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Whether one views Mao Zedong as a hero or a demon, the
"Great Helmsman" was, undoubtedly, a pivotal figure in the
history of twentieth-century China, a man whose life and
writings provide a fascinating window on the Chinese
experience from the 1920s onward. Part Mao biography, part
historical overview of the turbulent story of China’s
Communist revolutions, the introductory essay traces the
history of twentieth-century China, from Mao’s early career
up to the Chinese Communist Party’s victory in 1949,
through three decades of revolution to Mao’s death in 1976.
The second half of the volume offers a selection of Mao’s
writings — including such seminal pieces as "On New
Democracy" and selections from the Little Red Book — and
writings about Mao and his legacy by both his contemporaries
and modern scholars. Also included are headnotes to the
documents, a chronology, Questions for Consideration, 12
images, a selected bibliography, and an index.
Mao Zedong, first chairman of the People's Republic of
China, one of the founders of the Chinese Communist Party,
and the architect of the Cultural Revolution, was active in
Chinese politics for most of his eighty-two years, and became
one of the most important revolutionary figures in the
twentieth century. He spent the 1920s and 1930s struggling
to build the Chinese Communist Party. After the
establishment of the People's Republic, he strove to impose
his vision of socialism on his impoverished country, convinced
that if the power of the people could be harnessed, China
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country. The Great Leap Forward which he initiated was,
however, a disaster resulting in millions of deaths. Mao used
the Cultural Revolution to re-impose his authority; his critics
were persecuted and a personality cult was fostered. His
'Little Red Book' sold over 740 million copies. This book offers
the reader a powerful insight into the life and work of this
intriguing man.
Throughout this lively and concise historical account of Mao
Zedong’s life and thought, Rebecca E. Karl places the
revolutionary leader’s personal experiences, social visions
and theory, military strategies, and developmental and foreign
policies in a dynamic narrative of the Chinese revolution. She
situates Mao and the revolution in a global setting informed
by imperialism, decolonization, and third worldism, and
discusses worldwide trends in politics, the economy, military
power, and territorial sovereignty. Karl begins with Mao’s
early life in a small village in Hunan province, documenting
his relationships with his parents, passion for education, and
political awakening during the fall of the Qing dynasty in late
1911. She traces his transition from liberal to Communist over
the course of the next decade, his early critiques of the
subjugation of women, and the gathering force of the May 4th
movement for reform and radical change. Describing Mao’s
rise to power, she delves into the dynamics of Communist
organizing in an overwhelmingly agrarian society, and Mao’s
confrontations with Chiang Kaishek and other nationalist
conservatives. She also considers his marriages and
romantic liaisons and their relation to Mao as the
revolutionary founder of Communism in China. After
analyzing Mao’s stormy tenure as chairman of the People’s
Republic of China, Karl concludes by examining his legacy in
China from his death in 1976 through the Beijing Olympics in
2008.
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Cultural Revolution.
Traces how Mao Zedong the leader of the Chinese
Revolution impacted modern China, and discusses major
events such as the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural
Revolution.
Collects and analyzes seventy years of communist crimes
that offer details on Kim Sung's Korea, Vietnam under "Uncle
Ho," and Cuba under Castro.
Before the Chinese Communist Party came to power, China
lay broken and fragmented. Today it is a force on the global
stage, and yet its leaders have continued to be haunted by
the past. Drawing on an array of sources, Sulmaan Wasif
Khan chronicles the grand strategies that have sought not
only to protect China from aggression but also to ensure it
would never again experience the powerlessness of the late
Qing and Republican eras. The dramatic variations in
China’s modern history have obscured the commonality of
purpose that binds the country’s leaders. Analyzing the
calculus behind their decision making, Khan explores how
they wove diplomatic, military, and economic power together
to keep a fragile country safe in a world they saw as hostile.
Dangerous and shrewd, Mao Zedong made China whole and
succeeded in keeping it so, while the caustic, impatient Deng
Xiaoping dragged China into the modern world. Jiang Zemin
and Hu Jintao served as cautious custodians of the Deng
legacy, but the powerful and deeply insecure Xi Jinping has
shown an assertiveness that has raised both fear and hope
across the globe. For all their considerable costs, China’s
grand strategies have been largely successful. But the
country faces great challenges today. Its population is aging,
its government is undermined by corruption, its neighbors are
arming out of concern over its growing power, and
environmental degradation threatens catastrophe. A question
Haunted by Chaos raises is whether China’s time-tested
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Yang Jisheng’s The World Turned Upside Down is the
definitive history of the Cultural Revolution, in withering and
heartbreaking detail. As a major political event and a crucial
turning point in the history of the People’s Republic of China,
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution (1966–1976)
marked the zenith as well as the nadir of Mao Zedong’s ultraleftist politics. Following Tombstone, his groundbreaking and
award-winning history of the Great Famine, Yang Jisheng
presents the only history of the Cultural Revolution by an
independent scholar based in mainland China, and makes a
crucial contribution to understanding the lasting influence of
those years. The World Turned Upside Down puts every
political incident, major and minor, of those ten years under
extraordinary and withering scrutiny, and arrives in English at
a moment when contemporary Chinese governance is
leaning once more toward a highly centralized power
structure and a Mao-style cult of personality.

“The most revealing book ever published on Mao,
perhaps on any dictator in history.”—Professor
Andrew J. Nathan, Columbia University From 1954
until Mao Zedong's death twenty-two years later, Dr.
Li Zhisui was the Chinese ruler's personal physician,
which put him in daily—and increasingly
intimate—contact with Mao and his inner circle. in The
Private Life of Chairman Mao, Dr. Li vividly
reconstructs his extraordinary experience at the
center of Mao's decadent imperial court. Dr. Li
clarifies numerous long-standing puzzles, such as
the true nature of Mao's feelings toward the United
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States and the Soviet Union. He describes Mao's
deliberate rudeness toward Khrushchev and reveals
the actual catalyst of Nixon's historic visit. Here are
also surprising details of Mao's personal depravity
(we see him dependent on barbiturates and refusing
to wash, dress, or brush his teeth) and the sexual
politics of his court. To millions of Chinese, Mao was
more god than man, but for Dr. Li, he was all too
human. Dr. Li's intimate account of this lecherous,
paranoid tyrant, callously indifferent to the suffering
of his people, will forever alter our view of Chairman
Mao and of China under his rule. Praise for The
Private Life of Chairman Mao “From now one no one
will be able to pretend to understand Chairman
Mao's place in history without reference to this
revealing account.”—Professor Lucian Pye,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology “Dr. Li does
for Mao what the physician Lord Moran's memoir did
for Winston Churchill—turns him into a human being.
Here is Mao unveiled: eccentric, demanding,
suspicious, unregretful, lascivious, and unfailingly
fascinating. Our view of Mao will never be the same
again.”—Ross Terrill, author of China in Our Time
“An extraordinarily intimate portrait of Mao. [Dr. Li]
portrays [Mao's imperial court] as a place of
boundless decadence, licentiousness, selfishness,
relentless toadying and cutthroat political
intrigue.”—Richard Bernstein, The New York Times
“One of the most provocative books on Mao to
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appear since the publication of Edgar Snow's Red
Star Over China.”—Paul G. Pickowicz, The Wall
Street Journal
The concluding volume--following Mao's Great
Famine and The Tragedy of Liberation--in Frank
Dikötter's award-winning trilogy chronicling the
Communist revolution in China. After the economic
disaster of the Great Leap Forward that claimed tens
of millions of lives from 1958–1962, an aging Mao
Zedong launched an ambitious scheme to shore up
his reputation and eliminate those he viewed as a
threat to his legacy. The Cultural Revolution's goal
was to purge the country of bourgeois, capitalistic
elements he claimed were threatening genuine
communist ideology. Young students formed the
Red Guards, vowing to defend the Chairman to the
death, but soon rival factions started fighting each
other in the streets with semiautomatic weapons in
the name of revolutionary purity. As the country
descended into chaos, the military intervened,
turning China into a garrison state marked by bloody
purges that crushed as many as one in fifty people.
The Cultural Revolution: A People's History,
1962–1976 draws for the first time on hundreds of
previously classified party documents, from secret
police reports to unexpurgated versions of
leadership speeches. After the army itself fell victim
to the Cultural Revolution, ordinary people used the
political chaos to resurrect the market and hollow out
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the party's ideology. By showing how economic
reform from below was an unintended consequence
of a decade of violent purges and entrenched fear,
The Cultural Revolution casts China's most
tumultuous era in a wholly new light.
Offers a different perspective on Mao Zedong, the
major architect of the Chinese Revolution and leader
of the People's Republic of China until his death in
1976. Utilizing a number of documents written by
Mao, here, the author 'rethinks' Mao by subjecting a
number his controversial themes to fresh scrutiny.
Through first-person accounts, informational text,
and photos, students will learn about Chairman
Mao’s theories, military strategies, and political
policies known as Maoism, which forever changed
the culture of China and communication between the
East and the West.
Drawing on previously closed archives that have
since been made inaccessible again, this volume
contains the most crucial primary documents
concerning the fate of the Chinese peasantry
between 1957 and 1962, covering everything from
cannibalism and selective killing to mass murder.
Whether one views Mao Zedong as a hero or a
demon, the "Great Helmsman" was undoubtedly a
pivotal figure in the history of 20th-century China.
The first part of this volume is an introductory essay
that traces the history of 20th-century China, from
Mao's early career up to the Chinese Communist
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Party's victory in 1949, through three decades of
revolution, to Mao's death I 1976. The second half
offers a selection of Mao's writings - including such
seminal pieces as "On the New Democracy" and
selections from the "Little Red Book" - and writings
about Mao and his legacy by both his
contemporaries and modern scholars. Also included
are headnotes, a chronology, Questions for
Consideration, photographs, a selected bibliography,
and index.
Exposes the horrible result of Mao's attempted
utopian engineering in China between 1958 and
1962, uncovering a bloody trail of terror,
cannibalism, torture, and murder
This book challenges long-established views that
Mao Zedong became Chinese Communist Party
leader during the Long March (1934-1935) and that
by 1935 the CCP was independent of the Comintern
in Moscow. The result is a critique not only of official
Chinese historiography but also of Western
scholarship, which all future histories of the rise of
the PRC will need to take into account.
This book introduces the major works and debates in
Chinese children's literature within the framework of
China's revolution and modernization. It demonstrates
that the guiding rationale in children's literature was the
political importance of children as the nation's future.
The first documented, systematic study of a truly
revolutionary subject, this 1937 text remains the
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It concisely explains
unorthodox strategies that transform disadvantages into
benefits.
Read about Mao Zedong and how he created China in
this biography book for kids. Reading about how great
men lived will help a child navigate through life.
Sometimes, dreams are created when a child is inspired
by others. Biography stories will teach a child that with
hardwork, anything is possible. If Mao Zedong can do it,
so can your little one.
Mao Zedong fundamentally transformed China from a
Confucian society characterized by hierarchy and
harmony into a socialist state guided by communist
ideologies of class struggle and radicalization. It was a
transformation made possible largely by Mao's rhetorical
ability to attract, persuade, and mobilize millions of
Chinese people. Xing Lu's book, Rhetoric of Mao
Zedong, analyzes Mao's speeches and writings over a
span of sixty years, tracing the sources and evolution of
Mao's discourse, analyzing his skills as a rhetor and
mythmaker, and assessing his symbolic power and
continuing presence in contemporary China. Lu observes
that Mao's rhetorical legacy has been commoditized,
culturally consumed, and politically appropriated since
his death. Applying both Western rhetorical theories and
Chinese rhetorical concepts to reach a more nuanced
and sophisticated understanding of his rhetorical legacy,
Lu shows how Mao employed a host of rhetorical
appeals and strategies drawn from Chinese tradition and
how he interpreted the discourse of Marxism-Leninism to
serve foundational themes of his message. She traces
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formed and how they transformed China and Chinese
people. Lu also examines how certain ideas are
promoted, modified, and appropriated in Mao's rhetoric.
Mao's appropriation of Marxist theory of class struggle,
his campaigns of transforming common people into new
communist advocates, his promotion of Chinese
nationalism, and his stand on China's foreign policy all
contributed to and were responsible for reshaping
Chinese thought patterns, culture, and communication
behaviors.
Revolutionary and ruler, Marxist and nationalist, liberator
and despot, Mao Zedong takes a place among the iconic
leaders of the twentieth century. In this book, Maurice
Meisner offers a balanced portrait of the man who
defined modern China. From his role as leader of a
communist revolution in a war-torn and largely rural
country to the disasters of the Great Leap Forward and
the Cultural Revolution, the relationship between Mao's
ideas and his political action is highly disputed. With
unparalleled authority, Meisner shows how Mao's unique
sinification of Marxism provides the key to looking at this
extraordinary political career. The first part of the book is
devoted to Mao's revolutionary leadership before 1949,
in particular the influence of the liberal and anarchist
ideas of the May Fourth era, his discovery of Marxism,
Leninism and his conviction that peasants held the
potential for revolution. In the second part, Meisner
analyses Mao's early successes as a nationalist unifier
and modernizer, the failure of his socialism and his
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Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back
to the 1900s and before, are now extremely scarce and
increasingly expensive. We are republishing these
classic works in affordable, high quality, modern editions,
using the original text and artwork.
This biography will detail Mao's remarkable journey, from
being the son of a peasant to one of modern history's
greatest - and highly polarizing - leaders. It aims to
provide a better understanding of Mao as a person and
to try to unpack the personality traits and personal
experiences that shaped his worldview and actions.
Mao Zedong, also known as Chairman Mao, was a
Chinese communist revolutionary who became the
founding father of the People's Republic of China, which
he ruled as the chairman of the Communist Party of
China from its establishment in 1949 until his death in
1976.
Mao Zedong (December 26, 1893 - September 9, 1976), was
a Chinese Communist revolutionary and the founding father
of the People's Republic of China, which he governed as
Chairman of the Communist Party of China from its
establishment in 1949 until his death in 1976. His MarxistLeninist theories, military strategies and political policies are
collectively known as Maoism or Mao Zedong Thought.
These are the Selected Works published by the Marx-EngelsLenin Institute: -Analysis of the Classes in Chinese Society 13
-Report on an Investigation of the Peasant Movement in
Hunan -Be Concerned with the Well-Being of the Masses,
Pay Attention to Methods of Work -On Guerilla Warfare -On
Practice -On Contradiction -Combat Liberalism -On
Protracted War
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become chairman of the People's Republic during the
turbulent period of China's revolution and transformation.
Mao Zedong was one of the greatest leaders of China's
history. By the time he died in 1976, he had profoundly
changed the course of history. In this ebook you will learn
more interesting facts about the revolution in China. Many
people says that he was responsible for the deaths of
perhaps 60 million people. Who will be the next Superpower?
Is this China? It seems modern China is a country of
contradictions: a peasant society with some of the world's
most futuristic cities, heir to an ancient civilization that is still
trying to find a modern identity. China, in general, has been
one of the most intriguing countries in the world for most of its
history. The most populous nation of the world. The Modern
China is a work in progress, and this E-book is introduction
provides one of the best overviews of this process. Grab your
history book now!
For a champion of the poor, Mao Zedong was born to a
wealthy aristocratic family in Shaoshan, Hunan China. As an
adolescent, he once had to defend his father’s farm from
starving peasants during a famine, who wished to seize his
father's land and steal his grain. This same Mao would later
promote a policy of land reform that would give those
peasants the green light to violently overthrow the rich land
owners all over the Chinese countryside. Inside you will read
about... ? Where Revolution Was Made ? Mao Comes Into
His Own ? Mao, the Pragmatist ? From Nanking to Pearl
Harbor ? Consolidating Power ? Mao’s Stranglehold ? Mao
Loses Face And much more! Mao Zedong was a Marxist
revolutionary wishing to overthrow regimes he viewed as
“imperialist,” and yet Mao, often referred to as the “Red
Emperor,” behaved much like totalitarian Emperors of
China’s medieval past. Mao was a man of intriguing
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"A compelling year-long narrative of America's response to
the fall of Chiang Kai-shek and Nationalist China in 1949, and
Mao Zedong and the Communist Party's rise to power,
forever altering the world's geopolitical map"--Provided by
publisher.
Mao Zedong is recognized alongside Chiang Kai-Shek and
Sun Yat-Sen as one of the most influential figures of modern
Chinese history. His political control of the nation waned
during his later years, but he remained the Chairman of the
Community Party of China since it was established in 1949 to
the day he died (September 9, 1976).
"As Jude Blanchette details in China's New Red Guards, two
worrying trends in contemporary China point to Maoism's
revival. First, an increasingly popular hard-edged form of
nationalism that is reflexively anti-Western has taken root.
The second is an unapologetic embrace of extreme
authoritarianism that draws inspiration from the Maoist era.
China's assertive stance in the South China Sea and antiJapanese rhetoric represents the former, and the massive
crackdown on liberal thought since Xi Jinping assumed the
presidency represents the latter. The result is plain to see: a
more authoritarian and more militaristic China. Blanchette
goes further than this, though, arguing that what we're seeing
is a full-fledged Maoist revival. He centers his story around a
cast of nationalist intellectuals and activists who have helped
unleash a wave of populist enthusiasm and nostalgia for the
Great Helmsman's policies. That, combined with Xi's quick
implementation of a range of authoritarian policies, suggests
that the Maoist revival is neither epiphenomenal nor a
passing fad. The ramifications, Blanchette suggests, are
clear: those in the West who have been predicting waves of
democratization and liberalization are living in a dream world,
blithely unaware of either the Communist Party's commitment
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the CCP's founding leaders. In sum, China's New Red
Guards not only will reshape our understanding of the political
forces driving contemporary China, it also demonstrates how
ideologies can survive and prosper despite pervasive rumors
of their demise"-“Spence draws upon his extensive knowledge of Chinese
politics and culture to create an illuminating picture of Mao. . .
. Superb.” (Chicago Tribune) From humble origins in the
provinces, Mao Zedong rose to absolute power, unifying with
an iron fist a vast country torn apart by years of weak
leadership, colonialism, and war. This sharply drawn and
insightful account brings to life this modern-day emperor and
the tumultuous era that he did so much to shape. Jonathan
Spence captures Mao in all his paradoxical grandeur and
sheds light on the radical transformation he unleashed that
still reverberates in China today.

China’s Communist Party seized power in 1949 after a
long guerrilla insurgency followed by full-scale war, but
the revolution was just beginning. Andrew Walder
narrates the rise and fall of the Maoist state from 1949 to
1976—an epoch of startling accomplishments and
disastrous failures, steered by many forces but
dominated above all by Mao Zedong.
Comprehensively indexed and with an introduction newly
written by the editor, a leading expert in the field,Mao
Zedong and the Chinese Revolutionis sure to be
recognized as a vital reference resource for all serious
Mao scholars.
Mao Zedong remains one of the most controversial
figures in modern world history. This 'living legacy' is the
subject of intense, ongoing debate both within China and
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Here, volume 1 of the
only biography of Mao written with full access to the
Chinese Communist Party Archives to date is presented
in English translation. This volume, the first of three
undertaken by the historians of the Party Literature
Research Office of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China, covers Mao's career in the
pre-revolutionary period, 1893-1949. As an extended
official account of Mao, and Mao's thought, this work
offers a unique source through which to view the
Chinese Communist Party's portrayal of the
transformative events of the twentieth century and Mao's
pivotal role therein.
*** WINNER OF THE 2019 CUNDILL HISTORY PRIZE
SHORTLISTED FOR THE BAILLIE GIFFORD PRIZE
FOR NON-FICTION 2019 SHORTLISTED FOR THE
NAYEF AL-RODHAN PRIZE FOR GLOBAL
UNDERSTANDING SHORTLISTED FOR DEUTSCHER
PRIZE LONGLISTED FOR THE 2020 ORWELL PRIZE
FOR POLITICAL WRITING*** 'Revelatory and
instructive… [a] beautifully written and accessible book’
The Times For decades, the West has dismissed
Maoism as an outdated historical and political
phenomenon. Since the 1980s, China seems to have
abandoned the utopian turmoil of Mao’s revolution in
favour of authoritarian capitalism. But Mao and his ideas
remain central to the People’s Republic and the
legitimacy of its Communist government. With
disagreements and conflicts between China and the
West on the rise, the need to understand the political
legacy of Mao is urgent and growing. The power and
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Maoism was a crucial motor of the Cold War: it shaped
the course of the Vietnam War (and the international
youth rebellions that conflict triggered) and brought to
power the murderous Khmer Rouge in Cambodia; it
aided, and sometimes handed victory to, anti-colonial
resistance movements in Africa; it inspired terrorism in
Germany and Italy, and wars and insurgencies in Peru,
India and Nepal, some of which are still with us today –
more than forty years after the death of Mao. In this new
history, Julia Lovell re-evaluates Maoism as both a
Chinese and an international force, linking its evolution in
China with its global legacy. It is a story that takes us
from the tea plantations of north India to the sierras of
the Andes, from Paris’s fifth arrondissement to the fields
of Tanzania, from the rice paddies of Cambodia to the
terraces of Brixton. Starting with the birth of Mao’s
revolution in northwest China in the 1930s and
concluding with its violent afterlives in South Asia and
resurgence in the People’s Republic today, this is a
landmark history of global Maoism.
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