers, and sustainable
economic opportunities for the rural poor that in turn generate further investment. It describes the benefits of digital technologies for farmers
and the challenges of transforming African agricultural policies and creating effective and inspiring leadership. Food for All in Africa
demonstrates why we should take on the challenge and provides ideas and methods through which it can be met.
Stylized facts set agendas and shape debates. In rapidly changing and data scarce environments, they also risk being ill-informed, outdated
and misleading. So, following higher food prices since the 2008 world food crisis, robust economic growth and rapid urbanization, and climatic
change, is conventional wisdom about African agriculture and rural livelihoods still accurate? Or is it more akin to myth than fact? The essays
in “Agriculture in Africa †“ Telling Myths from Facts†? aim to set the record straight. They exploit newly gathered, nationally representative,
geo-referenced information at the household and plot level, from six African countries. In these new Living Standard Measurement StudyIntegrated Surveys on Agriculture, every aspect of farming and non-farming life is queried—from the plots farmers cultivate, the crops they
grow, the harvest that is achieved, and the inputs they use, to all the other sources of income they rely on and the risks they face. Together
the surveys cover more than 40 percent of the Sub-Saharan African population. In all, sixteen conventional wisdoms are examined, relating to
four themes: the extent of farmer’s engagement in input, factor and product markets; the role of off-farm activities; the technology and
farming systems used; and the risk environment farmers face. Some striking surprises, in true myth-busting fashion, emerge. And a number
of new issues are also thrown up. The studies bring a more refined, empirically grounded understanding of the complex reality of African
agriculture. They also confirm that investing in regular, nationally representative data collection yields high social returns.
America's farms and farmers are integral to the U.S. economy and, more broadly, to the nation's social and cultural fabric. A healthy
agricultural sector helps ensure a safe and reliable food supply, improves energy security, and contributes to employment and economic
development, traditionally in small towns and rural areas where farming serves as a nexus for related sectors from farm machinery
manufacturing to food processing. The agricultural sector also plays a role in the nation's overall economic growth by providing crucial raw
inputs for the production of a wide range of goods and services, including many that generate substantial export value. If the agricultural
sector is to be accurately understood and the policies that affect its functioning are to remain well informed, the statistical system's data
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collection programs must be periodically revisited to ensure they are keeping up with current realities. This report reviews current information
and makes recommendations to the U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA's) National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) and Economic
Research Service (ERS) to help identify effective methods for collecting data and reporting information about American agriculture, given
increased complexity and other changes in farm business structure in recent decades.
Sacred Cows and Hot Potatoes challenges many of the assumptions of current agricultural policies—such as equating "farm" with "rural," high
farm prices with high farm incomes, or farm programs with food programs—and examines the agrarian roots of these policies. From the origins
of agrarian myths to the latest controversies over farming and the environment, this book provides an overview of the use and abuse of
agrarian values in policymaking. Illustrated with pictures, cartoons, and graphs, the book will appeal to a broad audience, including
policymakers, rural sociologists, agricultural economists, political scientists, ethicists, and the interested public.
The OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2016-2025 provides an assessment of prospects for the coming decade of the agricultural commodity
markets across 41 countries and 12 regions, including OECD countries and key agricultural producers, such as India, China, Brazil, the
Russian Federation and Argentina.
There is currently great concern throughout the world about the environmental problems associated with modern agricultural practices,
particularly soil erosion, the side effects of pollution through excessive use of pesticides and fertilizers, and conservation of wildlife habitats,
amenity landscapes and public recreational areas. Until recently, however, there has been little analysis of these unpriced side-effects, or (in
economists' terms) 'externalities' and the related concept of public goods. This book is one of the first to bring together economic analyses of
these external costs and benefits of agriculture and land use. It is written by authors from the UK, USA and continental Europe and will be of
great interest to agricultural and environmental economists and scientists.
This edited volume “Food Security in Africa” is a collection of reviewed and relevant research chapters offering a comprehensive overview of
recent developments in the field of food safety and availability, water issues, farming and nutrition. The book comprises single chapters
authored by various researchers and edited by an expert active in the public health and food security research area. All chapters are
complete in itself but united under a common research study topic. This publication aims at providing a thorough overview of the latest
research efforts by international authors on Africa’s food security challenges, quality of water, small-scale farming as well as economic and
social challenges that this continent is facing. Hopefully, this volume will open new possible research paths for further novel developments.
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