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Making A Good Script Great
The idea of Into the Woods is not to supplant works by Aristotle, Lajos Egri, Robert McKee, David Mamet, or any other
writers of guides for screenwriters and playwrights, but to pick up on their cues and take the reader on a historical,
philosophical, scientific, and psychological journey to the heart of all storytelling. In this exciting and wholly original book,
John Yorke not only shows that there is truly a unifying shape to narrative—one that echoes the great fairytale journey into
the woods, and one, like any great art, that comes from deep within—he explains why, too. With examples ranging from
The Godfather to True Detective, Mad Men to Macbeth, and fairy tales to Forbrydelsen (The Killing), Yorke utilizes
Shakespearean five-act structure as a key to analyzing all storytelling in all narrative forms, from film and television to
theatre and novel-writing—a big step from the usual three-act approach. Into the Woods: A Five-Act Journey Into Story is
destined to sit alongside David Mamet’s Three Uses of the Knife, Robert McKee’s Story, Syd Field’s Screenplay, and
Lajos Egri’s The Art of Dramatic Writing as one of the most original, useful, and inspiring books ever on dramatic writing.
Unlike the chitchat of everyday life, dialogue in stories must express character, advance the story, suggest a theme, and
include a few memorable lines that audiences will be quoting for decades to come.The best stories have dialogue that
sparkles, but it's easy for inexperienced writers to fall into common pitfalls like creating dialogue that's wooden or too on
the nose. Other writers end up with exposition awkwardly inserted into conversations, actors tripping over unnatural
phrases, or characters who all speak exactly the same way. In You Talkin' to Me?, Linda Seger and John Winston
Rainey are here to help with all your dialogue problems. In each chapter, they explore dialogue from a different angle and
discuss examples of great dialogue from films and novels. To cap it all off, each chapter ends with examples of poor
dialogue, which are annotated by Linda and then rewritten by John, so readers don't just learn how to recognize when it's
done well--they also learn how to make dialogue better. Whether you're writing fiction or nonfiction, for the screen or for
the page, this book will get your characters talking.
This book is written by one of today's most active and respected screenwriting gurus and is a collection of meditations for
fine-tuning the script. Among the many subjects it discusses: working with non-traditional forms; maintaining a consistent
and ongoing storyline; developing a personal cinematic style; finding a script's audience; keeping an audience's attention;
developing subtexts; utilising psychology and philosophy; creating realism; polishing scenes; creating memorable
dialogue.
Unleash your inner Charlie Kaufman or Sophia Coppola Teach Yourself Screenwriting is a comprehensive, jargon-free
guide for all budding screenwriters. Its aim is not just to guide you through the techniques and skills you need to write for
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the screen (film and television), but also to give you guidance on how to approach the industry as a whole. Focusing on
every aspect of screenwriting, from how to start the writing process and develop your characters, plot, and structure, to
how to break into this highly competitive industry and make a career for yourself as a writer, this book uncovers all.
The concern of film theorists to read films as texts has led them to neglect the equally pressing need to see films as
drama. Roy Armes sets out to redress the balance by drawing on the insights offered by recent developments in the
theoretical study of drama and performance.
While other books give you tips on how to “write funny,” this book offers a paradigm shift in understanding the
mechanics and art of comedy, and the proven, practical tools that help writers translate that understanding into
successful, commercial scripts. The Hidden Tools of Comedy unlocks the unique secrets and techniques of writing
comedy. Kaplan deconstructs sequences in popular films and TV that work and don’t work, and explains what tools were
used (or should have been used).
Adaptations have long been a mainstay of Hollywood and the television networks. Indeed, most Academy Award- and
Emmy Award-winning films have been adaptations of novels, plays, or true-life stories. Linda Seger, author of two
acclaimed books on scriptwriting, now offers a comprehensive handbook for screenwriters, producers, and directors who
want to successfully transform fictional or factual material into film. Seger tells how to analyze source material to
understand why some of it resists adaptation. She then gives practical methods for translating story, characters, themes,
and style into film. A final section details essential information on how to adapt material and how to protect oneself
legally.
Explains how Billy Beene, the general manager of the Oakland Athletics, is using a new kind of thinking to build a
successful and winning baseball team without spending enormous sums of money.
This new edition has been completely updated and revised along with the addition of several new chapters. Currently, this title remains the
best selling university text book on writing short film screenplays.
As screenwriters come to be seen as the storytellers of the age this book presents the fundamentals of writing a really compelling screenplay.
Parker's new approach to writing for film and TV covers everything from finding an idea to writing a finished piece, containing advice on how
to apply creative vision and the needs of the market. Parker breaks from the dominant concerns of act structure and character-driven
narratives with a six-part framework comprising story, plot, dramatic structures, narrative and style.
This is a comprehensive, jargon-free guide for all budding screenwriters. Its aim is not just to guide you through the techniques and skills you
need to write for the screen (film and television), but also to give you guidance on how to approach the industry as a whole. Focusing on
every aspect of screenwriting, from how to set about the writing process to how to develop your characters, plot and structure, this book will
give you all the guidance you need to break into this highly competitive industry and make a career for yourself as a screenwriter.
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Ever watch a movie, and despite great production value, fantastic action sequences, a great cast, etc, you come away thinking-I just didn't
buy it. Chances are it was because you didn't care about the characters. Screenwriter's Compass presents a new way of approaching
screenwriting, examining how effective screen storytelling must be grounded in the vivid imagining and presentation of character.
Screenwriter's Compass will not offer formulas to follow but instead will give you the tools needed to chart your own path to screenwriting
success. It details useful ways of thinking about writing, as well as practical ideas and concepts to help you discover the unique geography of
your own imagination and navigate the problems posed by the struggle to express vision, agenda, and story. You'll learn how to root your
writing in motivation and voice, to create screenplays that seduce and make your reader lean forward, and, most importantly, identify with
your characters.
Providing examples from well-known movies, Field explains the structural and stylistic elements as well as writing techniques basic to the
creation of a successful film script.
A film's ending is crucial. It is the last thing an audience sees, and often the last thing it remembers, before leaving the theater. Indeed, it is no
stretch to suggest that, more than any other part of the film, the ending determines whether the audience likes a film or not. By extension, the
ending of a script is probably the last thing the reader will remember when they put it down An otherwise great script will likely be passed on if
it does not end well. The Third Act is the first screenwriting instructional book to focus entirely on that most important part of a script - the
ending. Like the three-act paradigm for the entire screenplay, The Third Act offers a unique structure for the writer to follow when writing the
last act of their script. No other screenwriting book offers this simple structural approach to endings in a three-act story. Additionally, The
Third Act provides suggestions as to which type of ending writers should consider for their particular story. The book features detailed
examinations of the endings of many memorable films, including Rocky, Rain Man; Good Will Hunting, Saving Private Ryan, Casablanca,
The Breakfast Club, Se7en, Lost in Translation, and Gladiator. A checklist is provided at the end of each chapter, giving the reader some
suggestions to apply in their writing based on the structural element being explored in that chapter. A longer and more comprehensive list of
suggestions appears in an appendix.
For decades, Lew Hunter's Screenwriting 434 class at UCLA has been the premier screenwriting course, launching a generation of the
industry's most frequently produced writers. Here, he shares the secrets of his course on the screenwriting process by actually writing an
original script, step by step, that appears in the book.
In this classic bestselling screenwriting guide—now revised and updated—author and film consultant Viki King helps screenwriters go from
blank page to completed manuscript through a series of clever and simple questions, ingenious writing exercises, and easy, effective new
skills. Viki King's Inner Movie Method is a specific step-by-step process designed to get the story in your heart onto the page. This method
doesn’t just show how to craft a classic three-act story but also delves into how to clarify the idea you don't quite have yet, how to tell if your
idea is really a movie, and how to stop getting ready and start. Once you know what to write, the Inner Movie Method will show you how to
write it. This ultimate scriptwriting survival guide also addresses common issues such as: how to pay the rent while paying your dues, what to
say to your spouse when you can't come to bed, and how to keep going when you think you can't. How to Write a Movie in 21 Days, first
published in 1987, has been translated in many languages around the world and has become an industry-standard guide for filmmakers both
in Hollywood and internationally. For accomplished screenwriters honing their craft, as well as those who have never before brought their
ideas to paper, How to Write a Movie in 21 Days is an indispensable guide. And Viki King's upbeat, friendly style is like having a first-rate
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writing partner every step of the way.
Millions of people dream of writing a screenplay but don't know how to begin, or are already working on a script but are stuck and need some
targeted advice. Or maybe they have a great script, but no clue about how to navigate the choppy waters of show business. Enter Cut To The
Chase, written by professional writers who teach in UCLA Extension Writers' Programme, whose alumni's many credits include Pirates of the
Caribbean: Curse of the Black Pearl; Twilight; and the Academy Award nominated Letters from Iwo Juima. From learning how to identify story
ideas that make a good movie to opening career doors and keeping them open, this authoritative, comprehensive, and entertaining book,
edited by Writers' Program Director Linda Venis, will be the film-writing bible for decades to come. "A well-organized soup-to-nuts manual for
aspiring Nora Ephrons and Charlie Kaufmans, from the faculty of a notable screenwriting program. . . . A readable writer's how-to that goes
down smoothly." - Kirkus Reviews
Interviews with powerful women in television and film, including Sherry Lansing, Dawn Steel, and Marlo Thomas, comment upon the influence
of women in the entertainment industry
The Collaborative Art of Filmmaking: From Script to Screen explores what goes into the making of Hollywood’s greatest motion pictures. Join
veteran script consultant Linda Seger as she examines contemporary and classic screenplays on their perilous journey from script to screen.
This fully revised and updated edition includes interviews with over 80 well-known artists in their fields including writers, producers, directors,
actors, editors, composers, and production designers. Their discussions about the art and craft of filmmaking – including how and why they
make their decisions – provides filmmaking and screenwriting students and professionals with the ultimate guide to creating the best possible
"blueprint" for a film and to also fully understand the artistic and technical decisions being made by all those involved in the process.
Explains how to structure a screenplay and develop characters for film, using as examples movies from "Citizen Kane" and "Casablanca" to
"Cutthroat Island" and "The Bonfire of the Vanities"
"Making a good script great is not just a matter of having a good idea. Nor is it a matter of just putting that good idea down on paper. In
scriptwriting, it's not just the writing but also the rewriting that counts. [This book] focuses on the rewriting process and offers specific methods
to help you craft tighter, stronger, and more workable scripts. While retaining all the valuable insights that have made the first edition one of
the all-time most popular screenwriting books, this expanded, second edition adds new chapters that take you through the complete
screenwriting process, from the first draft through the shooting draft. If you're writing your first script, this book will help develop your skills for
telling a compelling and dramatic story. If you're a veteran screenwriter, this book will articulate the skills you know intuitively. And if you're
currently stuck on a rewrite, this book will help you analyze and solve the problems and get your script back on track."--Back cover.
Writing Subtext explores all the underlying meanings that lie beneath the words, images, and actions in film, which are also applicable to any
kind of fiction writing. Replete with examples from films, as well as examples from real life, Writing Subtext helps the writer figure out how to
find and write subtext.
Teaches writers how to be creative within the craft of screenwriting, and discusses theme development, sensation-thinking, dream images,
character opposition, and personal vision
Making a good script great is more than just a matter of putting a good idea on paper. It requires the working and reworking of that idea. This
book takes you through the whole screenwriting process-from initial concept through final rewrite-providing specific methods that will help you
craft tighter, stronger, and more saleable scripts. While retaining the invaluable insights that placed its first two editions among the all-time
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most popular screenwriting books, this expanded, revised, and updated third edition adds rich and important new material on dialogue,
cinematic images, and point of view, as well as an interview with screenwriter Paul Haggis. If you are writing your first script, this book will
help develop your skills for telling a compelling and dramatic story. If you are a veteran screenwriter, it will help you articulate the skills you
know intuitively. And if you are currently stuck on a rewrite, this book will help you analyse and solve your script's problems and get it back on
track.

You can struggle for years to get a foot in the door with Hollywood producers--or you can take a page from the book that offers
proven advice from twenty-one of the industry's best and brightest! In this tenth anniversary edition, The 101 Habits of Highly
Successful Screenwriters, 2nd Edition peers into the lives and workspaces of screenwriting greats--including Terry Rossio (the
Pirates of the Caribbean franchise), Aline Brosh McKenna (Morning Glory), Bill Marsilii (Deja Vu), Derek Haas and Michael Brandt
(Wanted), and Tony Gilroy (the Bourne franchise). You will learn best practices to fire up your writing process and your career,
such as: Be Comfortable with Solitude Commit to a Career, Not Just One Screenplay Be Aware of Your Muse's Favorite Activities
Write Terrible First Drafts Don't Work for Free Write No Matter What This indispensable handbook will help you hone your craft by
living, breathing, and scripting the life you want!
The hidden brain is the voice in our ear when we make the most important decisions in our lives—but we’re never aware of it. The
hidden brain decides whom we fall in love with and whom we hate. It tells us to vote for the white candidate and convict the darkskinned defendant, to hire the thin woman but pay her less than the man doing the same job. It can direct us to safety when
disaster strikes and move us to extraordinary acts of altruism. But it can also be manipulated to turn an ordinary person into a
suicide terrorist or a group of bystanders into a mob. In a series of compulsively readable narratives, Shankar Vedantam journeys
through the latest discoveries in neuroscience, psychology, and behavioral science to uncover the darkest corner of our minds and
its decisive impact on the choices we make as individuals and as a society. Filled with fascinating characters, dramatic storytelling,
and cutting-edge science, this is an engrossing exploration of the secrets our brains keep from us—and how they are revealed.
Blueprint for Screenwriting demystifies the writing process by developing a "blueprint" for writers to follow for each new
screenplay--from original concept to completed script. Author and international script consultant Dr. Rachel Ballon explores the
writing craft and emphasizes creativity in the writing process. She blends her expertise in script analysis and writing coaching with
her personal experience as a screenwriter to help writers construct their stories and characters. Starting with the story's
framework, Dr. Ballon helps readers to understand the key "building blocks" of story structure and character development,
including characters' emotional and psychological states, story conflicts, and scene and act structure. She also covers the
essential components in the script writing process, such as outlines, script treatments, synopses, and formats. Dr. Ballon devotes
a chapter to overcoming writer's block--the writer's greatest obstacle--and offers guidance for taking the next steps once a script is
completed. A practical tool for any writer, this distinctive resource: *offers a blueprint for writers to follow, breaking the writing
process down into specific, easy-to-follow steps; *stresses the psychology of the characters as well as that of the writer; and
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*offers first-hand knowledge of the screenwriting process and gives practical advice for completing and marketing scripts. With its
unique and insightful approach to the writing process, this book will be indispensable for scriptwriters, fiction writers, and
professional writers, and it will serve as a useful text in screenwriting courses.
$50 Billion of Advice in One Book* Have you ever wondered why some books and stories are adapted into movies, and others
aren't? Or wished you could sit down and pick the brains of the people whose stories have been adapted--or the screenwriters,
producers, and directors who adapted them? Author John Robert Marlow has done it for you. He spoke to book authors,
playwrights, comic book creators and publishers, as well as Hollywood screenwriters, producers and directors responsible for
adapting fictional and true stories into Emmy-winning TV shows, Oscar-winning films, billion-dollar megahits and smaller
independents. Then he talked to the entertainment attorneys who made the deals. He came away with a unique understanding of
adaptations--an understanding he shares in this book: which stories make good source material (and why); what Hollywood wants
(and doesn't); what you can (and can't) get in a movie deal; how to write and pitch your story to maximize the chances of a
Hollywood adaptation--and how much (and when) you can expect to be paid. *This book contains the distilled experience of
creators, storytellers and others whose works have earned over $50 billion worldwide. Whether you're looking to sell film rights,
adapt your own story (alone or with help), or option and adapt someone else's property--this book is for you.
The Third Act is the first screenwriting instructional book to focus entirely on that most important part of a script - the ending.
What goes into the making of Hollywood's greatest motion pictures? Join the authors as they examine recent screenplays on their
perilous journey from script to screen.
How to Bulid a Great Screenplay is a definitive guide on the mechanics of screenwriting--filled with examples--from the author of
The Tools of Screenwriting. Acclaimed USC screenwriting teacher David Howard has guided hundreds of students to careers in
writing for film and television. Drawing on decades of practical experience and savvy, How to Build a Great Screenplay
deconstructs the craft of screenwriting and carefully reveals how to build a good story from the ground up. Howard eschews the
"system" offered by other books, emphasizing that a great screenplay requires dozens of unique decisions by the author. He offers
in-depth considerations of: * characterization * story arc * plotting and subplotting * dealing with coincidence in story plotting *
classical vs. revolutionary screenplay structure * tone, style, and atmosphere * the use of time on screen * the creation of drama
and tension * crucial moments in storytelling Throughout the book, Howard clarifies his lessons through examples from some of
the most successful Hollywood and international script-oriented films, including Pulp Fiction, American Beauty, Trainspotting,
North by Northwest, Chinatown, and others. The end result is what could very well become the classic text in the field---a bible for
the burgeoning screenwriter.
The only screenwriting book that includes a DVD that contains performances of the short films and screenplays that are featured in
the book! The beauty and power of any story lies in its ability to connect to the reader, listener, or observer. Crafting Short
Screenplays That Connect is the first screenwriting guide to introduce connection as an essential, although essentially overlooked,
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aspect of creating stories for the screen and of the screenwriting process itself. Written with clarity and humor, this book teaches
the craft of writing short screenplays by guiding the student through carefully focused writing exercises of increasing length and
complexity. Eight award-winning student screenplays are included for illustration and inspiration. The text is divided into three
parts. Part one focuses on preparing to write by means of exercises designed to help students think more deeply about the
screenwriter's purposes; their own unique vision, material and process; and finally about what screenplays are at their simplest
and most profound level--a pattern of human change, created from specific moments of change--discoveries and decisions. Part
two teaches students how to craft an effective pattern of human change. It guides them through the writing and re-writing of "Five
(Not So Easy) Pieces"--five short screenplays of increasing length and complexity--focusing on a specific principle of dramatic
technique: The Discovery, The Decision, The Boxing Match, The Improbable Connection, and The Long Short Screenplay. Part
Three presents the five screenplays used throughout the book to illustrate the dramatic principles that have been discussed, and
includes interviews with the screenwriters, a look at where they are now and what they are doing, and brief discussion of how each
film evolved.
In this book, Linda Seger shows how to create strong, multidimensional characters in fiction, covering everything from research to character
block. Interviews with today's top writers complete this essential volume.
Covers story concept, character development, theme, structure, and scenes, analyzes a sample screenplay, and tells how to submit a
manuscript, select an agent, and market oneself
Many readers dream of seeing their stories on the silver screen, but most do not know how to write a screenplay, let alone get their script into
the right hands. For those readers wanting the "how-tos" of Hollywood, Teach Yourself Screenwriting is an easy-to-comprehend yet thorough
introduction to this art. Here they will get the basics and advice on how to get their work onto celluloid. This book covers the techniques and
specialized skills used in writing for this visual medium and answers the practical questions often asked by budding screenwriters.
The Dreaded Curse shows rather than tells, using screenwriting format to tell the tale of two feisty young witches cursed by a ghost of a dead
screenwriter. Only the arcane knowledge of screenplay formatting can help them.
THE 21ST-CENTURY SCREENPLAY is the long-awaited, much-expanded successor to the author's internationally acclaimed
SCRIPTWRITING UPDATED. Many books in one, it offers a comprehensive, highly practical manual of screenwriting from the classic to the
avant-garde, from The African Queen and Tootsie, to 21 Grams, Pulp Fiction, Memento and Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind. Whether
you want to write short films, features, adaptations, genre films, ensemble films, blockbusters or art house movies, this book takes you all the
way from choosing the brilliant idea to plotting, writing and rewriting. Featuring a range of insider survival tips on time-effective writing,
creativity under pressure and rising to the challenge of international competition, THE 21ST-CENTURY SCREENPLAY is essential reading
for newcomer and veteran alike. 'A brilliant book. Linda Aronson is one of the great and important voices on screenwriting.' - Dr Linda Seger,
author of Making a Good Script Great. 'A VERY WONDERFUL book. I love the strategies for plumbing the unconscious story mind. There's
no other book that gives such an in-depth analysis of the bone structure for all these various kinds of narratives.' - Robin Swicord, Little
Women, The Jane Austen Book Club, Memoirs of a Geisha.
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