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A moving portrait of Sicilian fishermen who endure
misfortune with humor and courage, this 1881 novel
by an acclaimed realist writer offers a revealing look
at life in post-revolutionary Italy.
An examination of Cities of the Western world
tracing their development from Egypt through the
Middle Ages to the present
Since its inception, anthropology's authority has
been based on the assumption that it is a unified
discipline emanating from the West. In an age of
heightened globalization, anthropologists have failed
to discuss consistently the current status of their
practice and its mutations across the globe. World
Anthropologies is the first book to provoke this
conversation from various regions of the world in
order to assess the diversity of relations between
regional or national anthropologies and a contested,
power-laden Western discourse. Can a planetary
anthropology cope with both the 'provincial
cosmopolitanism' of alternative anthropologies and
the 'metropolitan provincialism' of hegemonic
schools? How might the resulting 'world
anthropologies' challenge the current panorama in
which certain allegedly national anthropological
traditions have more paradigmatic weight - and
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hence more power - than others? Critically
examining the international dissemination of
anthropology within and across national power fields,
contributors address these questions and provide
the outline for a veritable world anthropologies
project.
In questo libro, che riunisce alcuni dei suoi lavori più
recenti, Leonor Arfuch chiama a partecipare a una
“conversazione di gruppo” una molteplicità di
espressioni culturali che mettono in tensione la
dimensione soggettiva e quella pubblica. Lo fa a
partire dall’idea di spazio biografico, inteso come
“trama simbolica, epocale, come orizzonte di
intellegibilità per l’analisi della soggettività
contemporanea”. Una soggettività che emerge nella
“svolta affettiva”, che si manifesta
nell’intramontabile interesse per l’auto/biografia,
nelle recenti forme dell’autofiction, nella tensione
memoriale, nel lavoro degli scrittori che in America
Latina rielaborano traumi allo stesso tempo storici e
personali, e ancora nelle arti visive, che affrontano la
sottile relazione tra memoria, narrazione e
costruzione dell’identità. Espressioni mosse da
quella tentazione biografica che non è altro che
l’eterno desiderio di fermare in un’immagine la
fugacità dell’esistenza, insomma, di narrare la vita.
L’intreccio tra la migrazione in Italia e la pratica della
scrittura letteraria in lingua italiana accomuna le
donne le cui storie, raccolte in lunghe interviste
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biografiche, sono presentate e analizzate in questo
volume. La migrazione può configurarsi come
esperienza di sradicamento e di solitudine, anche in
ragione delle forme di esclusione attive nella società
d’approdo. Ma la pratica della scrittura, nella nuova
lingua, può essere strumento attraverso il quale
costruire nuove appartenenze e sentire di poter
avere, ancora, «un posto nel mondo», come afferma
una delle donne intervistate. Le biografie raccolte
mettono in crisi l’immaginario egemonico sulle
“donne migranti”, popolato da stereotipi in cui si
intersecano assunti razzisti, sessisti ed eurocentrici.
L’esperienza della scrittura in migrazione viene
interpretata e discussa come una pratica di
soggettivazione, una pratica cioè attraverso la quale
le donne migranti cessano di essere soggetti narrati
e si rendono soggetti narranti, potendo così
contribuire a ri-nominare e ri-significare i processi di
costruzione e reificazione dell’alterità. «Questo è un
libro in cui la sociologia è vivente. Promuove e
articola la percezione di uno scarto fra le esperienze
di chi questo mondo lo abita e i modi in cui le
narrazioni più correnti le deformano. Promuove e
articola curiosità e critica. È un libro molto bello. Io
spero che lo leggano in tanti». Dalla Prefazione di
Paolo Jedlowski
Pubblicato per la prima volta a Buenos Aires nel
1998, il volume prende corpo dalle testimonianze – a
cominciare da quella dell’autrice – dei sopravvissuti
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alla Guerra sporca per denunciare le atrocità
commesse dal potere argentino negli anni della
dittatura militare. I campi di concentramento, i centri
di detenzione e di tortura, le sofferenze e la morte
pianificate in ogni minimo dettaglio: in Potere e
desaparición Pilar Calveiro passa al setaccio
meccanismi di spersonalizzazione e annullamento
del singolo che vanno ben oltre il “banale” – per
quanto vile e brutale – assassinio e assumono le
proporzioni di un infame progetto politico, di un
delitto di massa, di un orrore programmato.
The phrase “The Black Legend” was coined in 1912
by a Spanish journalist in protest of the
characterization of Spain by other Europeans as a
backward country defined by ignorance, superstition,
and religious fanaticism, whose history could never
recover from the black mark of its violent conquest of
the Americas. Challenging this stereotype,
Rereading the Black Legend contextualizes Spain’s
uniquely tarnished reputation by exposing the
colonial efforts of other nations whose interests were
served by propagating the “Black Legend.” A
distinguished group of contributors here examine
early modern imperialisms including the Ottomans in
Eastern Europe, the Portuguese in East India, and
the cases of Mughal India and China, to historicize
the charge of unique Spanish brutality in encounters
with indigenous peoples during the Age of
Exploration. The geographic reach and linguistic
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breadth of this ambitious collection will make it a
valuable resource for any discussion of race,
national identity, and religious belief in the European
Renaissance.
The Follies of Globalisation Theory is an erudite and
lively critique arguing that fashionable
preoccupations with spatiality have generated deep
intellectual confusions that stand in the way of a
clear understanding of the modern world. And he
shows how these confusions ultimately condemn
globalisation theorists to a peculiar and quixotic
stance: the more clearly they attempt to articulate
their arguments, the more equivocal and evasive
those arguments become, yielding at best the
intellectual equivalent of an architectural folly.
In the last few decades, Andean states have seen
major restructuring of the organization, leadership,
and reach of their governments. With these political
tremors come major aftershocks, regarding both
definitions and expectations: What is a state? Who
or what makes it up, and where does it reside? In
what capacity can the state be expected to right
wrongs, raise people up, protect them from harm,
maintain order, or provide public services? What are
its powers and responsibilities? State Theory and
Andean Politics attempts to answer these questions
and more through an examination of the ongoing
process of state-creation in Andean nations.
Focusing on the everyday, extra-official, and
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frequently invisible or partially concealed
permutations of rule in the lives of Andean people,
the essays explore the material and cultural
processes by which states come to appear as real
and tangible parts of everyday life. In particular, they
focus on the critical role of emotion, imagination, and
fantasy in generating belief in the state, among the
governed and the governing alike. This approach
pushes beyond the limits of the state as
conventionally understood to consider how "nonstate" acts of governance intersect with official
institutions of government, while never being entirely
determined by them or bound to their authorizing
agendas. State Theory and Andean Politics asserts
that the state is not simply an institutionalbureaucratic apparatus but one of many forces vying
for a claim to legitimate political dominion. Featuring
an impressive array of Andeanist scholars as well as
eminent state theorists Akhil Gupta and Gyanendra
Pandey, State Theory and Andean Politics makes a
bold and novel claim about the nature of states and
state-making that deepens understanding not only of
the Andes and Global South but of the world at
large. Contributors: Kim Clark, Nicole Fabricant,
Lesley Gill, Akhil Gupta, Christopher Krupa, David
Nugent, Gyanendra Pandey, Mercedes Prieto, Maria
Clemencia Ramírez, Irene Silverblatt, Karen
Spalding, Winifred Tate.
Il volume nasce dall’esigenza di un confronto a più
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voci sul tema delle migrazioni. Al fine di dare conto
della complessità della questione, il volume si
articola in tre sezioni tematiche, che rispondono ad
altrettanti itinerari interdisciplinari:
Corpi/Spazi/Identità;
Sguardi/Rappresentazioni/Discorsi;
Frontiere/Erranze/Attraversamenti. L’obiettivo è
riflettere a più voci sulle migrazioni e offrire strumenti
adeguati e completi che tengano conto della
multidimensionalità del fenomeno.
L’interdisciplinarietà – frutto dell’incontro tra le
diverse discipline e prospettive scientifiche – è
l’approccio scelto per fornire un punto di vista
accurato e consapevole sui temi trattati. In questa
prospettiva, il testo raccoglie saggi inediti di studiose
e studiosi afferenti a diverse aree disciplinari:
sociologia, linguistica, letteratura, demografia, storia,
psicologia, islamologia, e spazia dalle determinanti e
dalle dinamiche dei flussi migratori all’impatto delle
migrazioni sui contesti di partenza e di arrivo, alle
strategie di integrazione, alle resistenze istituzionali
e alle soggettività migranti.
Chronicles the history of the United States from the
end of World War I through the Great Depression, to
the end of World War II.
When the University of Chicago Press launched the
landmark History of Cartography series nearly thirty
years ago, founding editors J.B. Harley and David
Woodward hoped to create a new basis for map
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history. They did not, however, anticipate the larger
renaissance in map studies that the series would
inspire. But as the renown of the series and the
comprehensiveness and acuity of the present
volume demonstrate, the history of cartography has
proven to be unexpectedly fertile
ground.--Amazon.com.
Scholars and activists investigate the emergence of
a distinctively Latin Americanenvironmental justice
movement, offering analysis and case studies that
illustrate the connectionsbetween popular
environmental mobilization and social justice in the
region.
A definition and discussion of the pros and cons of
globalization.
A spectacular celebration of classic sailing yachts,
selected for their beauty and style, and with a story
to tell.
Emilio Sereni's classic work is now available in an
English language edition. History of the Italian
Agricultural Landscape is a synthesis of the
agricultural history of Italy in its economic, social,
and ecological context, from antiquity to the midtwentieth century. From his perspective in the Italian
tradition of cultural Marxism, Sereni guides the
reader through the millennial changes that have
affected the agriculture and ecology of the regions of
Italy, as well as through the successes and failures
of farmers and technicians in antiquity, the middle
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ages, the Renaissance, and the Industrial
Revolution. In this sweeping historical survey, he
describes attempts by successive generations to
adapt Italy's natural environment for the purposes of
agriculture and to respond to its changing ecological
problems. History of the Italian Agricultural
Landscape first appeared in 1961. At the time of its
publication it was a pathbreaking work, parallel in its
importance for Italy to Marc Bloc's masterwork of
1931, The Original Characteristics of French Rural
History. Sereni invented the concept of the historical
"agricultural landscape": an interdisciplinary
characterization of rural life involving economic and
social history, linguistics, archeology, art history, and
ecological studies. Originally published in 1997. The
Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-ondemand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished
backlist of Princeton University Press. These
editions preserve the original texts of these important
books while presenting them in durable paperback
and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton
Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the
rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of
books published by Princeton University Press since
its founding in 1905.
Over the latter half of the twentieth century, the
Guatemalan state slaughtered more than two
hundred thousand of its citizens. In the wake of this
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violence, a vibrant pan-Mayan movement has
emerged, one that is challenging Ladino (nonindigenous) notions of citizenship and national
identity. In The Blood of Guatemala Greg Grandin
locates the origins of this ethnic resurgence within
the social processes of eighteenth- and nineteenthcentury state formation rather than in the ruins of the
national project of recent decades. Focusing on
Mayan elites in the community of Quetzaltenango,
Grandin shows how their efforts to maintain authority
over the indigenous population and secure political
power in relation to non-Indians played a crucial role
in the formation of the Guatemalan nation. To
explore the close connection between nationalism,
state power, ethnic identity, and political violence,
Grandin draws on sources as diverse as
photographs, public rituals, oral testimony, literature,
and a collection of previously untapped documents
written during the nineteenth century. He explains
how the cultural anxiety brought about by
Guatemala’s transition to coffee capitalism during
this period led Mayan patriarchs to develop
understandings of race and nation that were contrary
to Ladino notions of assimilation and progress. This
alternative national vision, however, could not take
hold in a country plagued by class and ethnic
divisions. In the years prior to the 1954 coup, class
conflict became impossible to contain as the elites
violently opposed land claims made by indigenous
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peasants. This “history of power” reconsiders the
way scholars understand the history of Guatemala
and will be relevant to those studying nation building
and indigenous communities across Latin America.
In this sweeping history, leading Haitian intellectual
Jean Casimir argues that the story of Haiti should
not begin with the usual image of Saint-Domingue as
the richest colony of the eighteenth century. Rather,
it begins with a reconstruction of how individuals
from Africa, in the midst of the golden age of
imperialism, created a sovereign society based on
political imagination and a radical rejection of the
colonial order, persisting even through the U.S.
occupation in 1915. The Haitians also critically
retheorizes the very nature of slavery, colonialism,
and sovereignty. Here, Casimir centers the
perspectives of Haiti's moun andeyo—the largely
African-descended rural peasantry. Asking how
these systematically marginalized and silenced
people survived in the face of almost complete
political disenfranchisement, Casimir identifies what
he calls a counter-plantation system. Derived from
Caribbean political and cultural practices, the
counter-plantation encompassed consistent reliance
on small-scale landholding. Casimir shows how
lakou, small plots of land often inhabited by
generations of the same family, were and continue to
be sites of resistance even in the face of structural
disadvantages originating in colonial times, some of
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which continue to be maintained by the Haitian
government with support from outside powers.
Eric Hobsbawm (1917-2012) wrote that Latin
America was the only region of the world outside
Europe which he felt he knew well and where he felt
entirely at home. He claimed this was because it was
the only part of the Third World whose two principal
languages, Spanish and Portuguese, were within his
reach. But he was also, of course, attracted by the
potential for social revolution in Latin America. After
the triumph of Fidel Castro in Cuba in January 1959,
and even more after the defeat of the American
attempt to overthrow him at the Bay of Pigs in April
1961, 'there was not an intellectual in Europe or the
USA', he wrote, 'who was not under the spell of Latin
America, a continent apparently bubbling with the
lava of social revolutions'. 'The Third World brought
the hope of revolution back to the First in the 1960s'.
The two great international inspirations were Cuba
and Vietnam, 'triumphs not only of revolution, but of
Davids against Goliaths, of the weak against the allpowerful'.
Merlin Carothers' first book, Prison to Praise, drew
acclaim from Pat and Shirley Boone, Jamie
Buckingham, Leonard LeSourd, Catherine Marshall,
Norman Vincent Peale, John Sherrill and others.
Thousands wrote and hundreds telephoned to tell
him of transformed lives...of experiencing new power
and victory. Now Power in Praise brings together
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some of the miracles wrought by the simple
application of Biblical truth: all things work together
for good. Power in Praise is a simple clear
explaination of how and why the principles
introduced in Prison to Praise work in every-day life.
Book jacket.
In The Politics of Decolonial Investigations Walter D.
Mignolo provides a sweeping examination of how
coloniality has operated around the world in its
myriad forms from the sixteenth century to the
twenty-first. Decolonial border thinking allows
Mignolo to outline how the combination of the selffashioned narratives of Western civilization and the
hegemony of Eurocentric thought served to
eradicate all knowledges in non-European
languages and praxes of living and being. Mignolo
also traces the geopolitical origins of racialized and
gendered classifications, modernity, globalization,
and cosmopolitanism, placing them all within the
framework of coloniality. Drawing on the work of
theorists and decolonial practitioners from the Global
South and the Global East, Mignolo shows how
coloniality has provoked the emergence of
decolonial politics initiated by delinking from all forms
of Western knowledge and subjectivities. The urgent
task, Mignolo stresses, is the epistemic
reconstitution of categories of thought and praxes of
living destituted in the very process of building
Western civilization and the idea of modernity. The
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overcoming of the long-lasting hegemony of the
West and its distorted legacies is already underway
in all areas of human existence. Mignolo
underscores the relevance of the politics of
decolonial investigations, in and outside the
academy, to liberate ourselves from canonized
knowledge, ways of knowing, and praxes of living.
Environment, Social Justice, and the Media in the
Age of Anthropocene addresses three imminent
challenges to human society in the age of the
Anthropocene. The first challenge involves the
survival of the species; the second the breakdown of
social justice; and the third the inability of the media
to provide global audiences with an adequate
orientation about these issues. The notion of the
Anthropocene as a geological age shaped by human
intervention implies a new understanding of the
human context that influences the physical and
biological sciences. Human existence continues to
be affected by the physical and biological reality from
which it evolved but, in turn, it affects that reality as
well. This work addresses this paradox by bringing
together the contributions of researchers from very
different disciplines in conversation about the
complex relationships between the
physical/biological world and the human world to
offer different perspectives and solutions in
establishing social and environmental justice in the
age of the Anthropocene.
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This collaborative study in economic theory is cast
as a sort of conversation, implicating not only the
authors (an American economic anthropologist and a
Colombian colleague) but also the rural Colombian
people, who contributed the raw materials for the
conversation.
An absolute must-read for anyone who loves books
In Closing Time, Joe Queenan shared how he
became a voracious reader to escape a joyless
childhood. Now, like many bibliophiles, he fears for
the books that once saved him. In One for the
Books, Queenan examines the entire culture of
reading and what books really mean in people’s
lives today. What does it suggest if a person has no
books displayed in his living room? Can an
obsession with reading prove detrimental to one’s
well being? How useful are covers in selling books?
Queenan’s many fans—as well as anyone who loves
books and reading—will want to join him on his
unforgettably funny and moving journey.
'In Can Non-Europeans Think? Dabashi takes his
subtle but vigorous polemic to another level.' Pankaj
Mishra What happens to thinkers who operate
outside the European philosophical pedigree? In this
powerfully honed polemic, Hamid Dabashi argues
that they are invariably marginalised, patronised and
misrepresented. Challenging, pugnacious and
stylish, Can Non-Europeans Think? forges a new
perspective in postcolonial theory by examining how
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intellectual debate continues to reinforce a colonial
regime of knowledge, albeit in a new guise. Based
on years of scholarship and activism, this insightful
collection of philosophical explorations is certain to
unsettle and delight in equal measure.
Cardinal Richelieu is one of the best known and
most studied statesmen in European history; his
Spanish contemporary and rival, the Count-Duke of
Olivares, one of the least known. The contrasting
historical fortunes of the two men reflect the outcome
of the great struggle in seventeenth-century Europe
between France and Spain: the triumph of France
assured the fame of Richelieu, while Spain's failure
condemned Olivares to historical neglect. This
fascinating book by the distinguished historian J. H.
Elliott argues that contemporaries, for whom
Olivares was at least as important as Richelieu,
shared none of posterity's certainty about the
inevitability of that outcome. His absorbing
comparative portrait of the two men, as personalities
and as statesmen, through their policies and their
mutual struggle, offers unique insights into
seventeenth-century Europe and the nature of power
and statesmanship.
Per uscire dal colonialismo non ci si può limitare a
decostruire, ma bisogna trovare il modo di agire per
trasformare il mondo. Non creare un nuovo
paradigma ma distruggere i paradigmi esistenti.
Quante volte hai pensato a cosa ci sia dietro la
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parola “scientifico”? Quante volte hai dato per
scontato che la scientificità di un sapere valesse per
tutti, ovvero fosse universale? La cultura europea ha
stabilito quale fosse il sapere scientifico, da
considerare l’unico vero, creato in relazione a
epistemi occidentali. Tutto il resto è stato poi
derubricato a sapere subalterno. L’accademia
occidentale deve rinunciare al privilegio di produrre il
discorso dominante. A partire dalla sua esperienza
personale, Rachele Borghi ci racconta com’è
possibile dare battaglia alla colonialità.
This book addresses the ideological figure of
modernity, its presumed historical significance as an
era, and its theoretical adequacy as a frame. It
shows how science is evoked to prevent the
sociological imagination from elaborating nonEurocentric categories and terminologies that are
more adequate for a global age. The idea of
modernity should not only be contested, but radically
unthought in its foundational assumptions. These
assumptions inform concepts such as secularization,
emancipation, the 'global' and accumulation of
capital. This book frees these concepts from
ethnocentrism and discloses a path toward a new,
non-Eurocentric, global social theory. Gennaro
Ascione explores the transformative potential of
decolonizing knowledge through a radical
reconsideration of the historical and epistemological
role that the intellectual reference to science plays in
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the construction of concepts. This ground-breaking
work challenges social theorists to think globally
beyond modernity, bringing together social theory
and science in an unprecedented way. Importantly, it
makes accessible a new space of missing
theorization for further developments and inquiries in
the field.
In reconstructing the birth and development of the
notion of ‘unconscious’, historians of ideas have
heavily relied on the Freudian concept of
Unbewussten, retroactively projecting the
psychoanalytic unconscious over a constellation of
diverse cultural experiences taking place in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries between France
and Germany. Archaeology of the Unconscious aims
to challenge this perspective by adopting an unusual
and thought-provoking viewpoint as the one offered
by the Italian case from the 1770s to the immediate
aftermath of WWI, when Italo Svevo’s La coscienza
di Zeno provides Italy with the first example of a
‘psychoanalytic novel’. Italy’s vibrant culture of the
long nineteenth century, characterised by the
sedimentation, circulation, intersection, and synergy
of different cultural, philosophical, and literary
traditions, proves itself to be a privileged object of
inquiry for an archaeological study of the
unconscious; a study whose object is not the alleged
‘origin’ of a pre-made theoretical construct, but
rather the stratifications by which that specific
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construct was assembled. In line with Michel
Foucault’s Archéologie du savoir (1969), this
volume will analyze the formation and the circulation,
across different authors and texts, of a network of
ideas and discourses on interconnected themes,
including dreams, memory, recollection, desire,
imagination, fantasy, madness, creativity, inspiration,
magnetism, and somnambulism. Alongside
questioning pre-given narratives of the ‘history of
the unconscious’, this book will employ the Italian
‘difference’ as a powerful perspective from whence
to address the undeveloped potentialities of the preFreudian unconscious, beyond uniquely
psychoanalytical viewpoints.
It looks as though the anthropology of nature is an
oxymoron of sorts, given that for the past few
centuries, nature has been characterized in the West
by humans’ absence, and humans, by their capacity
to overcome what is natural in them. But nature does
not exist as a sphere of autonomous realities for all
peoples. By positing a universal distribution of
humans and non-humans in two separate ontological
fields, we are for one quite ill equipped to analyse all
those systems of objectification of the world in which
a formal distinction between nature and culture does
not obtain. This type of distinction moreover appears
to go against what the evolutionary and life sciences
have taught us about the phyletic continuity of
organisms. Our singularity in relation to all other
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existents is relative, as is our awareness of it.
What does feminism have to say to the
Anthropocene? How does the concept of the
Anthropocene impact feminism? This book is a
daring and provocative response to the masculinist
and techno-normative approach to the Anthropocene
so often taken by technoscientists, artists,
humanists, and social scientists. By coining and, for
the first time, fully exploring the concept of
“anthropocene feminism,” it highlights the
alternatives feminism and queer theory can offer for
thinking about the Anthropocene. Feminist theory
has long been concerned with the anthropogenic
impact of humans, particularly men, on nature.
Consequently, the contributors to this volume
explore not only what current interest in the
Anthropocene might mean for feminism but also
what it is that feminist theory can contribute to
technoscientific understandings of the
Anthropocene. With essays from prominent
environmental and feminist scholars on topics
ranging from Hawaiian poetry to Foucault to shelled
creatures to hypomodernity to posthuman feminism,
this book highlights both why we need an
anthropocene feminism and why thinking about the
Anthropocene must come from feminism.
Contributors: Stacy Alaimo, U of Texas at Arlington;
Rosi Braidotti, Utrecht U; Joshua Clover, U of
California, Davis; Claire Colebrook, Pennsylvania
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State U; Dehlia Hannah, Arizona State U; Myra J.
Hird, Queen’s U; Lynne Huffer, Emory U; Natalie
Jeremijenko, New York U; Elizabeth A. Povinelli,
Columbia U; Jill S. Schneiderman, Vassar College;
Juliana Spahr, Mills College; Alexander Zahara,
Queen’s U.
From international bestseller Stephen King the first
ebook ever published—a novella about a young man
who hitches a ride with a driver from the other side.
Riding the Bullet is “a ghost story in the grand
manner” from the bestselling author of Bag of
Bones, The Girl Who Loved Tom Gordon, and The
Green Mile—a short story about a young man who
hitches a ride with a driver from the other side.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as
we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the
United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work,
as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this
work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and
made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality
reading experience, this work has been proofread and
republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original
graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and
thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
L'idea di America Latina. Geostoria di una teoria
decolonialeUn posto nel mondo. Donne e migranti e pratiche
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di scritturaLuigi Pellegrini Editore
Taylor develops a geohistorical argument which focuses on
the periods and places of modernities, offering a grounded
analysis of what it is to be modern. He identifies three 'prime
modernities' which have defined the development of our
modern world: today's consumer modernity preceded by the
industrial modernity of the nineteenth century which was itself
preceded by mercantile modernity.
It has been said that the British Empire, on which the sun
never set, meant little to the man in the street. Apart from the
jingoist eruptions at the death of Gordon or the relief of
Mafeking he remained stonily indifferent to the imperial
destiny that beckoned his rulers so alluringly. Strange, then
that for three-quarters of a century it was scarcely possible to
buy a bar of soap or a tin of biscuits without being reminded
of the idea of Empire. Packaging, postcards, music hall,
cinema, boy's stories and school books, exhibitions and
parades, all conveyed the message that Empire was an
adventure and an ennobling responsibility. Army and navy
were a sure shield for the mother country and the subject
peoples alike. Boys' brigades and Scouts stiffened the
backbone of youth who flocked to join. In this illuminating
study John M. Mackenzie explores the manifestations of the
imperial idea, from the trappings of royalty through writers like
G. A. Henty to the humble cigarette card. He shows that it
was so powerful and pervasive that it outlived the passing of
Empire itself and, as events such as the Falklands 'adventure'
showed, the embers continue to smoulder.
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