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Language Myths Laurie Bauer
This highly accessible book presents an overview of English
morphology for all those involved in the English-language
teaching industry. For non-native learners, the ability to
recognize and produce new words in appropriate
circumstances is a challenging task, and knowledge of the
word-building system of English is essential to effective
language learning. This book clearly explains the morphology
of English from the point of view of the non-native learner and
shows how teachers and professors can instruct EFL
students successfully with effective materials. Covering the
scope of the task of teaching English morphology specifically
to non-native learners of English, bestselling authors Bauer
and Nation provide a range of strategies and tactics for
straightforward instruction, and demonstrate how teachers of
English as a foreign language can easily integrate learning of
the morphological system into their language courses. This
book helps teachers and learners make sensible decisions
about where to focus deliberate attention, what to be careful
about, and what not to be concerned about. It offers a range
of shortcuts, tips and tricks for teaching, and gives detailed
practical information on topics including: Sound and spelling
Possessives Comparative and superlative Past tense and
past participle Making nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs and
words with prefixes Learned word-formation. This book is
essential and practical reading for graduate students on
English-language teaching courses, preservice teachers,
consultants, practitioners, researchers and scholars in ELT.
Here is the captivating story of humankind’s enduring quest
to build a better language—and overcome the curse of Babel.
Just about everyone has heard of Esperanto, which was
nothing less than one man’s attempt to bring about world
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peace by means of linguistic solidarity. And every Star Trek
fan knows about Klingon. But few people have heard of
Babm, Blissymbolics, Loglan (not to be confused with
Lojban), and the nearly nine hundred other invented
languages that represent the hard work, high hopes, and fullblown delusions of so many misguided souls over the
centuries. With intelligence and humor, Arika Okrent has
written a truly original and enlightening book for all word
freaks, grammar geeks, and plain old language lovers.
This Very Short Introduction deals with the social life of
language, presenting a succinct account of the most
important aspects - both "micro" and "macro" - of
sociolinguistics, such as language variation, language
attitudes, and the relationship between language and identity.
Discusses attitudes toward the English language and the
slang, swearing, grammar, and differences in pronunciation
that have changed the language
Nicholas Ostler's Empires of the Word is the first history of
the world's great tongues, gloriously celebrating the wonder
of words that binds communities together and makes possible
both the living of a common history and the telling of it. From
the uncanny resilience of Chinese through twenty centuries of
invasions to the engaging self-regard of Greek and to the
struggles that gave birth to the languages of modern Europe,
these epic achievements and more are brilliantly explored, as
are the fascinating failures of once "universal" languages. A
splendid, authoritative, and remarkable work, it demonstrates
how the language history of the world eloquently reveals the
real character of our planet's diverse peoples and prepares
us for a linguistic future full of surprises.
Learning to talk is probably the greatest milestone in a child's
development: a deeply moving and often hilarious experience
for all parents. In this charming and informative book, Britain's
leading expert on the English language talks you through
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every stage in your child's language development. Over thirty
years after its original publication, this new and updated
edition of Listen to your Child shows us that while the world
our children are growing up in may have changed, one thing
has not: parents still need to listen. Gathering decades of
research from psychologists and linguists, Professor Crystal
shows how the more we know about language acquisition from 'cooking' and 'babbling' to melodic 'scribble talk' and
simple words and then to incessant chatter - the more there is
to delight in. From birth to the early school years, Listen to
your Child provides a painless introduction to the study of
child language acquisition as well as invaluable advice for
parents.
This book looks at native speaker varieties of English,
considering how and why they differ in terms of their
pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary and spelling. It shows
how the major national varieties of English have developed,
why similar causes have given rise to different effects in
different parts of the world, and how the same problems of
description arise in relation to all 'colonial' Englishes.It covers
varieties of English spoken in Britain, the USA, Canada,
South Africa, Australia, New Zealand and the Falkland
Islands.Key FeaturesIntroductory text, presupposes a
minimum of previous knowledgeFocuses on common traits
rather than on individual varietiesInformed by latest research
on dialect mixingExercises included with each
chapterReferences for further reading in each chapter
Language, Society and Power is the essential introductory
text for students studying language in a variety of social
contexts. This book examines the ways in which language
functions, how it influences thought and how it varies
according to age, ethnicity, class and gender. It seeks to
answer such questions as: How can a language reflect the
status of children and older people? Do men and women talk
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differently? How can our use of language mark our ethnic
identity? It also looks at language use in politics and the
media and investigates how language affects and constructs
our identities, exploring notions of correctness and attitudes
towards language use. This third edition of this bestselling
book has been completely revised to include recent
developments in theory and research and offers the following
features: a range of new and engaging international
examples drawn from everyday life: beauty advertisements,
conversation transcripts, newspaper headlines reporting on
asylum seekers, language themed cartoons, and excerpts
from the television programme South Park and satirical news
website The Onion new activities designed to give students a
real understanding of the topic a new chapter covering
'Student Projects' – giving readers suggestions on how to
further explore the topics covered in the book updated and
expanded further reading sections for each chapter and a
glossary. While it can be used as a stand-alone text, this
edition of Language, Society and Power has also been fully
cross-referenced with the new companion title: The
Language, Society and Power Reader. Together these books
provide the complete resource for students of English
language and linguistics, media, communication, cultural
studies, sociology and psychology.
How reliable are all those stories about the number of Eskimo
words for snow? How can lamps, flags, and parrots be
libelous? These and many other odd questions are typical
topics in this collection of essays that present and
occasionally zany, often wry, but always fascinating look at
language and the people who study it.
Designed for beginning undergraduates studying for degrees
in English, this textbook provides an introduction to a range of
sociolinguistic theories and the insights they provide for a
greater understanding of varieties of English, past and
Page 4/17

Where To Download Language Myths Laurie
Bauer
present. Drawing on both qualitative and quantitative
approaches to sociolinguistic variation, the book provides a
systematic overview such topics as:*'English' as a social and
as a linguistic concept*English speech communities*Social
and regional dialectology in relation to varieties of
English*English historical sociolinguistics, from Old English to
late Modern English*Sociolinguistics and change in
English*Outcomes of contact involving varieties of
English*English and language planning*English,
sociolinguistics and linguistic theory.The book contains data
drawn from studies of English as it is used around the world.
Throughout, there is an emphasis on facilitating a deeper
understanding of linguistic variation in English and the social,
political and cultural contexts in which speakers and writers of
English operate.
English Spelling explores the rules and conventions on which
present-day English spelling is based. This Language
Workbook: * Examines how speech-sounds map onto each
other * Explores the extent to which words sound identical or
look identical * Analyzes various kinds of spelling mistakes *
Looks at the main differences between American and British
spelling * Shows how and why the names of people and
places may vary from expected spelling conventions * Deals
with the punctuation of words by apostrophes, hyphens and
capitalisation * Considers several possible approaches to
spelling reform
The media are ruining English"; "Some languages are harder
than others"; "Children can't speak or write properly
anymore." Such pieces of "cultural wisdom" are often
expressed in newspapers and on radio and television. Rarely
is there a response from experts in the fields of language and
language development. In this book Laurie Bauer and Peter
Trudgill have invited nineteen respected linguists from all over
the world to address these "language myths"--showing that
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they vary from the misconceived to the downright wrong. With
essays ranging from "Women Talk Too Much" and "In the
Appalachians They Speak Like Shakespeare" to "Italian Is
Beautiful, German Is Ugly" and "They Speak Really Bad
English Down South and in New York City," Language Myths
is a collection that is wide-ranging, entertaining, and
authoritative.
An expat’s witty and insightful exploration of English and
American cultural differences through the lens of language
that will leave readers gobsmacked In That’s Not English, the
seemingly superficial differences between British and
American English open the door to a deeper exploration of a
historic and fascinating cultural divide. In each of the thirty
chapters, Erin Moore explains a different word we use that
says more about us than we think. For example, "Quite"
exposes the tension between English reserve and American
enthusiasm; in "Moreish," she addresses our snacking habits.
In "Partner," she examines marriage equality; in "Pull," the
theme is dating and sex; "Cheers" is about drinking; and
"Knackered" covers how we raise our kids. The result is a
cultural history in miniature and an expatriate’s survival
guide. American by birth, Moore is a former book editor who
specialized in spotting British books—including Eats, Shoots &
Leaves—for the US market. She’s spent the last seven years
living in England with her Anglo American husband and a
small daughter with an English accent. That’s Not English is
the perfect companion for modern Anglophiles and the ten
million British and American travelers who visit one another’s
countries each year.
This book provides a non-technical introduction to the study
of language by focusing on questions such as: - Where does
language come from? - Why don't we all talk the same? Who needs grammar? Suitable for students with no
experience of linguistics, this lively introduction to language
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approaches will encourage students to think.
Blending the spirit of Eats, Shoots & Leaves with the science
of The Language Instinct, an original inquiry into the
development of that most essential-and mysterious-of human
creations: Language Language is mankind's greatest
invention-except, of course, that it was never invented." So
begins linguist Guy Deutscher's enthralling investigation into
the genesis and evolution of language. If we started off with
rudimentary utterances on the level of "man throw spear,"
how did we end up with sophisticated grammars, enormous
vocabularies, and intricately nuanced degrees of meaning?
Drawing on recent groundbreaking discoveries in modern
linguistics, Deutscher exposes the elusive forces of creation
at work in human communication, giving us fresh insight into
how language emerges, evolves, and decays. He traces the
evolution of linguistic complexity from an early "Me Tarzan"
stage to such elaborate single-word constructions as the
Turkish sehirlilestiremediklerimizdensiniz ("you are one of
those whom we couldn't turn into a town dweller"). Arguing
that destruction and creation in language are intimately
entwined, Deutscher shows how these processes are
continuously in operation, generating new words, new
structures, and new meanings. As entertaining as it is erudite,
The Unfolding of Language moves nimbly from ancient
Babylonian to American idiom, from the central role of
metaphor to the staggering triumph of design that is the
Semitic verb, to tell the dramatic story and explain the genius
behind a uniquely human faculty.
How Myths about Language Affect Education: What Every
Teacher Should Know clarifies some of the most common
misconceptions about language, particularly those that affect
teachers and the decisions they make when they teach
English language learners. The chapters in this book address
myths about language in general, about first and second
Page 7/17

Where To Download Language Myths Laurie
Bauer
language acquisition, about language and society, and about
language and thinking. Each chapter concludes with activities
for teachers that give examples, exercises, or simple
questions that relate directly to teachers' everyday dealings
with ELLs and language. How Myths about Language Affect
Education is not intended to be a complete introduction to
linguistics; it does not contain information on phonetics or
complex syntactic explanations, and technical jargon is kept
to a minimum. The aim of this book is not to settle language
issues but rather to highlight popular misconceptions and the
ways that they influence debates regarding language and
affect language policies in and out of the classroom.
Language MythsPenguin UK
Why are there more English words ending in -ness than
ending in -ity? What is it about some endings that makes
them more widely usable than others? Can we measure the
differences in the facility with which the various affixes are
used? Does the difference in facility reflect a difference in the
way we treat words containing these affixes in the brain?
These are the questions examined in this book.
Morphological productivity has, over the centuries, been a
major factor in providing the huge vocabulary of English and
remains one of the most contested areas in the study of wordformation and structure. This book takes an eclectic approach
to the topic, applying the findings for morphology to syntax
and phonology. Bringing together the results of twenty years'
work in the field, it provides new insights and considers a
wide range of linguistic and psycholinguistic evidence.
Language is central to our lives, the cultural tool that arguably
sets us apart from other species. Some scientists have
argued that language is innate, a type of unique human
'instinct' pre-programmed in us from birth. In this book,
Vyvyan Evans argues that this received wisdom is, in fact, a
myth. Debunking the notion of a language 'instinct', Evans
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demonstrates that language is related to other animal forms
of communication; that languages exhibit staggering diversity;
that we learn our mother tongue drawing on general
properties and abilities of the human mind, rather than an
inborn 'universal' grammar; that language is not autonomous
but is closely related to other aspects of our mental lives; and
that, ultimately, language and the mind reflect and draw upon
the way we interact with others in the world. Compellingly
written and drawing on cutting-edge research, The Language
Myth sets out a forceful alternative to the received wisdom,
showing how language and the mind really work.
Language is the medium in which we humans compose our
thoughts, explain our thinking, construct our arguments, and
create works of literature. Without language, societies as
complex as ours could not exist. Geoffrey Pullum offers a
stimulating introduction to the many ways in which linguistics,
as the scientific study of language, matters. With its close
relationships to psychology, education, philosophy, and
computer science, the subject has a compelling human story
to tell about the ways in which different societies see and
describe the world, and its far-reaching applications range
from law to medicine and from developmental psychology to
artificial intelligence. Introducing Polity’s Why It Matters
series: In these short and lively books, world-leading thinkers
make the case for the importance of their subjects and aim to
inspire a new generation of students.
An expanded and updated new edition of this best-selling
introduction to linguistic morphology. The text guides the
reader from the very first principles of the internal structure of
words through to advanced issues of current controversy. The
first part of the book introduces basic concepts, with the help
of examples from a range of familiar and exotic languages.
The second section highlights particularly important topics,
and discusses them in more detail. These include the
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definition of the word-form, productivity, the vexed problems
of inflection versus derivation and the nature of the
morpheme, and the position of morphology in relation to
phonology and syntax. The third section looks at the theory of
morphology, considering fundamental problems such as the
nature of morphological universals, how the brain deals with
morphologically complex words and how morphology
changes over time, but also with individual ways of looking at
morphology, including natural morphology, word-andparadigm and level-ordered models. Features:* New chapters
on morphology and the brain and diachronic morphology*
Exercises added at the end of each chapter* Includes a
glossary of key terms
Is Ebonics really a dialect or simply bad English? Do women
and men speak differently? Will computers ever really learn
human language? Does offensive language harm children?
These are only a few of the issues surrounding language that
crop up every day. Most of us have very definite opinions on
these questions one way or another. Yet as linguists Donna
Jo Napoli and Vera Lee-Schoenfeld point out in this short and
thoroughly readable volume, many of our most deeply held
ideas about the nature of language and its role in our lives
are either misconceived or influenced by myths and
stereotypes. Language Matters provides a highly informative
tour of the world of language, examining these and other
vexing and controversial language-related questions.
Throughout, Napoli and Lee-Schoenfeld encourage and lead
the reader to use common-sense and everyday experience
rather than preconceived notions or technical linguistic
expertise. Both their questions and their conclusions are
surprising, sometimes provocative, and always entertaining.
This thoroughly revised second edition updates the book with
a new co-author, and includes new chapters on language and
power, language extinction, and what it is linguists actually
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do. Language Matters is sure to engage both general readers
and students of language and linguistics at any level.
A unique collection of original essays by 21 of the world's
leading linguists. The topics discussed focus on some of the
most popular myths about language: The Media Are Ruining
English; Children Can't Speak or Write Properly Anymore;
America is Ruining the English Language. The tone is lively
and entertaining throughout and there are cartoons from
Doonesbury andThe Wizard of Id to illustrate some of the
points. The book should have a wide readership not only
amongst students who want to read leading linguists writing
about popular misconceptions but also amongst the large
number of people who enjoy reading about language in
general.
Although the illustrative material is drawn principally from
English, general points are illustrated with a variety of
languages to provide a new perspective on a confused and
often controversial field of study.

Since its initial publication, English with an Accent has
provoked debate and controversy within classrooms
through its in-depth scrutiny of American attitudes
towards language. Rosina Lippi-Green discusses the
ways in which discrimination based on accent functions
to support and perpetuate social structures and unequal
power relations. This second edition has been
reorganized and revised to include: new dedicated
chapters on Latino English and Asian American English
discussion questions, further reading, and suggested
classroom exercises, updated examples from the
classroom, the judicial system, the media, and corporate
culture a discussion of the long-term implications of the
Ebonics debate a brand-new companion website with a
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glossary of key terms and links to audio, video, and
images relevant to the each chapter's content. English
with an Accent is essential reading for students with
interests in attitudes and discrimination towards
language.
This textbook introduces basic concepts of grammar in a
format which should encourage readers to use linguistic
arguments. It focuses on syntactic analysis and
evidence. It also looks at sociolinguisic and historical
reasons behind prescriptive rules.
Remlinger's book engagingly examines the history of the
"Yooper" dialect of American English in Michigan's
Upper Peninsula, focusing on how and why such
regional dialects and identities emerge.
As a comprehensive account of all aspects of
dialectology this updated edition makes an ideal
introduction to the subject.
A detailed look at language-related myths that explores
both what we know and how we know it.
Subtitled: An Inquiry into the Origin of Certain Letters,
Words, Names, Fairy-Tales, Folklore and Mythologies.
Symbols tell a story but we must first know how to read
them. Otherwise, one just sees a picture without the
intended message. This book produces the key to
understanding many important symbols. For centuries
emblems and symbols have been used for trademarks,
watermarks, and decorative purposes. These were
covered well in Volume One. Volume Two moves into
many sacred and mystical areas, covering such things
as the heavenly twins, the white horse, the sign of the
cross, fire and fire cults, standing stones and dolmens,
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gardens, fruits & flowers, the tree of life, Via Dolorosa
and Jesus, and ends with a conclusion that brings both
volumes together. There is a wealth of information to be
found in this book because Bayley was a true master in
etymology and the origins of words. The drawings are
quite simple since they're either the earliest known
version of the symbol or the artist was not that elaborate,
but the information contained herein is unsurpassed.
This book stands well on its own and Volume One does
not have to be read first in order to understand it.
The book that tells you all the things you felt you were
expected to know about linguistics, but were afraid to ask
about.*What do you know about Burushaski and
Miwok?*What's the difference between paradigmatic and
syntagmatic?*What is E-language?*What is a
language?*Do parenthetical and non-restrictive mean the
same thing?*How do you write a bibiliographic entry for a
work you have not seen?Every student who has asked
these questions needs this book. A compendium of
useful things for linguistics students to know, from the
IPA chart to the Saussurean dichotomies, this book will
be the constant companion of anyone undertaking
studies of linguistics. Part reference work, part revision
guide, and with tables providing summary information on
some 280 languages, the book provides a new learning
tool as a supplement to the usual textbooks and
glossaries.
This introduction to linguistics for the absolute beginner
focuses on the core topics of phonetics, phonology,
morphology, syntax, semantics and pragmatics.
Theoretically-neutral, each essential topic is covered in
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depth and the author's engaging style encourages
interaction from students by using regular short
questions to check comprehension.

Language Myths and the History of English
deconstructs common myths about the historical
development of English and looks at the ideological
reasons for their existence.
This volume explores both historical and current
issues in English usage guides or style manuals.
Guides of this sort have a long history: while
Fowler's Modern English Usage (1926) is one of the
best known, the first English usage guide was
published in the UK in 1770, and the first in the US in
1847. Today, new titles come out nearly every year,
while older works are revised and reissued.
Remarkably, however, the kind of usage problems
that have been addressed over the years are very
much the same, and attitudes towards them are slow
to change - but they do change. The chapters in this
book look at how and why these guides are
compiled, and by whom; what sort of advice they
contain; how they differ from grammars and
dictionaries; how attitudes to usage change; and why
institutions such as the BBC need their own style
guide. The volume will appeal not only to
researchers and students in sociolinguistics, but also
to general readers with an interest in questions of
usage and prescriptivism, language professionals
such as teachers and editors, and language policy
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makers.
"We frequently see one idea appear in one discipline
as if it were new, when it migrated from another
discipline, like a mole that had dug under a fence
and popped up on the other side." Taking note of this
phenomenon, John Goldsmith and Bernard Laks
embark on a uniquely interdisciplinary history of the
genesis of linguistics, from nineteenth-century
currents of thought in the mind sciences through to
the origins of structuralism and the ruptures, both
political and intellectual, in the years leading up to
World War II. Seeking to explain where
contemporary ideas in linguistics come from and
how they have been justified, Battle in the Mind
Fields investigates the porous interplay of concepts
between psychology, philosophy, mathematical
logic, and linguistics. Goldsmith and Laks trace
theories of thought, self-consciousness, and
language from the machine age obsession with mind
and matter to the development of analytic
philosophy, behaviorism, Gestalt psychology,
positivism, and structural linguistics, emphasizing
throughout the synthesis and continuity that has
brought about progress in our understanding of the
human mind. Arguing that it is impossible to
understand the history of any of these fields in
isolation, Goldsmith and Laks suggest that the
ruptures between them arose chiefly from social and
institutional circumstances rather than a fundamental
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disparity of ideas.
Fascinating answers to quirky questions about
language Why is it not wrong to be doubly negative?
Where do you place the stress in such words as
'dissect'? Where do 'wowser', 'craw thumper' and the
'f-word' come from? Do New Zealanders mangle the
English language? Should we say different 'from' or
'to' or 'than'? We use it every day, but what is this
thing called language, and are there rights and
wrongs about its use? Four leading linguists, with
specific interest in New Zealand English, tackle the
common-place and quirky questions that arise from
what we say, read and write. Funny, accessible,
informative, this is a fascinating book.
A history of the English language traces its evolution
from a Germanic dialect around 500 A.D. to its
modern form, noting the influence of such groups
and individuals as early Anglo-Saxon tribes, Alfred
the Great, and William Shakespeare.
A major introductory language/linguistics textbook
written specifically for English and Education majors,
this book is an engaging introduction to the structure
of English, general theories in linguistics, and
important issues in sociolinguistics.¿ ¿ This
accessible text provides more extensive coverage of
issues of particular interest to English and Education
majors.¿ Tapping into our natural curiosity about
language, it invites all students to connect academic
linguistics to everyday use of the English language
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and to become active participants in the construction
of linguistic knowledge. ¿ The second edition
provides updated examples of language
change—including new slang and other word
coinages, grammatical developments, and sound
changes—as well as new research findings on
American dialects, language acquisition, language
evolution, eggcorns, English and the Internet, and
much more.
An introduction to sociolinguistics exploring the link
between language and society. The author draws on
a range of languages to illustrate his survey. The
variations in spoken English are also explored. The
author argues that the varieties of language should
be preserved if the dangers of a culturally
standardized world are to be avoided.
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