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Indian Epics Amar Chitra Katha Pareekshit
The Ramayana, Written In Sanskrit By Valmiki Is Considered To Be The 'Adikavya', The First
Ever Poem. Tulsidas Rendered It Into Hindi In The Sixteenth Century. But His 'RamcharitManas' Differs From The Original In Many Ways. It Was Written At A Time When A Very Vast
Area Of India Was Under Mughal Rule. Amongst The Hindus, There Were Frequent
Controversies Between The Worshippers Of Shiva, Vishnu And The Mother Goddess, And
Again Between The Worshippers Of Rama And Krishna. There Were Also Cults Which Were
Almost Cut Off From The Mainstream Of Indian Life. It Is To The Credit Of Tulsidas That He
Tried To Weave All These Cults Into An Integrated Whole. He Made His Rama Say That He
Would Not Tolerate Anyone Who Showed Disrespect To Shiva. He Worshipped Not Only At
The Temples Dedicated To Rama But Also At Those Dedicated To Krishna. His Works And
Teachings Stressed The Importance Of The Life Of A Householder And Weaned People Away
From The Tantric Cults. Tulsidas Hailed From A Poor Family Of Rajapur In Uttar Pradesh. He
Was Orphaned Soon After His Birth And Even His Foster-Mother Died When He Was Barely
Seven Years Old. When He Was Married, He Became Deeply Attached To His Wife, Ratna.
She Was The First Person In His Life Whom He Could Call His Own. One Day Not Finding Her
At Home On His Return, He Became Extremely Restless And Rushed To His Father-In-Law'S
House In The Dead Of The Night, Braving Heavy Rains And A Storm. But Ratna Rebuked Him
And Said, "Had You Loved Rama As Intensely As You Do This Bundle Of Flesh And Bones,
You Would Have Overcome All Mortal Fears." This Was The Turning Point In His Life. The
Story As Narrated In This Book Is Mostly Based On Legends. A Contemporary Of
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Shakespeare, Tulsidas (1532-1623) Was Known For Singing The Glory Of Rama, The Prince
Of Ayodhya. The Ramcharitmanas, Tulsidas Version Of The Ramayana In Awadhi, A Dialect
Of Hindi, Consists Of Over 1,0000 Stanzas Of About 12 To 18 Lines Each. Tulsi'S Words Are
Musical And Hypnotic. Every Village And Town In The Hindi Heartland Has A Troupe That
Enacts The Story Of Rama Based On Tulsida'S Work.
The Moon faced Ganesha’s wrath for laughing at him,when the elephant- headed god fell off
the mouse he rode.When Ravana obtained the Atmalinga from Shiva, thegods were perturbed
and turned to Ganesha for a solution.Kind-hearted, benign and always ready to help, Ganesha
can also display anger at injustice and foolishness.This Amar Chitra Katha features stories that
revolve around one of the most popular and endearing figures in Indian mythology.
Rama was happy living in the forest with his wife and brother. Palace intrigue may have forced
his exile, but the next fourteen years promised to be quite pleasant. Suddenly, this idylic life
was thrown into turmoil. His beloved wife Sita was kidnapped! With unmatched skill as a
warrior, Rama destroyed the ten-headed Ravana. And along the way, he won a host of very
grateful friends.
"This Amar Chitra Katha collection brings together a sample of the Indian literary tradition down
the years. It starts with the works of Kalidasa, moving to Sanskrit romances of the Gupta Age,
and ancient Tamil Sangam literature which was influenced by Jain and Buddhist thought. As
language and literature evolved, each region in the country began to develop its own special
modes of writing and story-telling. By the nineteenth century, India was home to not one but a
multitude of literatures, each borrowing from, referring to, and overlapping with the others.
Includes the following titles: Bheeshma Drona Tales of Arjuna Karna Abhimanyu
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Ganesha revered in India as the remover of obstacles is first and foremost an obedient son.
Standing guard at his mother's door, this son of Parvati refuses to let anyone through. Even
Lord Shiva is denied entry! This confrontation between father and son has one beneficial
outcome - the emergence of Ganesha, the elephant headed god of wisdom.
The magical story of how Ganesh, the son of Shiva and Parvati, was brought back to life with
the head of an elephant • The story of one of the most beloved characters in Indian lore, made
accessible for Western children • Illustrated throughout with paintings from the classic Indian
tradition Any Indian child can tell you how the beloved god Ganesh got his elephant’s
head--now American children can know as well. For centuries Indian children have grown up
hearing Ganesh’s story--how his mother, Parvati (an incarnation of the great mother goddess),
created a small boy from sandalwood soap and commanded that he guard the palace against
all intruders while she took her bath. How her husband, Shiva (the fearsome god of
destruction), didn’t take kindly to being barred from his own home. How Shiva beheaded the
boy during the cosmic war that followed, but then, when he realized that the balance of the
entire universe was at stake, brought the boy back to life by grafting an elephant’s head onto
his body and made him the people’s intercessor against the powers of destruction. Ganesh’s
timeless story teaches children about the steadfast power of dedication to duty, the aweinspiring power of a mother’s love for her child, and the gentle power of compassion, which
holds the world together. Accompanied by rich, color illustrations prepared according to the
traditional Hindu canon, How Ganesh Got His Elephant Head will transport children to a
magical world filled with ancient wisdom.

Ashoka is unique amongst the earliest rulers of India (3rd century BCE) in that
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the memory of his rule is well preserved in the form of his message to the people
engraved on rocks and pillars that span the length and breadth of the country.
The four lions
When the two warrior brothers, Hakka and Bukka, go hunting with their hounds
on the banks of the river Pampa, or Tungabhadra, they do not expect the rabbit
they are chasing to turn around and fight! Still less do they expect to find
themselves spending the rest of the day, hearing stories about the land they are
standing on. Stories about the gods and humans who inhabited it. Of the river
Pampa who yearned to marry Shiva. Of Vali, the insecure king of Kishkindha,
and of Rama who was unable to give his faithful lieutenant, Hanuman, the one
thing he desired. More mysterious is the storyteller, an ascetic, who insists that
the brothers are destined to become rulers of a mighty empire.
Adi Shankara Adventures of Agad Dutta Ayyappan Basaweshwara Ellora Caves:
The Glory of the Rashtrakootas Kannagi Karttikeya Kesari the Flying Thief
Krishnadeva Raya Madhvacharya Raja Raja Chola Raman Of Tenali Raman The
Matchless Wit Ramana Maharshi Ramanuja Shalivahana Subramania Bharati
Swami Chinmayananda Tales Of Maryada Rama The Celestial Necklace The
Fool's Disciples The Magic Grove The Prince and the Magician The Tiger And
The Woodpecker Tipu Sultan
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Ambition and arrogance - these were to be the cause of Ravana's downfall.
Blessed by both Brahma the creator and Shiva the destroyer, the powerful ruler
of Lanka could have enjoyed fame and respect had he only reined in his
arrogance. It was left to Vishnu the preserver to find a way to curb Ravana. In the
process, there unfolded one of the world's most beautiful romantic sagas - the
story of Rama's love for his devoted Sita.
Armed with the invincible thunderbolt, Vajra and mounted on his great white
elephant, Airavata, Indra, king of the gods, is the subject of innumerable stories
in Indian mythology. This Amar Chitra Katha tells some of the tales that depict
Indra's bravery, his generosity and also, his occasional arrogance.
He revived the Indian spirit that lay shackled by Western domination. He inspired
his countrymen to be proud of their heritage. He urged them to be fearless. In his
short life, and in the face of tremendous odds, he initiated a world-wide
movement to uplift the human race, and opened the eyes of the West to the
wonders of ancient Indian thought.
This Amar Chitra Katha special edition brings together some of the stories that
are woven around gods and goddesses. From the mighty Shiva and Vishnu to
the much loved Durga and Ganesha. From the popular gods of the epics like
Rama and Krishna to the less
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To learn true wisdom, he traversed bone-dry deserts, scaled snow-laden mountains,
and grieved over lost friends. To spread his hard-won knowledge, he battle stormy seas
and unimaginable dangers. But his lord's blessings seemed to protect this brave
Chinese monk, who spent 15 years retracting the steps of the Buddha and his
treachings. Arriving in Gupta-ruled India, Fa Hien kept a record of his travels (between
A.D. 399 and 414), which fascinate even to this day.
Dashratha, the prince of Ayodhya, was out hunting when he heard the sound of an
elephant drinking water. Aiming his bow the prince shot in the direction of the sound.
Tragically, the arrow killed a youth who was filling water in a pitcher for his old and blind
parents. The anguished father cursed Dashratha that one day he would die grieving for
his son. Dashratha's son was the valiant and unparalleled, Rama.
Includes the following titles: The Jackal and the War Drum, The Brahmin and the Goat,
How the Jackal ate the Elephant, Crows and Owls , The Dullard and other Stories
It all began with petty family jealousy. The Kaurava brothers tricked their Pandava
cousins out of a kingdom, and even Lord Krishna could not stop the horror and
bloodshed that followed. Veda Vyasa composed an epic poem, the longest in the world,
to describe the events that unfolded. In this epic tale of superhuman heroes and gory
action, Veda Vyasa explores human ambitions, relationships and conflicts to find the
true purpose of life
Yudhishthira, the eldest of the five Pandava princes, was born to Kunti by the grace of
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Yama. His actions were free from passion and prejudice. He came to be considered the
very embodiment of Dharma and was respectfully referred to as Dharmaraja. Yama,
Anant Pai strode the Indian comics industry like a colossus. Using the comics format he
told stories from mythology, history and literature to generations of children. Uncle Pai,
as he was known, wanted Indian children to be familiar with their heritage. He believed
that it helped build self-esteem and confidence. He also wanted to bring the children of
this country together through stories. A chemical engineer by profession, Anant Pai
gave up his job to follow his dream, a dream that led to the creation of Amar Chitra
Katha and Tinkle. Amar Chitra Katha pays tribute to its creator and traces the story of
the man who left behind a legacy of learning and laughter.
Includes the following titles: Krishna Krishna and Rukmini The Syamantaka Gem
Krishna and Jarasandha Krishna and Narakasura
No one dared challenge the might of King Rama of Ayodhya. Famous for his valour and skill as
a warrior, he confidently set out to become the King of the World. But then, his force came up
against two little boys roaming the forest wilds. Luv and Kush laug
A pioneering study of Indian comic book culture
Gita, short for Bhagavad Gita, 'the Divine Song', is a philosophical dialogue in the
Mahabharata. The setting is the start of the great war between cousins, the Kauravas and
Pandavas. Arjuna, the Pandava hero, finds himself facing his close kin, elders and teachers.
The thought of piercing them by his arrows deeply disturbs Arjuna. Distraught, he breaks
down, throws away his bow and declares he will not fight. It is Krishna's task to counsel his
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friend about life as well as his duty as a warrior so that he can fight the war with full moral
conviction.
Vishnu, they say, is just one of a powerful threesome, the highest lords of the universe.
However, though Brahma has created the universe and Shiva can destroy it, it is up to the
great god Vishnu to keep all creatures within it well and happy. Always compassionate, he is
also the wisest of the trinity. It is he who good-naturedly sorts out the mess the others create
and above all, Vishnu always favors the good and the pure.
Superbly skilled, speedy and strong, Arjuna boasted that he was the world’s greatest warrior.
But, despite his unquestionable courage, this honourable Pandava prince realised he could not
confront Lord Indra’s power – or even the wiles of a cheeky monkey – without help. He
needed divine weapons, such as the Gandiva bow, with its inexhaustible supply of arrows, and
a special war chariot. Most importantly, he needed the blessings of the gods, especially Lord
Vishnu.
Only Sati could fulfill Shiva's exacting demands. As his companion she could match his ascetic
ways as well as be a loving wife. Unfortunately, her happiness was overshadowed by an
arrogant father. Sati countered Daksha's insensitivity with an immense, ho
He outwitted the Vindhya mountain when, in its pride, it tried to obstruct the natural path of the
sun. He drank all the waters of the ocean to expose the wicked Kalkeyas, who hid there after
challenging the Gods to battle. Agastya is the most well-known among the Saptarshi. His
stories are found not just in the Vedas but are scattered through the Brahmanas and the
Puranas as well. These stories are known not only in India but are also a part of S.E. Asian
mythology.
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Ramayana is the story of Rama, the prince of Ayodhya. Poet Valmiki describes
Rama as a dutiful son, loving brother, devoted husband, fierce warrior and wise
statesman, of pleasant manners and speech. Rama is above all an upholder of
Dharma so it is no wonder that he is hailed as an avatar or incarnation of Lord
Vishnu.
Prahlad drove his monstrous father to a murderous rage. He insisted on praising
Lord Vishnu who was considered a sworn enemy by his father Hiranyakashipu.
When he tried to punish his disobedient son, Hiranyakashipu's potent poisons
turned to nectar while his lethal weapons fell harmlessly away. In this tale of
bloodthirsty revenge, Prahlad's only defence is his devotion which dramatically
puts an end to all evil.
Even the merciless Lord Yama is charmed by Savitri. This gentle, beautiful
princess is admired by gods and kings, the rich and the poor, the young and the
old. But when the shadow of death hangs over her husband she is filled with
courage spurred by her selfless love for him. She strives for a miracle – with
amazing success!
King Suddhodana was at his wit's end. He had surrounded his handsome young
heir with comfort and riches, love and respect, but Prince Siddhartha was still not
content. One night, the prince abandoned his family. Exchanging his royal robes
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for a begging bowl, his luxurious palace for the shade of a tree, Siddhartha lived
the life of an ascetic to seek the ultimate truth about life and suffering. His search
led him to enlightenment and he became Buddha, the Awakened One.
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