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Debating the American Conservative Movement
chronicles one of the most dramatic stories of
modern American political history. The authors
describe how a small band of conservatives in the
immediate aftermath of World War II launched a
revolution that shifted American politics to the right,
challenged the New Deal order, transformed the
Republican Party into a voice of conservatism, and
set the terms of debate in American politics as the
country entered the new millennium. Historians
Donald T. Critchlow and Nancy MacLean frame two
opposing perspectives of how the history of
conservatism in modern America can be understood,
but readers are encouraged to reach their own
conclusions through reading engaging primary
documents. Book jacket.
Gosse, one of the foremost historians of the
American postwar left, has crafted an engaging and
concise synthetic history of the varied movements
and organizations that have been placed under the
broad umbrella known as the New Left. As one
reader notes, gosse 'has accomplished something
difficult and rare, if not altogether unique, in
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providing a studied and moving account of the full
array of protest movements - from civil rights and
Black Power, to student and antiwar protest, to
women's and gay liberation, to Native American,
Asian American, and Puerto Rican activism - that
defined the American sixties as an era of powerfully
transformative rebellions...His is a 'big-tent' view that
shows just how rich and varied 1960s protest was.'
In contrast to most other accounts of this subject, the
SDS and white male radicals are taken out of the
center of the story and placed more toward its
margins. A prestigious project from a highly
respected historian, The New Left in the United
States, 1955-1975 will be a must-read for anyone
interested in American politics of the postwar era.
2009 Association of American University Presses
Award for Jacket Design In the 1990s, improving the
quality of life became a primary focus and a popular
catchphrase of the governments of New York and
many other American cities. Faced with high levels
of homelessness and other disorders associated
with a growing disenfranchised population, then
mayor Rudolph Giuliani led New York's zero
tolerance campaign against what was perceived to
be an increase in disorder that directly threatened
social and economic stability. In a traditionally liberal
city, the focus had shifted dramatically from
improving the lives of the needy to protecting the
welfare of the middle and upper classes—a decidedly
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neoconservative move. In City of Disorder, Alex S.
Vitale analyzes this drive to restore moral order
which resulted in an overhaul of the way New York
views such social problems as prostitution, graffiti,
homelessness, and panhandling. Through several
fascinating case studies of New York neighborhoods
and an in-depth look at the dynamics of the NYPD
and of the city's administration itself, Vitale explains
why Republicans have won the last four New York
mayoral elections and what the long-term impact
Giuliani's zero tolerance method has been on a city
historically known for its liberalism.
Debating the American Conservative Movement
chronicles one of the most dramatic stories of
modern American political history. The authors
describe how a small band of conservatives in the
immediate aftermath of the Second World War
launched a revolution that shifted American politics
to the right, challenged the New Deal order,
transformed the Republican party into a voice of
conservatism, and set the terms of debate in
American politics as the country entered the new
millennium. Historians Donald T. Critchlow and
Nancy MacLean frame two opposing perspectives of
how the history of conservatism in modern America
can be understood, but readers are encouraged to
reach their own conclusions through reading
engaging primary documents.
A riveting, deeply personal account of history in the
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making—from the president who inspired us to
believe in the power of democracy #1 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER • NAACP IMAGE AWARD
NOMINEE • NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE NEW YORK TIMES
BOOK REVIEW NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post •
Jennifer Szalai, The New York Times • NPR • The
Guardian • Marie Claire In the stirring, highly
anticipated first volume of his presidential memoirs,
Barack Obama tells the story of his improbable
odyssey from young man searching for his identity to
leader of the free world, describing in strikingly
personal detail both his political education and the
landmark moments of the first term of his historic
presidency—a time of dramatic transformation and
turmoil. Obama takes readers on a compelling
journey from his earliest political aspirations to the
pivotal Iowa caucus victory that demonstrated the
power of grassroots activism to the watershed night
of November 4, 2008, when he was elected 44th
president of the United States, becoming the first
African American to hold the nation’s highest office.
Reflecting on the presidency, he offers a unique and
thoughtful exploration of both the awesome reach
and the limits of presidential power, as well as
singular insights into the dynamics of U.S. partisan
politics and international diplomacy. Obama brings
readers inside the Oval Office and the White House
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Situation Room, and to Moscow, Cairo, Beijing, and
points beyond. We are privy to his thoughts as he
assembles his cabinet, wrestles with a global
financial crisis, takes the measure of Vladimir Putin,
overcomes seemingly insurmountable odds to
secure passage of the Affordable Care Act, clashes
with generals about U.S. strategy in Afghanistan,
tackles Wall Street reform, responds to the
devastating Deepwater Horizon blowout, and
authorizes Operation Neptune’s Spear, which leads
to the death of Osama bin Laden. A Promised Land
is extraordinarily intimate and introspective—the story
of one man’s bet with history, the faith of a
community organizer tested on the world stage.
Obama is candid about the balancing act of running
for office as a Black American, bearing the
expectations of a generation buoyed by messages of
“hope and change,” and meeting the moral
challenges of high-stakes decision-making. He is
frank about the forces that opposed him at home and
abroad, open about how living in the White House
affected his wife and daughters, and unafraid to
reveal self-doubt and disappointment. Yet he never
wavers from his belief that inside the great, ongoing
American experiment, progress is always possible.
This beautifully written and powerful book captures
Barack Obama’s conviction that democracy is not a
gift from on high but something founded on empathy
and common understanding and built together, day
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by day.
The Oxford Encyclopedia of American Social History
is the first reference work to eschew a narrow focus
on past presidents, intellectuals, military heroes, and
other exhaustively studied and well-remembered
persons, and instead examine the history of ordinary
Americans. The more than 450 entries in the
Encyclopedia examine our shared history "from the
bottom up," with entries on the way automobiles
shaped American lives, the westward movement of
settlers and farmers in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, the transformation of work over time, the
women's suffrage movement, counterculture, leisure
activities, consumption patterns, voting habits,
population movements, racial divides, and many
more fascinating topics intended to help readers
develop a richer framework for understanding the
social experience of Americans throughout history.
This new history of the Christian Right considers
how conservative evangelicals in the modern
American South forged a political identity.
Whether admired or reviled, Lyndon B. Johnson and
his tumultuous administration embodied the
principles and contradictions of his era. Taking
advantage of newly released evidence, this second
edition incorporates a selection of fresh documents,
including transcripts of Johnson's phone
conversations and conservative reactions to his
leadership, to examine the issues and controversies
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that grew out of Johnson's presidency and have
renewed importance today. The voices of Johnson,
his aides, his opponents, and his interpreters
address the topics of affirmative action, the United
States' role in world affairs, civil rights, Vietnam, the
Great Society, and the fate of liberal reform.
Additional photographs of Johnson in action
complement Bruce J. Schulman's rich biographical
narrative, and a chronology, an updated
bibliographical essay, and new questions for
consideration provide pedagogical support.
Why do conservatives tell stories? Because it helps them
win elections and assail liberal policies like health care
reform and economic stimulus. "Why" is important, but
the "what" and the "how" behind the stories that
conservatives tell are equally interesting, and in this new
book, David Ricci reveals all. He shows how
conservative activists and candidates tell many tales that
come together to project a large-scale story; a cultural
narrative; a vision of what America is and what it should
do to prosper socially, economically, and politically.
Liberals, by contrast, tend to look for theories rather than
stories, for mathematical explanations rather than
theological axioms, for data rather than anecdotes, and
for statistics rather than homilies. The difference is
paradoxical. Liberals are unlikely to fashion sweeping
narratives that capture the public s attention and
commitment. Yet conservatives may tell attractive stories
like the ones that got us into Iraq that momentarily
capture voter support but end up costing the country
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more than itPress
can afford."
During the civil rights era, Atlanta thought of itself as
"The City Too Busy to Hate," a rare place in the South
where the races lived and thrived together. Over the
course of the 1960s and 1970s, however, so many
whites fled the city for the suburbs that Atlanta earned a
new nickname: "The City Too Busy Moving to Hate." In
this reappraisal of racial politics in modern America,
Kevin Kruse explains the causes and consequences of
"white flight" in Atlanta and elsewhere. Seeking to
understand segregationists on their own terms, White
Flight moves past simple stereotypes to explore the
meaning of white resistance. In the end, Kruse finds that
segregationist resistance, which failed to stop the civil
rights movement, nevertheless managed to preserve the
world of segregation and even perfect it in subtler and
stronger forms. Challenging the conventional wisdom
that white flight meant nothing more than a literal
movement of whites to the suburbs, this book argues
that it represented a more important transformation in the
political ideology of those involved. In a provocative
revision of postwar American history, Kruse
demonstrates that traditional elements of modern
conservatism, such as hostility to the federal government
and faith in free enterprise, underwent important
transformations during the postwar struggle over
segregation. Likewise, white resistance gave birth to
several new conservative causes, like the tax revolt,
tuition vouchers, and privatization of public services.
Tracing the journey of southern conservatives from white
supremacy to white suburbia, Kruse locates the origins
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of modern American
politics.
Some images
inside the
book are unavailable due to digital copyright restrictions.
“A compelling and readable story of resistance to the
new economic order.” —Boston Globe In the wake of the
profound economic crisis known as the Great
Depression, a group of high-powered individuals joined
forces to campaign against the New Deal—not just its
practical policies but the foundations of its economic
philosophy. The titans of the National Association of
Manufacturers and the chemicals giant DuPont, together
with little-known men like W. C. Mullendore, Leonard
Read, and Jasper Crane, championed European thinkers
Friedrich von Hayek and Ludwig von Mises and their
fears of the “nanny state.” Through fervent activism,
fundraising, and institution-building, these men sought to
educate and organize their peers as a political force to
preserve their profit margins and the “American way” of
doing business. In the public relations department of
General Electric, they would find the perfect spokesman:
Ronald Reagan. Some images in the ebook are not
displayed owing to permissions issues.
In this engaging new book, Bradford Martin illuminates a
different 1980s than many remember—one whose history
has been buried under the celebratory narrative of
conservative ascendancy. Ronald Reagan looms large in
most accounts of the period, encouraging Americans to
renounce the activist and liberal politics of the 1960s and
‘70s and embrace the resurgent conservative wave. But
a closer look reveals that a sizable swath of Americans
strongly disapproved of Reagan's policies throughout his
presidency. With a weakened Democratic Party
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expressed their
dissatisfaction outside electoral politics. Unlike the civil
rights and Vietnam era protesters, activists of the 1980s
often found themselves on the defensive, struggling to
preserve the hard-won victories of the previous era.
Their successes, then, were not in ushering in a new era
of progressive reforms but in effecting change in areas
from professional life to popular culture, while beating
back an even more forceful political shift to the right.
Martin paints an indelible portrait of these and other
influential, but often overlooked, movements: from on-theground efforts to constrain the administration's
aggressive Latin American policy and stave off a
possible Nicaraguan war, to mock shanties constructed
on college campuses to shed light on corporate
America's role in supporting the apartheid regime in
South Africa. The result is a clearer, richer perspective
on a turbulent decade in American life.
This extraordinary biography of Wal-Mart's world shows
how a Christian pro-business movement grew from the
bottom up as well as the top down, bolstering an
economic vision that sanctifies corporate globalization.
This is a study of recent case studies of the New Deal
which assesses the impact of the depression and New
Deal programmes on businessmen, industrial workers
and the unemployed. It explains the political and
ideological constraints which limited the changes
wrought by the New Deal.
Congress is the heart and soul of our democracy, the
place where interests are brokered, laws are established,
and innovation is turned into concrete action. It is also
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of democracy's
greatest virtues
clash with
its worst vices: idealism and compromise meet
corruption and bitter partisanship. The American
Congress unveils the rich and varied history of this
singular institution. Julian E. Zelizer has gathered
together forty essays by renowned historians to capture
the full drama, landmark legislation, and most
memorable personalities of Congress. Organized around
four major periods of congressional history, from the
signing of the Constitution to the creation of the
Department of Homeland Security, this volume brings a
fresh perspective to familiar watershed events: the Civil
War, Watergate, the Vietnam War. It also gives a behindthe-scenes look at lesser-known legislation debated on
the House and Senate floors, such as westward
expansion and war powers control. Here are the stories
behind the 1868 vote to impeach President Andrew
Johnson; the rise of Jeannette Rankin, the first woman
elected to Congress and a leading advocate for pacifism;
and the controversy surrounding James Eastland of
Mississippi, who carried civil rights bills in his pockets so
they could not come up for a vote. Sidebars further
spotlight notables including Huey Long, Sam Rayburn,
and Tip O'Neill, bringing the sweeping history of our
lawmaking bodies into sharp focus. If you've ever
wondered how Congress worked in the past or what our
elected officials do today, this book gives the engaging,
often surprising, answers.
Sam Tanenhaus’s essay “Conservatism Is Dead”
prompted intense discussion and debate when it was
published in The New Republic in the first days of Barack
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a leading
authority on modern politics, has expanded his argument
into a sweeping history of the American conservative
movement. For seventy-five years, he argues, the Right
has been split between two factions: consensus-driven
“realists” who believe in the virtue of government and its
power to adjust to changing conditions, and movement
“revanchists” who distrust government and society–and
often find themselves at war with America itself.
Eventually, Tanenhaus writes, the revanchists prevailed,
and the result is the decadent “movement conservatism”
of today, a defunct ideology that is “profoundly and
defiantly unconservative–in its arguments and ideas, its
tactics and strategies, above all in its vision.” But there is
hope for conservatism. It resides in the examples of
pragmatic leaders like Dwight Eisenhower and Ronald
Reagan and thinkers like Whittaker Chambers and
William F. Buckley, Jr. Each came to understand that the
true role of conservatism is not to advance a narrow
ideological agenda but to engage in a serious dialogue
with liberalism and join with it in upholding “the politics of
stability.” Conservatives today need to rediscover the
roots of this honorable tradition. It is their only route back
to the center of American politics. At once succinct and
detailed, penetrating and nuanced, The Death of
Conservatism is a must-read for Americans of any
political persuasion.

In the 1960s, Lyndon Johnson's Great Society and
War on Poverty promised an array of federal
programs to assist working-class families. In the
1980s, Ronald Reagan declared the GOP the party
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of "family values" and promised to keep government
out of Americans' lives. Again and again, historians
have sought to explain the nation's profound political
realignment from the 1960s to the 2000s, five
decades that witnessed the fracturing of liberalism
and the rise of the conservative right. The awardwinning historian Robert O. Self is the first to argue
that the separate threads of that realignment—from
civil rights to women's rights, from the antiwar
movement to Nixon's "silent majority," from the
abortion wars to gay marriage, from the welfare state
to neoliberal economic policies—all ran through the
politicized American family. Based on an astonishing
range of sources, All in the Family rethinks an entire
era. Self opens his narrative with the Great Society
and its assumption of a white, patriotic, heterosexual
man at the head of each family. Soon enough, civil
rights activists, feminists, and gay rights activists,
animated by broader visions of citizenship, began to
fight for equal rights, protections, and opportunities.
Led by Pauli Murray, Gloria Steinem, Harvey Milk,
and Shirley Chisholm, among many others, they
achieved lasting successes, including Roe v. Wade,
antidiscrimination protections in the workplace, and a
more inclusive idea of the American family. Yet the
establishment of new rights and the visibility of
alternative families provoked, beginning in the
1970s, a furious conservative backlash. Politicians
and activists on the right, most notably George
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Wallace, Phyllis Schlafly, Anita Bryant, and Jerry
Falwell, built a political movement based on the
perceived moral threat to the traditional family. Self
writes that "family values" conservatives in fact
"paved the way" for fiscal conservatives, who shared
a belief in liberalism's invasiveness but lacked a
populist message. Reagan's presidency united the
two constituencies, which remain, even in these
tumultuous times, the base of the Republican Party.
All in the Family, an erudite, passionate, and
persuasive explanation of our current political
situation and how we arrived in it, will allow us to
think anew about the last fifty years of American
politics.
From Cotton Belt to Sunbelt investigates the effects
of federal policy on the American South from 1938
until 1980 and charts the close relationship between
federal efforts to reform the South and the evolution
of activist government in the modern United States.
Decrying the South’s economic backwardness and
political conservatism, the Roosevelt Administration
launched a series of programs to reorder the
Southern economy in the 1930s. After 1950,
however, the social welfare state had been replaced
by the national security state as the South’s
principal benefactor. Bruce J. Schulman contrasts
the diminished role of national welfare initiatives in
the postwar South with the expansion of military and
defense-related programs. He analyzes the
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contributions of these growth-oriented programs to
the South’s remarkable economic expansion, to the
development of American liberalism, and to the
excruciating limits of Sunbelt prosperity, ultimately
relating these developments to southern politics and
race relations. By linking the history of the South with
the history of national public policy, Schulman unites
two issues that dominate the domestic history of
postwar America—the emergence of the Sunbelt and
the expansion of federal power over the nation’s
economic and social life. A forcefully argued work,
From Cotton Belt to Sunbelt, originally published in
1991(Oxford University Press), will be an important
guide to students and scholars of federal policy and
modern Southern history.
This groundbreaking book presents a new
understanding of ideological change. It shows how
and why America's political parties have evolved.
Originally published: New York: Doubleday, 2016.
Despite constitutional limitations, the points of
contact between religion and politics have deeply
affected all aspects of American political
development since the founding of the United States.
Within partisan politics, federal institutions, and
movement activism, religion and politics have rarely
been truly separate; rather, they are two forms of
cultural expression that are continually coevolving
and reconfiguring in the face of social change.
Faithful Republic explores the dynamics between
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religion and politics in the United States from the
early twentieth century to the present. Rather than
focusing on the traditional question of the separation
between church and state, this volume touches on
many other aspects of American political history,
addressing divorce, civil rights, liberalism and
conservatism, domestic policy, and economics.
Together, the essays blend church history and lived
religion to fashion an innovative kind of political
history, demonstrating the pervasiveness of religion
throughout American political life. Contributors: Lila
Corwin Berman, Edward J. Blum, Darren Dochuk,
Lily Geismer, Alison Collis Greene, Matthew S.
Hedstrom, David Mislin, Bethany Moreton, Andrew
Preston, Bruce J. Schulman, Molly Worthen, Julian
E. Zelizer.
Late in life, William F. Buckley made a confession to
Corey Robin. Capitalism is "boring," said the
founding father of the American right. "Devoting your
life to it," as conservatives do, "is horrifying if only
because it's so repetitious. It's like sex." With this
unlikely conversation began Robin's decade-long
foray into the conservative mind. What is
conservatism, and what's truly at stake for its
proponents? If capitalism bores them, what excites
them? Tracing conservatism back to its roots in the
reaction against the French Revolution, Robin
argues that the right is fundamentally inspired by a
hostility to emancipating the lower orders. Some
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conservatives endorse the free market, others
oppose it. Some criticize the state, others celebrate
it. Underlying these differences is the impulse to
defend power and privilege against movements
demanding freedom and equality. Despite their
opposition to these movements, conservatives favor
a dynamic conception of politics and society--one
that involves self-transformation, violence, and war.
They are also highly adaptive to new challenges and
circumstances. This partiality to violence and
capacity for reinvention has been critical to their
success. Written by a keen, highly regarded
observer of the contemporary political scene, The
Reactionary Mind ranges widely, from Edmund
Burke to Antonin Scalia, from John C. Calhoun to
Ayn Rand. It advances the notion that all rightwing
ideologies, from the eighteenth century through
today, are historical improvisations on a theme: the
felt experience of having power, seeing it threatened,
and trying to win it back.
For more than two centuries, our political life has
been divided between a party of progress and a
party of conservation. In The Great Debate, Yuval
Levin explores the origins of the left/right divide in
America by examining the views of the men who
best represent each side of that debate: Edmund
Burke and Thomas Paine. In a groundbreaking
exploration of the roots of our political order, Levin
shows that American partisanship originated in the
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debates over the French Revolution, fueled by the
fiery rhetoric of these ideological titans. Levin
masterfully shows how Burke and Paine’s differing
views continue to shape our current political
discourse—on issues ranging from gun control and
abortion to welfare and economic reform. Essential
reading for anyone seeking to understand
Washington’s often acrimonious rifts, The Great
Debate offers a profound examination of what
conservatism, liberalism, and the debate between
them truly amount to.
Why do Republican politicians promise to rein in
government, only to face repeated rebellions from
Republican voters and media critics for betraying
their principles? Why do Democratic politicians
propose an array of different policies to match the
diversity of their supporters, only to become mired in
stark demographic divisions over issue priorities? In
short, why do the two parties act so differentlywhether in the electorate, on the campaign trail, or in
public office? Asymmetric Politics offers a
comprehensive explanation: The Republican Party is
the vehicle of an ideological movement while the
Democratic Party is a coalition of social groups.
Republican leaders prize conservatism and attract
support by pledging loyalty to broad values.
Democratic leaders instead seek concrete
government action, appealing to voters' group
identities and interests by endorsing specific policies.
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This fresh and comprehensive investigation reveals
how Democrats and Republicans think differently
about politics, rely on distinct sources of information,
argue past one another, and pursue divergent goals
in government. It provides a rigorous new
understanding of contemporary polarization and
governing dysfunction while demonstrating how
longstanding features of American politics and public
policy reflect our asymmetric party system.
Neil Gross shows that the U.S. academy’s liberal
reputation has exerted a self-selecting influence on
young liberals, while deterring promising
conservatives. His study sheds new light on both
academic life and American politics, where the
conservative movement was built in part around
opposition to the “liberal elite” in higher education.
A revelatory assessment of how the Supreme Court
under Chief Justice John Roberts is significantly
influencing the nation's laws and reinterpreting the
Constitution includes in-depth analysis of recent
rulings to explore their less-understood debates and
relevance. 50,000 first printing.
Did America's fortieth president lead a conservative
counterrevolution that left liberalism gasping for air?
The answer, for both his admirers and his detractors,
is often "yes." In Morning in America, Gil Troy argues
that the Great Communicator was also the Great
Conciliator. His pioneering and lively reassessment
of Ronald Reagan's legacy takes us through the
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1980s in ten year-by-year chapters, integrating the
story of the Reagan presidency with stories of the
decade's cultural icons and watershed momentsfrom personalities to popular television shows. One
such watershed moment was the 1984 Los Angeles
Olympics. With the trauma of Vietnam fading, the
triumph of America's 1983 invasion of tiny Grenada
still fresh, and a reviving economy, Americans
geared up for a festival of international harmony thatspurred on by an entertainment-focused news
media, corporate sponsors, and the President
himself-became a celebration of the good old U.S.A.
At the Games' opening, Reagan presided over a
thousand-voice choir, a 750-member marching band,
and a 90,000-strong teary-eyed audience singing
"America the Beautiful!" while waving thousands of
flags. Reagan emerges more as happy warrior than
angry ideologue, as a big-picture man better at
setting America's mood than implementing his
program. With a vigorous Democratic opposition,
Reagan's own affability, and other limiting factors,
the eighties were less counterrevolutionary than
many believe. Many sixties' innovations went
mainstream, from civil rights to feminism. Reagan
fostered a political culture centered on individualism
and consumption-finding common ground between
the right and the left. Written with verve, Morning in
America is both a major new look at one of
America's most influential modern-day presidents
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and the definitive story of a decade that continues to
shape our times.
The best-selling author of Nixonland presents a
portrait of the United States during the turbulent
political and economic upheavals of the 1970s,
covering events ranging from the Arab oil embargo
and the era of Patty Hearst to the collapse of the
South Vietnamese government and the rise of
Ronald Reagan.
Winner of the Lillian Smith Book Award Winner of
the Los Angeles Times Book Prize Finalist for the
National Book Award The Nation's "Most Valuable
Book" “[A] vibrant intellectual history of the radical
right.”—The Atlantic “This sixty-year campaign to
make libertarianism mainstream and eventually take
the government itself is at the heart of Democracy in
Chains. . . . If you're worried about what all this
means for America's future, you should be.”—NPR
An explosive exposé of the right’s relentless
campaign to eliminate unions, suppress voting,
privatize public education, stop action on climate
change, and alter the Constitution. Behind today’s
headlines of billionaires taking over our government
is a secretive political establishment with long, deep,
and troubling roots. The capitalist radical right has
been working not simply to change who rules, but to
fundamentally alter the rules of democratic
governance. But billionaires did not launch this
movement; a white intellectual in the embattled Jim
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Crow South did. Democracy in Chains names its true
architect—the Nobel Prize-winning political economist
James McGill Buchanan—and dissects the operation
he and his colleagues designed over six decades to
alter every branch of government to disempower the
majority. In a brilliant and engrossing narrative,
Nancy MacLean shows how Buchanan forged his
ideas about government in a last gasp attempt to
preserve the white elite’s power in the wake of
Brown v. Board of Education. In response to the
widening of American democracy, he developed a
brilliant, if diabolical, plan to undermine the ability of
the majority to use its numbers to level the playing
field between the rich and powerful and the rest of
us. Corporate donors and their right-wing
foundations were only too eager to support
Buchanan’s work in teaching others how to divide
America into “makers” and “takers.” And when a
multibillionaire on a messianic mission to rewrite the
social contract of the modern world, Charles Koch,
discovered Buchanan, he created a vast, relentless,
and multi-armed machine to carry out Buchanan’s
strategy. Without Buchanan's ideas and Koch's
money, the libertarian right would not have
succeeded in its stealth takeover of the Republican
Party as a delivery mechanism. Now, with Mike
Pence as Vice President, the cause has a longtime
loyalist in the White House, not to mention a phalanx
of Republicans in the House, the Senate, a majority
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of state governments, and the courts, all carrying out
the plan. That plan includes harsher laws to
undermine unions, privatizing everything from
schools to health care and Social Security, and
keeping as many of us as possible from voting.
Based on ten years of unique research, Democracy
in Chains tells a chilling story of right-wing
academics and big money run amok. This revelatory
work of scholarship is also a call to arms to protect
the achievements of twentieth-century American selfgovernment.
At a time when conservative policies are weakening
America, Freedom’s Power shows why liberalism
works-and how it can work again.
Often considered a lost decade, a pause between
the liberal Sixties and Reagan’s Eighties, the 1970s
were indeed a watershed era when the forces of a
conservative counter-revolution cohered. These
years marked a significant moral and cultural turning
point in which the conservative movement became
the motive force driving politics for the ensuing three
decades. Interpreting the movement as more than a
backlash against the rampant liberalization of
American culture, racial conflict, the Vietnam War,
and Watergate, these provocative and innovative
essays look below the surface, discovering the
tectonic shifts that paved the way for Reagan’s
America. They reveal strains at the heart of the
liberal coalition, resulting from struggles over jobs,
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taxes, and neighborhood reconstruction, while also
investigating how the deindustrialization of northern
cities, the rise of the suburbs, and the migration of
people and capital to the Sunbelt helped
conservatism gain momentum in the twentieth
century. They demonstrate how the forces of the
right coalesced in the 1970s and became, through
the efforts of grassroots activists and political elites,
a movement to reshape American values and
policies. A penetrating and provocative portrait of a
critical decade in American history, Rightward Bound
illuminates the seeds of both the successes and the
failures of the conservative revolution. It helps us
understand how, despite conservatism’s rise,
persistent tensions remain today between its political
power and the achievements of twentieth-century
liberalism.
An exciting e-format containing 27 video clips taken
directly from the CBS news archive of a brilliant, bestselling account of the Nixon era by one of America’s
most talented young historians. Between 1965 and
1972 America experienced a second civil war. Out of
its ashes, the political world we know today was
born. Nixonland begins in the blood and fire of the
Watts riots-one week after President Johnson signed
the Voting Rights Act, and nine months after his
historic landslide victory over Barry Goldwater
seemed to have heralded a permanent liberal
consensus. The next year scores of liberals were
Page 24/29

Download Free Rightward Bound Making America
Conservative In The 1970s By Unknown Harvard
University Press 2008 Paperback Paperback
thrown out of Congress, America was more divided
than ever-and a disgraced politician was on his way
to a shocking comeback: Richard Nixon. Six years
later, President Nixon, harvesting the bitterness and
resentment borne of that blood and fire, was
reelected in a landslide even bigger than Johnson's,
and the outlines of today's politics of red-and-blue
division became already distinct. Cataclysms tell the
story of Nixonland: • Angry blacks burning down
their neighborhoods, while suburbanites defend
home and hearth with shotguns. • The civil war over
Vietnam, the assassinations, the riot at the
Democratic National Convention. • Richard Nixon
acceding to the presidency pledging a new dawn of
national unity--and governing more divisively than
any before him. • The rise of twin cultures of leftand right-wing vigilantes, Americans literally
bombing and cutting each other down in the streets
over political differences. •And, finally, Watergate,
the fruit of a president who rose by matching his own
anxieties and dreads with those of an increasingly
frightened electorate--but whose anxieties and
dreads produced a criminal conspiracy in the Oval
Office.
“Meticulously researched and engagingly written . . . a
comprehensive indictment of the court’s rulings in areas
ranging from campaign finance and voting rights to poverty
law and criminal justice.” —Financial Times A revelatory
examination of the conservative direction of the Supreme
Court over the last fifty years. In Supreme Inequality,
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bestselling author
Adam
Cohen
surveys the
most significant
Supreme Court rulings since the Nixon era and exposes how,
contrary to what Americans like to believe, the Supreme
Court does little to protect the rights of the poor and
disadvantaged; in fact, it has not been on their side for fifty
years. Cohen proves beyond doubt that the modern Court
has been one of the leading forces behind the nation’s
soaring level of economic inequality, and that an institution
revered as a source of fairness has been systematically
making America less fair. A triumph of American legal,
political, and social history, Supreme Inequality holds to
account the highest court in the land and shows how much
damage it has done to America’s ideals of equality,
democracy, and justice for all.
Ronald Reagan’s victory in the 1980 presidential election
marked a watershed moment in the history of the United
States, heralding the triumph of the American conservative
movement. Once a supporter of the New Deal, Reagan had
come to symbolize the union of three diverse forms of
conservatism—anti-communism, social traditionalism, and
libertarianism—that were increasingly intertwined under the
banner of the Republican Party. The unlikely development of
this new conservative coalition was based upon the larger
impacts of the civil rights movement in reshaping the
dynamics of the Democratic and Republican parties, the
social "backlash" of the Nixon era, the emergence of the
religious right, and the economic and political crises that
directly set the stage for Reagan’s stunning victory. In five
original, engaging chapters, The 1980 Presidential Election
shows how Reagan’s journey to the White House was
connected to the wider transformations of post-1945
American history. Supplemented by a fresh collection of
primary documents—including previously unpublished
transcripts of Reagan’s radio addresses of the
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The Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist's "astonishing" and
"enthralling" New York Times bestseller and Notable Book
about how the Founders' belief in natural rights created a
great American political tradition (Booklist) -- "easily one of
the best books on American Conservatism ever written"
(Jonah Goldberg). For more than four decades, George F.
Will has attempted to discern the principles of the Western
political tradition and apply them to America's civic life.
Today, the stakes could hardly be higher. Vital questions
about the nature of man, of rights, of equality, of majority rule
are bubbling just beneath the surface of daily events in
America. The Founders' vision, articulated first in the
Declaration of Independence and carried out in the
Constitution, gave the new republic a framework for
government unique in world history. Their beliefs in natural
rights, limited government, religious freedom, and in human
virtue and dignity ushered in two centuries of American
prosperity. Now, as Will shows, conservatism is under threat
-- both from progressives and elements inside the Republican
Party. America has become an administrative state, while
destructive trends have overtaken family life and higher
education. Semi-autonomous executive agencies wield
essentially unaccountable power. Congress has failed in its
duty to exercise its legislative powers. And the executive
branch has slipped the Constitution's leash. In the intellectual
battle between the vision of Founding Fathers like James
Madison, who advanced the notion of natural rights that preexist government, and the progressivism advanced by
Woodrow Wilson, the Founders have been losing. It's time to
reverse America's political fortunes. Expansive, intellectually
thrilling, and written with the erudite wit that has made Will
beloved by millions of readers, The Conservative Sensibility is
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DIVStudy of how the memorials created in Oklahoma City
and at the World Trade Center site raise questions about the
relationship between cultural memory and consumerism./div
Loving, hating, pitying, or pining for mammy became a way
for Americans to make sense of shifting economic, social, and
racial realities. Assertions of black contentment with servitude
alleviated white fears while reinforcing racial hierarchy.
McElya's stories expose the power and reach of this myth,
not only in advertising, films, and literature about the South,
but also in national monument proposals, child custody
cases, New Negro activism, anti-lynching campaigns, and the
civil rights movement.
Most of us think of the 1970s as an "in-between" decade, the
uninspiring years that happened to fall between the
excitement of the 1960s and the Reagan Revolution. A
kitschy period summed up as the "Me Decade," it was the
time of Watergate and the end of Vietnam, of malaise and
gas lines, but of nothing revolutionary, nothing with longlasting significance. In the first full history of the period, Bruce
Schulman, a rising young cultural and political historian,
sweeps away misconception after misconception about the
1970s. In a fast-paced, wide-ranging, and brilliant
reexamination of the decade's politics, culture, and social and
religious upheaval, he argues that the Seventies were one of
the most important of the postwar twentieth-century decades.
The Seventies witnessed a profound shift in the balance of
power in American politics, economics, and culture, all driven
by the vast growth of the Sunbelt. Country music, a southern
silent majority, a boom in "enthusiastic" religion, and southern
California New Age movements were just a few of the
products of the new demographics. Others were even more
profound: among them, public life as we knew it died a swift
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a masterly reconstruction
and low culture, of public events and private lives, of
Jonathan Livingston Seagull, Evel Knievel, est, Nixon, Carter,
and Reagan. From The Godfather and Network to the
Ramones and Jimmy Buffett; from Billie jean King and Bobby
Riggs to Phyllis Schlafly and NOW; from Proposition 13 to the
Energy Crisis; here are all the names, faces, and movements
that once filled our airwaves, and now live again. The
Seventies is powerfully argued, compulsively readable, and
deeply provocative.
This detailed analysis examines the role of race and racism in
American politics since the 1980s, and contends that—despite
the election of Barack Obama—the effects of white supremacy
still divide American society and affect voter behavior today.
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