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Mussolini
A remarkable new history evoking the centrality of Italy to World War II, outlining the brief rise
and triumph of the Fascists, followed by the disastrous fall of the Italian military campaign.
While staying closely aligned with Hitler, Mussolini remained carefully neutral until the summer
of 1940. At that moment, with the wholly unexpected and sudden collapse of the French and
British armies, Mussolini declared war on the Allies in the hope of making territorial gains in
southern France and Africa. This decision proved a horrifying miscalculation, dooming Italy to
its own prolonged and unwinnable war, immense casualties, and an Allied invasion in 1943
that ushered in a terrible new era for the country. John Gooch's new history is the definitive
account of Italy's war experience. Beginning with the invasion of Abyssinia and ending with
Mussolini's arrest, Gooch brilliantly portrays the nightmare of a country with too small an
industrial sector, too incompetent a leadership and too many fronts on which to fight.
Everywhere—whether in the USSR, the Western Desert, or the Balkans—Italian troops found
themselves against either better-equipped or more motivated enemies. The result was a war
entirely at odds with the dreams of pre-war Italian planners—a series of desperate
improvisations against an allied force who could draw on global resources, and against whom
Italy proved helpless.
Drawing on freshly discovered material--including correspondence previously unavailable
outside academia--the talented writer and journalist Nicholas Farrell has created a revelatory
biography of the Italian fascist leader and dictator. How did Mussolini manage to take power
and hold on to it for two decades? What inspired Churchill to call him "the Roman genius" and
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Pope Pius XI to say he was "sent by Providence"? And how did Mussolini successfully curtail
democracy without using mass murder to stay in command? Farrell answers these questions
and more, focusing particularly on Mussolini's fatal error: his alliance with Hitler, whom he
despised. Anyone interested in history, politics, and World War II will encounter an intriguing
and startling picture of one of the 20th century's key figures.
Ordinary Violence in Mussolini's Italy reveals the centrality of violence to Fascist rule, arguing
that the Mussolini regime projected its coercive power deeply and diffusely into society through
confinement, imprisonment, low-level physical assaults, economic deprivations, intimidation,
discrimination, and other everyday forms of coercion. Fascist repression was thus more
intense and ideological than previously thought and even shared some important similarities
with Nazi and Soviet terror.
PULITZER PRIZE WINNER • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY SAN
FRANCISCO CHRONICLE From National Book Award finalist David I. Kertzer comes the
gripping story of Pope Pius XI’s secret relations with Italian dictator Benito Mussolini. This
groundbreaking work, based on seven years of research in the Vatican and Fascist archives,
including reports from Mussolini’s spies inside the highest levels of the Church, will forever
change our understanding of the Vatican’s role in the rise of Fascism in Europe. The Pope
and Mussolini tells the story of two men who came to power in 1922, and together changed the
course of twentieth-century history. In most respects, they could not have been more different.
One was scholarly and devout, the other thuggish and profane. Yet Pius XI and “Il Duce” had
many things in common. They shared a distrust of democracy and a visceral hatred of
Communism. Both were prone to sudden fits of temper and were fiercely protective of the
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prerogatives of their office. (“We have many interests to protect,” the Pope declared, soon
after Mussolini seized control of the government in 1922.) Each relied on the other to
consolidate his power and achieve his political goals. In a challenge to the conventional history
of this period, in which a heroic Church does battle with the Fascist regime, Kertzer shows how
Pius XI played a crucial role in making Mussolini’s dictatorship possible and keeping him in
power. In exchange for Vatican support, Mussolini restored many of the privileges the Church
had lost and gave in to the pope’s demands that the police enforce Catholic morality. Yet in
the last years of his life—as the Italian dictator grew ever closer to Hitler—the pontiff’s faith in
this treacherous bargain started to waver. With his health failing, he began to lash out at the
Duce and threatened to denounce Mussolini’s anti-Semitic racial laws before it was too late.
Horrified by the threat to the Church-Fascist alliance, the Vatican’s inner circle, including the
future Pope Pius XII, struggled to restrain the headstrong pope from destroying a partnership
that had served both the Church and the dictator for many years. The Pope and Mussolini
brims with memorable portraits of the men who helped enable the reign of Fascism in Italy:
Father Pietro Tacchi Venturi, Pius’s personal emissary to the dictator, a wily anti-Semite
known as Mussolini’s Rasputin; Victor Emmanuel III, the king of Italy, an object of widespread
derision who lacked the stature—literally and figuratively—to stand up to the domineering Duce;
and Cardinal Secretary of State Eugenio Pacelli, whose political skills and ambition made him
Mussolini’s most powerful ally inside the Vatican, and positioned him to succeed the pontiff as
the controversial Pius XII, whose actions during World War II would be subject for debate for
decades to come. With the recent opening of the Vatican archives covering Pius XI’s papacy,
the full story of the Pope’s complex relationship with his Fascist partner can finally be told.
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Vivid, dramatic, with surprises at every turn, The Pope and Mussolini is history writ large and
with the lightning hand of truth.
What modern authoritarian leaders have in common (and how they can be stopped).
The early twentieth century in Italy was a crucial period in its history. Mussolini and Fascism
surveys all the important issues and topics of the period including the origins and rise of
Fascism, Mussolini as Prime Minister and Dictator, the Totalitarian state, foreign policy and the
Second World War. It also examines how Italian Fascism compared to other inter-war
dictatorships.
Study of the relationship between the military and foreign policies of Fascist Italy, 1922 to
1940.
In 1945, disguised in German greatcoat and helmet, Mussolini attempted to escape from the
advancing Allied armies. Unfortunately for him, the convoy of which he was part was stopped
by partisans and his features, made so familiar by Fascist propaganda, gave him away. Within
24 hours he was executed by his captors, joining those he sent early to their graves as an
outcome of his tyranny, at least one million people. He was one of the tyrant-killers who so
scarred interwar Europe, but we cannot properly understand him or his regime by any simple
equation with Hitler or Stalin. Like them, his life began modestly in the provinces; unlike them,
he maintained a traditonal male family life, including both wife and mistresses, and sought in
his way to be an intellectual. He was cruel (though not the cruellist); his racism existed, but
never without the consistency and vigor that would have made him a good recruit for the SS.
He sought an empire; but, in the most part, his was of the old-fashioned, costly, nineteenth
century variety, not a racial or ideological imperium. And, self-evidently Italian society was not
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German or Russian: the particular patterns of that society shaped his dictatorship. Bosworth's
Mussolini allows us to come closer than ever before to an appreciation of the life and actions of
the man and of the political world and society within which he operated. With extraordinary skill
and vividness, drawing on a huge range of sources, this biography paints a picture of brutality
and failure, yet one tempered with an understanding of Mussolini as a human being, not so
different from many of his contemporaries.

'The Pathfinder History' series is designed to help students make the transition
from GCSE to A level. Each book provides the student with a structured route
through the A level process and develops the skills needed for examination
success.
Describes the last twenty months of the life of the Italian dictator, culminating with
his capture and execution.
How successful was Mussolini in creating a force of loyal and committed
policemen to defend his regime and assist in the creation of a new fascist
civilization? How far were the Italian police transformed under Mussolini, and how
did policemen experience the dictatorship? This book examines Italy’s regular
police in the context of fascism’s efforts to modernise and establish ideological
control over the state. Contrasting the regime’s idealised representations with
the more humdrum realities of everyday practice, the book considers the impact
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of the dictatorship on the Italian police and their personnel. Presenting an inside
perspective on fascist repression, it focuses particularly on recruitment, training
and professionalism in the Interior Ministry Police, as well as officers' ideological
orientation, working conditions and quality of life. This book will appeal to
students and researchers in police history, Italian fascism and, more generally,
conflict and oppression in the twentieth century.
An incisive account of how Mussolini pioneered populism in reaction to Hitler's
rise--and thereby reinforced his role as a model for later authoritarian leaders On
the tenth anniversary of his rise to power in 1932, Benito Mussolini (1883-1945)
seemed to many the "good dictator." He was the first totalitarian and the first
fascist in modern Europe. But a year later Hitler's entrance onto the political
stage signaled a German takeover of the fascist ideology. In this definitive
account, eminent historian R.J.B. Bosworth charts Mussolini's leadership in
reaction to Hitler. Bosworth shows how Italy's decline in ideological preeminence, as well as in military and diplomatic power, led Mussolini to pursue a
more populist approach: angry and bellicose words at home, violent aggression
abroad, and a more extreme emphasis on charisma. In his embittered efforts to
bolster an increasingly hollow and ruthless regime, it was Mussolini, rather than
Hitler, who offered the model for all subsequent authoritarians.
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Benito Mussolini (1883-1945) was the founder of Fascism and iron-fisted ruler of
Italy for two decades. He was also an extremely able politician who won the
esteem of many statesmen—including Winston Churchill and influential persons in
the United States. This biography describes Mussolini's childhood; his education
(including his suspension from school for attacking other boys with knives); his
World War I experiences and severe wounding; his involvement in, and eventual
expulsion from the revolutionary Italian Socialist Party; his numerous love affairs,
his early career as a journalist and his rise to power and brutal rule.
Dotyczy m. in. Polski.
In 1922 the Fascist 'March on Rome' brought Benito Mussolini to power. He
promised Italians that his fascist revolution would unite them as never before and
make Italy a strong and respected nation internationally. In the next two decades,
Mussolini set about rebuilding the city of Rome as the site and symbol of the new
fascist Italy. Through an ambitious program of demolition and construction he
sought to make Rome a modern capital of a nation and an empire worthy of
Rome's imperial past. Building the new Rome put people to work, 'liberated'
ancient monuments, cleared slums, produced new "cities" for education, sports,
and cinema, produced wide new streets, and provided the regime with a setting
to showcase fascism's dynamism, power, and greatness. Mussolini's Rome thus
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embodied the movement, the man and the myth that made up fascist Italy.
A fresh treatment of Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany, revealing the close ties
between Mussolini and Hitler and their regimes ?From 1934 until 1944 Mussolini
met Hitler numerous times, and the two developed a relationship that deeply
affected both countries. While Germany is generally regarded as the senior
power, Christian Goeschel demonstrates just how much history has
underrepresented Mussolini's influence on his German ally. In this highly
readable book, Goeschel, a scholar of twentieth-century Germany and Italy,
revisits all of Mussolini and Hitler's key meetings and asks how these meetings
constructed a powerful image of a strong Fascist-Nazi relationship that still
resonates with the general public. His portrait of Mussolini draws on sources
ranging beyond political history to reveal a leader who, at times, shaped Hitler's
decisions and was not the gullible buffoon he's often portrayed as. The first
comprehensive study of the Mussolini-Hitler relationship, this book is a must-read
for scholars and anyone interested in the history of European fascism, World War
II, or political leadership.
THE PHENOMENAL INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER M. is a startling look into
the fascist mindset, a portrait of unrelenting determination, and an impeccable
work of historical fiction.
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MussoliniVintage
Benito Mussolini was a brilliant Socialist journalist who in 1914 declared war, put
himself at the head if the anti-Socialist movement in Italy, manoeuvred himself
into power by 1933 and ruled the country until overthrown in 1943. He was a
dynamic but insecure personality, who appeared dictatorial but always had to
share power with the military and bureaucratic establishment. Mussolini founded
an Empire in Africa and tried to 'make Italians' in his own heroic, war like image,
but in fact failed to even control his own family! In June 1940, when France fell,
he could not resist joining in the Second World War on the German side,
although Italy was not equipped for serious fighting. His rule ended in Military
disaster and personal humiliation. This new biography focuses both on
Mussolini's personality and on the way he exercised power, and regards these
two issues as closely linked. It sees him as a man with all the talents needed to
attain power but few of those needed to exercise it well. This book primarily
focuses on how Mussolini had absolutely the wrong personality for a successful
political leader.
This pioneering book offers the first account of the work of the photographers,
both official and freelance, who contributed to the forging of Mussolini's image. It
departs from the practice of using photographs purely for illustration and places
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them instead at the centre of the analysis. Throughout the 1930s photographs of
the Italian dictator Benito Mussolini were chosen with much care by the regime.
They were deployed to highlight those physical traits - the piercing eyes,
protruding jaw, shaved head - that were meant to evoke the Duce's strength,
determination and innate sense of leadership in the mind of his contemporaries.
The chapters in this volume explore the photographic image in the socio-political
context of the time and shows how it was a significant contributor to the
development of Italian mass culture between the two world wars.
Entre le Mussolini de ceux qui le prennent pour une marionnette de l'histoire,
celui des nostalgiques du fascisme qui ressassent là propagande des années 20
et 30, des amateurs d'anecdotes qu'intéresse uniquement la vie sentimentale
(agitée) du Duce et celui dont une érudition parfois accablante risque d'estomper
les traits, la véritable personnalité de l'une des figures noires du siècle qui
s'achève demeure pour beaucoup d'Européens une énigme. Comment saisir les
sinuosités d'une carrière commencée à l'ombre de Garibaldi et Mazzini, de
Proudhon, Marx et Nietzsche et achevée dans la fange de la République de SA ?
Pourquoi un fils du peuple devenu militant ouvrier et journaliste, héraut de
l'intervention dans la Première Guerre mondiale et numéro 2 du PSI, s'est-il
métamorphosé en un nationaliste à tous crins ; comment l'agitateur s'est-il fait le
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promoteur d'un régime d'ordre, comment le futuriste a-t-il fini par prôner le retour
à la Rome antique ? Pour quelles raisons un homme de longue date hostile à
l'Allemagne et indifférent aux problèmes " raciaux " a-t-il pu être l'alter ego latin
du Führer, jetant son pays dans une nouvelle guerre, mal préparée, et se faisant
le complice du génocide ? Qui est cet anticlérical signant les accords du Latran,
cet anticolonialiste conquérant l'Ethiopie, ce républicain offrant au roi le titre
d'empereur, cet adepte de l'union libre exaltant la famille traditionnelle ? Etc., etc.
Ces contradictions, ces revirements, ces reniements, Mussolini les a assumés et
même voulus, car il s'est très tôt persuadé qu'il était à lui seul le salut de l'Italie,
et cette certitude l'habita jusqu'à la fin ou presque. La passivité voire le soutien
(au moins jusqu'au milieu des années 30) des Italiens firent le reste en le
confortant dans cette idée.
A last surviving child of Benito Mussolini shares insights into his father's life,
describing such topics as Il Duce's relationship with his family and mistresses,
beliefs about education and the arts, partnership with Adolf Hitler, and
anticipation of the loss of World War II.
A biography of the prime minister of Italy who lead his country into World War II,
befriended the Nazi leader of Germany, and was eventually executed by his own
countrymen.
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The true nature of Mussolini's foreign policy during the late interwar period has
been the subject of considerable controversy. Was Mussolini in reality pro-British,
even as late as June 1940; or was his international policy more sinister and
based on conquering a Fascist empire in North Africa and the Middle East?
Robert Mallett makes use of much new archival evidence in order to answer this
riddle of interwar history. Mallett argues that Mussolini had harboured imperial
designs in the Mediterranean and Red Sea from as early as 1919, but that not
until 1933, with the rise of Hitler, was it possible for Fascist Italy to pursue a
programme of territorial expansion. Previously unpublished material also casts
new light on the Nazi-Fascist relationship, revealing it to be at times paranoid,
acrimonious and duplicitous on both sides. Although the book focuses on Italian
policy, it provides an important reassessment of the Ethiopian Crisis, the Spanish
Civil War, the Austro-German Anschluss, Munich and the run up to the Second
World War. Mallett shows that it is erroneous to place excessive emphasis on the
role of Adolf Hitler in subverting the interwar international order, and
demonstrates that Mussolini was heavily implicated in the global conflict that
erupted in September 1939.
Account of the rise and fall of Mussolini from 1922 to 1945 based on interviews with 454
persons and extensive research.
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*Includes pictures *Includes quotes and contemporary accounts *Includes online resources
and a bibliography for further reading "Democracy is beautiful in theory; in practice it is a
fallacy. You in America will see that some day." - Mussolini It's easy to forget how young Italy
was when Benito Mussolini was born on July 29, 1883. It is hard to conceive a territory with
such a long and ancient history was once young and troubled with constant conflict and
instability. Similar to Germany, Italy was unified in 1861, but contrary to its northern cousin, its
previous history was one of separation. Italy had no great romantic idea of a "Great Germany,"
keeping it unified even during the wars between city-states. Benito Mussolini was born and
raised in a highly volatile environment where ideas already considered extreme by most
contemporary observers, such as Socialism, would undergo a deep and violent transformation.
Mussolini would ride that wave to power, and he would hold it for decades as he
opportunistically tried to strengthen Italy's position and empire. That would lead him to foreign
interventions in Africa, and eventually an alliance with Nazi Germany's Adolf Hitler, ultimately
costing him everything and devastating his country throughout World War II. Mussolini's final
act was an attempt to flee his fate. On April 25, 1945, he was able to move about without
German interference as the Allies advanced. He wore a German uniform to hide his identity
and tried to march north with retreating troops, thinking he would find a way to freedom from
Germany, but an armed force of partisan troops stopped the column on April 27, 1945.
Mussolini was immediately identified, captured, and briefly jailed along with his lover, Claretta
Petacci. There was no great trial waiting for Mussolini and no last moment under the spotlight.
The partisan troops organized a show trial to give the proceedings some sense of legality, and
on April 29, 1945, they took Mussolini and Claretta out of jail. The Italian dictator was shot,
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along with his lover, after which their corpses were brought back to Milan's Loreto square and
hung by their feet. The very next day, Hitler would commit suicide in his bunker in Berlin, and
the fighting in Europe would finally come to an end a little more than a week later. Benito
Mussolini: The Life and Legacy of Italy's Fascist Prime Minister profiles one of the 20th
century's most notorious leaders. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events,
you will learn about Mussolini like never before.
Fascism was one of the defining experiences of the European 20th Century. Within it many of
the economic, political, social and cultural contradictions that had been brewing in the
unprecedented transformation that European society underwent in the 19th and early 20th
century came to a head. Mussolini, the man who most fashioned Italian Fascism, dramatically
expressed the unease and the hopes of his age. To what extent can we compare Mussolini's
Italy to Hitler's Germany or Stalin's Russia? What legacy has the experience of Fascism left
behind in Italy and in Europe? These and many more important questions are explored in
Finaldi's introduction to one of the most important movements of the European 20th Century.
In Mussolini and Fascist Italy Martin Blinkhorn explains the significance of the man, the
movement and the regime which dominated Italian life between 1922 and the closing stages of
the Second World War. He examines: those aspects of post-Risorgimento Italy which provided
the longterm context vital to an understanding of Fascism the social and political convulsions
wrought by economic change after 1890 and by Italy’s intervention in the First World War the
Fascist movement's rapid rise from obscurity to power and the subsequent establishment of
Mussolini’s dictatorship the history of the Fascist regime until its demise during the Second
World War the ways in which Italian Fascism has been understood by contemporary analysts
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and by historians. The third edition of this best-selling Lancaster Pamphlet provides an
expanded and fully updated analysis. New features include additional material on Fascist
totalitarianism and a completely revised consideration of the ways in which Fascism has been
interpreted.
Traces the life and political career of Mussolini, recounts the rise of fascism, and attempts to
clarify the motivations of the Italian dictator.
Benito Mussolini was a man of many contradictions but with one driving ambition: to rule Italy
and restore it to the power and splendor of the ancient Roman Empire, with himself as the new
Caesar. He became the founder of the Fascist movement and dictator of all of Italy. The son of
a poor blacksmith who was an ardent Socialist, Mussolini grew up in an atmosphere of political
agitation. He taught school for a brief time and then became a fiery journalist, attacking the
government with a violence that caused him to be imprisoned eleven times before he was
thirty. He was a genuine idealist, but he was also an opportunist. Mussolini used his influence
to get Italy into World War I by accepting a bribe from France, thus betraying his cause.
Mussolini’s weaknesses were dramatically revealed by the fantastic blunders he committed
during the war and by the swift collapse of his Fascist party under pressure. As defeat followed
defeat, he was arrested but escaped to northern Italy, where he became head of a puppet
government set up by Hitler. When World War II ended, he was executed.
With Mussolini ’s Italy, R.J.B. Bosworth—the foremost scholar on the subject writing in
English—vividly brings to life the period in which Italians participated in one of the twentieth
century’s most notorious political experiments. Il Duce’s Fascists were the original
totalitarians, espousing a cult of violence and obedience that inspired many other dictatorships,
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Hitler’s first among them. But as Bosworth reveals, many Italians resisted its ideology, finding
ways, ingenious and varied, to keep Fascism from taking hold as deeply as it did in Germany.
A sweeping chronicle of struggle in terrible times, this is the definitive account of Italy’s darkest
hour.
The cult of the Duce is the first book to explore systematically the personality cult of the Fascist
dictator Benito Mussolini. It examines the factors which informed the cult and looks in detail at
its many manifestations in the visual arts, architecture, political spectacle and the media. The
conviction that Mussolini was an exceptional individual first became dogma among Fascists
and then was communicated to the people at large. Intellectuals and artists helped fashion the
idea of him as a new Caesar while the modern media of press, photography, cinema and radio
aggrandised his every public act. The book considers the way in which Italians experienced the
personality cult and analyses its controversial resonances in the postwar period. Academics
and students with interests in Italian and European history and politics will find the volume
indispensable to an understanding of Fascism, Italian society and culture, and modern political
leadership. Among the contributions is an Afterword by Mussolini’s leading biographer, R.J.B.
Bosworth.
How did Benito Mussolini come to fascism? Standard accounts of the dictator have failed to
explain satisfactorily the transition from his pre-World War I 'socialism' to his post-war fascism.
This controversial new book is the first to examine closely Mussolini's political trajectory during
the Great War as evidenced in his journalistic writings, speeches and war diary, as well as
some previously unexamined archive material. The author argues that the 1914-18 conflict
provided the catalyst for Mussolini to clarify his deep-rooted nationalist tendencies. He
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demonstrates that Mussolini's interventionism was already anti-socialist and anti-democratic in
the early autumn of 1914 and shows how in and through the experience of the conflict the
future duce fine-tuned his authoritarian and totalitarian vision of Italy in a state of permanent
mobilization for war. Providing a radical new interpretation of one of the most important
dictators of the twentieth century, Mussolini in the First World War will appeal to anyone who
wants to learn more about the roots of fascism in modern Europe.
Although he could be both ruthless and opportunistic, Benito Mussolini was also driven by
ideology and his desire to make Italy great. But conservative forces in the Italian establishment
and factional warfare in his own fascist party were stumbling blocks to his policy, and ultimately
Italy never became as fascist as Mussolini would have liked. Clear and engaging, this survey is
key to the understanding of one of the most fascinating twentieth century European dictators.
With his signature insight and compelling style, Christopher Hibbert explains the extraordinary
complexities and contradictions that characterized Benito Mussolini. Mussolini was born on a
Sunday afternoon in 1883 in a village in central Italy. On a Saturday afternoon in 1945 he was
shot by Communist partisans on the shores of Lake Como. In the sixty-two years in between
those two fateful afternoons Mussolini lived one of the most dramatic lives in modern history.
Hibbert traces Mussolini's unstoppable rise to power and details the nuances of his facist
ideology. This book examines Mussolini's legacy and reveals why he continues to be both
revered and reviled by the Italian people.
The astonishing untold story of a woman who tried to stop the rise of Fascism and change the
course of history At 11 a.m. on Wednesday, April 7, 1926, a woman stepped out of the crowd
on Rome's Campidoglio Square. Less than a foot in front of her stood Benito Mussolini. As he
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raised his arm to give the Fascist salute, the woman raised hers and shot him at point-blank
range. Mussolini escaped virtually unscathed, cheered on by practically the whole world. Violet
Gibson, who expected to be thanked for her action, was arrested, labeled a "crazy Irish
spinster" and a "half-mad mystic"—and promptly forgotten. Now, in an elegant work of
reconstruction, Frances Stonor Saunders retrieves this remarkable figure from the lost
historical record. She examines Gibson's aristocratic childhood in the Dublin elite, with its
debutante balls and presentations at court; her engagement with the critical ideas of the
era—pacifism, mysticism, and socialism; her completely overlooked role in the unfolding drama
of Fascism and the cult of Mussolini; and her response to a new and dangerous age when
anything seemed possible but everything was at stake. In a grand tragic narrative, full of
suspense and mystery, conspiracy and backroom diplomacy, Stonor Saunders vividly
resurrects the life and times of a woman who sought to forestall catastrophe, whatever the
cost.
A master historian illuminates the tumultuous relationship of Il Duce and his young lover
Claretta, whose extraordinarily intimate diaries only recently have become available Few
deaths are as gruesome and infamous as those of Benito Mussolini, Italy's fascist dictator, and
Claretta (or Clara) Petacci, his much-younger lover. Shot dead by Italian partisans after
attempting to flee the country in 1945, the couple's bodies were then hanged upside down in
Milan's main square in ignominious public display. This provocative book is the first to mine
Clara's extensive diaries, family correspondence, and other sources to discover how the last in
Mussolini's long line of lovers became his intimate and how she came to her violent fate at his
side. R. J. B. Bosworth explores the social climbing of Claretta's family, her naïve and selfPage 18/19
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interested commitment to fascism, her diary's graphically detailed accounts of sexual life with
Mussolini, and much more. Brimful of new and arresting information, the book sheds intimate
light not only on an ordinary-extraordinary woman living at the heart of Italy's totalitarian fascist
state but also on Mussolini himself.
A vividly written portrait of Benito Mussolini, whose passion for the theatre profoundly shaped
his ideology and actions as head of fascist Italy This consistently illuminating book transforms
our understanding of fascism as a whole, and will have strong appeal to readers in both theatre
studies and modern Italian history.
Draws parallels between the fascism of the 1930s and the liberalism of the present, arguing
that liberal politicians from Woodrow Wilson to Hillary Clinton have espoused policies and
principles similar to those of Hitler's National Socialism.
Photographs, maps, illustrations, and text help chronicle Mussolini's involvement in the Fascist
movement in Italy during World War II.
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