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How To Practice What They Preach
Empirical Political Analysis introduces students to the full
range of qualitative and quantitative methods used in
political science research. Organized around all of the
stages of the research process, this comprehensive text
surveys designing experiments, conducting research,
evaluating results, and presenting findings. With
exercises in the text and in a companion lab manual,
Empirical Political Analysis gives students applied
insights on the scopes and methods of political science
research. Features: Offers comprehensive coverage of
quantitative and qualitative research methods in political
science, a hallmark since it first published over 25 years
ago. Covers the research process from start to
finish—hypothesis formation, literature review, research
design, data gathering, data analysis, and research
report writing. Includes in-depth examples of political
science research to give discipline-specific instruction on
political analysis. Features a “Practical Research Ethics”
box in every chapter to make students aware of common
ethical dilemmas and potential solutions to them. Written
by political scientists who actively publish in subfields
ranging from comparative politics to environmental policy
to political communications to voting behavior. Includes
learning goals, key terms, and research examples to
help students engage and explore the most important
concepts.
The Oxford Handbooks of Political Science are the
essential guide to the state of political science today.
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With engaging contributions from major international
scholars The Oxford Handbook of Political Methodology
provides the key point of reference for anyone working
throughout the discipline.
When embarking on a new research project students
face the same core research design issues. This volume
provides readers with practical guidelines for both
qualitative and quantitative designs, discusses the typical
trade-offs involved in choosing them and is rich in
examples from actual research.
Explains how field research contributes value to political
science by exploring scholars' experiences, detailing
exemplary practices, and asserting key principles.
Students can easily misstep when they first begin to do
research. Leanne C. Powner’s new title Empirical
Research and Writing: A Student?s Practical Guide
provides valuable advice and guidance on conducting
and writing about empirical research. Chapter by
chapter, students are guided through the key steps in the
research process. Written in a lively and engaging
manner and with a dose of humor, this practical text
shows students exactly how to choose a research topic,
conduct a literature review, make research design
decisions, collect and analyze data, and then write up
and present the results. The book?s approachable style
and just-in-time information delivery make it a text
students will want to read, and its wide-ranging and
surprisingly sophisticated coverage will make it an
important resource for their later coursework.
"Political Research in the Middle East and North Africa
focuses specifically on doing research in one of the most
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important regions in contemporary world politics. It is
also one of the most difficult areas to do research in
given the current high levels of violence, political
instability, and authoritarianism that plague the region.
Gathering together a large and diverse group of
researchers who study the region, Janine Clark and
Francesco Cavatorta's volume will serve as a
foundational methods guide for young academics on how
to conceive and carry out their research projects. At the
same time the topics in the book provide a useful
refresher to more established scholars so that their
methodological training and ethical considerations keep
pace with novel approaches and changing obstacles in
the field. What makes this volume especially useful is its
focus on methodological 'lessons learned' from the
contributors' first hand experiences. Each chapter deals
with the challenges of implementing qualitative and
quantitative methods in the field, the real-life obstacles
encountered and the possible solutions to overcoming
them. It will therefore be an invaluable companion book
to more standard methods books, which focus on the
'how to' of methods but are often devoid of any real
discussion of the challenges of on-the-ground
fieldwork."--Publisher's summary.
This is an immensely helpful book for students starting
their own research... an excellent introduction to the
comparative method giving an authoritative overview
over the research process - Klaus Armingeon, University
of Bern Doing Research in Political Science is the book
for mastering the comparative method in all the social
sciences - Jan-Erik Lane, University of Geneva This
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book has established itself as a concise and wellreadable text on comparative methods and statistics in
political science I...strongly recommend it. - Dirk BergSchlosser, Philipps-University Marburg This thoroughly
revised edition of the popular textbook offers an
accessible but comprehensive introduction to
comparative research methods and statistics for students
of political science. Clearly organized around three parts,
the text introduces the main theories and methodologies
used in the discipline. Part 1 frames the comparative
approach within the methodological framework of the
political and social sciences. Part 2 introduces basic
descriptive and inferential statistical methods as well as
more advanced multivariate methods used in quantitative
political analysis. Part 3 applies the methods and
techniques of Parts 1 & 2 to research questions drawn
from contemporary themes and issues in political
science. Incorporating practice exercises, ideas for
further reading and summary questions throughout,
Doing Research in Political Science provides an
invaluable step-by-step guide for students and
researchers in political science, comparative politics and
empirical political analysis.
The classic work on qualitative methods in political
science Designing Social Inquiry presents a unified
approach to qualitative and quantitative research in
political science, showing how the same logic of
inference underlies both. This stimulating book discusses
issues related to framing research questions, measuring
the accuracy of data and the uncertainty of empirical
inferences, discovering causal effects, and getting the
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most out of qualitative research. It addresses topics such
as interpretation and inference, comparative case
studies, constructing causal theories, dependent and
explanatory variables, the limits of random selection,
selection bias, and errors in measurement. The book
only uses mathematical notation to clarify concepts, and
assumes no prior knowledge of mathematics or
statistics. Featuring a new preface by Robert O.
Keohane and Gary King, this edition makes an influential
work available to new generations of qualitative
researchers in the social sciences.
Field experiments -- randomized controlled trials -- have
become ever more popular in political science, as well as in
other disciplines, such as economics, social policy and
development. Policy-makers have also increasingly used
randomization to evaluate public policies, designing trials of
tax reminders, welfare policies and international aid programs
to name just a few of the interventions tested in this way.
Field experiments have become successful because they
assess causal claims in ways that other methods of
evaluation find hard to emulate. Social scientists and
evaluators have rediscovered how to design and analyze field
experiments, but they have paid much less attention to the
challenges of organizing and managing them. Field
experiments pose unique challenges and opportunities for the
researcher and evaluator which come from working in the
field. The research experience can be challenging and at
times hard to predict. This book aims to help researchers and
evaluators plan and manage their field experiments so they
can avoid common pitfalls. It is also intended to open up
discussion about the context and backdrop to trials so that
these practical aspects of field experiments are better
understood. The book sets out ten steps researchers can use
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to plan their field experiments, then nine threats to watch out
for when they implement them. There are cases studies of
voting and political participation, elites, welfare and
employment, nudging citizens, and developing countries.
The SAGE Handbook of Research Methods in Political
Science and International Relations offers a comprehensive
overview of the field and its research processes through the
empirical and research scholarship of leading international
authors. The book is structured along the lines of applied
research in the discipline: from formulating good research
questions and designing a good research project, to various
modes of theoretical argumentation, through
conceptualization, to empirical measurement and analysis.
Each chapter offers new approaches and builds upon existing
methods. Through its seven parts, undergraduate and
graduate students, researchers and practicing academics, will
be guided through the design, methods and analysis of
issues in Political Science and International Relations
discipline: Part One: Formulating Good Research Questions
and Designing Good Research Projects Part Two: Methods of
Theoretical Argumentation Part Three: Conceptualization &
Measurement Part Four: Large-Scale Data Collection &
Representation Methods Part Five: Quantitative-Empirical
Methods Part Six: Qualitative & “Mixed” Methods Part
Seven: EITM & EMTI
Teaching Research Methods in Political Science brings
together experienced instructors to offer a range of
perspectives on how to teach courses in political science. It
focuses on numerous topics, including identifying good
research questions, measuring key concepts, writing literature
reviews and developing information literacy skills.
Even students capable of writing excellent essays still find
their first major political science research paper an
intimidating experience. Crafting the right research question,
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finding good sources, properly summarizing them,
operationalizing concepts and designing good tests for their
hypotheses, presenting and analyzing quantitative as well as
qualitative data are all tough-going without a great deal of
guidance and encouragement. Writing a Research Paper in
Political Science breaks down the research paper into its
constituent parts and shows students what they need to do at
each stage to successfully complete each component until
the paper is finished. Practical summaries, recipes for
success, worksheets, exercises, and a series of handy
checklists make this a must-have supplement for any writingintensive political science course. New to the Fourth Edition:
A non-causal research paper woven throughout the text
offers explicit advice to guide students through the research
and writing process. Updated and more detailed discussions
of plagiarism, paraphrases, "drop-ins," and "transcripts" help
to prevent students from misusing sources in a constantly
changing digital age. A more detailed discussion of "fake
news" and disinformation shows students how to evaluate
and choose high quality sources, as well as how to protect
oneself from being fooled by bad sources. Additional
guidance for writing abstracts and creating presentations
helps students to understand the logic behind abstracts and
prepares students for presentations in the classroom, at a
conference, and beyond. A greater emphasis on the value of
qualitative research provides students with additional
instruction on how to do it.
"Pollock and Edwards explain the nuts-and-bolts of research
design and data analysis in a clear and concise style. The
Essential of Political Analysis is an intuitive introduction to
complex material, replete with examples from the political
science literature that add relevance to statistical concepts.
This text offers students an excellent balance between the
technical and the practical." —Francis Neely, San Francisco
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State University Gain the skills you need to conduct political
analysis and critically assess statistical research. In this Sixth
Edition of The Essentials of Political Science, bestselling
authors Philip H. Pollock III and Barry C. Edwards build
students’ analytic abilities and develop their statistical
reasoning with new data, fresh exercises, and accessible
examples. This brief, accessible guide walks students through
the essentials—measuring concepts, formulating and testing
hypotheses, describing variables—while using key terms,
chapter-opening objectives, over 80 tables and figures, and
practical exercises to get them using and applying their new
skills. Using SPSS, STATA or R? Discounted package deals
available with Philip H. Pollock’s companion workbooks. See
more information on the "Packages" tab or contact your
SAGE | CQ Press sales rep. Give your students the SAGE
edge! SAGE edge offers a robust online environment
featuring an impressive array of free tools and resources for
review, study, and further exploration, keeping both
instructors and students on the cutting edge of teaching and
learning. Learn more at edge.sagepub.com/pollock.
Organized to complement an introductory course in political
science research methods, this work aims to help students
understand research as it is actually practiced. Each chapter
opens with an explanation of basic concepts and methods of
political research.
This textbook introduces the scientific study of politics,
supplying students with the basic tools to be critical
consumers and producers of scholarly research.
Understand the “how” and the “why” behind research in
political science. Step by step, Political Science Research
Methods walks students through the logic of research design,
carefully explaining how researchers choose which method to
employ. The Eighth Edition of this trusted resource offers a
greater emphasis on the ways in which particular methods
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are used by undergraduates, expanded coverage of the role
of the Internet in research and analysis, and more
international examples. Practice makes perfect. In the new
fourth edition of the accompanying workbook, Working with
Political Science Research Methods, students are given the
perfect opportunity to practice each of the methods presented
in the core text. This helpful supplement breaks each aspect
of the research process into manageable parts and features
new exercises and updated data sets. A solutions manual
with answers to the workbook is available to adopters.

Heavily grounded in helping students make the best
choices for their projects, this book explores how to
develop and work with theory, research questions,
and method selection to build solid, logical proposals
and move from research concepts to fully realized
designs. Rather than rushing initial planning stages
or reverse engineering questions from preferred
methods, it encourages students to challenge
unconscious biases around method selection and
analysis and provides step-by-step guidance on
choosing a method that is in-line with the question
being explored. Focused on the role of the
researcher within research design, it stresses the
need to consider the theoretical underpinnings of
research and not just practical issues when
designing a project. It provides a sophisticated toolkit
to understand: - The critical issues associated with
both qualitative and quantitative methods - The
approach that works best for specific research
questions - How design choices can affect practice.
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Perfect for upper undergraduate and postgraduate
students, this book will instil confidence and good
decision making to ensure constructively informed
design and practice.
This volume provides the first comprehensive
overview of how political scientists have used
experiments to transform their field of study.
War and the State exposes the invalid arguments
employed in the unproductive debate about Realism
among international relations scholars, as well as the
common fallacy of sharply distinguishing between
conflict among states and conflict within them. As R.
Harrison Wagner demonstrates, any understanding
of international politics must be part of a more
general study of the relationship between political
order and organized violence everywhere--as it was
in the intellectual tradition from which modern-day
Realism was derived. War and the State draws on
the insights from Wagner's distinguished career to
create an elegantly crafted essay accessible to both
students and scholars. "Possibly the most important
book on international relations theory since Kenneth
Waltz's Theory of International Politics." ---James
Fearon, Stanford University "This is one of the best
books on international relations theory I have read in
a very long time. It is required reading for any
student of modern IR theory. Once again, Wagner
has shown himself to be one of the clearest thinkers
in the field today." ---Robert Powell, Robson
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Professor of Political Science, University of
California, Berkeley "Painting on a vast canvas, and
tackling and integrating topics such as state
formation, domestic politics, and international
conflict, R. Harrison Wagner's War and the State
offers many brilliant insights into the nature of
international relations and international conflict. War
and the State compellingly highlights the importance
of constructing rigorous and valid theorizing and sets
a high standard for all students of international
relations. The field has much to gain if scholars
follow the trail blazed by Wagner in this book."
---Hein Goemans, University of Rochester R.
Harrison Wagner is Professor of Government at the
University of Texas.
Qualitative comparative methods – and specifically
controlled qualitative comparisons – are central to
the study of politics. They are not the only kind of
comparison, though, that can help us better
understand political processes and outcomes. Yet
there are few guides for how to conduct noncontrolled comparative research. This volume brings
together chapters from more than a dozen leading
methods scholars from across the discipline of
political science, including positivist and interpretivist
scholars, qualitative methodologists, mixed-methods
researchers, ethnographers, historians, and
statisticians. Their work revolutionizes qualitative
research design by diversifying the repertoire of
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comparative methods available to students of
politics, offering readers clear suggestions for what
kinds of comparisons might be possible, why they
are useful, and how to execute them. By
systematically thinking through how we engage in
qualitative comparisons and the kinds of insights
those comparisons produce, these collected essays
create new possibilities to advance what we know
about politics.
Novel collection of essays addressing contemporary
trends in political science, covering a broad array of
methodological and substantive topics.
This is a comprehensive guide to contemporary
research design in Political Science introducing a
wide range of cutting-edge research models and
examining their respective implications.
"Comprising more than 500 entries, the
Encyclopedia of Research Design explains how to
make decisions about research design, undertake
research projects in an ethical manner, interpret and
draw valid inferences from data, and evaluate
experiment design strategies and results. Two
additional features carry this encyclopedia far above
other works in the field: bibliographic entries devoted
to significant articles in the history of research design
and reviews of contemporary tools, such as software
and statistical procedures, used to analyze results. It
covers the spectrum of research design strategies,
from material presented in introductory classes to
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topics necessary in graduate research; it addresses
cross- and multidisciplinary research needs, with
many examples drawn from the social and
behavioral sciences, neurosciences, and biomedical
and life sciences; it provides summaries of
advantages and disadvantages of often-used
strategies; and it uses hundreds of sample tables,
figures, and equations based on real-life
cases."--Publisher's description.
Research Methods for Public Administrators
contains a thorough overview of research methods
and statistical applications for advanced
undergraduate and graduate students, and
practitioners. The material is based on established
social science methods. Concepts and applications
are discussed and illustrated with examples from
actual research. The book covers research design,
methods of data collection, instructions on
formulating research plans, measurement, sampling
procedures, and statistical applications from basic
statistics to more advance techniques. The basics of
conducting experiments, survey research, case
studies, and focus groups are discussed. Data
organization, management, and analysis are also
covered, as are data analysis and hypothesis
testing. Descriptive and inferential statistics are
discussed and illustrated with examples. The book
also includes a chapter on obtaining and analyzing
secondary data (data already collected for other
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purposes) and a chapter on reporting and presenting
research results to a variety of audiences. This is a
general textbook written primarily for students of
public administration and practitioners in public and
not-for-profit organizations. It includes materials
shown to be useful in gathering and assessing
information for making decisions and implementing
policies. The material is discussed at a level to be
accessible and with enough detail to be useful. New
to the seventh edition: Additional and expanded
material on qualitative research, big data, metadata,
literature reviews, and causal inference New material
on experiments and experimental research New
examples and case studies, including those dealing
with public policy Expanded material on using
computers for data management Information on new
NSF and NIH ethics and protection of human
subjects requirements for researchers New data sets
and Power Point slides for each chapter.
In the first volume of its kind, a collection of top policy
scholars combine empirical and methodological analysis in
the field of comparative policy studies to provide compelling
insights into the formulation, implementation and evaluation
of policies across regional and national boundaries.
Nothing rings truer to those teaching political science
research methods: students hate taking this course. Tackle
the challenge and turn the standard research methods
teaching model on its head with Political Science Research in
Practice. Akan Malici and Elizabeth S. Smith engage students
first with pressing political questions and then demonstrate
Page 14/23

Download File PDF Research Design In Political
Science How To Practice What They Preach
how a researcher has gone about answering them, walking
them through real political science research that contributors
have conducted. Through the exemplary use of a
comparative case study, field research, interviews, textual
and interpretive research, statistical research, survey
research, public policy and program evaluation, content
analysis, and field experiments, each chapter introduces
students to a method of empirical inquiry through a specific
topic that will spark their interest and curiosity. Each chapter
shows the process of developing a research question, how
and why a particular method was used, and the rewards and
challenges discovered along the way. Students can better
appreciate why we need a science of politics—why methods
matter—with these first-hand, issue-based discussions. The
second edition now includes: Two completely new chapters
on field experiments and a chapter on the
textual/interpretative method. New topics, ranging from the
Arab Spring to political torture to politically sensitive research
in China to social networking and voter turnout. Revised and
updated "Exercises and Discussion Questions" sections.
Revised and updated "Interested to Know More" and
"Recommended Resources" sections.
The second edition of this popular text provides a
comprehensive introduction to the main research methods
employed in the study of politics and assessment of their
strengths and limitations and of ethical issues in research. It
has been revised and updated throughout, and a new chapter
considers the relationship between research and policy.
Experimental political science is a rapidly expanding field.
This book provides an in-depth discussion of the core
challenges in experimental research, written by experienced
experimentalists. The common theme running through and
linking the chapters is the application of experimental
research in the twin fields of voting behaviour and political
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institutions. Topics covered include the implications of design
choices on theory testing capacities and pre-implementation
examination of political mechanisms, laboratory and survey
experiments, the application of triangulation designs using
different experimental methods, potentials of data analysis
using both quantitative and qualitative methods, as well as
inferences with respect to constructs, constituencies, and
causal claims, in particular in the context of repeated play.
The main emphasis of this book is on the implementation of
principles in experimental political science and the reflection
of actual practices.
This text starts by explaining the fundamental goal of good
political science research—the ability to answer interesting and
important questions by generating valid inferences about
political phenomena. Before the text even discusses the
process of developing a research question, the authors
introduce the reader to what it means to make an inference
and the different challenges that social scientists face when
confronting this task. Only with this ultimate goal in mind will
students be able to ask appropriate questions, conduct fruitful
literature reviews, select and execute the proper research
design, and critically evaluate the work of others. The authors'
primary goal is to teach students to critically evaluate their
own research designs and others’ and analyze the extent to
which they overcome the classic challenges to making
inference: internal and external validity concerns, omitted
variable bias, endogeneity, measurement, sampling, and
case selection errors, and poor research questions or theory.
As such, students will not only be better able to conduct
political science research, but they will also be more savvy
consumers of the constant flow of causal assertions that they
confront in scholarship, in the media, and in conversations
with others. Three themes run through Barakso, Sabet, and
Schaffner’s text: minimizing classic research problems to
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making valid inferences, effective presentation of research
results, and the nonlinear nature of the research process.
Throughout their academic years and later in their
professional careers, students will need to effectively convey
various bits of information. Presentation skills gleaned from
this text will benefit students for a lifetime, whether they
continue in academia or in a professional career. Several
distinctive features make this book noteworthy: A common set
of examples threaded throughout the text give students a
common ground across chapters and expose them to a broad
range of subfields in the discipline. Box features throughout
the book illustrate the nonlinear, "non-textbook" reality of
research, demonstrate the often false inferences and poor
social science in the way the popular press covers politics,
and encourage students to think about ethical issues at
various stages of the research process.
The third edition of Research Methods for Political Science
retains its effective approach to helping students learn what
to research, why to research and how to research. The text
integrates both quantitative and qualitative approaches to
research in one volume and covers such important topics as
research design, specifying research problems, designing
questionnaires and writing questions, designing and carrying
out qualitative research and analyzing both quantitative and
qualitative research data. Heavily illustrated, classroom
tested, exceptionally readable and engaging, the text
presents statistical methods in a conversational tone to help
students surmount "math phobia." Updates to this new edition
include: Research topics chapters have been upgraded and
expanded. Two mixed methods design chapters have been
added. A new chapter on hermeneutic analysis designs and
research with large data sets. The chapter on multivariate
statistics has been expanded, with an expanded discussion
on logistic regression. Tools on how to prepare and present
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research findings are now featured in the appendix, allowing
instructors more flexibility when teaching their courses.
Research Methods for Political Science will give students the
confidence and knowledge they need to understand the
methods and basics skills for data collection, presentation
and analysis.
Interviews are a frequent and important part of empirical
research in political science, but graduate programs rarely
offer discipline-specific training in selecting interviewees,
conducting interviews, and using the data thus collected.
Interview Research in Political Science addresses this vital
need, offering hard-won advice for both graduate students
and faculty members. The contributors to this book have
worked in a variety of field locations and settings and have
interviewed a wide array of informants, from government
officials to members of rebel movements and victims of
wartime violence, from lobbyists and corporate executives to
workers and trade unionists. The authors encourage scholars
from all subfields of political science to use interviews in their
research, and they provide a set of lessons and tools for
doing so. The book addresses how to construct a sample of
interviewees; how to collect and report interview data; and
how to address ethical considerations and the Institutional
Review Board process. Other chapters discuss how to link
interview-based evidence with causal claims; how to use
proxy interviews or an interpreter to improve access; and how
to structure interview questions. A useful appendix contains
examples of consent documents, semistructured interview
prompts, and interview protocols.
This text starts by explaining the fundamental goal of good
political science research--the ability to answer interesting
and important questions by generating valid inferences about
political phenomena. Before the text even discusses the
process of developing a research question, the authors
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introduce the reader to what it means to make an inference
and the different challenges that social scientists face when
confronting this task. Only with this ultimate goal in mind will
students be able to ask appropriate questions, conduct fruitful
literature reviews, select and execute the proper research
design, and critically evaluate the work of others. The authors'
primary goal is to teach students to critically evaluate their
own research designs and others' and analyze the extent to
which they overcome the classic challenges to making
inference: internal and external validity concerns, omitted
variable bias, endogeneity, measurement, sampling, and
case selection errors, and poor research questions or theory.
As such, students will not only be better able to conduct
political science research, but they will also be more savvy
consumers of the constant flow of causal assertions that they
confront in scholarship, in the media, and in conversations
with others. Three themes run through Barakso, Sabet, and
Schaffner's text: minimizing classic research problems to
making valid inferences, effective presentation of research
results, and the nonlinear nature of the research process.
Throughout their academic years and later in their
professional careers, students will need to effectively convey
various bits of information. Presentation skills gleaned from
this text will benefit students for a lifetime, whether they
continue in academia or in a professional career. Several
distinctive features make this book noteworthy: A common set
of examples threaded throughout the text give students a
common ground across chapters and expose them to a broad
range of subfields in the discipline. Box features throughout
the book illustrate the nonlinear, "non-textbook" reality of
research, demonstrate the often false inferences and poor
social science in the way the popular press covers politics,
and encourage students to think about ethical issues at
various stages of the research process.
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This is the perfect guide to conducting a research
project in Politics and International Relations. From
formulating a research question and conducting a
literature review to writing up and disseminating your
work, this book guides you through the research
process from start to finish. The book: - Is focused
specifically on research methods in Politics and IR Introduces the central methodological debates in a
clear, accessible style - Considers the key questions
of ethics and research design - Covers both
qualitative and quantitative approaches - Shows you
how to choose and implement the right methods in
your own project The book features two example
research projects – one from Politics, one from
International Relations– that appear periodically
throughout the book to show you how real research
looks at each stage of the process. Packed full of
engaging examples, it provides you with all you need
to know to coordinate your own research project in
Politics and International Relations.
Packed with features to promote learning this text is
ideal for use on an introductory methods course or
for readers carrying out their own research project. It
presents: - an overview of the philosophy and
principles of research - qualitative and quantitative
research methods and research design - a critical
review of selected methods - methods of gathering
information, such as interviews and focus groups,
and discusses issues associated with ensuring
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quality of information - appropriate methods for
analysing and interpreting data, and covers the
process of communicating research. The inclusion of
chapter objectives, regular summaries, questions for
discussion and tasks and assignments, makes this
the must-have text for researching politics.
Each year, tens of thousands of students who are
interested in politics go through a rite of passage:
they take a course in research methods. Many find
the subject to be boring or confusing, and with good
reason. Most of the standard books on research
methods fail to highlight the most important concepts
and questions. Instead, they brim with dry technical
definitions and focus heavily on statistical analysis,
slighting other valuable methods. This approach not
only dulls potential enjoyment of the course, but
prevents students from mastering the skills they
need to engage more directly and meaningfully with
a wide variety of research. With wit and practical
wisdom, Christopher Howard draws on more than a
decade of experience teaching research methods to
transform a typically dreary subject and teach
budding political scientists the critical skills they need
to read published research more effectively and
produce better research of their own. The first part of
the book is devoted to asking three fundamental
questions in political science: What happened?
Why? Who cares? In the second section, Howard
demonstrates how to answer these questions by
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choosing an appropriate research design, selecting
cases, and working with numbers and written
documents as evidence. Drawing on examples from
American and comparative politics, international
relations, and public policy, Thinking Like a Political
Scientist highlights the most common challenges
that political scientists routinely face, and each
chapter concludes with exercises so that students
can practice dealing with those challenges.
Increasingly, political scientists use the term
'experiment' or 'experimental' to describe their
empirical research. One of the primary reasons for
doing so is the advantage of experiments in
establishing causal inferences. In this book,
Rebecca B. Morton and Kenneth C. Williams discuss
in detail how experiments and experimental
reasoning with observational data can help
researchers determine causality. They explore how
control and random assignment mechanisms work,
examining both the Rubin causal model and the
formal theory approaches to causality. They also
cover general topics in experimentation such as the
history of experimentation in political science;
internal and external validity of experimental
research; types of experiments - field, laboratory,
virtual, and survey - and how to choose, recruit, and
motivate subjects in experiments. They investigate
ethical issues in experimentation, the process of
securing approval from institutional review boards for
Page 22/23

Download File PDF Research Design In Political
Science How To Practice What They Preach
human subject research, and the use of deception in
experimentation.
Practice makes perfect. This new, Fifth Edition of
Working with Political Science Research Methods
continues to support student learning by offering the
perfect opportunity to practice each of the methods
presented in the core text. Designed to be paired
with the Political Science Research Methods 9th
edition chapter-for-chapter, the workbook breaks out
each aspect of the research process into
manageable parts and features new exercises and
updated data sets. More than half of the book?s
exercises are new or updated and feature more
international examples, greater focus on qualitative
research methods, and directly correlates with the
text?s more condensed layout. A solutions manual
with answers to the workbook is available to
adopters.
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