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Debates about freedom, an ideal continually contested, were first set out in their modern version by the eighteenthcentury French philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau. His ideas and analyses were taken up during the philosophical
enlightenment, often invoked during the French Revolution, and still resonate in contemporary discussions of freedom.
This volume, first published in 2010, examines Rousseau's many approaches to the concept of freedom, in the context of
his thought on literature, religion, music, theater, women, the body, and the arts. Its expert contributors cross disciplinary
frontiers to develop thought-provoking new angles on Rousseau's thought. By taking freedom as the guiding principle of
their analysis, the essays form a cohesive account of Rousseau's writings.
This eBook edition of "The Social Contract" has been formatted to the highest digital standards and adjusted for
readability on all devices. The Social Contract, originally published as On the Social Contract; or, Principles of Political
Rights by Jean-Jacques Rousseau, is a 1762 book in which Rousseau theorized about the best way to establish a
political community in the face of the problems of commercial society, which he had already identified in his Discourse on
Inequality (1754). The Social Contract helped inspire political reforms or revolutions in Europe, especially in France. The
Social Contract argued against the idea that monarchs were divinely empowered to legislate. Rousseau asserts that only
the people, who are sovereign, have that all-powerful right.
A fascinating examination of the relationship between civilization and inequality from one of history’s greatest minds The
first man to erect a fence around a piece of land and declare it his own founded civil society—and doomed mankind to
millennia of war and famine. The dawn of modern civilization, argues Jean-Jacques Rousseau in this essential treatise
on human nature, was also the beginning of inequality. One of the great thinkers of the Enlightenment, Rousseau based
his work in compassion for his fellow man. The great crime of despotism, he believed, was the raising of the cruel above
the weak. In this landmark text, he spells out the antidote for man’s ills: a compassionate revolution to pull up the fences
and restore the balance of mankind. This ebook has been professionally proofread to ensure accuracy and readability on
all devices.
This Norton Critical Edition includes the three most important of Rousseau's political writings: Discourse on Inequality,
Discourse on Political Economy, and On Social Contract.
The Early Political Writings of the German Romantics contains all the essential political writings of Friedrich Schlegel,
Schleiermacher and Novalis during the formative period of romantic thought (1797 to 1803). While the political thought of
the German romantics has been generally recognised as important, it has been little studied, and most of the texts have
been until now unavailable in English. The early romantics had an ambition still relevant to contemporary political
thought: how to find a middle path between conservatism and liberalism, between an ethic of community and the freedom
of the individual. Frederick C. Beiser's edition comprises all kinds of texts relevant for understanding the political ideas of
the early romantic circles in Berlin and Jena - essays, lectures, aphorisms, chapters from books, and jottings from
notebooks. All have been translated anew, many for the first time.
Individualist and communitarian. Anarchist and totalitarian. Classicist and romanticist. Progressive and reactionary. Since
the eighteenth century, Jean-Jacques Rousseau has been said to be all of these things. Few philosophers have been the
subject of as much or as intense debate, yet almost everyone agrees that Rousseau is among the most important and
influential thinkers in the history of political philosophy. This new edition of his major political writings, published in the
year of the three-hundredth anniversary of his birth, renews attention to the perennial importance of Rousseau’s work.
The book brings together superb new translations by renowned Rousseau scholar John T. Scott of three of Rousseau’s
works: the Discourse on the Sciences and Arts, the Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of Inequality Among Men,
and On the Social Contract. The two Discourses show Rousseau developing his well-known conception of the natural
goodness of man and the problems posed by life in society. With the Social Contract, Rousseau became the first major
thinker to argue that democracy is the only legitimate form of political organization. Scott’s extensive introduction
enhances our understanding of these foundational writings, providing background information, social and historical
context, and guidance for interpreting the works. Throughout, translation and editorial notes clarify ideas and terms that
might not be immediately familiar to most readers. The three works collected in The Major Political Writings of JeanJacques Rousseau represent an important contribution to eighteenth-century political theory that has exerted an
extensive influence on generations of thinkers, beginning with the leaders of the French Revolution and continuing to the
present day. The new translations on offer here will be welcomed by a wide readership of both Rousseau scholars and
readers with a general interest in political thought.
A comprehensive 1997 anthology of Rousseau's work containing The Social Contract, his most famous single work.
'The publication of these excellent translations is a happy occasion for teachers of courses in political philosophy and the history of political
theory...' - Raymon M Lemos, "Teaching Philosophy".
A revolutionary and controversial work, this book is a classic of political theory and a key source of democratic ideals. Rousseau's concepts
of "the general will" as a way for individuals' self-interest to unite for a common good, and the individual's submission to government by
contract, stand at the heart of democracy. A must-read book for all who care about the foundations of liberty. Newly designed and typeset in a
modern 5.5-by-8.5-inch format by Waking Lion Press.
Censored in its own time, the Social Contract (1762) remains a key source of democratic belief and is one of the classics of political theory. It
argues concisely but eloquently, that the basis of any legitimate society must be the agreement of its members. As humans we were `born
free' and our subjection to government must be freely accepted. Rousseau is essentially a radical thinker, and in a broad sense a
revolutionary. He insisted on the sovereignty of the people, and made some provocative statements that are still highly controversial. His
greatest contribution to political thought is the concept of the general will, which unites individuals through their common self-interest, thus
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validating the society in which they live and the constraints it imposes on them. This new translation is fully annotated and indexed. The
volume also contains the opening chapter of the manuscript version of the Contract, together with the long article on Political Economy, a
work traditionally between the Contract and Rousseau's earlier masterpiece, the Discourse on Inequality.
The Everyman Paperback Classics series offers the latest scholarship on the works of the world's greatest poets, writers and philosophers.
Each edition includes a comprehensive introduction, chronology, notes, appendix, critical responses, and a text summary. Presented in an
affordable edition with wide format pages for generous margins for notes. Contact your sales rep or call Tuttle for a complete list of available
titles. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
The Social Contract & Discourses by Jean Jacques Rousseau. This little treatise is part of a longer work which I began years ago without
realising my limitations, and long since abandoned. Of the various fragments that might have been extracted from what I wrote, this is the
most considerable, and, I think, the least unworthy of being offered to the public. The rest no longer exists. I mean to inquire if, in the civil
order, there can be any sure and legitimate rule of administration, men being taken as they are and laws as they might be. In this inquiry I
shall endeavour always to unite what right sanctions with what is prescribed by interest, in order that justice and utility may in no case be
divided. I enter upon my task without proving the importance of the subject I shall be asked if I am a prince or a legislator, to write on politics. I
answer that I am neither, and that is why I do so. If I were a prince or a legislator, I should not waste time in saying what wants doing; I should
do it, or hold my peace. As I was born a citizen of a free State, and a member of the Sovereign, I feel that, however feeble the influence my
voice can have on public affairs, the right of voting on them makes it my duty to study them: and I am happy, when I reflect upon
governments, to find my inquiries always furnish me with new reasons for loving that of my own country.
For this edition Susan Dunn has provided a new translation of the "Discourse on the Sciences and Arts" and has revised a previously
published translation of "The Social Contract".
The new edition of this comprehensive and authoritative anthology of Rousseau's important early political writings in faithful English
translations.
This 1992 volume presents a wide sampling of the political writings and polemical essays of James Mill (1773-1836).
This book evaluates Rousseau's arguments concerning why inequality exists in society and why it poses dangers to human well-being.
The Social Contract & Discourses: Translated With Introduction By G. D. H. Cole, Edited By Ernest Rhys This book is a result of an effort
made by us towards making a contribution to the preservation and repair of original classic literature. In an attempt to preserve, improve and
recreate the original content, we have worked towards: 1. Type-setting & Reformatting: The complete work has been re-designed via
professional layout, formatting and type-setting tools to re-create the same edition with rich typography, graphics, high quality images, and
table elements, giving our readers the feel of holding a 'fresh and newly' reprinted and/or revised edition, as opposed to other scanned &
printed (Optical Character Recognition - OCR) reproductions. 2. Correction of imperfections: As the work was re-created from the scratch,
therefore, it was vetted to rectify certain conventional norms with regard to typographical mistakes, hyphenations, punctuations, blurred
images, missing content/pages, and/or other related subject matters, upon our consideration. Every attempt was made to rectify the
imperfections related to omitted constructs in the original edition via other references. However, a few of such imperfections which could not
be rectified due to intentional\unintentional omission of content in the original edition, were inherited and preserved from the original work to
maintain the authenticity and construct, relevant to the work. We believe that this work holds historical, cultural and/or intellectual importance
in the literary works community, therefore despite the oddities, we accounted the work for print as a part of our continuing effort towards
preservation of literary work and our contribution towards the development of the society as a whole, driven by our beliefs. We are grateful to
our readers for putting their faith in us and accepting our imperfections with regard to preservation of the historical content. HAPPY
READING!
Jean-Jacques Rousseau writes, Man is born free; and everywhere he is in chains. This statement exemplifies the main idea behind The
Social Contract, in other words that man is essentially free if it weren't for the oppression of political organizations such as government.
Rousseau goes on to lay forth the principles that he deems most important for achieving political right amongst people. Contained within this
volume are also two discourses by Jean-Jacques Rousseau. In A Discourse on the Origin of Inequality Rousseau examines the causes of the
inequalities that exist among men concluding that it is the natural result of the formation of any civilization. In A Discourse on Political
Economy Rousseau examines the nature of politics and their effect on people. These three works lay a solid foundation for the political
philosophy of Rousseau and are a must read for any student of political science or philosophy.
One of the most respected translations of this key work of 18th-century philosophy, this text includes a brief introduction to the two works as
well as abundant notes that range from simple explanations to speculative interpretations.
Narcissus, or The Lover of Himself is a play of staggering mediocrity. Jean-Jacques Rousseau, better known as a social thinker than as a
playwright, claims to have written it as a young man of eighteen, some twenty years before it was performed for King Louis XV on December
18, 1752. It flopped and never saw the stage again in Rousseau's lifetime. In his preface to the play, penned after its failed production,
Rousseau avows that he kept himself from publishing it for as long as he held onto some regard for his reputation as an author. This is a fairly
measured judgment, for a work the caliber of Narcissus would certainly not bolster Rousseau's status. The plot, characters, language, and
comedic elements come off as weak or incomplete. Hence, the reader (or spectator) could understandably question the play's merits, and the
need to publish it. But had Narcissus never been, neither would its preface. This afterthought, two decades in the making, becomes, in many
ways, a much more interesting opening act to the comedy that follows. It is rich in philosophy and criticism, madly buzzing with paranoia, and
surprisingly convincing in its proposition that the arts and sciences, the pursuit of knowledge, the cultivation of letters, and all the trappings of
civilization are destructive forces, harmful to man's morality. It is an apology for having experimented with writing literature in his foolish youth
and, at the same time, a justification for the existence of his art. The preface, in which he writes, "I must, despite my reluctance, speak of
myself," is fully narcissistic. Peering over Rousseau's shoulder, we, too, see his reflection: a man with reason on his side, standing against his
enemies, his age, and, indeed, the world. Daniel Boden's translation of Narcissus and its preface is true to the voice, times, and incongruities
of Rousseau. In the afterword that crowns this edition, Simon Critchley situates the play and preface in their historical context, makes
connections to other works by Rousseau, comments on the philosophy put forward in the preface, reflects on what brings the classics to the
stage, and proposes, quite simply, that theater is narcissism.
In A Discourse on Inequality, Rousseau sets out to demonstrate how the growth of civilization corrupts man’s natural happiness and freedom
by creating artificial inequalities of wealth, power and social privilege. Contending that primitive man was equal to his fellows, Rousseau
believed that as societies become more sophisticated, the strongest and most intelligent members of the community gain an unnatural
advantage over their weaker brethren, and that constitutions set up to rectify these imbalances through peace and justice in fact do nothing
but perpetuate them. Rousseau’s political and social arguments in the Discourse were a hugely influential denunciation of the social
conditions of his time and one of the most revolutionary documents of the eighteenth-century. For more than seventy years, Penguin has
been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by awardwinning translators.
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Contained within this volume are two discourses by Jean-Jacques Rousseau. In "A Discourse on the Origin of Inequality" Rousseau
examines the causes of the inequalities that exist among men concluding that it is the natural result of the formation of any civilization. In "A
Discourse on Political Economy" Rousseau examines the nature of politics and their effect on people. These two works lay a solid foundation
for the political philosophy of Rousseau and are a must read for any student of political science or philosophy.
Censored in its own time, the Social Contract (1762) remains a key source of democratic belief and is one of the classics of political theory. It
argues concisely but eloquently, that the basis of any legitimate society must be the agreement of its members. As humans we were 'born
free' and our subjection to government must be freely accepted. Rousseau is essentially a radical thinker, and in a broad sense a
revolutionary. He insisted on the sovereignty of the people, and made some provocative statements that are still highly controversial. His
greatest contribution to political thought is the concept of the general will, which unites individuals through their common self-interest, thus
validating the society in which they live and the constraints it imposes on them. This new translation is fully annotated and indexed. The
volume also contains the opening chapter of the manuscript version of the Contract, together with the long article on Political Economy, a
work traditionally between the Contract and Rousseau's earlier masterpiece, the Discourse on Inequality.
Rousseau first exposes in Discourse on the Origin of Inequality his conception of a human state of nature, presented as a philosophical fiction
and of human perfectibility, an early idea of progress. He then explains the way, according to him, people may have established civil society,
which leads him to present private property as the original source and basis of all inequality. Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712 – 1778) was a
Genevan philosopher, writer, and composer of the 18th century, mainly active in France. His political philosophy influenced the Enlightenment
across Europe, as well as aspects of the French Revolution and the overall development of modern political and educational thought.
This text provides a broad-ranging thematic introduction to the Western tradition of political thought. Following a chronological introductory
chapter illustrated with charts of key thinkers and works for each period, the core chapters focus on central issues in political theory: the ends
of politics; the location of political power; the exercise of political authority and challenges to it. The thematic organization of the book
combines detailed coverage of such "great names" as Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Marx and Mill with
assessments of the contributions of an exceptionally wide range of other theorists. The ideas of various thinkers are clearly related to one
another and to the different contexts in which they were produced.
Contains the entire First Discourse, contemporary attacks on it, Rousseau’s replies to his critics, and his summary of the debate in his
preface to Narcissus. A number of these texts have never before been available in English. The First Discourse and Polemics demonstrate
the continued relevance of Rousseau’s thought. Whereas his critics argue for correction of the excesses and corruptions of knowledge and
the sciences as sufficient, Rousseau attacks the social and political effects of the dominant forms of scientific knowledge.
Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778) is a major figure in Western Philosophy and is one of the most widely read and studied political
philosophers of all time. His writings range from abstract works such as On the Social Contract to literary masterpieces such as The Reveries
of the Solitary Walker as well as immensely popular novels and operas. The Rousseauian Mind provides a comprehensive survey of his
work, not only placing it in its historical context but also exploring its contemporary significance. Comprising over forty chapters by a team of
international contributors the Handbook covers: The predecessors and contemporaries to Rousseau’s work The major texts of the 'system'
Autobiographical texts including Confessions, Reveries of the Solitary Walker and Dialogues Rousseau’s political science The successors to
Rousseau’s work Rousseau applied today. Essential reading for students and researchers in philosophy, Rousseau’s work is central to the
study of political philosophy, the Enlightenment, French studies, the history of philosophy and political theory.
The Second Discourse examines man in the true "state of nature," prior to the formation of the first human societies.

In Jean-Jacques Rousseau's Discourses on the Origin of Inequality, he outlines his own history of the development of human
society. He explains in general terms how the differences between social and economic classes arose alongside the formation of
modern states. He also explores the means by which these inequalities were actually built into and perpetuated by the
foundational notions of modern society and government. Rather than endorse a return to the peaceful ways of pre-modern human
beings, Rousseau addresses these inequalities in his seminal work, The Social Contract. Rousseau does not see government as
an inherently corrupting influence, and he makes very clear and precise recommendations about how the state can and should
protect the equality and character of its citizens.
This two volume collection forms a comprehensive anthology of Rousseau's political writings.
A systematic account of Rousseau's significance in relation to Kant's, Fichte's and Hegel's views on freedom, dependence and
necessity.
Focuses on the cultural and intellectual milieu in which Rousseau operated. This title includes a select bibliography, a note on the
text, a translator's note, and Rousseau's own "Notes on the Discourse."
Jean-Jacques Rousseau has a claim to be ranked above even Karl Marx as the political philosopher who has most influenced
everyday life. His much-read philosophy of education alone would qualify him for a high place, but his political theory is even more
important: decisions affecting millions of people were made based on the reading of certain lines of the Social Contract. Yet while
politicians and scholars have studied this book for 250 years, almost no agreement exists on how to interpret its central concept:
freedom. Rousseau's theory of freedom has led him to be called everything from the greatest prophet of individual liberty to the
designer of the first totalitarian state. This book offers a new, unifying interpretation of the theory of freedom in the Social Contract.
Simpson gives a careful analysis of Rousseau's theory of the social pact, and then examines the kinds of freedom that it brings
about, showing how Rousseau's individualist and collectivist aspects fit into a larger and logically coherent theory of human liberty.
Simpson's book not only helps us to understand one of the pre-eminent political minds of the 18th century, but also brings us into
closer conversation with those he influenced, who have done so much to shape our world. And in light of the interest in
contemporary contractualist philosophers like Rawls, Scanlon, and Gauthier, readers will find it worthwhile to return to the thinker
who offers one of the most radical, profound, and insightful theories of the social contract ever devised.
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