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Malayalam Stories And Summary
He Had Eventful Experiences In A Prison And An Asylum. He Travelled With Sufis And
Sanyasis And Did Odd Jobs. At The End Of It, Basheer Has A Bagful Of Stories. Coming From
The Man Who Alerted The Map Of Malayalam Fiction Five Decades Ago, This Volume Of
Short Stories Is Bound To Be An Unforgettable Experience.
Mrs. Louise Mallard, afflicted with a heart condition, reflects on the death of her husband from
the safety of her locked room. Originally published in Vogue magazine, “The Story of an Hour”
was retitled as “The Dream of an Hour,” when it was published amid much controversy under
its new title a year later in St. Louis Life. “The Story of an Hour” was adapted to film in The Joy
That Kills by director Tina Rathbone, which was part of a PBS anthology called American
Playhouse. HarperPerennial Classics brings great works of literature to life in digital format,
upholding the highest standards in ebook production and celebrating reading in all its forms.
Look for more titles in the HarperPerennial Classics collection to build your digital library.
A realistic and emotional look at a woman who falls into the grips of insanity written by the
iconic American writer Sylvia Plath “It is this perfectly wrought prose and the freshness of
Plath’s voice in The Bell Jar that make this book enduring in its appeal.” — USA Today The
Bell Jar chronicles the crack-up of Esther Greenwood: brilliant, beautiful, enormously talented,
and successful, but slowly going under—maybe for the last time. Sylvia Plath masterfully draws
the reader into Esther’s breakdown with such intensity that Esther’s insanity becomes
completely real and even rational, as probable and accessible an experience as going to the
movies. Such deep penetration into the dark and harrowing corners of the psyche is an
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extraordinary accomplishment and has made The Bell Jar a haunting American classic. This
P.S. edition features an extra 16 pages of insights into the book, including author interviews,
recommended reading, and more.
Alice in Wonderland (also known as Alice's Adventures in Wonderland), from 1865, is the
peculiar and imaginative tale of a girl who falls down a rabbit-hole into a bizarre world of
eccentric and unusual creatures. Lewis Carroll's prominent example of the genre of "literary
nonsense" has endured in popularity with its clever way of playing with logic and a narrative
structure that has influence generations of fiction writing.
Opening in Calcutta in the 1960s, Amitav Ghosh's radiant second novel follows two families -one English, one Bengali -- as their lives intertwine in tragic and comic ways. The narrator,
Indian born and English educated, traces events back and forth in time, from the outbreak of
World War II to the late twentieth century, through years of Bengali partition and violence,
observing the ways in which political events invade private lives.
From the winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature, here is the universally acclaimed
novel—winner of the Booker Prize and the basis for an award-winning film. This is Kazuo
Ishiguro's profoundly compelling portrait of Stevens, the perfect butler, and of his fading,
insular world in post-World War II England. Stevens, at the end of three decades of service at
Darlington Hall, spending a day on a country drive, embarks as well on a journey through the
past in an effort to reassure himself that he has served humanity by serving the "great
gentleman," Lord Darlington. But lurking in his memory are doubts about the true nature of
Lord Darlington's "greatness," and much graver doubts about the nature of his own life.
Italo Calvino imagines a novel capable of endless mutations in this intricately crafted story
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about writing and readers. If on a Winter's Night a Traveler turns out to be not one novel but
ten, each with a different plot, style, ambience, and author, and each interrupted at a moment
of suspense. Together they form a labyrinth of literatures, known and unknown, alive and
extinct, through which two readers, a male and a female, pursue both the story lines that
intrigue them and one another.

As Post-Colonial Mayyazhi (Mahe) Where History And Time Flowed With The Water
Under The Rusted Iron Bridge Tries To Come To Terms With Its New-Found
Independence, Young Men Leave To Seek Their Fortunes Abroad. And Many Of The
Older Generation, Orphaned By The Departure Of The French, Struggle To Eke Out A
Living Even As They Remember Their Days Of Plenty Under Their Foreign Masters...
Caught Up In Their Suffering, Kumaran Vaidyar Does Everything He Can To Keep The
People Of His Beloved Mayyazhi From Starving, But Entrusts His Own Children To The
Care Of His Beloved Wife, Who Is No More. Meanwhile, Father Alphonse Waves His
Magic Wand And Changes Pebbles Into Candy And Waits For His Good-For-Nothing
Son To Return. Through All This, Untroubled By The Woes Of The Elders, Shivan,
Shashi And Elsie Spend An Idyllic Childhood In Sunny, Sleepy Mayyazhi. Until The Day
Of Reckoning Catches Up With Them And They Pay The Price Of Growing Up.
Mukundan S Two Seminal Mayyazhi Novels, On The Banks Of The Mayyazhi And God
S Mischief, Are, At One Level, The Saga Of Mahe (Mayyazhi) With Its Legacy Of
French Colonialism. At Another, They Are, Despite An Exuberant Parade Of Myths And
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Legends, A Chronology Of The Futile Search Of The Exiled Through The Crowded
Alleys Of History. Mukundan Has...Made Mahe Into The Malgudi Of Malayalam
Literature. S. Prasannarajan, Times Of India Mukundan S Novels Provide A Reading Of
The History Of Colonialism Unavailable In A Historian S Ruvre. Prof. K.N. Panikkar,
Interrogating Colonialism: Novel As Imagined History.
The astonishing, uplifting story of a real-life Indiana Jones and his humanitarian
campaign to use education to combat terrorism in the Taliban’s backyard Anyone who
despairs of the individual’s power to change lives has to read the story of Greg
Mortenson, a homeless mountaineer who, following a 1993 climb of Pakistan’s
treacherous K2, was inspired by a chance encounter with impoverished mountain
villagers and promised to build them a school. Over the next decade he built fifty-five
schools—especially for girls—that offer a balanced education in one of the most isolated
and dangerous regions on earth. As it chronicles Mortenson’s quest, which has
brought him into conflict with both enraged Islamists and uncomprehending Americans,
Three Cups of Tea combines adventure with a celebration of the humanitarian spirit.
The Awakening by Kate Chopin from Coterie Classics All Coterie Classics have been
formatted for ereaders and devices and include a bonus link to the free audio book.
“She was becoming herself and daily casting aside that fictitious self which we assume
like a garment with which to appear before the world.” ? Kate Chopin, The Awakening
The Awakening by Kate Chopin is a masterpiece of early feminist fiction telling the story
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of a woman who finally decides to decide her own fate.
Novel based on social themes.
Since its beginnings as a series of stories told to Kenneth Grahame’s young son, The
Wind in the Willows has gone on to become one of the best-loved children’s books of
all time. The timeless story of Toad, Rat, Mole, and Badger has delighted readers of all
ages for more than eighty years. Friendly Rat, mild-mannered Mole, wise Badger, and
kind—but conceited—Toad all live on the banks of the Thames. While Mole and Rat are
content to go out in a row boat or travel the roads in a caravan, Toad prefers the
excitement of motor cars. He’s already wrecked seven! While his friends try to keep
him out of trouble, his passion for cars eventually results in his being caught and kept
prisoner in the remotest dungeon of the best-guarded castle in all the land. Somehow,
he has to escape and get home but what will he find when he gets there? The Wind in
the Willows is a book for those “who keep the spirit of youth alive in them; of life,
sunshine, running water, woodlands, dusty roads, winter firesides.” So, wrote Kenneth
Grahame of his timeless tale of Rat, Mole, Badger, and Toad.
First published in Malayalam in 1973, My Story, Kamala Das' sensational
autobiography, shocked readers with its total disregard for mindless conventions and its
fearless articulation of a subject still considered taboo. Depicting the author's intensely
personal experiences in her passage to womanhood and shedding light on the
hypocrisies that informed traditional society, this memoir was far ahead of its time and
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is now acknowledged as a bona fide masterpiece.
Munoo, a young boy forced to leave his hill village to fend for himself and discover the
world. His journey takes him far from home to towns and cities, to Bomboy and Simla,
sweating as servant, factory-worker and rickshaw driver. It is a fight for survival that
illuminates, with raw immediacy, the grim fate of the masses in pre-Partition India.
It all begins with a letter. Fall in love with Penguin Drop Caps, a new series of twenty-six
collectible and hardcover editions, each with a type cover showcasing a gorgeously illustrated
letter of the alphabet. In a design collaboration between Jessica Hische and Penguin Art
Director Paul Buckley, the series features unique cover art by Hische, a superstar in the world
of type design and illustration, whose work has appeared everywhere from Tiffany & Co. to
Wes Anderson's recent film Moonrise Kingdom to Penguin's own bestsellers Committed and
Rules of Civility. With exclusive designs that have never before appeared on Hische's hugely
popular Daily Drop Cap blog, the Penguin Drop Caps series debuted with an 'A' for Jane
Austen's Pride and Prejudice, a 'B' for Charlotte Brönte's Jane Eyre, and a 'C' for Willa Cather's
My Ántonia. It continues with more perennial classics, perfect to give as elegant gifts or to
showcase on your own shelves. R is for Rushdie. Set in an exotic Eastern landscape peopled
by magicians and fantastic talking animals, Salman Rushdie’s classic children’s novel Haroun
and the Sea of Stories inhabits the same imaginative space as Gulliver’s Travels, Alice in
Wonderland, and The Wizard of Oz. Haroun, a 12-year-old boy sets out on an adventure to
restore the poisoned source of the sea of stories. On the way, he encounters many foes, all
intent on draining the sea of all its storytelling powers.
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Aylmer is a brilliant and recognized scientist and philosopher who drops his focus from his
career and experiments to marry the beautiful Georgiana (who is physically perfect except for a
small red birthmark in the shape of a hand on her cheek).As the story progresses, Aylmer
becomes unnaturally obsessed with the birthmark on Georgiana's cheek. One night, he
dreams of cutting the birthmark out of his wife's cheek (removing it like scraping the skin from
an apple) and then continuing all the way to her heart. He does not remember this dream until
Georgiana asks about what his sleep-talking meant. When Aylmer remembers the details of
his dream, Georgiana declares that she would rather risk her life having the birthmark removed
from her cheek than to continue to endure Aylmer's horror and distress that comes upon him
when he sees her.The following day, Aylmer deliberates and then decides to take Georgiana to
the apartments where he keeps a laboratory. He glances at Georgiana casually and normally
but can't help but shudder violently at seeing her imperfection; Aylmer's reaction causes her to
faint. When she awakens, he treats her warmly and comforts her with some of his scientific
concoctions but when he attempts to take a portrait of her, the image is blurred save for her
birthmark revealing the disgust he has of it.He experiments some more and describes some of
the successes to her but as he questions how she is feeling, Georgiana begins to suspect that
Aylmer has been experimenting on her the entire time without her knowledge and consent.
One day, she follows him into his laboratory, and on seeing her there, Aylmer accuses her of
not trusting him and says that having her birthmark in the room will foil his efforts. She
professes complete trust in him but demands that he inform her of his experiments. He agrees
and reveals that his current experiment is his last attempt to remove the birthmark, and
Georgiana vows to take the potion, regardless of any danger it poses to her.
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Najeeb’s dearest wish is to work in the Gulf and earn enough money to send back home. He
achieves his dream only to be propelled by a series of incidents, grim and absurd, into a slavelike existence herding goats in the middle of the Saudi desert. Memories of the lush, verdant
landscape of his village and of his loving family haunt Najeeb whose only solace is the
companionship of goats. In the end, the lonely young man contrives a hazardous scheme to
escape his desert prison. Goat Days was published to acclaim in Malayalam and became a
bestseller. One of the brilliant new talents of Malayalam literature, Benyamin’s wry and tender
telling transforms this strange and bitter comedy of Najeeb’s life in the desert into a universal
tale of loneliness and alienation.
"Akashvani" (English) is a programme journal of ALL INDIA RADIO, it was formerly known as
The Indian Listener. It used to serve the listener as a bradshaw of broadcasting ,and give
listener the useful information in an interesting manner about programmes, who writes them,
take part in them and produce them along with photographs of performing artists. It also
contains the information of major changes in the policy and service of the organisation. The
Indian Listener (fortnightly programme journal of AIR in English) published by The Indian State
Broadcasting Service, Bombay, started on 22 December, 1935 and was the successor to the
Indian Radio Times in English, which was published beginning in July 16 of 1927. From 22
August ,1937 onwards, it used to published by All India Radio, New Delhi. From 1950,it was
turned into a weekly journal. Later, The Indian listener became "Akashvani" (English ) w.e.f.
January 5, 1958. It was made fortnightly journal again w.e.f July 1,1983. NAME OF THE
JOURNAL: AKASHVANI LANGUAGE OF THE JOURNAL: English DATE, MONTH & YEAR
OF PUBLICATION: 27 SEPTEMBER, 1981 PERIODICITY OF THE JOURNAL: Weekly
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NUMBER OF PAGES: 56 VOLUME NUMBER: Vol. XLVI, No.39 BROADCAST PROGRAMME
SCHEDULE PUBLISHED (PAGE NOS): 12-52 ARTICLE: 1. Barriers of Religion 2. Equality
And Fraternity In Vedas 3. Marine Exploration 4. Inflation: Causes And Cure 5. Infrared
Photography 6. Novels of Social Satire AUTHOR: 1. Dr. Yejazuddin Fairoze 2. Dr. B. B.
Chaubey 3. Shri S. Z. Qasim 4. Prof. M. S. Krishnamurthy 5. Dr. Samir Kumar Ghosh 6. Dr.
Gurujiban Mukherjee KEYWORDS : 1. Heart,Religion,Religious Persons 2.
Rigveda,Yajurveda,Dharma,Society 3. Oceanographic,Gaveshani, Technology,Monsoon 4.
Inflation,Pressures, Coulborn, Control 5. Photography,Regions,Radio,Infrared 6. Social,George
Eliot,D. H. Lawrence Prasar Bharati Archives has the copyright in all matters published in this
“AKASHVANI” and other AIR journals. For reproduction previous permission is essential.
The Death of Ivan Ilyich was first published in 1886. It is a novella by Leo Tolstoy. It is one of
Tolstoy's most celebrated pieces of late fiction. This work stems in part from Tolstoy's
anguished intellectual and spiritual struggles which led to his conversion to Christianity. Central
to the story is an examination on the nature of both life and death, and how man can come to
terms with death's very inevitability. The novella was acclaimed by Vladimir Nabokov and
Mahatma Gandhi as the greatest in the whol
A riveting and powerful story of an unforgiving time, an unlikely friendship and an indestructible
love
"Akashvani" (English ) is a programme journal of ALL INDIA RADIO ,it was formerly known as
The Indian Listener.It used to serve the listener as a bradshaw of broadcasting ,and give
listener the useful information in an interesting manner about programmes, who writes
them,take part in them and produce them along with photographs of performing artists. It also
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contains the information of major changes in the policy and service of the organisation. The
Indian Listener (fortnightly programme journal of AIR in English) published by The Indian State
Broadcasting Service,Bombay ,started on 22 december, 1935 and was the successor to the
Indian Radio Times in english, which was published beginning in July 16 of 1927. From 22
August ,1937 onwards, it used to published by All India Radio,New Delhi.In 1950,it was turned
into a weekly journal. Later,The Indian listener became "Akashvani" (English ) in January 5,
1958. It was made a fortnightly again on July 1,1983. NAME OF THE JOURNAL: AKASHVANI
LANGUAGE OF THE JOURNAL: English DATE,MONTH & YEAR OF PUBLICATION:
09-02-1958 PERIODICITY OF THE JOURNAL: Weekly NUMBER OF PAGES: 56 VOLUME
NUMBER: Vol. XXIII, No. 6 BROADCAST PROGRAMME SCHEDULE PUBLISHED(PAGE
NOS): 16-53 ARTICLE: 1. The Art of Nagarjunakonda 2. The New Naga Unit AUTHOR: 1. T.
N. Ramachandran 2. R. K. Ramadhyani KEYWORDS: Nagarjunakonda Valley Andhra
Pradesh Guntur Tribes Naga Angamis Assam Document ID: APE-1958-(Jan-Jun)-VOL-I-06
The Turn of the Screw is an 1898Horrornovella by Henry James that first appeared in serial
format in Collier's Weekly magazine (January 27 - April 16, 1898). In October 1898 it appeared
in The Two Magics, a book published by Macmillan in New York City and Heinemann in
London. Classified as both gothic fiction and a ghost story, the novella focuses on a governess
who, caring for two children at a remote estate, becomes convinced that the grounds are
haunted.
Perhaps the only novel to have been reprinted nearly every year for over a hundred years,
Indulekha (1889) is widely held to be the first Malayalam novel. Often called an 'accidental' and
'flawed' work, at its core lies a love story. The setting of the novel is the Nair community of
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Kerala, which had for centuries practised polyandrous matriliny, a most unusual form of
inheritance through the woman whom both property and authority flavoured. It gives us
glimpses of prevalent social practices much debated amongst a people already under colonial
pressure to change their ways of life. Written by a Nair, Indulekha is not a grandiose
outpouring but the author's effort to achieve certain social goals: firstly, to create a novel much
like those of the English authors he had read, and secondly, to illustrate Nair society at that
time, both of which met with success. The novel influenced the deliberations of the Malabar
Marriage Commission which it predated, and of which Chandum enon was a member. This
novel will appeal to general readers interested in Indian writings in translation. Students of
literature, history and culture, political and legal theory, and gender studies, will also find it
useful.
A Swiss orphan is heartbroken when she must leave her beloved grandfather and their happy
home in the mountains to go to school and to care for an invalid girl in the city.
A beautifully designed edition of one of the most beloved science fiction novels of all time...
First published in 1895, The Time Machine won author H.G. Wells immediate recognition and
has been regarded ever since as one of the great masterpieces in the literature of science
fiction. It popularized the concept of time travel and introduced the concept of a "time machine"
device that could travel forwards and backwards through the years. It is the story of one man’s
astonishing journey beyond the conventional limits of the imagination. One of the most
renowned works of science fiction, The Time Machine reflects on the adventures of The Time
Traveller - a man who constructs a machine which allows him to explore what the future has to
offer. When he courageously steps out of his machine for the first time, he finds himself in the
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year 802,701—and everything has changed. In this unfamiliar utopian age, creatures seem to
dwell together in perfect harmony. Thinking he can study these marvelous beings and unearth
their secret then return to his own time, he discovers that his only avenue of escape, his
invention, has been stolen. Wells is generally credited with the popularization of the concept of
time travel by using a vehicle that allows an operator to travel purposefully and selectively. The
term "time machine", which was coined by Wells, is now universally used to refer to such a
vehicle. The book has been adapted for a number of films and elevision shows, as well as
inspiring other science fiction writers.
The beloved debut novel about an affluent Indian family forever changed by one fateful day in
1969, from the author of The Ministry of Utmost Happiness NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
• MAN BOOKER PRIZE WINNER Compared favorably to the works of Faulkner and Dickens,
Arundhati Roy’s modern classic is equal parts powerful family saga, forbidden love story, and
piercing political drama. The seven-year-old twins Estha and Rahel see their world shaken
irrevocably by the arrival of their beautiful young cousin, Sophie. It is an event that will lead to
an illicit liaison and tragedies accidental and intentional, exposing “big things [that] lurk unsaid”
in a country drifting dangerously toward unrest. Lush, lyrical, and unnerving, The God of Small
Things is an award-winning landmark that started for its author an esteemed career of fiction
and political commentary that continues unabated.
Naalukettu: The House Around the Courtyard is the story of a young boy, Appunni, set in a
matrilineal Nair joint family (a taravad) in the author's native village, Kudallur. Fascinated with
accounts of the prestigious Naalukettu taravad from which his mother was expelled, Appunni
visits the house only to be despised and rejected by all. Appunni grows up to earn enough
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money and returns to buy his ancestral home, but his victory soon turns into ashes when his
father's murderer turns out to be the same man who was the only sympathetic adult in
Appunni's lonely teenage years.
A special 75th anniversary edition of Richard Wright's powerful and unforgettable memoir, with
a new foreword by John Edgar Wideman and an afterword by Malcolm Wright, the author’s
grandson. When it exploded onto the literary scene in 1945, Black Boy was both praised and
condemned. Orville Prescott of the New York Times wrote that “if enough such books are
written, if enough millions of people read them maybe, someday, in the fullness of time, there
will be a greater understanding and a more true democracy.” Yet from 1975 to 1978, Black
Boy was banned in schools throughout the United States for “obscenity” and “instigating
hatred between the races.” Wright’s once controversial, now celebrated autobiography
measures the raw brutality of the Jim Crow South against the sheer desperate will it took to
survive as a Black boy. Enduring poverty, hunger, fear, abuse, and hatred while growing up in
the woods of Mississippi, Wright lied, stole, and raged at those around him—whites indifferent,
pitying, or cruel and Blacks resentful of anyone trying to rise above their circumstances.
Desperate for a different way of life, he may his way north, eventually arriving in Chicago,
where he forged a new path and began his career as a writer. At the end of Black Boy, Wright
sits poised with pencil in hand, determined to “hurl words into this darkness and wait for an
echo.” Seventy-five year later, his words continue to reverberate. “To read Black Boy is to
stare into the heart of darkness,” John Edgar Wideman writes in his foreword. “Not the dark
heart Conrad searched for in Congo jungles but the beating heart I bear.” One of the great
American memoirs, Wright’s account is a poignant record of struggle and endurance—a
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seminal literary work that illuminates our own time.

Winner of the Booker prize and twice winner of the Booker of Bookers, Midnight's
Children is "one of the most important books to come out of the English-speaking world
in this generation" (New York Review of Books). Reissued for the 40th anniversary of
the original publication--with a new introduction from the author--Salman Rushdie's
widely acclaimed novel is a masterpiece in literature. Saleem Sinai is born at the stroke
of midnight on August 15, 1947, the very moment of India’s independence. Greeted by
fireworks displays, cheering crowds, and Prime Minister Nehru himself, Saleem grows
up to learn the ominous consequences of this coincidence. His every act is mirrored
and magnified in events that sway the course of national affairs; his health and wellbeing are inextricably bound to those of his nation; his life is inseparable, at times
indistinguishable, from the history of his country. Perhaps most remarkable are the
telepathic powers linking him with India’s 1,000 other “midnight’s children,” all born in
that initial hour and endowed with magical gifts. This novel is at once a fascinating
family saga and an astonishing evocation of a vast land and its people–a brilliant
incarnation of the universal human comedy. Midnight’s Children stands apart as both
an epochal work of fiction and a brilliant performance by one of the great literary voices
of our time.
WINNER OF THE JCB PRIZE FOR LITERATURE 2020. 'A novel of epic dimensions ...
easily among the most accomplished fictional works in Malayalam.'K.
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SATCHIDANANDAN Vavachan is a Pulayan who gets the opportunity to play a
policeman with an immense moustache in a musical drama. The character appears in
only two scenes and has no dialogue. However, Vavachan's performance, and his
moustache, terrify the mostly upper-caste audience, reviving in them memories of
characters of Dalit power, such as Ravanan. Afterwards, Vavachan, whose people
were traditionally banned from growing facial hair, refuses to shave off his moustache.
Endless tales invent and reinvent the legend of his magic moustache in which birds
roost, which allows its owner to appear simultaneously in different places and disappear
in an instant, which grows as high as the sky and as thick as rainclouds -- and turn
Vavachan into Moustache, a figure of mythic proportions.Set in Kuttanad, a below-sealevel farming region on the south-west coast of Kerala, the novel is as much a story of
this land as it is of Vavachan and its other inhabitants. As they navigate the intricate
waterscape, stories unfold in which ecology, power dynamics and politics become key
themes. Originally published in Malayalam as Meesha, S. Hareesh's Moustache is a
contemporary classic mixing magic, myth and metaphor into a tale of far-reaching
resonance.
A cloth bag containing 20 paperback copies of the title that may also include a folder
with sign out sheets.
Dubliners is a collection of picturesque short stories that paint a portrait of life in middleclass Dublin in the early 20th century. Joyce, a Dublin native, was careful to use actual
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locations and settings in the city, as well as language and slang in use at the time, to
make the stories directly relatable to those who lived there. The collection had a rocky
publication history, with the stories being initially rejected over eighteen times before
being provisionally accepted by a publisher—then later rejected again, multiple times. It
took Joyce nine years to finally see his stories in print, but not before seeing a printer
burn all but one copy of the proofs. Today Dubliners survives as a rich example of not
just literary excellence, but of what everyday life was like for average Dubliners in their
day. This book is part of the Standard Ebooks project, which produces free public
domain ebooks.
INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER • WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE •
PEN/HEMINGWAY AWARD WINNER. With a new foreword by Domenico Starnone,
this stunning debut collection flawlessly charts the emotional journeys of characters
seeking love beyond the barriers of nations and generations. With accomplished
precision and gentle eloquence, Jhumpa Lahiri traces the crosscurrents set in motion
when immigrants, expatriates, and their children arrive, quite literally, at a cultural
divide. A blackout forces a young Indian American couple to make confessions that
unravel their tattered domestic peace. An Indian American girl recognizes her cultural
identity during a Halloween celebration while the Pakastani civil war rages on television
in the background. A latchkey kid with a single working mother finds affinity with a
woman from Calcutta. In the title story, an interpreter guides an American family
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through the India of their ancestors and hears an astonishing confession. Imbued with
the sensual details of Indian culture, these stories speak with passion and wisdom to
everyone who has ever felt like a foreigner. Like the interpreter of the title story, Lahiri
translates between the strict traditions of her ancestors and a baffling new world.
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