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The worst pandemic in recorded history, it is estimated that the Black Death infected two in three Europeans, resulting in the
deaths of around 25 million, or a third of the population of the continent. Author Don Nardo explores the complex moral, economic,
and scientific implications of the Black Death. Chapters facilitate critical conversations from diverse perspectives to provide a
broad understanding of the plague, including the origin of the disease, the hysteria and panic that consumed entire populations,
the effects to the economy and culture of the areas affected, and recurrences of plague in later ages.
If the twenty-first century seems an unlikely stage for the return of a 14th-century killer, the authors of Return of the Black Death
argue that the plague, which vanquished half of Europe, has only lain dormant, waiting to emerge again—perhaps, in another form.
At the heart of their chilling scenario is their contention that the plague was spread by direct human contact (not from rat fleas) and
was, in fact, a virus perhaps similar to AIDS and Ebola. Noting the periodic occurrence of plagues throughout history, the authors
predict its inevitable re-emergence sometime in the future, transformed by mass mobility and bioterrorism into an even more
devastating killer.
A vivid portrait of how Americans grappled with King's death and legacy in the days, weeks, and months after his assassination On
April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was fatally shot as he stood on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel in Memphis. At the time of
his murder, King was a polarizing figure--scorned by many white Americans, worshipped by some African Americans and liberal
whites, and deemed irrelevant by many black youth. In The Heavens Might Crack, historian Jason Sokol traces the diverse
responses, both in America and throughout the world, to King's death. Whether celebrating or mourning, most agreed that the final
flicker of hope for a multiracial America had been extinguished. A deeply moving account of a country coming to terms with an act
of shocking violence, The Heavens Might Crack is essential reading for anyone seeking to understand America's fraught racial
past and present.
The Black Death was the fourteenth century's equivalent of a nuclear war. It wiped out one-third of Europe's population, taking
millions of lives. The author draws together the most recent scientific discoveries and historical research to pierce the mist and tell
the story of the Black Death as a gripping, intimate narrative.
A revealing and dramatic chronicle of the twelve months leading up to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s assassination. Martin Luther
King, Jr. died in one of the most shocking assassinations the world has known, but little is remembered about the life he led in his
final year. New York Times bestselling author and award-winning broadcaster Tavis Smiley recounts the final 365 days of King's
life, revealing the minister's trials and tribulations -- denunciations by the press, rejection from the president, dismissal by the
country's black middle class and militants, assaults on his character, ideology, and political tactics, to name a few -- all of which he
had to rise above in order to lead and address the racism, poverty, and militarism that threatened to destroy our democracy.
Smiley's Death of a King paints a portrait of a leader and visionary in a narrative different from all that have come before. Here is
an exceptional glimpse into King's life -- one that adds both nuance and gravitas to his legacy as an American hero.
How the people of a typical English village lived and died in the worst epidemic in history. The Black Death remains the greatest
disaster to befall humanity, killing about half the population of the planet in the 14th century. John Hatcher recreates everyday
medieval life in a parish in Suffolk, from which an exceptional number of documents survive. This enables us to view events
through the eyes of its residents, revealing in unique detail what it was like to live and die in these terrifying times. With scrupulous
attention to historical accuracy, John Hatcher describes what the parishioners experienced, what they knew and what they
believed. His narrative is peopled with characters developed from the villagers named in the actual town records and a series of
dramatic scenes portray how contemporaries must have experienced the momentous events.
This brisk retelling of Le Morte D'Arthur highlights the narrative drive, humor, and poignancy of Sir Thomas Malory’s original while
updating his fifteenth-century English and selectively pruning over-elaborate passages that can try the patience of modern
readers. The result is an adaptation that readers can enjoy as a fresh approach to Malory's sprawling masterpiece. The book's
most famous episodes--the sword in the stone, the cataclysmic final battle--are all here, while lesser-known key episodes stand
forth with new brightness and clarity. The text is accompanied by an up-to-date bibliography, including websites and video
resources, and a descriptive index keyed--like the retelling itself--to the book and chapter divisions of William Caxton's first printed
edition of 1485.
The Black Death of 1348–49 may have killed more than 50% of the European population. This book examines the impact of this
appalling disaster on England's most populous city, London. Using previously untapped documentary sources alongside
archaeological evidence, a remarkably detailed picture emerges of the arrival, duration and public response to this epidemic and
subsequent fourteenth-century outbreaks. Wills and civic and royal administration documents provide clear evidence of the speed
and severity of the plague, of how victims, many named, made preparations for their heirs and families, and of the immediate
social changes that the aftermath brought. The traditional story of the timing and arrival of the plague is challenged and the
mortality rate is revised up to 50%–60% in the first outbreak, with a population decline of 40–45% across Edward III’s reign.
Overall, The Black Death in London provides as detailed a story as it is possible to tell of the impact of the plague on a major
medieval English city.
Looking beyond the view of the plague as unmitigated catastrophe, Herlihy finds evidence for its role in the advent of new population controls,
the establishment of universities, the spread of Christianity, the dissemination of vernacular cultures, and even the rise of nationalism. This
book, which displays a distinguished scholar's masterly synthesis of diverse materials, reveals that the Black Death can be considered the
cornerstone of the transformation of Europe.
Maria Kelly goes in search of the 'Great Pestilence' whose consequences are often obscured by the intricate and tumultuous history of the
time and traces how the Irish reacted to this seemingly invisible killer.
Describes the social and economic conditions in medieval Europe at the outbreak of the Black Death and the causes and effects of the
epidemic.
It is high treason in British law to imagine the king's death. But after the execution of Louis XVI in 1793, everyone in Britain must have found
themselves imagining that the same fate might befall George III. How easy was it to distinguish between fantasising about the death of
George and imagining it, in the legal sense of intending or designing? John Barrell examines this question in the context of the political trials
of the mid-1790s and the controversies they generated. He shows how the law of treason was adapted in the years following Louis's death to
punish what was acknowledged to be a modern form of treason unheard of when the law had been framed. The result, he argues, was the
invention of a new and imaginary reading, a figurative treason, by which the question of who was imagining the king's death, the supposed
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traitors or those who charged them with treason, became inseparable.
On April 4, 1968, at 6:01 p.m., while he was standing on a balcony at a Memphis hotel, Martin Luther King Jr. was shot and fatally wounded.
Only hours earlier King ended his final speech with the words, “I may not get there with you, but I want you to know tonight, that we as a
people will get to the Promised Land.” Acclaimed public intellectual and best-selling author Michael Eric Dyson examines how King fought,
and faced, his own death, and how America can draw on his legacy in the twenty-first century. April 4, 1968 celebrates the leadership of Dr.
King, and challenges America to renew its commitment to his vision.
Yaron Ayalon explores the Ottoman Empire's history of natural disasters and its responses on a state, communal, and individual level.
A compelling and revisionist account of Florence's economic, literary and social history in the immediate aftermath of the Black Death.
Chronicles the Great Plague that devastated Asia and Europe in the fourteenth century, documenting the experiences of people who lived
during its height while describing the harrowing decline of moral boundaries that also marked the period. 40,000 first printing.

THE BEGINNING OF END ?When a sickly boy succumbs t illness only to awaken as a lowly undead named End, his
initial reaction is not horror but joy. No longer weak and bedridden, he is eager to experience the freedom of a properly
functioning body. Sadly, his delight is cut short when he realizes the shackles of his previous life have simply been
replaced by new ones—specifically, the powerful necromancer who revived him. To gain true freedom, he’ll need to
overcome the many obstacles in his way...starting with his dark master!
This encyclopedia provides 300 interdisciplinary, cross-referenced entries that document the effect of the plague on
Western society across the four centuries of the second plague pandemic, balancing medical history and technical
matters with historical, cultural, social, and political factors.
First published in the year 1842, the present book 'The Masque of the Red Death' by Edgar Allan Poe is a gothic short
story that follows Prince Prospero's attempts to avoid a dangerous plague, known as the Red Death, by hiding in his
abbey.
The book opens with an outline of the course of the pandemic, the causes and nature of bubonic plague, and the recent
revisionist views of what the Black Death really was. The author presents the phenomenon of plague thematically by
focusing on the places where people lived and worked: the home, the church and cemetery, the village, the pest houses,
the streets and roads. The book then investigates contemporary theories of the causes of plague, doctors' futile attempts
to treat victims, the authorities' vain attempts to prevent the pestilence, and its social impact. The narrative includes vivid
examples from across Europe throughout the period, and presents the words of witnesses and victims themselves
wherever possible.--From publisher description.
Eddie is a strange man with an extraordinary talent that makes him the 'performer' he is. Eddie administers Death. His
subjects, he explains, are not afraid, but are thrilled and transported. To Eddie, Death is completion, and he finds
fulfilment, satisfaction, and pride in each job he carries out. When Seaton Carew, America's most successful TV
entrepreneur, chances to witness Eddie in action, Eddie's career is altered. Overcoming many obstacles, he and Seaton
literally ride to glory on the Deliverance Special, a train carrying King Death and his huge entourage all over America. But
then a disturbing change comes over Eddie and threatens to topple him from his grisly throne... King Death is part
nightmare, part modern fairytale and wholly original.
Eisner Award-nominated BLACK DEATH IN AMERICA written by Tom King tells the true story of private Henry Johnson,
aka the Black Death. Henry received the French Croix de Guerre for his bravery during in the First World War. But, upon
returning home to the United States, his fame and notoriety slowly disappeared as racial tension heightened. For Your
Consideration: This story originally appeared in VERTIGO: CMYK. Its presentation here is because it has been
nominated for a 2016 Eisner Award for Best Short Story. If you are an eligible voter, the voting period ends June 17,
2016.
Robert Palmer's pathbreaking study shows how the Black Death triggered massive changes in both governance and law
in fourteenth-century England, establishing the mechanisms by which the law adapted to social needs for centuries
thereafter. The Black De
A fascinating account of the phenomenon known as the Black Death, this volume offers a wealth of documentary material
focused on the initial outbreak of the plague that ravaged the world in the 14th century. A comprehensive introduction
that provides important background on the origins and spread of the plague is followed by nearly 50 documents
organized into topical sections that focus on the origin and spread of the illness; the responses of medical practitioners;
the societal and economic impact; religious responses; the flagellant movement and attacks on Jews provoked by the
plague; and the artistic response. Each chapter has an introduction that summarizes the issues explored in the
documents; headnotes to the documents provide additional background material. The book contains documents from
many countries - including Muslim and Byzantine sources - to give students a variety of perspectives on this devastating
illness and its consequences. The volume also includes illustrations, a chronology of the Black Death, and questions to
consider.
A series of natural disasters in the Orient during the fourteenth century brought about the most devastating period of death and destruction in
European history. The epidemic killed one-third of Europe's people over a period of three years, and the resulting social and economic
upheaval was on a scale unparalleled in all of recorded history. Synthesizing the records of contemporary chroniclers and the work of later
historians, Philip Ziegler offers a critically acclaimed overview of this crucial epoch in a single masterly volume. The Black Death vividly and
comprehensively brings to light the full horror of this uniquely catastrophic event that hastened the disintegration of an age.
An ideal introduction and guide to the greatest natural disaster to ever curse humanity, replete with illustrations, biographical sketches, and
primary documents. Presents medieval and modern perspectives of this disturbing yet fascinating tragic historical episode.
Sweeping across the known world with unchecked devastation, the Black Death claimed between 75 million and 200 million lives in four short
years. In this engaging and well-researched book, the trajectory of the plague’s march west across Eurasia and the cause of the great
pandemic is thoroughly explored. Inside you will read about... ? What was the Black Death? ? A Short History of Pandemics ? Chronology &
Trajectory ? Causes & Pathology ? Medieval Theories & Disease Control ? Black Death in Medieval Culture ? Consequences Fascinating
insights into the medieval mind’s perception of the disease and examinations of contemporary accounts give a complete picture of what the
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world’s most effective killer meant to medieval society in particular and humanity in general.
In this fresh approach to the history of the Black Death, John Hatcher, a world-renowned scholar of the Middle Ages, recreates everyday life
in a mid-fourteenth century rural English village. By focusing on the experiences of ordinary villagers as they lived -- and died -- during the
Black Death (1345-50 AD), Hatcher vividly places the reader directly into those tumultuous years and describes in fascinating detail the dayto-day existence of people struggling with the tragic effects of the plague. Dramatic scenes portray how contemporaries must have
experienced and thought about the momentous events -- and how they tried to make sense of it all.
A spine-chilling saga of virulent racism, human folly, and the ultimate triumph of scientific progress. For Chinese immigrant Wong Chut King,
surviving in San Francisco meant a life in the shadows. His passing on March 6, 1900, would have been unremarkable if a city health officer
hadn’t noticed a swollen black lymph node on his groin—a sign of bubonic plague. Empowered by racist pseudoscience, officials rushed to
quarantine Chinatown while doctors examined Wong’s tissue for telltale bacteria. If the devastating disease was not contained, San
Francisco would become the American epicenter of an outbreak that had already claimed ten million lives worldwide. To local press, railroad
barons, and elected officials, such a possibility was inconceivable—or inconvenient. As they mounted a cover-up to obscure the threat, ending
the career of one of the most brilliant scientists in the nation in the process, it fell to federal health officer Rupert Blue to save a city that
refused to be rescued. Spearheading a relentless crusade for sanitation, Blue and his men patrolled the squalid streets of fast-growing San
Francisco, examined gory black buboes, and dissected diseased rats that put the fate of the entire country at risk. In the tradition of Erik
Larson and Steven Johnson, Randall spins a spellbinding account of Blue’s race to understand the disease and contain its spread—the only
hope of saving San Francisco, and the nation, from a gruesome fate.
The author looks at the origins of the disease and traces its terrible march through Europe from the Italian cities to Scandinavia.
This illustrated survey examines what it was actually like to live with plague and the threat of plague in late-medieval and early modern
England.; Colin Platt's books include "The English Medieval Town", "Medieval England: A Social History and Archaeology from the Conquest
to 1600" and "The Architecture of Medieval Britain: A Social History" which won the Wolfson Prize for 1990. This book is intended for
undergraduate/6th form courses on medieval England, option courses on demography, medicine, family and social focus. The "black death"
and population decline is central to A-level syllabuses on this period.
This series provides texts central to medieval studies courses and focuses upon the diverse cultural, social and political conditions that
affected the functioning of all levels of medieval society. Translations are accompanied by introductory and explanatory material and each
volume includes a comprehensive guide to the sources' interpretation, including discussion of critical linguistic problems and an assessment
of recent research on the topics covered. From 1348 to 1350 Europe was devastated by an epidemic that left between a third and one half of
the population dead. This source book traces, through contemporary writings, the calamitous impact of the Black Death in Europe, with a
particular emphasis on its spread across England from 1348 to 1349. Rosemary Horrox surveys contemporary attempts to explain the
plague, which was universally regarded as an expression of divine vengeance for the sins of humankind. Moralists all had their particular
targets for criticism. However, this emphasis on divine chastisement did not preclude attempts to explain the plague in medical or scientific
terms. Also, there was a widespread belief that human agencies had been involved, and such scapegoats as foreigners, the poor and Jews
were all accused of poisoning wells. The final section of the book charts the social and psychological impact of the plague, and its effect on
the late-medieval economy.

At least I am my own boss. No regrets. I choose what I do. I am lucky It's 1973 and the West Indies have spectacularly
beaten England at their own game, in their own backyard. Shakie, an 18-year-old super-savvy wheeler-dealer, is in his
element – and not just because of the cricket. Life is good: his furniture business is making serious money and he owns a
flat on the King's Road, the epicentre of everything that's cool. Moreover, his best friend Stumpie has come up with a
plan to crack the booming music industry together - the possibilities are endless so when Shakie's ex-lover Jackie arrives
at the Chelsea flat, the trio toast the future. The champagne is flowing and ambition is running sky high - but how far will
they go, and who will they sacrifice, in their quest to be rich beyond their wildest dreams? The Death of a Black Man
received its world premiere at Hampstead Theatre in 1975. This new edition is published to coincide with its return to
Hampstead Theatre, 46 years on, in May 2021.
Death in Medieval Europe: Death Scripted and Death Choreographed explores new cultural research into death and
funeral practices in medieval Europe and demonstrates the important relationship between death and the world of the
living in the Middle Ages. Across ten chapters, the articles in this volume survey the cultural effects of death. This volume
explores overarching topics such as burials, commemorations, revenants, mourning practices and funerals, capital
punishment, suspiscious death, and death registrations using case studies from across Europe including England,
Iceland, and Spain. Together these chapters discuss how death was ritualised and choreographed, but also how it was
expressed in writing throughout various documentary sources including wills and death registries. In each instance,
records are analysed through a cultural framework to better understand the importance of the authors of death and their
audience. Drawing together and building upon the latest scholarship, this book is essential reading for all students and
academics of death in the medieval period.
Nostradamus, or Michel de Nostredame, was a physician and astrologer during the time of the Black Death. His most
famous book “Les Prophéties,” or “the Prophecies,” was first published in 1555. Some scholars believe that, in this
volume, he predicted a number of world events, such as the rise of Napoleon and the death of Hitler, and that it also
predicts the coming of the Antichrist and the end of the world. This volume contains annotations and parallel texts. A
modern English translation accompanies the original, Mediaeval French—the language in which Nostradamus originally
wrote his prophecies—, helping the reader to understand both the original language and the translation of this critical work
of eschatology. This edition also contains fragments of the questionable 11th and 12th centuries.
A revealing glimpse into the tumultuous history of England’s medieval period, full of knights in shining armor and terrible
peasant suffering. Covering the violent and disease-ridden period between 1272 to 1399, England in the Age of Chivalry.
. . And Awful Diseases covers the events, personages and ideas most commonly known as "medieval". This includes
Geoffrey Chaucer, the Peasants revolt, the Scottish wars of independence, the Great Famine of 1315, the Black Death
and the 100 Years War. Central to this time is King Edward III, who started the 100 Years War and defined the concept of
chivalry, including England's order of the garter. His legacy continues to shape our view of England’s history and is
crucial in understanding the development of Europe.
This engrossing book provides a comprehensive history of the medical response to the Black Death. John Aberth has
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translated plague treatises that illustrate the human dimensions of the horrific scourge, including doctors’ personal
anecdotes as they desperately struggled to understand a deadly new disease.
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