Read Online Philosophy Of Mind Classical And
Contemporary Readings David J Chalmers

Philosophy Of Mind Classical And
Contemporary Readings David J
Chalmers
This series will include monographs and collections of
studies devoted to the investigation and exploration of
knowledge, information and data processing systems of
all kinds, no matter whether human, (other) animal, or
machine. Its scope is intended to span the full range of
interests from classical problems in the philosophy of
mind and philosophical psychology through issues in
cognitive psychology and sociobiology (concerning the
mental capabilities of other species) to ideas related to
artificial intelligence and to computer science. While
primary emphasis will be placed upon theoretical,
conceptual and epistemological aspects of these
problems and domains, empirical, experimental and
methodological studies will also appear from time to
time. One of the most, if not the most, exciting
developments within cognitive science has been the
emergence of connectionism as an alternative to the
computational conception of the mind that tends to
dominate the discipline. In this volume, John Tienson
and Terence Horgan have brought together a fine
collection of stimulating studies on connectionism and its
significance. As the Introduction explains, the most
pressing questions concern whether or not
connectionism can provide a new conception of the
nature of mentality. By focusing on the similarities and
differences between connectionism and other
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approaches to cognitive science, the chapters of this
book supply valuable resources that advance our
understanding of these difficult issues. J.H.F.
How is life related to the mind? Thompson explores this
so-called explanatory gap between biological life and
consciousness, drawing on sources as diverse as
molecular biology, evolutionary theory, artificial life,
complex systems theory, neuroscience, psychology,
Continental Phenomenology, and analytic philosophy.
Ultimately he shows that mind and life are more
continuous than previously accepted, and that current
explanations do not adequately address the myriad
facets of the biology and phenomenology of mind.
This volume is an introduction to contemporary debates
in the philosophy of mind. In particular, the author
focuses on the controversial "eliminativist" and
"instrumentalist" attacks - from philosophers such as of
Quine, Dennett, and the Churchlands - on our ordinary
concept of mind. In so doing, Rey offers an explication
and defense of "mental realism", and shows how Fodor's
representational theory of mind affords a compelling
account of much of our ordinary mental talk of beliefs,
hopes, and desires.
Exploring what great philosophers have written about the
nature of thought and consciousness Philosophy of
Mind: The Key Thinkers offers a comprehensive
overview of this fascinating field. Thirteen specially
commissioned essays, written by leading experts,
introduce and explore the contributions of those
philosophers who have shaped the subject and the
central issues and arguments therein. The modern
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debate about the mind was shaped by Descartes in the
seventeenth century, and then reshaped in the midtwentieth century, and since, by exciting developments in
science and philosophy. This book concentrates on the
development of philosophical views on the mind since
Descartes, offering coverage of the leading thinkers in
the field including Husserl, Ryle, Lewis, Putnam, Fodor,
Davidson, Dennett and the Churchlands. Crucially the
book demonstrates how the ideas and arguments of
these key thinkers have contributed to our understanding
of the relationship between mind and brain. Ideal for
undergraduate students, the book lays the necessary
foundations for a complete and thorough understanding
of this fascinating subject.
Premodern Buddhists are sometimes characterized as
veritable "mind scientists" whose insights anticipate
modern research on the brain and mind. Aiming to
complicate this story, Dan Arnold confronts a significant
obstacle to popular attempts at harmonizing classical
Buddhist and modern scientific thought: since most
Indian Buddhists held that the mental continuum is
uninterrupted by death (its continuity is what Buddhists
mean by "rebirth"), they would have no truck with the
idea that everything about the mental can be explained
in terms of brain events. Nevertheless, a predominant
stream of Indian Buddhist thought, associated with the
seventh-century thinker Dharmakirti, turns out to be
vulnerable to arguments modern philosophers have
leveled against physicalism. By characterizing the
philosophical problems commonly faced by Dharmakirti
and contemporary philosophers such as Jerry Fodor and
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Daniel Dennett, Arnold seeks to advance an
understanding of both first-millennium Indian arguments
and contemporary debates on the philosophy of mind.
The issues center on what modern philosophers have
called intentionality—the fact that the mind can be about
(or represent or mean) other things. Tracing an account
of intentionality through Kant, Wilfrid Sellars, and John
McDowell, Arnold argues that intentionality cannot, in
principle, be explained in causal terms. Elaborating some
of Dharmakirti's central commitments (chiefly his apoha
theory of meaning and his account of self-awareness),
Arnold shows that despite his concern to refute
physicalism, Dharmakirti's causal explanations of the
mental mean that modern arguments from intentionality
cut as much against his project as they do against
physicalist philosophies of mind. This is evident in the
arguments of some of Dharmakirti's contemporaneous
Indian critics (proponents of the orthodox Brahmanical
Mimasa school as well as fellow Buddhists from the
Madhyamaka school of thought), whose critiques
exemplify the same logic as modern arguments from
intentionality. Elaborating these various strands of
thought, Arnold shows that seemingly arcane arguments
among first-millennium Indian thinkers can illuminate
matters still very much at the heart of contemporary
philosophy.
Philosophy of Mind: The Basics is a concise and
engaging introduction to the fundamental philosophical
questions and theories about the mind. The author Amy
Kind, a leading expert in the field, examines central
issues concerning the nature of consciousness, thought,
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and emotion. The book addresses key questions such
as: What is the nature of the mind? What is the
relationship between the mind and the brain? Can
machines have minds? How will future technology
impact the mind? With a glossary of key terms and
suggestions for further reading, Philosophy of Mind: The
Basics is an ideal starting point for anyone seeking a
lively and accessible introduction to the rich and complex
study of philosophy of mind.
Quantum physics, in contrast to classical physics, allows
non-locality and indeterminism in nature. Moreover, the
role of the observer seems indispensable in quantum
physics. In fact, quantum physics, unlike classical
physics, suggests a metaphysics that is not physicalism
(which is today’s official metaphysical doctrine). As is
well known, physicalism implies a reductive position in
the philosophy of mind, specifically in its two core areas,
the philosophy of consciousness and the philosophy of
action. Quantum physics, in contrast, is compatible with
psychological non-reductionism, and actually seems to
support it. The essays in this book explore, from various
points of view, the possibilities of basing a non-reductive
philosophy of mind on quantum physics. In doing so,
they not only engage with the ontological and
epistemological aspects of the question but also with the
neurophysiological ones.
Consciousness and the Great Philosophers addresses
the question of how the great philosophers of the past
might have reacted to the contemporary problem of
consciousness. Each of the thirty-two chapters within this
edited collection focuses on a major philosophical figure
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from the history of philosophy, from Anscombe to
Xuanzang, and imaginatively engages with the problem
from their perspective. Written by leading experts in the
field, this exciting and engaging book explores the
relevance of the history of philosophy to contemporary
debates and therefore is essential reading for students
and scholars studying the history of philosophy,
contemporary philosophy of mind and consciousness, or
both.
In this book David Chalmers follows up and extends his
thoughts and arguments on the nature of consciousness that
he first set forth in his groundbreaking 1996 book, The
Conscious Mind.
This is a comprehensive collection of readings in the
philosophy of mind, ranging from Descartes to the leading
edge of the discipline. Extensive selections cover
foundations, the nature of consciousness, and the nature of
mental content.
David Chalmers develops a picture of reality on which all
truths can be derived from a limited class of basic truths. The
picture is inspired by Rudolf Carnap's construction of the
world in Der Logische Aufbau Der Welt. Carnap's Aufbau is
often seen as a noble failure, but Chalmers argues that a
version of the project can succeed. With the right basic
elements and the right derivation relation, we can indeed
construct the world. The focal point of Chalmers' project is
scrutability: the thesis that ideal reasoning from a limited class
of basic truths yields all truths about the world. Chalmers first
argues for the scrutability thesis and then considers how
small the base can be. The result is a framework in
"metaphysical epistemology": epistemology in service of a
global picture of the world. The scrutability framework has
ramifications throughout philosophy. Using it, Chalmers
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defends a broadly Fregean approach to meaning, argues for
an internalist approach to the contents of thought, and rebuts
W.V. Quine's arguments against the analytic and the a priori.
He also uses scrutability to analyze the unity of science, to
defend a sort of conceptual metaphysics, and to mount a
structuralist response to skepticism. Based on Chalmers's
2010 John Locke lectures, Constructing the World opens up
debate on central philosophical issues concerning
knowledge, language, mind, and reality.
The philosophy of mind has long been part of the core
philosophy curriculum, and this book is the classic,
comprehensive survey of the subject. Designed as an
introduction to the field for upper-level undergraduates and
graduate students, Philosophy of Mind focuses on the
mind–body problem and related issues, some touching on the
status of psychology and cognitive science. The third edition
has been thoroughly updated throughout to reflect
developments of the past decade, and it is the only text of its
kind that provides a serious and respectful treatment of
substance dualism. This edition also includes two new
chapters on the nature of consciousness and the status of
consciousness. Throughout the text, author Jaegwon Kim
allows readers to come to their own terms with the central
problems of the mind. At the same time, Kim's emerging
views are on display and serve to move the discussion
forward. Comprehensive, clear, and fair, Philosophy of Mind
is a model of philosophical exposition and a significant
contribution to the field.
The early modern period is arguably the most pivotal of all in
the study of the mind, teeming with a variety of conceptions of
mind. Some of these posed serious questions for
assumptions about the nature of the mind, many of which still
depended on notions of the soul and God. It is an era that
witnessed the emergence of theories and arguments that
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continue to animate the study of philosophy of mind, such as
dualism, vitalism, materialism, and idealism. Covering pivotal
figures in philosophy such as Descartes, Hobbes, Kant,
Leibniz, Cavendish, and Spinoza, Philosophy of Mind in the
Early Modern and Modern Ages provides an outstanding
survey of philosophy of mind of the period. Following an
introduction by Rebecca Copenhaver, sixteen specially
commissioned chapters by an international team of
contributors discuss key topics, thinkers, and debates,
including: Hobbes, Descartes’ philosophy of mind and its
early critics, consciousness, the later Cartesians,
Malebranche, Cavendish, Locke, Spinoza, Descartes and
Leibniz, perception and sensation, desires, mental substance
and mental activity, Hume, and Kant. Essential reading for
students and researchers in philosophy of mind,
enlightenment philosophy, and the history of philosophy,
Philosophy of Mind in the Early Modern and Modern Ages is
also a valuable resource for those in related disciplines such
as religion, history of psychology, and history of science.
Philosophy of mind is one of the most dynamic fields in
philosophy, and one that invites debate around several key
questions. There currently exist annotated tomes of primary
sources, and a handful of single-authored introductions to the
field, but there is no book that captures philosophy of mind’s
recent dynamic exchanges for a student audience. By
bringing compiling ten newly commissioned pieces in which
leading philosophers square off on five central, related
debates currently engaging the field, editor Uriah Kriegel has
provided such a publication.The five debates include: Mind
and Body: The Prospects for Russellian Monism Mind in
Body: The Scope and Nature of Embodied Cognition
Consciousness: Representationalism and the
Phenomenology of Moods Mental Representation: The
Project of Naturalization The Nature of Mind: The Importance
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of Consciousness. Preliminary descriptions of each chapter,
annotated bibliographies for each controversy, and a
supplemental guide to further controversies in philosophy of
mind (with bibliographies) help provide clearer and richer
views of active controversies for all readers.
This comprehensive and leading textbook has been revised
and reworked building on the themes of the first edition. As
before it covers all aspects of the nature of mind, and is ideal
for anyone coming to philosophy of mind for the first time.
Larry M. Jorgensen provides a systematic reappraisal of
Leibniz's philosophy of mind, revealing the full metaphysical
background that allowed Leibniz to see farther than most of
his contemporaries. In recent philosophy much effort has
been put into discovering a naturalized theory of mind.
Leibniz's efforts to reach a similar goal three hundred years
earlier offer a critical stance from which we can assess our
own theories. But while the goals might be similar, the content
of Leibniz's theory significantly diverges from that of today's
thought. Perhaps surprisingly, Leibniz's theological
commitments yielded a thoroughgoing naturalizing
methodology: the properties of an object are explicable in
terms of the object's nature. Larry M. Jorgensen shows how
this methodology led Leibniz to a fully natural theory of mind.

Characterized by many historically significant events,
such as the invention of the printing press, the
discovery of the New World, and the Protestant
Reformation, the years between 1300 and 1600 are
a remarkably rich source of ideas about the mind.
They witnessed a resurgence of Aristotelianism and
Platonism and the development of humanism.
However, philosophical understanding of the
complex arguments and debates during this period
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remain difficult to grasp. Philosophy of Mind in the
Late Middle Ages and Renaissance provides an
outstanding survey of philosophy of mind in this
fascinating and still controversial period and
examines the thought of figures such as Aquinas,
Suárez, and Ficino. Following an introduction by
Stephan Schmid, thirteen specially commissioned
chapters by an international team of contributors
discuss key topics, thinkers, and debates, including:
mind and method, the mind and its illnesses, the
powers of the soul, Averroism, intentionality and
representationalism, theories of
(self-)consciousness, will and its freedom, external
and internal senses, Renaissance theories of the
passions, the mind–body problem and the rise of
dualism, and the ‘cognitive turn’. Essential reading
for students and researchers in philosophy of mind,
medieval philosophy, and the history of philosophy,
Philosophy of Mind in the Late Middle Ages and
Renaissance is also a valuable resource for those in
related disciplines such as religion, literature, and
Renaissance studies.
How is our conception of what there is affected by
our counting ourselves as inhabitants of the natural
world? How do our actions fit into a world that is
altered through our agency? And how do we
accommodate our understanding of one another as
fellow subjects of experience--as beings with
thoughts and wants and hopes and fears? These
Page 10/22

Read Online Philosophy Of Mind Classical And
Contemporary Readings David J Chalmers
questions provide the impetus for the detailed
discussions of ontology, human agency, and
everyday psychological explanation presented in this
book. The answers offer a distinctive view of
questions about "the mind's place in nature," and
they argue for a particular position in philosophy of
mind: naive naturalism. This position opposes the
whole drift of the last thirty or forty years' philosophy
of mind in the English-speaking world. Jennifer
Hornsby sets naive naturalism against dualism, but
without advancing the claims of "materialism,"
"physicalism," or "naturalism" as these have come to
be known. She shows how we can, and why we
should, abandon the view that thoughts and actions,
to be seen as real, must be subject to scientific
explanation.
While the philosophical study of mind has always
required philosophers to attend to the scientific
developments of their day, from the twentieth
century onwards it has been especially influenced
and informed by psychology, neuroscience, and
computer science. Philosophy of Mind in the
Twentieth and Twenty-First Centuries provides an
outstanding survey of the most prominent themes in
twentieth-century and contemporary philosophy of
mind. It also looks to the future, offering cautious
predictions about developments in the field in the
years to come. Following an introduction by Amy
Kind, twelve specially commissioned chapters by an
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international team of contributors discuss key topics,
thinkers, and debates, including: the
phenomenological tradition, the mind–body problem,
theories of consciousness, theories of perception,
theories of personal identity, mental causation,
intentionality, Wittgenstein and his legacy, cognitive
science, and future directions for philosophy of mind.
Essential reading for students and researchers in
philosophy of mind and philosophy of psychology,
Philosophy of Mind in the Twentieth and TwentyFirst Centuries is also a valuable resource for those
in related disciplines such as psychology and
cognitive science.
This is Philosophy of Mind presents students of
philosophy with an accessible introduction to the
core issues related to the philosophy of mind.
Includes issues related to the mind-body problem,
artificial intelligence, free will, the nature of
consciousness, and more Written to be accessible to
philosophy students early in their studies Features
supplemental online resources on
www.thisisphilosophy.com and a frequently updated
companion blog, at http://tipom.blogspot.com
This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
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(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body
of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that
this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this
work has been proofread and republished using a
format that seamlessly blends the original graphical
elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process,
and thank you for being an important part of keeping
this knowledge alive and relevant.
The most important work by one of America's
greatest twentieth-century philosophers, Empiricism
and the Philosophy of Mind is both the epitome of
Wilfrid Sellars' entire philosophical system and a key
document in the history of philosophy. First
published in essay form in 1956, it helped bring
about a sea change in analytic philosophy. It broke
the link, which had bound Russell and Ayer to Locke
and Hume--the doctrine of "knowledge by
acquaintance." Sellars' attack on the Myth of the
Given in Empiricism and the Philosophy of Mind was
a decisive move in turning analytic philosophy away
from the foundationalist motives of the logical
empiricists and raised doubts about the very idea of
"epistemology." With an introduction by Richard
Rorty to situate the work within the history of recent
philosophy, and with a study guide by Robert
Brandom, this publication of Empiricism and the
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Philosophy of Mind makes a difficult but indisputably
significant figure in the development of analytic
philosophy clear and comprehensible to anyone who
would understand that philosophy or its history.
This book is a collection of essays exploring some
classical dimensions of mind both from the
perspective of an empirically-informed philosophy
and from the point of view of a philosophicallyinformed psychology. The chapters reflect the
different forms of interaction in an effort to clarify
issues and debates concerning some traditional
cognitive capacities. The result is a philosophically
and scientifically up-to-date collection of
"cartographies of the mind".
Now in a special gift edition, and featuring a brand
new foreword by Anthony Gottlieb, this is a
dazzlingly unique exploration of the works of
significant philosophers throughout the ages and a
definitive must-have title that deserves a revered
place on every bookshelf.
PHILOSOPHY of MIND “Philosophy of mind is an incredibly
active field thanks in part to the recent explosion of work in
the sciences of the mind. Jaworski’s book is a well-written,
comprehensive, and sophisticated primer on all the live
positions on the mind–body problem, including various kinds
of physicalism, emergentism, and his own favorite,
hylomorphism. This is a serious and responsible book for
philosophy students, philosophers, and mind scientists who
want to understand where they stand philosophically.” Owen
Flanagan, Duke University Philosophy of Mind introduces
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readers to one of the liveliest fields in contemporary
philosophy by discussing mind–body problems and the range
of solutions to them: varieties of substance dualism,
physicalism, dual-attribute theory, neutral monism, idealism,
and hylomorphism. It treats each position fairly, in greater
depth and detail than competing texts, and is written
throughout in a clear, accessible style that is easy to read,
free of technical jargon, and presupposes no prior knowledge
of philosophy of mind. The result is a balanced overview of
the entire field that enables students and instructors to grasp
the essential arguments and jump immediately into current
debates. William Jaworski discusses the impact of
neuroscience, biology, psychology, and cognitive science on
mind–body debates. Bibliographic essays at the end of each
chapter bring readers up to speed on the latest literature and
allow the text to be used in conjunction with primary sources.
Numerous diagrams and illustrations help newcomers grasp
the more complex ideas, and chapters on free will and the
philosophy of persons make the book a flexible teaching tool
for general philosophy courses in addition to courses in
philosophy of mind.
David Braddon-Mitchell and Frank Jackson’s popular
introduction to philosophy of mind and cognition is now
available in a fully revised and updated edition. Ensures that
the most recent developments in the philosophy of mind and
cognitive science are brought together into a coherent,
accessible whole. Revisions respond to feedback from
students and teachers and make the volume even more
useful for courses. New material includes: a section on
Descartes’ famous objection to materialism; extended
treatment of connectionism; coverage of the view that
psychology is autonomous; fuller discussion of recent
debates over phenomenal experience; and much more.
A clear and accessible introduction to the philosophy of mind,
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ideal for use on undergraduate courses.
Philosophy of Mind: Contemporary Readings is a
comprehensive anthology that draws together leading
philosophers writing on the major topics within philosophy of
mind. Robb and O'Connor have carefully chosen articles
under the following headings: *Substance Dualism and
Idealism *Materialism *Mind and Representation
*Consciousness Each section is prefaced by an introductory
essay by the editors which guides the student gently into the
topic in which leading philosophers are included. The book is
highly accessible and user-friendly and provides a broadranging exploration of the subject. Ideal for any philosophy
student, this book will prove essential reading for any
philosophy of mind course. The readings are designed to
complement John Heil's Philosophy of Mind: A Contemporary
Introduction, Second edition (Routledge 2003), although the
anthology can also be used as a stand-alone volume.
This volume identifies and develops how philosophy of mind
and phenomenology interact in both conceptual and
empirically-informed ways. The objective is to demonstrate
that phenomenology, as the first-personal study of the
contents and structures of our mentality, can provide us with
insights into the understanding of the mind and can
complement strictly analytical or empirically informed
approaches to the study of the mind. Insofar as
phenomenology, as the study or science of phenomena,
allows the mind to appear, this collection shows how the mind
can reappear through a constructive dialogue between
different ways—phenomenological, analytical, and empirical—of
understanding mentality.
Philosophy of Mind: Classical and Contemporary Readings is
a grand tour of writings on the perplexing questions about the
nature of the mind. The most comprehensive and best-selling
collection of its kind, the book includes selections that range
Page 16/22

Read Online Philosophy Of Mind Classical And
Contemporary Readings David J Chalmers
from the classical contributions of Descartes to the leading
edge of contemporary debates. Extensive sections cover
foundational issues, the nature of consciousness, and the
nature of mental content. Three of the selections are
published for the first time, while many other articles have
been revised especially for this volume. Each section opens
with an introduction by the editor.
Descartes's concept of the mind, as distinct from the body
with which it forms a union, set the agenda for much of
Western philosophy's subsequent reflection on human nature
and thought. This is the first book to give an analysis of
Descartes's pivotal concept that deals with all the functions of
the mind, cognitive as well as volitional, theoretical as well as
practical and moral. Focusing on Descartes's view of the
mind as intimately united to and intermingled with the body,
and exploring its implications for his philosophy of mind and
moral psychology, Lilli Alanen argues that the epistemological
and methodological consequences of this view have been
largely misconstrued in the modern debate. Informed by both
the French tradition of Descartes scholarship and recent
Anglo-American research, Alanen's book combines historicalcontextual analysis with a philosophical problem-oriented
approach. It seeks to relate Descartes's views on mind and
intentionality both to contemporary debates and to the
problems Descartes confronted in their historical context. By
drawing out the historical antecedents and the intellectual
evolution of Descartes's thinking about the mind, the book
shows how his emphasis on the embodiment of the mind has
implications far more complex and interesting than the usual
dualist account suggests.
We spend a lot of time thinking about other people: their
motivations, what they are thinking, why they want particular
things. Sometimes we are aware of it, but it often occurs
without conscious thought, and we can respond appropriately
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to other people's thoughts in a diverse range of situations.
The Social Mind: A Philosophical Introduction examines the
cognitive capacities that facilitate this amazing ability. It
explains and critiques key philosophical theories about how
we think about other people's minds, measuring them against
empirical findings from neuroscience, anthropology,
developmental psychology and cognitive ethology. Some of
the fascinating questions addressed include: How do we think
about other people's minds? Do we put ourselves in another's
shoes to work out what they think? When do we need to think
about another person's thoughts? What kinds of thoughts do
we attribute to others? Are they propositional attitudes like
beliefs and desires as analytic philosophers have often
assumed, or could they be something else? What sorts of
neural mechanisms underlie our ability to think about other
people's thoughts? How is the ability to think about other
minds different for individuals on the autism Spectrum? Is a
preoccupation with other people's thoughts a Western
phenomenon or is it found in all cultures? How do children
learn to think about other minds? Can non-human animals
think about other minds? These questions are applied to case
studies throughout the book, including mirror neurons, recent
research on infant social cognition, false belief tasks, and
cross-cultural studies. Covering complex interdisciplinary
debates in an accessible and clear way, with chapter
summaries, annotated further reading, and a glossary, The
Social Mind: A Philosophical Introduction is an ideal entry
point into this fast-moving and exciting field. It is essential
reading for students of philosophy of mind and psychology,
and also of interest to those in related subjects such as
cognitive science, social and developmental psychology, and
anthropology.
Addresses the psycho-physical dualism of the Nyaya school
of Indian philosophy with references to both Indian and
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Western philosophy.
Spanning 1200 years of intellectual history – from the 6th
century BCE emergence of philosophical enquiry in the Greek
city-state of Miletus, to the 6th century CE closure of the
Academy in Athens in 529 – Philosophy of Mind in Antiquity
provides an outstanding survey of philosophy of mind of the
period. It covers a crucial era for the history of philosophy of
mind, examining the enduring and controversial arguments of
Plato and Aristotle, in addition to the contribution of the Stoics
and other key figures. Following an introduction by John
Sisko, fifteen specially commissioned chapters by an
international team of contributors discuss key topics, thinkers,
and debates, including: the Presocratics, Plato, cognition,
Aristotle, intellect, natural science, time, mind, perception,
and body, the Stoics, Galen, and Plotinus. Essential reading
for students and researchers in philosophy of mind, ancient
philosophy, and the history of philosophy, Philosophy of Mind
in Antiquity is also a valuable resource for those in related
disciplines such as Classics.
This book explores a range of issues in the philosophy of
mind, with the mind-body problem as the main focus. It
serves as a stimulus to the reader to engage with the
problems of the mind and try to come to terms with them, and
examines Descartes's mind-body dualism.
The study of the mind has always been one of the main
preoccupations of philosophers, and has been a booming
area of research in recent decades, with remarkable
advances in psychology and neuroscience. Oxford University
Press now presents the most authoritative and
comprehensive guide ever published to the philosophy of
mind. An outstanding international team of contributors offer
45 specially written critical surveys of a wide range of topics
relating to the mind. The first two sections cover the place of
the mind in the natural world: its ontological status, how it fits
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into the causal fabric of the universe, and the nature of
consciousness. The third section focuses on the muchdebated subjects of content and intentionality. The fourth
section examines a variety of mental capacities, including
memory, imagination, and emotion. The fifth section looks at
epistemic issues, in particular regarding knowledge of one's
own and other minds. The volume concludes with a section
on self, personhood, and agency. The Oxford Handbook of
Philosophy of Mind will be an invaluable resource for
advanced students and scholars of philosophy, and also for
researchers in neighbouring disciplines seeking a high-level
survey of the state of the art in this flourishing field.
Why doesn't all this cognitive processing go on "in the dark,"
without any consciousness at all? In this book philosophers,
physicists, psychologists, neurophysiologists, computer
scientists, and others address this central topic in the growing
discipline of consciousness studies. At the 1994 landmark
conference "Toward a Scientific Basis for Consciousness",
philosopher David Chalmers distinguished between the
"easy" problems and the "hard" problem of consciousness
research. According to Chalmers, the easy problems are to
explain cognitive functions such as discrimination, integration,
and the control of behavior; the hard problem is to explain
why these functions should be associated with phenomenal
experience. Why doesnt all this cognitive processing go on "in
the dark", without any consciousness at all? In this book,
philosophers, physicists, psychologists, neurophysiologists,
computer scientists, and others address this central topic in
the growing discipline of consciousness studies. Some take
issue with Chalmers' distinction, arguing that the hard
problem is a non-problem, or that the explanatory gap is too
wide to be bridged. Others offer alternative suggestions as to
how the problem might be solved, whether through cognitive
science, fundamental physics, empirical phenomenology, or
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with theories that take consciousness as irreducible.
Contributors Bernard J. Baars, Douglas J. Bilodeau, David
Chalmers, Patricia S. Churchland, Thomas Clark, C. J. S.
Clarke, Francis Crick, Daniel C. Dennett, Stuart Hameroff,
Valerie Hardcastle, David Hodgson, Piet Hut, Christof Koch,
Benjamin Libet, E. J. Lowe, Bruce MacLennan, Colin McGinn,
Eugene Mills, Kieron OHara, Roger Penrose, Mark C. Price,
William S. Robinson, Gregg Rosenberg, Tom Scott, William
Seager, Jonathan Shear, Roger N. Shepard, Henry Stapp,
Francisco J. Varela, Max Velmans, Richard Warner
A welcome introduction to one of the most intellectually
demanding areas of the undergraduate philosophy
curriculum. The authors provide a clear framework within
which students can fit contemporary developments in the
Anglo-American tradition which provide the core themes of
philosophy of mind and which connect to their other work in
epistemology and philosophy of language.
Bringing together the best classical and contemporary
writings in the philosophy of mind and organized by topic, this
anthology allows readers to follow the development of
thinking in five broad problem areas - the mind/body problem,
mental causation, associationism/connectionism, mental
imagery, and innate ideas - over 2500 years of philosophy.
The writings range from Plato and Descartes to Fodor and the
PDP research group, showing how many of the current
concerns in the philosophy of mind and cognitive science are
firmly rooted in history. The editors have provided helpful
introductions to each of the main sections. Brian Beakley is
Assistant Professor in the Philosophy Department at Eastern
Illinois University. Peter Ludlow is Assistant Professor in the
Philosophy Department at SUNY, Stony Brook. Readings
from: Plato, Aristotle, St. Thomas Aquinas, Rene Descartes,
Thomas Hobbes, Nicolas Malebranche, Gottfried Wilhelm
Leibniz, John Locke, George Berkeley, David Hume,
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Immanuel Kant, John Stuart Mill, Thomas Henry Huxley,
William James, Oswald Kulpe, John Watson, jean Piaget,
Gilbert Ryle, U. T. Place, Hilary Putnam, Daniel Dennett,
Donald Davidson, Jerry Fodor, Roger Shepard, Jacqueline
Metzler, Saul Kripke, Ned Block, Noam Chomsky, Stephen
Kosslyn, Zenon Pylyshyn, Patricia Churchland, James
McClelland, David Rumelhart, Geoffrey Hinton, Paul
Smolensky, Seymour Papert.
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