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New research into the techniques of tablet weaving, sprang, braiding, knotting
and lace is presented in this lavishly illustrated volume written by leading
specialists from Austria, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Sweden,
Switzerland, the UK, and USA. Drawing inspiration from the pioneering work of
Peter Collingwood, this publication explores aspects of these craft skills in the
prehistoric, Roman, and medieval world through scientific, object-based analysis
and 'research through making'. Chapters include the growth of patterned tablet
weaving for trimming garments in prehistoric Central Europe; recently identified
styles of headdress worn in the Roman Rhineland and pre-Islamic Egypt; Vikingage Dublin as a production center for tablet-woven bands; a new interpretation of
the weaving technique used to make luxurious gold bands in the twelfth to late
thirteenth centuries; and the development out of plaiting of bobbin lace borders in
gold and silver threads from the fifteenth to early seventeenth centuries. Practical
experiments test methods of hand spinning and the production of figure-hugging
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hose in ancient Greece and Renaissance Italy. A typology of braid and knotting
structures in late medieval Europe is also set out for the first time. Diagrams,
illustrations, and photographs enrich each chapter with a wealth of visual source
material. The work is the outcome of recent discoveries of archaeological textile
finds from excavations as well as fresh examination of material recovered in the
past, or preserved in treasuries. Early textiles form an increasingly popular
subject of interest and this publication, which is a landmark in the study of various
specialized textile techniques, aims to provide the reader with a better
understanding of these virtuoso craft skills in antiquity.
Twenty chapters present the range of current research into the study of textiles
and dress in classical antiquity, stressing the need for cross and interdisciplinarity study in order to gain the fullest picture of surviving material. Issues
addressed include: the importance of studying textiles to understand economy
and landscape in the past; different types of embellishments of dress from
weaving techniques to the (late introduction) of embroidery; the close links
between the language of ancient mathematics and weaving; the relationships of
iconography to the realities of clothed bodies including a paper on the ground
breaking research on the polychromy of ancient statuary; dye recipes and
methods of analysis; case studies of garments in Spanish, Viennese and Greek
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collections which discuss methods of analysis and conservation; analyses of
textile tools from across the Mediterranean; discussions of trade and ethnicity to
the workshop relations in Roman fulleries. Multiple aspects of the production of
textiles and the social meaning of dress are included here to offer the reader an
up-to-date account of the state of current research. The volume opens up the
range of questions that can now be answered when looking at fragments of
textiles and examining written and iconographic images of dressed individuals in
a range of media. The volume is part of a pair together with Prehistoric, Ancient
Near Eastern and Aegean Textiles and Dress: an interdisciplinary anthology
edited by Mary Harlow, C_cile Michel and Marie-Louise Nosch
A Companion to Science, Technology, and Medicine in Ancient Greece and
Rome brings a fresh perspective to the study of these disciplines in the ancient
world, with 60 chapters examining these topics from a variety of critical and
technical perspectives. Brings a fresh perspective to the study of science,
technology, and medicine in the ancient world, with 60 chapters examining these
topics from a variety of critical and technical perspectives Begins coverage in 600
BCE and includes sections on the later Roman Empire and beyond, featuring
discussion of the transmission and reception of these ideas into the Renaissance
Investigates key disciplines, concepts, and movements in ancient science,
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technology, and medicine within the historical, cultural, and philosophical
contexts of Greek and Roman society Organizes its content in two halves: the
first focuses on mathematical and natural sciences; the second focuses on
cultural applications and interdisciplinary themes 2 Volumes
Woven textiles are produced by nearly all human societies. This volume
investigates evidence for patterned textiles (that is, textiles woven with elaborate
designs) that were produced by two early Mediterranean civilizations: the
Minoans of Crete and the Mycenaeans of mainland Greece, that prospered
during the Aegean Bronze Age, c. 3000–1200 BC, contemporary with Pharaonic
Egypt. Both could boast of specialists in textile production. Together with their
wine, oil, and art, Minoan and Mycenaean textiles were much desired as trade
goods. Artistic images of their fabrics preserved both in the Aegean and in other
parts of the Mediterranean show elaborate patterns woven with rich decorative
detail and color. Only a few small scraps of textiles survive but evidence for their
production is abundant and frescoes supply detailed information about a wide
variety of now-lost textile goods from luxurious costumes and beautifully
patterned wall hangings and carpets, to more utilitarian decorated fabrics. A
review of surviving artistic and archaeological evidence indicates that textiles
played essential practical and social roles in both Minoan and Mycenaean
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societies.
Major series of studies examining the literary exploitation of the imagery,
concepts and symbolism of ancient textiles and clothing in the Greek and Roman
world
From Paleolithic flax to 3D knitting, explore the global history of textiles and the
world they weave together in this enthralling and educational guide. The story of
humanity is the story of textiles -- as old as civilization itself. Since the first thread
was spun, the need for textiles has driven technology, business, politics, and
culture. In The Fabric of Civilization, Virginia Postrel synthesizes groundbreaking
research from archaeology, economics, and science to reveal a surprising
history. From Minoans exporting wool colored with precious purple dye to Egypt,
to Romans arrayed in costly Chinese silk, the cloth trade paved the crossroads of
the ancient world. Textiles funded the Renaissance and the Mughal Empire; they
gave us banks and bookkeeping, Michelangelo's David and the Taj Mahal. The
cloth business spread the alphabet and arithmetic, propelled chemical research,
and taught people to think in binary code. Assiduously researched and deftly
narrated, The Fabric of Civilization tells the story of the world's most influential
commodity.
A look at the incredibly well-preserved ancient mummies found in Western China
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describes their clothing and appearance, attempts to reconstruct their culture,
and speculates about how Caucasians could have found their way to the feet of
the Himalayan mountains. Reprint.
Abstract: The research goals reported in this dissertation were twofold: to
develop a protocol using non-destructive or minimally destructive methods to
classify the colorants that were used prehistorically as inorganic/organic and
pigment/dye, and to apply the protocol to selected textiles from Seip
archaeological site, Ohio. The principle guiding the research was to adapt and
sequence the analytical methods permitting the use of the smallest possible
sample size which could still yield the most information. Through non-destructive
forensic photography prior to any other analysis evidence for the chemical
differences on the archaeological textiles resulting from the prehistoric colorant
applications were revealed, which facilitated selective and purposive microsampling that maximized critical data acquisition while minimizing potential
destruction of the artifact. Pretests on replicated materials were conducted first to
assess feasibility and efficacy of selected analytical methods: photography in
different lighting conditions (simulated daylight, infrared and ultraviolet), optical
and scanning electron microscopy with energy dispersive X-ray analysis (EDS),
and inductively coupled mass spectrometry (ICP-MS) for elemental analysis.
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Differences in chemical signatures on painted replicas, otherwise invisible, were
confirmed by forensic photography. While working with replicas, limitations of the
analytical methods were discovered and addressed to adapt the methods for the
use on archaeological materials. A specific sequence of modified methods,
constituting the ideal protocol, was then applied to selected prehistoric textiles.
Based on the visual examination, eleven textiles from the Hopewellian Seip
Mound group were selected and divided into main colored groups: (1)
yellow/brown, (2) turquoise/white, and (3) charred. Each of these groups was
sampled based on the results of the photography; the turquoise/white group
showed patterns otherwise invisible. Optical microscopy illustrated that the
yellow/brown textiles were made of dyed rabbit hair with colorant saturated yarns
and patterns identical on both sides of the textiles. The two other groups were
painted. EDS of the yellow/brown group showed no elemental composition
differences between colors, but high organic and copper content as did the
turquoise/white group. The charred group showed no significant differences
between several colors. However, the red had higher calcium and lower iron
concentrations. Two textiles were identified as composite.
Examines the archaeological evidence for textiles and the materials and technologies
used in producing them in the prehistoric Southwest.
Page 7/26

File Type PDF Prehistoric Textiles The Development Of Cloth In The
Neolithic And Bronze Ages With Special Reference To The Aegean
Why were Prometheus and Loki envisioned as chained to rocks? What was the Golden
Calf? Why are mirrors believed to carry bad luck? How could anyone think that mortals
like Perseus, Beowulf, and St. George actually fought dragons, since dragons don't
exist? Strange though they sound, however, these "myths" did not begin as fiction. This
absorbing book shows that myths originally transmitted real information about real
events and observations, preserving the information sometimes for millennia within
nonliterate societies. Geologists' interpretations of how a volcanic cataclysm long ago
created Oregon's Crater Lake, for example, is echoed point for point in the local myth of
its origin. The Klamath tribe saw it happen and passed down the story--for nearly 8,000
years. We, however, have been literate so long that we've forgotten how myths encode
reality. Recent studies of how our brains work, applied to a wide range of data from the
Pacific Northwest to ancient Egypt to modern stories reported in newspapers, have
helped the Barbers deduce the characteristic principles by which such tales both
develop and degrade through time. Myth is in fact a quite reasonable way to convey
important messages orally over many generations--although reasoning back to the
original events is possible only under rather specific conditions. Our oldest written
records date to 5,200 years ago, but we have been speaking and mythmaking for
perhaps 100,000. This groundbreaking book points the way to restoring some of that
lost history and teaching us about human storytelling.
Older than both ceramics and metallurgy, textile production is a technology which
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reveals much about prehistoric social and economic development. This book examines
the archaeological evidence for textile production in Italy from the transition between
the Bronze Age and Early Iron Ages until the Roman expansion (1000-400 BCE), and
sheds light on both the process of technological development and the emergence of
large urban centres with specialised crafts. Margarita Gleba begins with an overview of
the prehistoric Appennine peninsula, which featured cultures such as the Villanovans
and the Etruscans, and was connected through colonisation and trade with the other
parts of the Mediterranean. She then focuses on the textiles themselves: their
appearance in written and iconographic sources, the fibres and dyes employed, how
they were produced and what they were used for: we learn, for instance, of the linen
used in sails and rigging on Etruscan ships, and of the complex looms needed to
produce twill. Featuring a comprehensive analysis of textiles remains and textile tools
from the period, the book recovers information about funerary ritual, the sexual
differentiation of labour (the spinners and weavers were usually women) and the
important role the exchange of luxury textiles played in the emergence of an elite.
Textile production played a part in ancient Italian society's change from an egalitarian to
an aristocratic social structure, and in the emergence of complex urban communities.
First runner-up for the British-Kuwait Friendship Society Book Prize in Middle Eastern
Studies 2015. In ancient Egypt, wrapping sacred objects, including mummified bodies,
in layers of cloth was a ritual that lay at the core of Egyptian society. Yet in the modern
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world, attention has focused instead on unwrapping all the careful arrangements of
linen textiles the Egyptians had put in place. This book breaks new ground by looking at
the significance of textile wrappings in ancient Egypt, and at how their unwrapping has
shaped the way we think about the Egyptian past. Wrapping mummified bodies and
divine statues in linen reflected the cultural values attached to this textile, with
implications for understanding gender, materiality and hierarchy in Egyptian society.
Unwrapping mummies and statues similarly reflects the values attached to Egyptian
antiquities in the West, where the colonial legacies of archaeology, Egyptology and
racial science still influence how Egypt appears in museums and the press. From the
tomb of Tutankhamun to the Arab Spring, Unwrapping Ancient Egypt raises critical
questions about the deep-seated fascination with this culture – and what that
fascination says about our own.
Textiles, textile production and clothing were essentials of living in prehistory, locked
into the system of society at every level "social, economic and even religious. Textile
crafts not only produced essential goods for everyday use, most notably clothing, but
also utilitarian objects as well as representative and luxury items. Prehistoric clothing
and their role in identity creation for the individual and for the group are also addressed
by means of archaeological finds from Stone the Iron Age in Central Europe.
"A fascinating history of…[a craft] that preceded and made possible civilization itself."
—New York Times Book Review New discoveries about the textile arts reveal women's
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unexpectedly influential role in ancient societies. Twenty thousand years ago, women
were making and wearing the first clothing created from spun fibers. In fact, right up to
the Industrial Revolution the fiber arts were an enormous economic force, belonging
primarily to women. Despite the great toil required in making cloth and clothing, most
books on ancient history and economics have no information on them. Much of this gap
results from the extreme perishability of what women produced, but it seems clear that
until now descriptions of prehistoric and early historic cultures have omitted virtually half
the picture. Elizabeth Wayland Barber has drawn from data gathered by the most
sophisticated new archaeological methods—methods she herself helped to fashion. In a
"brilliantly original book" (Katha Pollitt, Washington Post Book World), she argues that
women were a powerful economic force in the ancient world, with their own industry:
fabric.
Deals With The History Of Indian Textiles From Very Easily Times To The Mauryan
Period. Wide Coveage, Raw Materials, Dyeing, Embroidery, Trade And Commerce,
Guilds. 13 Maps 4 Plates And 13 Pictures. 6 Chapters-Conclusion, Bibliography.
Saharan trade has been much debated in modern times, but the main focus of interest
remains the medieval and early modern periods, for which more abundant written
sources survive. The pre-Islamic origins of Trans-Saharan trade have been hotly
contested over the years, mainly due to a lack of evidence. Many of the key
commodities of trade are largely invisible archaeologically, being either of high value
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like gold and ivory, or organic like slaves and textiles or consumable commodities like
salt. However, new research on the Libyan people known as the Garamantes and on
their trading partners in the Sudan and Mediterranean Africa requires us to revise our
views substantially. In this volume experts re-assess the evidence for a range of goods,
including beads, textiles, metalwork and glass, and use it to paint a much more
dynamic picture, demonstrating that the pre-Islamic Sahara was a more connected
region than previously thought.
Textile production is an economic necessity that has confronted all societies in the past.
While most textiles were manufactured at a household level, valued textiles were traded
over long distances and these trade networks were influenced by raw material supply,
labour skills, costs, as well as by regional traditions. This was true in the Mediterranean
regions and Making Textiles in pre-Roman and Roman times explores the abundant
archaeological and written evidence to understand the typological and geographical
diversity of textile commodities. Beginning in the Iron Age, the volume examines the
foundations of the textile trade in Italy and the emergence of specialist textile production
in Austria, the impact of new Roman markets on regional traditions and the role that
gender played in the production of textiles. Trade networks from far beyond the frontiers
of the Empire are traced, whilst the role of specialized merchants dealing in particular
types of garment and the influence of Roman collegia on how textiles were produced
and distributed are explored. Of these collegia, that of the fullers appears to have been
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particularly influential at a local level and how cloth was cleaned and treated is
examined in detail, using archaeological evidence from Pompeii and provincial contexts
to understand the processes behind this area of the textile trade.
This encyclopedia captures the experiences of women throughout world history and
illuminates how they have influenced and been influenced by these historical, social,
and demographic changes. It contains over 1,300 signed articles covering six main
areas: biographies; geography and history; comparative culture and society;
organizations and movements; womens and gender studies; and topics in world history.
Examining every aspect of the culture from antiquity to the founding of Constantinople
in the early Byzantine era, this thoroughly cross-referenced and fully indexed work is
written by an international group of scholars. This Encyclopedia is derived from the
more broadly focused Encyclopedia of Greece and the Hellenic Tradition, the highly
praised two-volume work. Newly edited by Nigel Wilson, this single-volume reference
provides a comprehensive and authoritative guide to the political, cultural, and social
life of the people and to the places, ideas, periods, and events that defined ancient
Greece.
A major new history of the race between two geniuses to decipher ancient Egyptian
hieroglyphs, set against the backdrop of nineteenth-century Europe In 1799, a French
Army officer was rebuilding the defenses of a fort on the banks of the Nile when he
discovered an ancient stele fragment bearing a decree inscribed in three different
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scripts. So begins one of the most familiar tales in Egyptology—that of the Rosetta Stone
and the decipherment of Egyptian hieroglyphs. This book draws on fresh archival
evidence to provide a major new account of how the English polymath Thomas Young
and the French philologist Jean-François Champollion vied to be the first to solve the
riddle of the Rosetta. Jed Buchwald and Diane Greco Josefowicz bring to life a bygone
age of intellectual adventure. Much more than a decoding exercise centered on a single
artifact, the race to decipher the Rosetta Stone reflected broader disputes about
language, historical evidence, biblical truth, and the value of classical learning.
Buchwald and Josefowicz paint compelling portraits of Young and Champollion, two
gifted intellects with altogether different motivations. Young disdained Egyptian culture
and saw Egyptian writing as a means to greater knowledge about Greco-Roman
antiquity. Champollion, swept up in the political chaos of Restoration France and
fiercely opposed to the scholars aligned with throne and altar, admired ancient Egypt
and was prepared to upend conventional wisdom to solve the mystery of the
hieroglyphs. Taking readers from the hushed lecture rooms of the Institut de France to
the windswept monuments of the Valley of the Kings, The Riddle of the Rosetta reveals
the untold story behind one of the nineteenth century's most thrilling discoveries.
Presenting selected histories in Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas, this work
discusses: political and economic issues; marriage practices, motherhood and
enslavement; and religious beliefs and spiritual development. Famous women,
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including Hatshepsut, Hortensia, Aisha, Hildegard of Bingen and Sei Shonangan, are
discussed as well as lesser known and anonymous women. Both primary and
secondary source readings are included.
This pioneering work revises our notions of the origins and early development of textiles
in Europe and the Near East. Using innovative linguistic techniques, along with
methods from palaeobiology and other fields, it shows that spinning and pattern
weaving began far earlier than has been supposed. Prehistoric Textiles made an
unsurpassed leap in the social and cultural understanding of textiles in humankind's
early history. Cloth making was an industry that consumed more time and effort, and
was more culturally significant to prehistoric cultures, than anyone assumed before the
book's publication. The textile industry is in fact older than pottery--and perhaps even
older than agriculture and stockbreeding. It probably consumed far more hours of labor
per year, in temperate climates, than did pottery and food production put together. And
this work was done primarily by women. Up until the Industrial Revolution, and into this
century in many peasant societies, women spent every available moment spinning,
weaving, and sewing. The author, Elizabeth Wayland Barber, demonstrates command
of an almost unbelievably disparate array of disciplines--from historical linguistics to
archaeology and paleobiology, from art history to the practical art of weaving. Her
passionate interest in the subject matter leaps out on every page. Barber, a professor
of linguistics and archaeology, developed expert sewing and weaving skills as a small
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girl under her mother's tutelage. One could say she had been born and raised to write
this book. Because modern textiles are almost entirely made by machines, we have
difficulty appreciating how time-consuming and important the premodern textile industry
was. This book opens our eyes to this crucial area of prehistoric human culture.
From the former director of the Museum of Arts and Design in New York, a timely and
passionate case for the role of the well-designed object in the digital age. Curator and
scholar Glenn Adamson opens Fewer, Better Things by contrasting his beloved
childhood teddy bear to the smartphones and digital tablets children have today. He
laments that many children and adults are losing touch with the material objects that
have nurtured human development for thousands of years. The objects are still here,
but we seem to care less and know less about them. In his presentations to groups, he
often asks an audience member what he or she knows about the chair the person is
sitting in. Few people know much more than whether it's made of wood, plastic, or
metal. If we know little about how things are made, it's hard to remain connected to the
world around us. Fewer, Better Things explores the history of craft in its many forms,
explaining how raw materials, tools, design, and technique come together to produce
beauty and utility in handmade or manufactured items. Whether describing the
implements used in a traditional Japanese tea ceremony, the use of woodworking tools,
or the use of new fabrication technologies, Adamson writes expertly and lovingly about
the aesthetics of objects, and the care and attention that goes into producing them.
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Reading this wise and elegant book is a truly transformative experience.
In the past, girls from rural southeastern Europe spent their childhoods weaving,
sewing, and embroidering festive dress so that upon reaching puberty they could join
the Sunday afternoon village dances garbed in resplendent attire. These extremely
colorful and intensely worked garments were often adorned with embroidery, lace,
metallic threads, coins, sequins, beads, and, perhaps most importantly, fringe, a
symbolic marker of fertility. Over time new forms of dress were added so that by 1900,
a southeastern European village woman's apparel consisted of millennia of layered
history. Even today this dress continues to be worn on festive occasions and by older
people in rural areas. Lavishly illustrated, Resplendent Dress from Southeastern
Europe features fifty stunning nineteenth- through twentieth-century ensembles from
Macedonia, Croatia, Albania, Montenegro, and neighboring countries, plus one hundred
individual items including aprons, vests, jackets, and robes. Elizabeth Wayland Barber
traces this twenty-thousand-year tradition of dress in fascinating detail.
This volume presents the results of a 2017 workshop at the Centre for Textile Research
(CTR), University of Copenhagen, an event within the framework of the MONTEX
project-including support from a Marie Sk
The central issues discussed in this new collected work in the highly successful ancient
textiles series are the relationships between fiber resources and availability on the one
hand and the ways those resources were exploited to produce textiles on the other.
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Technological and economic practices - for example, the strategies by which raw
materials were acquired and prepared - in the production of textiles play a major role in
the papers collected here. Contributions investigate the beginnings of wool use in
western Asia and southeastern Europe. The importance of wool in considerations of
early textiles is due to at least two factors. First, both wild as well as some
domesticated sheep are characterized by a hairy rather than a woolly coat. This raises
the question of when and where woolly sheep emerged, a question that has not up to
now been resolvable by genetic or other biological analyses. Second, wool as a fiber
has played a major role both economically and socially in both western Asian and
European societies from as early as the 3rd millennium BCE in Mesopotamia, and it
continues to do so, in different ways, up to the modern day. Despite the importance of
wool as a fiber resource contributors demonstrate clearly that its development and use
can only be properly addressed in the context of a consideration of other fibers, both
plant and animal. Only within a framework that takes into account historically and
regionally variable strategies of procurement, processing, and the products of different
types of fibers is it possible to gain real insights into the changing roles played by fibers
and textiles in the lives of people in different places and times in the past. With
relatively rare, albeit sometimes spectacular exceptions, archaeological contexts offer
only poor conditions of preservation for textiles. As a result, archaeologists are
dependent on indirect or proxy indicators such as textile tools (e.g., loom weights,
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spindle whorls) and the analysis of faunal remains to explore a range of such proxies
and methods by which they may be analyzed and evaluated in order to contribute to an
understanding of fiber and textile production and use in the past.
In 2004 the Austrian village of Hallstatt hosted the first Symposium on Hallstatt textiles,
the proceedings of which are published here.
Whilst seemingly simple garments such as the tunic remained staples of the classical
wardrobe, sources from the period reveal a rich variety of changing styles and attitudes
to clothing across the ancient world. Covering the period 500 BCE to 800 CE and
drawing on sources ranging from extant garments and architectural iconography to
official edicts and literature, this volume reveals Antiquity's preoccupation with dress,
which was matched by an appreciation of the processes of production rarely seen in
later periods. From a courtesan's sheer faux-silk garb to the sumptuous purple dyes of
an emperor's finery, clothing was as much a marker of status and personal expression
as it was a site of social control and anxiety. Contemporary commentators expressed
alarm in equal measure at the over-dressed, the excessively ascetic or at 'barbarian'
silhouettes. Richly illustrated with 100 images, A Cultural History of Dress and Fashion
in Antiquity presents an overview of the period with essays on textiles, production and
distribution, the body, belief, gender and sexuality, status, ethnicity, visual
representations, and literary representations.
In this book, based on the proceedings of a two-day workshop on experimental
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archaeology at the Irish Institute of Hellenic Studies at Athens in 2017, scholars, artists
and craftspeople explore how people in the past made things, used and discarded
them, from prehistory to the Middle Ages.
The first book on the origin of clothes shows why climate change was crucial - for the
origin of agriculture too.
It has often been claimed that "monsters"--supernatural creatures with bodies
composed from multiple species--play a significant part in the thought and imagery of
all people from all times. The Origins of Monsters advances an alternative view.
Composite figurations are intriguingly rare and isolated in the art of the prehistoric era.
Instead it was with the rise of cities, elites, and cosmopolitan trade networks that
"monsters" became widespread features of visual production in the ancient world.
Showing how these fantastic images originated and how they were transmitted, David
Wengrow identifies patterns in the records of human image-making and embarks on a
search for connections between mind and culture. Wengrow asks: Can cognitive
science explain the potency of such images? Does evolutionary psychology hold a key
to understanding the transmission of symbols? How is our making and perception of
images influenced by institutions and technologies? Wengrow considers the work of art
in the first age of mechanical reproduction, which he locates in the Middle East, where
urban life began. Comparing the development and spread of fantastic imagery across a
range of prehistoric and ancient societies, including Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, and
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China, he explores how the visual imagination has been shaped by a complex mixture
of historical and universal factors. Examining the reasons behind the dissemination of
monstrous imagery in ancient states and empires, The Origins of Monsters sheds light
on the relationship between culture and cognition.
There is evidence that ever since early prehistory, textiles have always had more than
simply a utilitarian function. Textiles express who we are - our gender, age, family
affiliation, occupation, religion, ethnicity and social, political, economic and legal status.
Besides expressing our identity, textiles protect us from the harsh conditions of the
environment, whether as clothes or shelter. We use them at birth for swaddling, in
illness as bandages and at death as shrouds. We use them to carry and contain people
and things. We use them for subsistence to catch fish and animals and for transport as
sails. In fact, textiles represent one of the earliest human craft technologies and they
have always been a fundamental part of subsistence, economy and exchange. Textiles
have an enormous potential in archaeological research to inform us of social,
chronological and cultural aspects of ancient societies. In archaeology, the study of
textiles is often relegated to the marginalized zone of specialist and specialized subject
and lack of dialogue between textile researchers and scholars in other fields means that
as a resource, textiles are not used to their full potential or integrated into the overall
interpretation of a particular site or broader aspects of human activity. Textiles and
Textile Production in Europe is a major new survey that aims to redress this. TwentyPage 21/26
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three chapters collect and systematize essential information on textiles and textile
production from sixteen European countries, resulting in an up-to-date and detailed
sourcebook and an easily accessible overview of the development of European textile
technology and economy from prehistory to AD 400. All chapters have an introduction,
give the chronological and cultural background and an overview of the material in
question organized chronologically and thematically. The sources of information used
by the authors are primarily textiles and textile tools recovered from archaeological
contexts. In addition, other evidence for the study of ancient textile production, ranging
from iconography to written sources to palaeobotanical and archaeozoological remains
are included. The introduction gives a summary on textile preservation, analytical
techniques and production sequence that provides a background for the terminology
and issues discussed in the various chapters. Extensively illustrated, with over 200
color illustrations, maps, chronologies and index, this will be an essential sourcebook
not just for textile researchers but also the wider archaeological community.

Coveted by museum curators and private collectors alike, these striking velvety
embroidered raffia cloths and ceremonial appliqu skirts were created deep in the
heart of the Congo by the Kuba people. The intricate, eye-dazzling abstract
designs, executed in an appealing palette of vegetal dyes, have inspired
innumerable artists and designers including Paul Klee, Henry Matisse, Eduardo
Chillida, Georges Braque, and Tristan Tzara. A value guide makes it an
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invaluable reference for collectors.
Discusses both the revolutionary cultural, social, and economic impact of Bronze
Age textile production in Europe and innovative methodologies for future studies.
The history of the Ancient Near East covers a huge chronological frame, from the
first pictographic texts of the late 4th millennium to the conquest of Alexander the
Great in 333 BC. During these millennia, different societies developed in a
changing landscape where sheep (and their wool) always played an important
economic role. The 22 papers presented here explore the place of wool in the
ancient economy of the region, where large-scale textile production began during
the second half of the 3rd millennium. By placing emphasis on the development
of multi-disciplinary methodologies, experimentation and use of archaeological
evidence combined with ancient textual sources, the wide-ranging contributions
explore a number of key themes. These include: the first uses of wool in textile
manufacture and organization of weaving; trade and exchange; the role of wool
in institutionalized economies; and the reconstruction of the processes that led to
this first form of industry in Antiquity. The numerous archaeological and written
sources provide an enormous amount of data on wool, textile crafts, and clothing
and these inter-disciplinary studies are beginning to present a comprehensive
picture of the economic and cultural impact of woollen textiles and textile
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manufacturing on formative ancient societies.
Textile and dress production, from raw materials to finished items, has had a
significant impact on society from its earliest history. The essays in this volume
offer a fresh insight into the emerging interdisciplinary research field of textile and
dress studies by discussing archaeological, iconographical and textual evidence
within a broad geographical and chronological spectrum. The thirteen chapters
explore issues, such as the analysis of textile tools, especially spindle whorls,
and textile imprints for reconstructing textile production in contexts as different as
Neolithic Transylvania, the Early Bronze Age North Aegean and the Early Iron
Age Eastern Mediterranean; the importance of cuneiform clay tablets as a
documentary source for both drawing a detailed picture of the administration of a
textile industry and for addressing gender issues, such as the construction of
masculinity in the Sumerian kingdoms of the 3rd millennium BC; and discussions
of royal and priestly costumes and clothing ornaments in the Mesopotamian
kingdom of Mari and in Mycenaean culture. Textile terms testify to intensive
exchanges between Semitic and Indo-European languages, especially within the
terminology of trade goods. The production and consumption of textiles and
garments are demonstrated in 2nd millennium Hittite Anatolia; from 1st
millennium BC Assyria, a cross-disciplinary approach combines texts, realia and
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iconography to produce a systematic study of golden dress decorations; and
finally, the important discussion of fibres, flax and wool, in written and
archaeological sources is evidence for delineating the economy of linen and the
strong symbolic value of fibre types in 1st millennium Babylonia and the Southern
Levant. The volume is part of a pair together with Greek and Roman Textiles and
Dress: An Interdisciplinary Anthology edited by Mary Harlow and Marie-Louise
Nosch.
An understanding of textiles and the role they played in the past is important for
anyone interested in past societies. Textiles served and in fact still do as both
functional and symbolic items. The evidence for ancient textiles in Europe is split
quite definitely along a north-south divide, with an abundance of actual examples
in the north, but precious little in the south, where indirect evidence comes from
such things as vase painting and frescoes. This volume brings together these two
schools to look in more detail at textiles in the ancient world, and is based on a
conference held in Denmark and Sweden in March 2003. Section one,
Production and Organisation takes a chronological look through more than four
thousand years of history; from Syria in the mid-third millennium BC, to
Seventeenth Century Germany. Section two, Crafts and Technology focuses on
the relationship between the primary producer (the craftsman) and the secondary
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receiver (the archaeologist/conservator). The third section, Society, examines the
symbolic nature of textiles, and their place within ancient societal groups.
Throughout the book emphasis is placed on the universality of textiles, and the
importance of information exchange between scholars from different disciplines.
A small book on finds First Aid for the Excavation of Archaeological Textiles is
included as an Appendix.
Provides information on the various peoples who lived in Europe from the earliest
times through the rise of classical civilization, as well as those who lived outside
the classical world before the fall of the Roman Empire.
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