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Modality is a grammatical, or semantic-grammatical, category. It is an important component of human languages. This is
at least the case in most European languages. To what extent is it a near-universal? This thesis is to contribute to the
question. It focuses on modal verbs in English and Chinese, two genetically and geographically unrelated languages, and
analyzes what these two languages have in common and how they differ in their systems of modality. To achieve the
aim, the thesis adopts the theoretical framework proposed by van der Auwera (1996, 1998 with Plungian, 2001) for the
typological study of modality. Its language-specific descriptions involve the morphosyntactic features, notional functions,
modal logic, and diachronic development. With these descriptions, it constructs a cross-linguistic database in a uniform,
parallel structure. Then on the basis of this database, it deals with the cross-linguistic issues about modality in English
and Chinese. Like many of the studies in this area, this research makes use of the well-sampled data in the relevant
literature, thereby assuring the same degree of representativeness. When the data do not meet this need, it resorts to
computer-based corpora. In the diachronic study of Chinese modality, quantitative analysis is adopted in proposing a
development path for the senses of a modal. English translation is given particular attention in the description of Chinese
modality and cross-linguistic analyses. One can only know one's own language only if one compares it with other
languages. The present study is conducive to a better understanding of English and Chinese. It contributes not only to
the investigation of language universals, but also to the study of human cognition and other linguistic or applied linguistic
issues.
This handbook offers an in depth and comprehensive state of the art survey of the linguistic domains of modality and
mood. An international team of experts in the field examine the full range of methodological and theoretical approaches
to the many facets of the phenomena involved. Following an opening section that provides an introduction and historical
background to the topic, the volume is divided into five parts. Parts 1 and 2 present the basic linguistic facts about the
systems of modality and mood in the languages of the world, covering the semantics and the expression of different
subtypes of modality and mood respectively. The authors also examine the interaction of modality and mood, mutually
and with other semantic categories such as aspect, time, negation, and evidentiality. In Part 3, authors discuss the
features of the modality and mood systems in five typologically different language groups, while chapters in Part 4 deal
with wider perspectives on modality and mood: diachrony, areality, first language acquisition, and sign language. Finally,
Part 5 looks at how modality and mood are handled in different theoretical approaches: formal syntax, functional
linguistics, cognitive linguistics and construction grammar, and formal semantics.
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This book provides a historical insight into the use and meanings of modal verbs in the language of the Early Modern
English period. It investigates how William Shakespeare and Christopher Marlowe employ these verbs in their tragedies
and history plays dating back to the end of the 16th century. Comparative analyses add to the clarity of the book and fill a
gap in the research on Marlovian language, which so far has been under-investigated in contrast to the language of
William Shakespeare. The findings offered here shed light on the history of modal verbs and constitute a valuable
contribution to contemporary Early Modern English studies. As such, the book represents an important resource for
students, teachers, and researchers involved in the study of Early Modern English language and language change.
The book presents new issues and areas of work in modality and evidentiality in English(es), and in relation to other
European languages (French, Galician, Lithuanian, Spanish). Given the complexity of the relations among modal and
evidential expressions, their constant diachronic evolution, and the variation found in different English-speaking areas,
and in different genres and discourse domains, the volume addresses the following issues: the conceptual nature of
modality, the relationship between the domains of modality and evidentiality, the evolution and current status of the
modal auxiliaries and other modal expressions, the relationship with neighbouring grammatical categories (tense, aspect,
mood), and the variation in different discourse domains and genres, in modelling stance and discourse identities.
Modality and the English ModalsRoutledge
The volume aims at a universal definition of modality or “illocutionary/speaker’s perspective force” that is strong enough
to capture the entire range of different subtypes and varieties of modalities in different languages. The central idea is that
modality is all-pervasive in language. This perspective on modality allows for the integration of covert modality as well as
peripheral instances of modality in neglected domains such as the modality of insufficieny, of attitudinality, or neglected
domains such as modality and illocutionary force in finite vs. nonfinite and factive vs. non-factive subordinated clauses. In
most languages, modality encompasses modal verbs both in their root and epistemic meanings, at least where these
languages have the principled distribution between root and epistemic modality in the first place (which is one
fundamentally restricted, in its strict qualitative and quantitative sense, to the Germanic languages). In addition, this
volume discusses one other intricate and partially highly mysterious class of modality triggers: modal particles as they are
sported in the Germanic languages (except for English). It is argued in the contributions and the languages discussed in
this volume how modal verbs and adverbials, next to modal particles, are expressed, how they are interlinked with
contextual factors such as aspect, definiteness, person, verbal factivity, and assertivity as opposed to other attitudinal
types. An essential concept used and argued for is perspectivization (a sub-concept of possible world semantics).
Language groups covered in detail and compared are Slavic, Germanic, and South East Asian. The volume will interest
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researchers in theoretical and applied linguistics, typology, the semantics/pragmatics interface, and language philosophy
as it is part of a larger project developing an alternative approach to Universal Grammar that is compatible with
functionalist approaches.
This book provides a broad overview of the issues relevant for the study of syntax of modals and their interaction with the
verbal system. A large number of novel observations are offered from a variety of languages, including Dutch, (Modern
and Middle) English, German, Lele, Macedonian, Middle Dutch and Slovene. The wealth of data, the critical evaluation of
existing syntactic analyses of modality and the alternative analyses proposed make the book interesting for both for
descriptively and for theoretically oriented syntacticians. Major concerns addressed are: the distinction between
epistemic and root modality (where the arguments pro and contra the assumption of a corresponding difference in
syntactic structure are evaluated, refined, and supplemented by arguments for syntactic distinction between necessity
and possibility modals and by consideration of the influence of the modal's complement on the interpretation), the
interaction between modality and clausal phenomena (in particular negation, but also imperatives, aspect and
Aktionsart), and the acquisition of modality (addressing cross-linguistic differences in the possibility for root infinitives to
express modal interpretations and the late acquisition of epistemic interpretations as compared with non-epistemic
interpretations).
This is the result of an investigation of a set of written and spoken texts in order to attain a solution to the problem of the system of modals.
The texts are drawn from the Survey of English Usage in University College London. This edition has been revised and the theoretical
chapters rewritten.
A detailed account of the many uses and functions of these verbs. The nature of modality, and some controversial issues, are also discussed.
Explores the language behaviour of speakers of English as a Lingua Franca (ELF), through the lens of Gricean pragmatics. It will be of
interest to a wide range of scholars across the fields of pragmatics, language contact, world Englishes, second language acquisition, and
English as a second language.
Here is a unique work of reference. Not only does it unite studies which explore the syntax and semantics of tense or modality, but it is the
first book of its kind to embrace the interaction of tense and modality within a coherent generative model.
Syntax – the study of sentence structure – has been at the centre of generative linguistics from its inception and has developed rapidly and in
various directions. The Cambridge Handbook of Generative Syntax provides a historical context for what is happening in the field of
generative syntax today, a survey of the various generative approaches to syntactic structure available in the literature and an overview of the
state of the art in the principal modules of the theory and the interfaces with semantics, phonology, information structure and sentence
processing, as well as linguistic variation and language acquisition. This indispensable resource for advanced students, professional linguists
(generative and non-generative alike) and scholars in related fields of inquiry presents a comprehensive survey of the field of generative
syntactic research in all its variety, written by leading experts and providing a proper sense of the range of syntactic theories calling
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themselves generative.
This volume presents strongly empirical, corpus-based studies of a range of English modal auxiliaries and modal constructions in specific
uses. It also approaches some of the classic issues in the field of modality from new perspectives, notably that of the Theory of Enunciative
Operations developed by the French linguist Antoine Culioli and his colleagues. "
By emphasizing, using English-German examples, the notion of factor set, this book fosters the awareness that successful and adequate
translation requires properly accounting for the pertinent translation factors in each individual case. The factor approach gives translation
criticism an objective yardstick for assessing the quality of translations . The authors explore the linguistic factors, including treatment of
illocution and its indeterminacy, and perlocution, as well as non-linguistic factors such as factuality, situation, and culture. The book also
includes aspects more genuinely linked to the notion of translation itself, such as translation units and word class and the nature and status of
factors in translation theory.
The Routledge Handbook of Semantics provides a broad and state-of-the-art survey of this field, covering semantic research at both word
and sentence level. It presents a synoptic view of the most important areas of semantic investigation, including contemporary methodologies
and debates, and indicating possible future directions in the field. Written by experts from around the world, the 29 chapters cover key issues
and approaches within the following areas: meaning and conceptualisation; meaning and context; lexical semantics; semantics of specific
phenomena; development, change and variation. The Routledge Handbook of Semantics is essential reading for researchers and
postgraduate students working in this area.
This volume brings together a collection of 18 papers that look into the expression of modality in the grammars of natural languages, with an
emphasis on its manifestations in naturally occurring discourse. Though the individual contributions reflect a diversity of languages, of
synchronic and diachronic foci, and of theoretical orientations — all within the broad domain of functional linguistics — they nonetheless
converge around a number of key issues: the relationship between 'mood' and 'modality'; the delineation of modal categories and their
nomenclature; the grounding of modality in interactive discourse; the elusive category 'irrealis'; and the relationship of modal notions and
categories to other categories of grammar.
Learn how to use modal verbs, one of the most important areas of English grammar. You will find out the meanings and correct contexts for
every modal and semi-modal verb and how to use alternative or substitute constructions when necessary. The book covers not only each
meaning of every modal and semi-modal verb but also the relationships between them, the characteristics and rules and the often neglected
area of pronunciations and stresses used by native speakers. Soft and weak pronunciations in spoken English, for example, impart different
meanings, an area rearely covered in standard courses or grammar books. In addition Learn Real English Modal Verbs covers real English
uses of modals, showing you the way that native speakers really use modals which isn't always how grammar books and English courses
teach. A FREE BONUS Modal Verb Pronunciation Guide with associated 53 online audio recordings is available to download with every
purchase of this book. Learn how to identify and understand modal verbs in real spoken English with this free supplement. Suitable for
learners of English as a Second Language, English tutors and those wanting to brush up on the grammar of Modal Auxiliary Verbs
This volume explores the linguistic expression of modality in natural language from a cross-linguistic perspective. Modal expressions provide
the basic tools that allow us to dissociate what we say from what is actually going on, allowing us to talk about what might happen or might
have happened, as well as what is required, desirable, or permitted. Chapters in the book demonstrate that modality involves many more
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syntactic categories and levels of syntactic structure than traditionally assumed. The volume distinguishes between three types of modality:
'low modality', which concerns modal interpretations associated with the verbal and nominal cartographies in syntax; 'middle modality', or
modal interpretation associated to the syntactic cartography internal to the clause; and 'high modality', relating to the left periphery. It
combines cross-linguistic discussions of the more widely-studied sources of modality with analyses of novel or unexpected sources, and
shows how the meanings associated with the three types of modality are realized across a wide range of languages.
This work is essentially based on grammaticalization theory – a branch of linguistics which has gained prominence since the 1980s. It focuses
on the interaction between diachrony and synchrony, langue and parole or, for that matter, competence and performance, I–language and
?–language. It does not see these levels as distinct linguistic domains, as much structurally oriented work does. It is important for the present
purposes that such an interactionist view entails that performance effects may over time cause new grammatical code relations. Hence the
importance of statistical empirical research, which led the author to adopt a predominantly corpus-based approach.
This book is a collection of papers on modals in the languages of Europe, written by experts in the area of modality. It provides readers with a
wealth of data and addresses the issues of under which circumstances modals are borrowed, from which linguistic materials they typically
arise in these languages, and whether and how modals form a system which is separate from other word classes.
Norwegian Modals is a detailed description of the syntactic and semantic properties of modals in Norwegian. Modal verbs in Mainland
Scandinavian languages have received much less attention than their English and German counterparts, hence this book seizes the
opportunity to present a range of new data and generalizations relevant for the study of Scandinavian languages, but also for the study of
modality in Germanic and other languages. The book critically evaluates a range of proposals from the modality literature, focusing on the
Theta-properties and the scopal properties of Modals in Germanic languages, and concludes that none of these previous proposals are able
to account for the syntax of modals in Norwegian. The Theta-properties of modals are shown to depend on the construction in which the
modal occurs, hence neither a raising analysis, a control analysis, nor a raising-versus-control analysis in fact suffices to exhaust these
properties of Norwegian modals. The interplay of modals with tense and aspect is likewise thoroughly investigated, presenting a range of data
revealing that existing universalist proposals are insufficient to account for even quite regular patterns. Instead, a new analysis is presented,
building on a new compositional tense system which exploits aspectual features of predicates and selectional preferences of modal classes.
This book investigates the distribution and interpretation of Covert Modality. Covert Modality is modality which we interpret but which is not
associated with any lexical item in the structure that we are interpreting. This dissertation investigates a class of environments that involves
covert modality. Examples of covert modality include wh-infinitival complements, infinitival relative clauses, purpose clauses, the 'have to'
construction, and the 'is to' construction (cf. 1): 1a. Tim knows [how to solve the problem]. ("Tim knows how one/he could/should solve the
problem.") 1b. Jane found [a book to draw cartoons in] for Sara. ("Jane found a book for Sara one could/should draw cartoons in.") 1c. [The
man to fix the sink] is here. ("The man whose purpose is to fix the sink is here.") 1d. Sue went to Torino [to buy a violin]. ("Sue went to Torino
so that she could buy a violin.") 1e. Bill has to reach Philadelphia before noon. ("Bill must reach Philadelphia before noon.") 1f. Will is to leave
tomorrow. ("Will is scheduled/supposed to leave tomorrow.") The interpretation of (1a-f) involves modality; however, there is no lexical item
that seems to be the source of the modality. What (1a-f) have in common is that they involve infinitivals. This book addresses the following
questions about covert modality: what is the source of this modality, what are its semantic properties, why are some but not all infinitival
relatives modal, and why are all infinitival questions modal? The infinitival [+wh] Complementizer is identified as the source of the covert
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modality. The apparent variability of the force of this modality is related to the particular semantics of this Complementizer. Infinitival relatives
that receive a non-modal interpretation are analyzed as being reduced relatives and thus not involving the infinitival [+wh] Complementizer.
In Corpus Linguistics and Sociolinguistics, Beke Hansen provides an in-depth analysis of variation and change in the expression of modality
in second-language varieties of English by adopting an integrated sociolinguistic and corpus-based approach.
The book revisits the notion of deontic modality from the perspective of an understudied category in the modal domain, viz. adjectives. On the
basis of synchronic and diachronic corpus studies, it analyses the semantics of English adjectives like essential and appropriate, and uses
this to refine traditional definitions of deontic modality, which are mainly based on the study of modal verbs. In a first step, it is shown that the
set of meanings expressed by extraposition constructions with deontic adjectives is quite different from the set of meanings identified in the
literature on modal verbs. Adjectival complement constructions lack the directive meanings of obligation or permission, which are traditionally
regarded as the core deontic categories, and they have semantic extensions towards non-modal meanings in the evaluative domain. In a
second step, the analysis of adjectives is used to propose an alternative definition of deontic modality, which covers both the meanings of
verbs and adjectives, and which can deal with the different extensions towards modal and non-modal categories. This is integrated into a
conceptual map, which works both in diachrony, defining pathways of change from premodal to modal to evaluative meaning, and in
synchrony, accommodating refinements within each set of meanings. In the process, this study points to the emergence of partially filled
constructions, and it offers additional evidence for well-established changes in the history of English, such as the decline of the subjunctive
and the rise of the to-infinitive in complement constructions. The book is of particular interest to researchers and graduate students with a
focus on mood and modality, and the interface between syntax, semantics and pragmatics, as well as that between synchrony and diachrony.
This book is a report of an investigation into the meanings of the modal auxiliaries in modern British English. The investigation took the form
of a large-scale corpus-based project, looking at modal auxiliaries in both written and spoken language, and taking into account stylistic
variation. The analysis of a corpus of a ¿real¿ language brings the analyst face-to-face with a problem which has frequently been avoided or
ignored in theoretical semantics: language is not an orderly phenomenon, and, as far as meaning is concerned, indeterminacy seems to be a
feature of all languages. But it is one thing to recognise the existence of indeterminacy, and another to deal with it adequately. Semantic
analysis conventionally consists in distinguishing one meaning from another, in recognising discrete categories, but the acknowledgement of
indeterminacy explicitly denies the existence of such discrete categories. This book examines in detail this problem and its relationship to a
study of modals.
This book offers original theoretical accounts and a wealth of descriptive information concerning modality in present-day English. At the same
time, it provides fresh impetus to more general linguistic issues such as grammaticalization, colloquialization, or the interplay between
sociolinguistic and syntactic constraints. The articles fall into four sections: (a) the semantics and pragmatics of core modal verbs; (b) the
status of emerging modal items; (c) stylistic variation and change; (d) sociolinguistic variation and syntactic models. The book is of
considerable value to students and teachers of English and Linguistics at undergraduate and graduate level worldwide.
Essay from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade: 2,7, Free University of Berlin (Institut
für Englische Philologie), course: History and Variation of English II, language: English, abstract: The question about the grammaticalization
process of the modal auxiliary verbs from Old English to Modern English is a highly discussed topic among linguistics and scholars today. It is
undisputed that, in the English that is spoken today, words like 'should', 'could' etc. form a separate category, or rather a subcategory, 'modal'
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that does not only syntactically differ from the usual English verbs, but also morphologically. That is, of course with the exception of a few
regional variations such as for example Scots, but since the main focus of this paper is on the standard British and American English dialects,
those regional non-standard dialects will not be taken into consideration here. For every native and average non-native speaker, it is natural
that modals like 'will' for example don't take the obligatory inflectional ending -s in third person singular present. Or that 'should', 'would' or
'could' do not have past tense meaning, although the forms itself are actually a past form. And it is also natural that just those verbs, which we
subcategorize as modals, will neither appear as infinitives with 'to' (*'I have to will'), nor do they require 'to' in combination with regular verbs
(*'I should to go'). Today we instinctively know that those usual grammatical rules that regular verbs require to be followed in order to correctly
be embedded in a sentence, don't apply to the modals. How did we get to this point, though? In the following paper I want to take a closer
look at how the modals developed from regularly inflectional verbs, that they still were in Old English, to this new category 'modal' which is no
longer a full verb that can stand alone in a sentence, but more of a grammatical function that signals either epistemic or deontic meaning.
A long established and highly regarded account of all aspects of the English verb taking account of recent work on tense, phase and aspect,
and of the author's own research. Theoretical discussion is kept to a minimum, but the arguments are always presented within a modern
theoretical framework.
Palmer investigates the category of modality, drawing on a wealth of examples from a wide variety of languages.
What do we mean when we say things like 'If only we knew what he was up to!' Clearly this is more than just a message,
or a question to our addressee. We are expressing simultaneously that we don't know, and also that we wish to know.
Several modes of encoding contribute to such modalities of expression: word order, subordinating subjunctions,
sentences that are subordinated but nevertheless occur autonomously, and attitudinal discourse adverbs which, far
beyond lexical adverbials of modality, allow the speaker and the listener to presuppose full agreement, partial agreement
under presupposed conditions, or negotiation of common ground. This state of the art survey proposes a new model of
modality, drawing on data from a variety of Germanic and Slavic languages to find out what is cross-linguistically
universal about modality, and to argue that it is a constitutive part of human cognition.
Modals and Quasi-modals in English reports the findings of a corpus-based study of the modals and a set of semantically-
related ‘quasi-modals’ in English. The study is the largest and most comprehensive to date in this area, and is informed
by recent developments in the study of modality, including grammaticalization and recent diachronic change. The
selection of the parallel corpora used, representing British, American and Australian English, was designed to facilitate
the exploration of both regional and stylistic variation.
This volume is a selection of papers presented at the 7th Chronos colloquium in Antwerp (2006), which deal with the
expression of modality (in a wide sense), by modal and semi-modal verbs (in Germanic and Romance languages), on the
one hand, and by other markers (in languages like Turkish, Tibetan and Japanese), on the other. The Antwerp
editionOCOs special conference topic was the interaction between tense and modality, of which some of the papers
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collected in this volume also testify. The volume covers a wide range of languages and topics. Specific topics include: the
distinction between root and epistemic modality and its interaction with tense and counterfactuality; epistemic deve and
dovrebbe in Italian; semi-modals in German; the interpretation of epistemic past modals in English and Spanish; the
interface between Turkish OCyalmostOCO adverbs and the Turkish verbal system; the meaning of epistemic endings in
Spoken Standard Tibetan; Korean OCyevidentialOCO markers teiru and ta and so-called fake past sentences in
Japanese."
Diploma Thesis from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1,
University of Bucharest (Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literatures), 45 entries in the bibliography, language: English,
abstract: Modality is a semantic concept that covers notions such as possibility, probability, permission, ability, volition,
necessity and obligation. The class of modals is in many languages both syntactically and semantically highly irregular
and unpredictable: modals frequently have idiosyncratic conjugational patterns and are subject to highly specialized
syntactic rules. One of the main characteristic of modal verbs is their relatively imprecise and indeterminate meaning,
their ambiguity: the same modal can be deontic (i.e. based on rules and regulations), but it may also involve processes,
sets of knowledge or belief systems, and thus get an epistemic interpretation. In order to define the class of modals or to
provide a set of environments in which a modal may be correctly or appropriately used, one must refer to many levels of
language: the purely syntactic environment, as well as the logical structure, the context of the utterance, the assumptions
that are shared by the speaker and the addressee, the social situation assumed by the participants in the discourse, the
impression the speaker wants to make on the addressee, and so on. There is also the question of the appropriate context
environments, that is, the semantic-pragmatic issue. Therefore, a complete analysis of a particular modal can only be
achieved by looking both at its syntactic features and at its semantic structure; in other words, the syntax of a modal verb
is based on its semantics, and these two dimensions are inseparable.
"Conditional sentences” express factual implications, or hypothetical situations and their consequences. There are two
clauses in conditional sentences: Dependent clause: Expresses the condition Main clause: Expresses the consequence
This Book Covers The Following Topics: What are “Conditional Sentences”? Present Real Conditional Sentences
Present Unreal Conditional Sentences Past Real Conditional Sentences Past Unreal Conditional Sentences Future Real
Conditional Sentences Future Unreal Conditional Sentences Continuous Forms of Conditional Sentences Mixed
Conditional Sentences 'Were To' - Conditional Sentences 'Special Force' - Conditional Sentences 'Wish'- Conditional
Sentences 'Miscellaneous' - Conditional Sentences Conditional Sentences: Exercise – 1 Conditional Sentences: Exercise
– 2 Summary Sample This: Present Real Conditional Sentences The Present Real Conditional Is Used To Talk About
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What You Normally Do In Real-Life Situations. STRUCTURE [First Part – If / When + Subject + Present Verb…, Second
Part – Simple Present] OR [First Part – Simple Present, Second Part – If / When + Subject + Present Verb…] Whether
Use “If” OR “When”? "If" implies - things don’t happen regularly. “When” implies - things happen regularly. If you eat
too much fast food, it makes you overweight. Or [It makes you overweight if you eat too much fast food.] If you put salt on
salad, they taste nicer. Or [They taste nicer if you put salt on salad.] When I have free time, I often sit in the library.
[Regularly] Or [I often sit in the library when I have free time.] MORE EXAMPLES: [First Part – If / When + Subject +
Present Verb…, Second Part – Simple Present] If I move to school, I never take my mobile. If you want to be a super-
achiever, first recognize your own capabilities. If it melts, it raises the sea level. If something bad happens anywhere, it is
natural to be sad. If you heat water, it boils. If the office closes early, we definitely go to the library. If you need help, call
me. If I don’t come on time, you are supposed to leave the office. If you feel sleepy, just go to bed. If that isn’t absolute
verification, I don’t know what is. If the contractors fail to achieve the target within the specified period, they are liable to
pay damages. If you don't get the first good, be content with the second good. [Note: Use of Imperative Sentence] If you
are working for something with convictions, you are satisfied. If proper punishment is not awarded to the accused, the
faith of the society is shaken in the legal system of the country. [Note: Use of passive voice – is + awarded, and is +
shaken] If uranium is bombarded with a neutron, it absorbs some. If a Swedish govt. is interested in such a deal at all,
Sweden can negotiate for itself a better deal. If a person is abused repeatedly then that person has the right to object and
the right to argue also. If my statement has pained someone then I regret it. If they have done something wrong that
doesn’t mean I have also done something wrong. If the refugee cannot afford to pay, she may be refused access to the
hospital or have her refugee card confiscated. [First Part – Simple Present, Second Part – If / When + Subject + Present
Verb…] I have come to bother you if you don’t mind. We don’t even know if any person by that name exists. Their wages
are cut if they do not report for duty on time. You learn a language better if you visit the country where it is spoken.
Agency works under pressure if one goes by what the ex-Director says. I apologize if at all the article hurt anyone. Power
companies can hike the tariffs if the cost of imported coal rises. Hang me if I am guilty. I meet him if I go there. Butter
dissolves if you leave it in sun. Plants die if you don’t water them. Milk goes off if you don’t keep it in a cool place. Ask
the officer if you have any problems. I don’t mind if you sit in my cabin. Customers get upset if they are being
overcharged. I have no problem if her name is disclosed. They promised to slash power rates if they are elected. Existing
laws can be deterrent if a time-based trial is conducted. Do you mind if I turn on the radio for a while? A death row convict
cannot be executed if he is not physically and mentally fit. A student may not be motivated to work hard if promotion is
guaranteed. Many of the deaths can be avoided if bikers wear the helmet. I go by taxi when the bus is late.
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Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject English - Grammar, Style, Working Technique, grade: 1, University of
Lüneburg, course: Grammar in context - Modal verbs, 7 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: This
paper deals with the task of modality, especially the modal verb must. The roots of modality can be found in the classical
Greek philosophy. Modality “derived from the fact that human beings often categorize their attitudes and experience in
terms of the way things might or must be, or might have been or must have been.” (Hoye, Leo (1997): Adverbs and
modality in English. Harlow: Longman) So modal verbs are fundamental in everyday life, they are used in every
conversation. With modals one can construct a possible world that differs from the actual world a lot.
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