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Whether you're writing an argument, a love scene, a powwow among sixth graders or
scientists in a lab, this book demonstrates how to write dialogue that sounds authentic and
original. &break;&break;You'll learn ways to find ideas for literary discussions by tuning in to
what you hear every day. You'll learn to use gestures instead of speech, to insert silences that
are as effective as outbursts, to add shifts in tone, and other strategies for making
conversations more compelling. Nuts and bolts are covered, too - formatting, punctuation,
dialogue tags - everything you need to get your characters talking.
The Merchant of Venice has been performed more often than any other comedy by
Shakespeare. Molly Mahood pays special attention to the expectations of the play's first
audience, and to our modern experience of seeing and hearing the play. In a substantial new
addition to the Introduction, Charles Edelman focuses on the play's sexual politics and recent
scholarship devoted to the position of Jews in Shakespeare's time. He surveys the
international scope and diversity of theatrical interpretations of The Merchant in the 1980s and
1990s and their different ways of tackling the troubling figure of Shylock.
Take your first draft from so-so to sold! You've finished the first draft of your
novel--congratulations! Time to have a drink, sit back...and start revising. But the revision
process doesn't have to be intimidating. Revision and Self-Editing for Publication, Second
Edition gives you the tools and advice you need to transform your first draft into a finished
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manuscript that agents and editors will fight for. Inside you'll find: • Self-editing techniques for
plot, structure, character, theme, voice, and more that can be applied as you're writing to
reduce your revision workload. • Methods for fine-tuning your first draft into a tight, welldeveloped piece of literature. • The Ultimate Revision Checklist, which seamlessly guides you
through the revision process, step by step. • New Chapter! Exercises and techniques for
"deepening" your work to engage and excite readers like never before. Whether you're writing
a novel currently or have finished the first draft, Revision and Self-Editing for Publication,
Second Edition will give you the guidance you need to revise your manuscript into a novel
ready to be sold.
The beloved debut novel about an affluent Indian family forever changed by one fateful day in
1969, from the author of The Ministry of Utmost Happiness NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
• MAN BOOKER PRIZE WINNER Compared favorably to the works of Faulkner and Dickens,
Arundhati Roy’s modern classic is equal parts powerful family saga, forbidden love story, and
piercing political drama. The seven-year-old twins Estha and Rahel see their world shaken
irrevocably by the arrival of their beautiful young cousin, Sophie. It is an event that will lead to
an illicit liaison and tragedies accidental and intentional, exposing “big things [that] lurk unsaid”
in a country drifting dangerously toward unrest. Lush, lyrical, and unnerving, The God of Small
Things is an award-winning landmark that started for its author an esteemed career of fiction
and political commentary that continues unabated.
"Show, don't tell is probably the single most-important piece of advice given to writers. But
many writers struggle to understand this powerful principle or have difficulty applying it to their
own work. Even experienced authors sometimes don't grasp the finer nuances of showing and
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telling. In this book, Sandra Gerth draws on her experience as an editor and best-selling author
to show you how to show and tell you when to tell. Each chapter includes concrete examples
and exercises that will hone your writing skills." - Back Cover
LEARN HOW TO WRITE CONVINCING AND COMPELLING DIALOGUE. Commissioning
editors say good dialogue is one of the first things that make a book stand out from the crowd and similarly, that clunky direct speech is one of the first things that will send a book straight
from the slushpile to the rejections bin. But while many other aspects of writing are pored over
in intense detail, there have been very few books on the art of writing successful dialogue. In
this practical guide for aspiring writers of all levels, Irving Weinman, himself a published writer
and well-known creative writing tutor, uses case studies to help you explore how to write good
dialogue, and gives you a range of fun and challenging exercises that will help you to write
great dialogue. ABOUT THE SERIES The Teach Yourself Creative Writing series helps
aspiring authors tell their story. Covering a range of genres from science fiction and romantic
novels, to illustrated children's books and comedy, this series is packed with advice, exercises
and tips for unlocking creativity and improving your writing. And because we know how
daunting the blank page can be, we set up the Just Write online community at tyjustwrite, for
budding authors and successful writers to connect and share.
Writing advice tends to be full of 'rules' and 'tips' which are either too broad to be helpful or
outright wrong. In On Writing and Worldbuilding, we will discuss specific and applicable ideas
to consider, from effective methods of delivering exposition and foreshadowing, to how
communication, commerce, and control play into the fall of an empire. to On Writing to Part I:
ProloguesPart II: The First ChapterPart III: The Exposition ProblemPart IV: ForeshadowingPart
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V: Villain MotivationPart VI: Hero-Villain RelationshipsPart VII: Final BattlesPart VIII: The
Chosen OnePart IX: Hard Magic Systems Part X: Soft Magic SystemsPart XI: Magic Systems
and Storytelling to On Worldbuilding to Part XII: Polytheistic ReligionsPart XIII: Hidden Magical
Worlds Part XIV: How Empires RisePart XV: How Empires WorkPart XVI: How Empires Fall to
Exclusive Content to Part XVII: How I Plan a Novel
Learn how to utilize dialogue to dramatize conflict, the most effective balance between
dialogue and other story elements, and the difference between effective dialogue and real
speech.
Not your same old boring grammar guide! This book is fun, fast, and focused on writing
amazing fiction. The world of grammar is huge, but fiction writers don't need to know all the
nuances to write well. In fact, some of the rules you were taught in English class will actually
hurt your fiction writing, not help it. "Grammar for Fiction Writers" won't teach you things you
don't need to know. It's all about the grammar that's relevant to you as you write your novels
and short stories. Here's what you'll find inside: Punctuation Basics including the special uses
of dashes and ellipses in fiction, common comma problems, how to format your dialogue, and
untangling possessives and contractions. Knowing What Your Words Mean and What They
Don't including commonly confused words, imaginary words and phrases, how to catch and
strengthen weak words, and using connotation and denotation to add powerful subtext to your
writing. Grammar Rules Every Writer Needs to Know and Follow such as maintaining an active
voice and making the best use of all the tenses for fast-paced writing that feels immediate and
draws the reader in. Special Challenges for Fiction Writers like reversing cause and effect,
characters who are unintentionally doing the impossible, and orphaned dialogue and pronouns.
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Grammar "Rules" You Can Safely Ignore When Writing Fiction Each book in the "Busy Writer's
Guides" series is intended to give you enough theory so that you can understand why things
work and why they don't, but also enough examples to see how that theory looks in practice. In
addition, they provide tips and exercises to help you take it to the pages of your own story with
an editor's-eye view. Most importantly, they cut the fluff so you have more time to write and to
live your life."
Uncover the Secrets to Creating Characters Readers Will Never Forget Award-winning author
K.M. Weiland's previous book, the acclaimed Creating Character Arcs, showed writers how to
identify the five most important types of character arcs and use them to bring your own
characters to life with stunning and powerful realism. Now it's time to put those lessons to use!
Building upon the principles you've already learned, the Creating Character Arcs Workbook
presents a guided approach to choosing the right type of character arc for your story, joining
plot and character into a cohesive and resonant whole, and choosing stories with life-changing
themes. Containing hundreds of incisive questions and imagination-revving exercises, this
valuable resource will show you how to: Write an inspiring Positive Change Arc Create one of
three unforgettable Negative Change Arcs Take full advantage of a heroic Flat Arc Align the
structure of your character arcs with that of your plot Revise a story that has no arc And so
much more! This accessible and streamlined workbook will empower you to create resonant
character arcs-and an outstanding novel. Start writing your best book today!
WRITING A BOOK TO PROMOTE YOU AND YOUR BUSINESS IS FAST AND EASY WHEN
YOU AUTHOR A 100-PAGE BOOK!Inside The 100-Page Book, Mike Capuzzi shares his
smart marketing ideas on how to author a book for customer attraction. Mike specializes in
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helping business owners author and self-publish short business books quickly and
easily.Unlike typical nonfiction, business-focused books that average 200+ pages and take
months to create, Mike's short, helpful books (shooks?) are a welcome relief from the average
bloated book that most readers never finish. A shook is one of the most effective small
business marketing tools you can create. You will love the speed and simplicity of authoring
them, and your readers will love the fact that they can read the entire shook in about an
hour.THIS IS THE POWER OF A SHOOK!If you are searching for help writing a book and
want a practical guide on how to write a business book fast to promote you and your business,
you've found it. Invest an hour and read The 100-Page Book. It's chock-full of helpful and
proven nonfiction book writing tips and makes self-publishing a book a simple strategy to
differentiate your business from the competition.
Dialogue is often overlooked as a necessary and potent instrument in the novelist’s repertoire.
A novel can rise or fall on the strength of its dialogue. Superb dialogue can make a superb
novel. F. Scott Fitzgerald wrote, “Action is character.” George V. Higgins said, “Dialogue is
character.” They were both right, because dialogue is action. It comprises much, if not all, of
the clarifying drama of any novel. How much physical action can there be in 300 pages, even
in a crime novel or a thriller? And all conflict, even physical, begins as dialogue. Hough
explains how dialogue can reveal a character’s nature as well as his or her defining impulses
and emotions. He says there must be tension in every colloquy in fiction, and shows the reader
ways to achieve it. Hough illustrates his precepts with examples from his own work and from
that of the best modern writers of dialogue, including Cormac McCarthy, Kent Haruf, Joan
Didion, Annie Proulx, Lee Smith, Elmore Leonard, George V. Higgins, William Kennedy and
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Howard Frank Mosher. He cites early 20th century writers who refined and advanced dialogue
as an art form: Ernest Hemingway, Ring Lardner, Dorothy Parker, and William Saroyan.
Hough’s novel Seen the Glory: A Novel of the Battle of Gettysburg was praised by Lee Smith
as containing “the best dialogue of the period I have ever read.” Hough on Dialogue will give
writers and aspiring writers a fresh look at one of the essential ingredients of their craft.
Allworth Press, an imprint of Skyhorse Publishing, publishes a broad range of books on the
visual and performing arts, with emphasis on the business of art. Our titles cover subjects such
as graphic design, theater, branding, fine art, photography, interior design, writing, acting, film,
how to start careers, business and legal forms, business practices, and more. While we don't
aspire to publish a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are deeply
committed to quality books that help creative professionals succeed and thrive. We often
publish in areas overlooked by other publishers and welcome the author whose expertise can
help our audience of readers.
What will take your fiction from good to great? From decent to dazzling? From lackluster to
blockbuster? Characters who "jump off the page." Of course plot matters. So does conflict, and
scenes, and every other aspect of the fiction craft. But without unforgettable characters, your
books will always be less than they could be. Don't let that happen. In WRITING
UNFORGETTABLE CHARACTERS you'll learn: -How to lay the foundation for a memorable
character -How to bond the reader with the main character from the start -The super power of
unpredictability -The secrets of grit, wit, and moxie -How to bring your character to life on the
page-How and when to reveal backstory -All about arcs and what they truly mean -The key to
unforgettable villains-How to make minor characters memorable, too -How to create a great
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series character And more, PLUS the powerful exercises James Scott Bell has taught in his
sold-out writing workshops. No more flat stories! Give your readers what will turn them into
career-long fans-characters who jump off the page.
"One of the biggest problem areas for writers is conveying emotion to the reader in a unique,
compelling way. When showing our characters' feelings, we often grab onto the first idea that
comes to mind, and our characters end up smiling, shrugging, nodding, and frowning far too
much. Need some inspiration to get you beyond the basics? Inside The Emotion Thesaurus,
you'll find: emotion entires that list body language, thoughts, and visceral responses for each, a
breakdown of the biggest emotion-related writing problems and how to overcome them, body
language and action cues that address both acute and suppressed forms of emotion,
suggestions for each emotion that cover a range of intensity, from mild to extreme, description
tips on emotion, dialogue, characters, and setting. Now expanded to include 55 new entries"-When it comes to writing books, are you a “plotter” or a “pantser?” Is one method really better
than the other? In this instructional ebook, author Libbie Hawker explains the benefits and
technique of planning a story before you begin to write. She’ll show you how to develop a
foolproof character arc and plot, how to pace any book for a can’t-put-down reading
experience, and how to ensure that your stories are complete and satisfying without wasting
time or words. Hawker’s outlining technique works no matter what genre you write, and no
matter the age of your audience. If you want to improve your writing speed, increase your
backlist, and ensure a quality book before you even write the first word, this is the how-to book
for you. Take off your pants! It’s time to start outlining.
Ramp up the tension and keep your readers hooked! Inside you'll find everything you need to
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know to spice up your story, move your plot forward, and keep your readers turning pages.
Expert thriller author and writing instructor James Scott Bell shows you how to craft scenes,
create characters, and develop storylines that harness conflict and suspense to carry your
story from the first word to the last. Learn from examples of successful novels and movies as
you transform your work from ho-hum to high-tension. • Pack the beginning, middle, and end
of your book with the right amount of conflict. • Tap into the suspenseful power of each
character's inner conflict. • Build conflict into your story's point of view. • Balance subplots,
flashbacks, and backstory to keep your story moving forward. • Maximize the tension in your
characters' dialogue. • Amp up the suspense when you revise. Conflict & Suspense offers
proven techniques that help you craft fiction your readers won't be able to put down.

AN INSTANT #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTELLER Beautiful World, Where Are
You is a new novel by Sally Rooney, the bestselling author of Normal People and
Conversations with Friends. Alice, a novelist, meets Felix, who works in a
warehouse, and asks him if he’d like to travel to Rome with her. In Dublin, her
best friend, Eileen, is getting over a break-up, and slips back into flirting with
Simon, a man she has known since childhood. Alice, Felix, Eileen, and Simon
are still young—but life is catching up with them. They desire each other, they
delude each other, they get together, they break apart. They have sex, they
worry about sex, they worry about their friendships and the world they live in. Are
they standing in the last lighted room before the darkness, bearing witness to
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something? Will they find a way to believe in a beautiful world?
A powerful secret and a fresh approach to writing bestselling fiction! What's the
best way to write a "next level" novel? Some writers start at the beginning and let
the story unfold without a plan. They are called "pantsers," because they write by
the "seat of the pants." Other writers plan and outline and know the ending before
they start. These are the "plotters." The two sides never seem to agree with each
other on the best approach. But what if it's not the beginning or the end that is the
key to a successful book? What if, amazing as it may seem, the place to begin
writing your novel is in the very middle of the story? According to #1 bestselling
writing teacher James Scott Bell, that's exactly where you'll find your story's heart
and heat. Bell's "Mirror Moment" is the secret, and its power is available to any
writer, at any stage of the writing process. Bringing together years of craft study
and personal discovery, Bell presents a truly unique approach to writing a novel,
one that will stand the test of time and serve you all your writing life. "I need three
things before I tackle a new novel: Diet Coke, a laptop, and my dog-eared copies
of James Scott Bell's books on writing craft!"- Kami Garcia, #1 NYT Times &
International Bestselling author
The Idea is a manual for conquering the most important part of the screenwriting
or fiction writing process — the first part. Most writers rush too quickly through
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choosing a story idea, so they can dive into writing it. And it’s the biggest reason
most projects don’t move forward in the marketplace: producers and editors are
underwhelmed by the central concept. Multiple Emmy- and Golden Globewinning screenwriter/producer Erik Bork (HBO’s Band of Brothers) explains the
seven key ingredients in stories that have a chance of selling and reaching a
wide audience – in any genre or medium.
Learn how to transform your passion for writing into a career. New York Times
best-selling author Jennifer Probst reveals her pathway to success, from
struggling as a new writer to signing a seven-figure deal. Write Naked
intermingles personal essays on craft with down-to-earth advice on writing
romance in the digital age. Probst will teach you how to: • Commit to your current
work-in-progress, get focused, and complete it on schedule • Reveal raw
emotions and thoughts on the page to hook your readers • Assemble a street
team to promote and celebrate your books • Overcome writer's block with ease •
Develop themes that tie together your books and series • Write the most difficult
elements of romance--including sex scenes--with skill and style Regardless of the
genre, every novelist faces a difficult task. Creating authentic characters and an
engaging plot are challenging enough. But attempting to break into the hotterthan-ever romance genre, which is constantly flooded with new titles and fresh
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faces? It can feel impossible. This is where Probst's Write Naked comes in. To
survive--and thrive--you need the help and wisdom of an expert. Written in
Probst's unmistakable and honest voice, Write Naked is filled with the lessons
and craft advice every writer needs in order to carve out a rewarding career.
Hundreds of books have been written on the art of writing. Here at last is a book
by two professional editors to teach writers the techniques of the editing trade
that turn promising manuscripts into published novels and short stories. In this
completely revised and updated second edition, Renni Browne and Dave King
teach you, the writer, how to apply the editing techniques they have developed to
your own work. Chapters on dialogue, exposition, point of view, interior
monologue, and other techniques take you through the same processes an
expert editor would go through to perfect your manuscript. Each point is
illustrated with examples, many drawn from the hundreds of books Browne and
King have edited.
Your future as a writer is in your hands. Whether you are a newcomer or an
accomplished professional, a novelist, story writer, or a writer of nonfiction, you
will find this book a wealth of immediately useful guidance not available
anywhere else. As Sol Stein, renowned editor, author, and instructor, explains,
"This is not a book of theory. It is a book of useable solutions-- how to fix writing
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that is flawed, how to improve writing that is good, how to create interesting
writing in the first place." You will find one of the great unspoken secrets of
craftsmanship in Chapter 5, called "Markers: The Key to Swift Characterization."
In Chapter 7, Stein reveals for he first time in print the wonderful system for
creating instant conflict developed in the Playwrights Group of the Actors Studio,
of which he was a founder. In "Secrets of Good Dialogue," the premier teacher of
dialogue gives you the instantly useable techniques that not only make verbal
exchanges exciting but that move the story forward immediately. You won't need
to struggle with flashbacks or background material after you've read Chapter 14,
which shows you how to bring background into the foreground. Writers of both
fiction and nonfiction will relish the amphetamines for speeding up pace, and the
many ways to liposuction flab, as well as how to tap originality and recognize
what successful titles have in common. You'll discover literary values that
enhance writing, providing depth and resonance. You'll bless the day you read
Chapters 32 and 33 and discover why revising by starting at page one can be a
serious mistake, and how to revise without growing cold on your manuscript. In
the pages of this book, nonfiction writers will find a passport to the new revolution
in journalism and a guide to using the techniques of fiction to enhance nonfiction.
Fresh, useful, informative, and fun to read and reread, Stein on Writing is a book
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you will mark up, dog-ear, and cherish.
Do you want to write fast-paced, exciting, sizzling dialogue? This book reveals
professional dialogue technique to characterise the speaker, carry the plot
forward and entertain your readers. This is not a beginner's guide. It assumes
that you have mastered the basics of fiction writing, and don't need an
explanation of what dialogue is and why it matters for your story. But your
dialogue isn't yet as strong as your story deserves. Perhaps it drags, perhaps the
characters all sound the same, and perhaps it lacks tension, wit or sparkle. This
book offers you a toolbox filled with techniques. These are not 'rules' every writer
must follow, but tricks you can try. Pick, mix and match them to suit your
characters and your story. Some of these tools work for all kinds of dialogue,
others solve specific problems-how to create male and female voices, how to
present foreign languages and accents, how to present historical dialogue and
flirtatious banter, how to write dialogue for alpha characters, for children and for
liars. If you like you can use this book as an advanced dialogue writing course,
working your way through each chapter, doing the exercises in the chapter and
the assignments at the end of each chapter. Or you can simply read the whole
book to get a feel for what's in it, then choose the techniques you want to study
and apply for the chapter you want to write or revise. (British English grammar
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and spelling.)
Discover The Story Equation! One question can unlock your entire story! Are you
struggling to build a riveting plot? Layered characters? How about fortify that
saggy middle? Create that powerful ending? You can build an entire book by
asking one powerful question, and then plugging it into an "equation" that makes
your plot and characters come to life. You'll learn how to build the external and
internal journey of your characters, create a theme, build story and scene
tension, create the character change journey and even pitch and market your
story. All with one amazing question. Learn: The amazing trick to creating
unforgettable, compelling characters that epic movies use! How to create riveting
tension to keep the story driving from chapter to chapter The easy solution to
plotting the middle of your novel The one element every story needs to keep a
reader up all night How to craft an ending that makes your reader say to their
friends, "Oh, you have to read this book!" Using the powerful technique that has
created over fifty RITA, Christy and Carol award-winning, best-selling novels,
Susan May Warren will show novelists how to utilize The Story Equation to
create the best story they've ever written. "The Story Equation is pure genius." Randy Ingermanson, author of Writing Fiction for Dummies "In simple yet
powerful terms, Susan May Warren lays down the essential crafting elements
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that make for a gripping tale. This is the stuff we all need to first learn and then
constantly keep in mind as we dive into the process of laying the story we see in
our minds down on the page. A great benefit to all writers of fiction." Ted Dekker,
New York Times best-selling author "There have been only two must-have craft
books on my shelf for years. Now there is a third. If you write fiction, Susan May
Warren's The Story Equation is a book you need to buy. And devour. I could talk
in detail about the book's insight, its power to transform your writing, its brilliance,
but suffice it to say I predict this will become a classic in the library of how to write
bestselling stories." James L. Rubart- Bestselling author of The Long Journey to
Jake Palmer. "Susan May Warren loves to help novelists outrageously succeed.
She does this in a practical way through her insightful book, The Story Equation. I
felt like I'd been taken by the hand and mentored by a masterful storyteller!" Mary
DeMuth, author of six novels including, The Muir House (Zondervan). "Susan
May Warren is a terrific teacher and enabler of fiction writers. I wholeheartedly
agree with the approach of starting from the character journey and wrapping the
plot around it. I think the SEQ can really help lots of authors." Jeff Gerke, national
writing instructor and Writer's Digest author of The Irresistible Novel "Every
novelist who wants to up their game should own a copy of The Story Equation.
Susan May Warren has distilled down years of teaching to an understandable,
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transferable technique - the SEQ - that helps them develop stories that will
captivate their readers. I've seen Susie teach this method and watched the
"before" and "after" affect in writers' lives - including my own." Beth K. Vogt, 2016
Christy Award-winning author of Crazy Little Thing Called Love
A Magical Key to Unlock Your Creative Wizard Are you writing a novel, but having
trouble getting your first draft written? You've heard of “outlining,” but that sounds too
rigid for you. You've heard of “organic writing,” but that seems a bit squishy to you.
Take a look at the wildly popular Snowflake Method—ten battle-tested steps that jumpstart your creativity and help you quickly map out your story. All around the world,
novelists are using the Snowflake Method right now to ignite their imaginations and get
their first drafts down. In this book, you'll follow the story of a fictitious novelist as she
learns to tap into the amazing power of the Snowflake Method. Almost magically, she
finds her story growing from a simple idea into a deep and powerful novel. And she
finds her novel changing her—into a stronger, more courageous person. Zany, Over the
Top, and Just Plain Fun How to Write a Novel Using the Snowflake Method is a
“business parable”—a how-to guide written in story form. It's zany. It's over the top. It's
just plain fun. It shows you how it's done, rather than tells you. You'll learn by example
how to grow your story idea into a sizzling first draft. You'll discover: How to define your
“target audience” the right way, so you know exactly how your ideal readers think and
feel. Forget what the experts tell you about “demographics.” How to create a dynamite
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selling tool that will instantly tell people whether they'll love your story or hate it. And
you want them to love it or hate it. How to get inside the skin of each of your
characters—even your villain. Especially your villain. How to find a deep, emotively
powerful theme for your story. Do you know the best point in your novel to unveil your
theme? How to know when to backtrack, and why backtracking is essential to writing
great fiction. How to fire-test each scene to ensure it's high-impact—before you write it.
ExcerptGoldilocks had always wanted to write a novel. She learned to read before she
went to kindergarten. In grade school, she always had her nose in a book. In junior
high, the other kids thought she was weird, because she actually liked reading those
dusty old novels in literature class. All through high school, Goldilocks dreamed of
writing a book of her own someday. But when she went to college, her parents
persuaded her to study something practical. Goldilocks hated practical, and secretly
she kept reading novels. But she was a very obedient girl, so she did what her parents
told her. She got a very practical degree in marketing. After college, she got a job that
bored her to tears—but at least it was practical. Then she got married, and within a few
years, she had two children, a girl and then a boy. She quit her job to devote full time to
them. As the children grew, Goldilocks took great joy in introducing them to the stories
she had loved as a child. When her son went off to kindergarten, Goldilocks thought
about looking for a job. But her resume now had a seven-year hole in it, and her
practical skills were long out of date. The only jobs Goldilocks could qualify for were
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minimum wage. She suddenly realized that being practical had made her horribly
unhappy. On a whim, Goldilocks decided to do the one thing she had always wanted
more than anything else—she was finally going to write a novel. She didn't care if it was
impractical. She didn't care if nobody would ever read her novel. She was going to do it
just because she wanted to. For the first time in years, she was going to do something
just for herself. And nobody was going to stop her.
MAN BOOKER PRIZE FINALIST • The first novel in Ali Smith’s Seasonal Quartet is an
unforgettable story about aging and time and love—and stories themselves. Autumn.
Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness. Two old friends—Daniel, a centenarian, and
Elisabeth, born in 1984—look to both the future and the past as the United Kingdom
stands divided by a historic, once-in-a-generation summer. Love is won, love is lost.
Hope is hand-in-hand with hopelessness. The seasons roll round, as ever. A luminous
meditation on the meaning of richness and harvest and worth, Autumn is the first
installment of Ali Smith’s Seasonal Quartet, and it casts an eye over our own time:
Who are we? What are we made of? Shakespearean jeu d’esprit, Keatsian
melancholy, the sheer bright energy of 1960s pop art. Autumn is wide-ranging in timescale and light-footed through histories.
Type Hard. Type Fast. Make Dough. That was the formula of old-school pulp fiction-plotdriven, popular and gobbled up by a reading public hungry for more. And it produced
many writers who hammered out a living selling "cash-and-carry" stories and novels.
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Some of these writers were among the best America has ever produced. Writers like
Raymond Chandler, Dashiell Hammett and John D. MacDonald. Others are numbered
among the bestselling authors of all time, including Erle Stanley Gardner, Lester Dent,
and Frederick Faust (better known by his pen name, Max Brand). What were the
secrets of these successful pulp writers? And how can any writer, of any genre, use
them to produce fiction that sells? How to Write Pulp Fiction will teach you: - how to be
more prolific - the secrets of pulp plotting - how to elevate your pulp prose - the fiction
"formulas" of some of the best pulp writers of all time - the bestselling genres - how to
harness the power of the series character - the most effective publishing strategies how to market your pulp fiction Added bonus! The Start-A-Plot Machine, a
brainstorming partner that will help you instantly generate a story or novel idea. You'll
never again wonder what to write next. There has never been a better time to be a
writer. By tapping into the vibe of the pulp writers of old, and making use of the tools of
publication available now, any hard-working writer has a serious shot at realizing steady
income from their fiction. "James Scott Bell is my go-to writing guru!" - Terri Blackstock,
New York Times bestselling writer
Revealing the secrets of successful authorship - plot, characterization and dialogue this guide contains everything the aspiring author needs to get started. It explains how
to build short stories and novels that don't fizzle out, how to invent characters and how
to revise drafts.
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Write authentic dialogue that invigorates your story! Exceptional dialogue isn't just
important when writing fiction--it's essential. In order to impress an agent or editor and
keep readers turning pages, you need to deliver truly standout dialogue in every scene.
Crafting Dynamic Dialogue will give you the techniques and examples you need to
impress your readers. This book is a comprehensive guide to writing compelling
dialogue that rings true. Each section is packed with advice and instruction from bestselling authors and instructors like Nancy Kress, Elizabeth Sims, Steven James,
Deborah Halverson, James Scott Bell, Donald Maass, Cheryl St. John, and many
others. They'll show you how to: • Bend the rules to create a specific effect •
Understand the role of dialogue in reader engagement • Use dialect and jargon
effectively • Give every character a believable, unique voice • Set the pace and tone •
Reveal specific character background details • Generate tension and suspense •
Utilize internal dialogue Whether you're writing flash fiction, a short story, or a novellength manuscript, Crafting Dynamic Dialogue will help you develop, write, and refine
dialogue to keep your readers hooked.
Now, learn the master key for writing great short stories, and the strategies for using
them to advance your writing career As most writers will tell you, the hardest fiction
form to master is the short story. To be successful, a short story needs to have
"emotional wallop," and in under 7,000 words. Not easy to do. In this book, #1
bestselling writing teacher James Scott Bell explains the essential ingredient for a
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successful short story, no matter the genre. He shows how any writer-whether planner
or "pantser"-can use this key to unlock infinite story possibilities. And turn readers into
fans. Which is part of the strategy for short story writing today. With the coming of the
digital revolution in publishing, short fiction presents possibilities beyond a one-time
sale to a literary journal. Writers can use stories to increase discoverability, grow as a
writer, generate some side income, and get back in touch with the sheer joy of writing.
This book uses examples from the best stories by undisputed masters of the craft,
including Ernest Hemingway, Raymond Carver, John O'Hara, John Cheever, Stephen
King and Irwin Shaw. In addition, five complete stories are included to show you the
master key in action. Once you've been through this book, even once, you'll be well on
your way to crafting short stories that readers love-which will build your fan base and
boost your long-term writing career.
Story loves structure...and so do readers! Super Structure represents over two decades
of research on what makes a novel or screenplay entertaining, commercial, original,
and irresistible. Contrary to what some may think, structure is not a nasty inhibitor of
creativity. Quite the opposite. Properly understood and utilized, structure is what
translates story into a form readers are wired to receive it. And it is only when readers
truly connect with your story that they turn from casual readers into fans. The material
in this book greatly expands upon the chapter on structure in Write Your Novel From
the Middle. Super Structure can be considered a companion to that book, but it also
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stands alone in its treatment of the elements of a solid and pleasing plot. Here's more
good news: Super Structure will work for any type of writer--those who like to outline,
those who just fly by "the seat of the pants," and those who do a little of both. That's
because Super Structure stresses the concept of "signpost scenes." There are fourteen
signpost scenes, or beats, that can be used to create an entire plot, the skeleton of an
idea, or a map to help you figure out what to write next. Every signpost is given its own
chapter and explanation, along with a section called "Helpful Hints for Plotters and
Pantsers," showing you how to apply what you've learned and adapt it to your own style
of writing. Never write a weak novel or screenplay again. Super Structure is a proven
foundation that never fails. It frees you to add your original voice and vision, all of which
adds up to bestselling fiction and hit screenplays. "I need three things before I tackle a
new novel: Diet Coke, a laptop, and my dog-eared copies of James Scott Bell's books
on writing craft!"- Kami Garcia, #1 NY Times & International Bestselling author
The long-awaited follow-up to the perennially bestselling writers' guide Story, from the
most sought-after expert in the art of storytelling. Robert McKee's popular writing
workshops have earned him an international reputation. The list of alumni with Oscars
runs off the page. The cornerstone of his program is his singular book, Story, which has
defined how we talk about the art of story creation. Now, in DIALOGUE, McKee offers
the same in-depth analysis for how characters speak on the screen, on the stage, and
on the page in believable and engaging ways. From Macbeth to Breaking Bad, McKee
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deconstructs key scenes to illustrate the strategies and techniques of dialogue.
DIALOGUE applies a framework of incisive thinking to instruct the prospective writer on
how to craft artful, impactful speech. Famous McKee alumni include Peter Jackson,
Jane Campion, Geoffrey Rush, Paul Haggis, the writing team for Pixar, and many
others.

If you want to write a children's book, then get "How to Write a Children's Book"
by a person with real life experience and knowledge in this topic. If you have ever
wanted to write a true children’s classic, then you must dive into a child’s mind
to see what makes them tick. Within the pages of this guide, all your questions
will be expertly answered in a way that is simple and easy to read. Follow along
and discover how a children’s story is written—from finding out what a child
prefers to read to getting the most from your marketing efforts. Every aspect,
from beginning to end, is covered within the pages of this guide. Understand why
some children’s books, such as a Dr. Seuss classic, succeed while other,
seemingly well written children’s books fail. Within this guide, you will understand
what components of a story make up a children’s story and how to keep the child
interested in reading your book. The guide does not stop there. After you have a
quality book written, follow the steps to bring your book to market and have
children reading it from every corner of the globe. You can have the best book
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ever written, but if nobody knows about it, it will go unread. Avoid the pitfalls of
many writers and follow these steps. Children’s book author, Rusty W. Baker
and his series of children’s books have, successfully done every step that he
references in this guide. Take it from someone that has already been there. You
need this guide. About the Expert Rusty W. Baker has several short children’s
stories to his credit. His most notable of children’s stories is the “Peter
Porcupine” series. He wrote his first story when he was just a child in the 2nd
grade of elementary school, about an alien encounter and employed his older
brother to illustrate the short story for him. He is a father of 7 children, 3
grandchildren and an Uncle to 28 children. His dive into the psychological aspect
of any age range of children far surpasses his years. In this guide, you will be
able to tap into his experiences with what children like and what they will read.
He has successfully written, illustrated, published, marketed, and sold all of his
short stories through various online bookstores and is currently working on a
contract with a major publisher (name withheld by request). HowExpert publishes
quick 'how to' guides on all topics from A to Z by everyday experts.
Craft an Engaging Plot How does plot influence story structure? What's the
difference between plotting for commercial and literary fiction? How do you revise
a plot or structure that's gone off course? With Write Great Fiction: Plot &
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Structure, you'll discover the answers to these questions and more. Awardwinning author James Scott Bell offers clear, concise information that will help
you create a believable and memorable plot, including: • Techniques for crafting
strong beginnings, middles, and ends • Easy-to-understand plotting diagrams
and charts • Brainstorming techniques for original plot ideas • Thought-provoking
exercises at the end of each chapter • Story structure models and methods for all
genres • Tips and tools for correcting common plot problems Filled with plot
examples from popular novels, comprehensive checklists, and practical hands-on
guidance, Write Great Fiction: Plot & Structure gives you the skills you need to
approach plot and structure like an experienced pro.
Unlike the chitchat of everyday life, dialogue in stories must express character,
advance the story, suggest a theme, and include a few memorable lines that
audiences will be quoting for decades to come.The best stories have dialogue
that sparkles, but it's easy for inexperienced writers to fall into common pitfalls
like creating dialogue that's wooden or too on the nose. Other writers end up with
exposition awkwardly inserted into conversations, actors tripping over unnatural
phrases, or characters who all speak exactly the same way. In You Talkin' to
Me?, Linda Seger and John Winston Rainey are here to help with all your
dialogue problems. In each chapter, they explore dialogue from a different angle
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and discuss examples of great dialogue from films and novels. To cap it all off,
each chapter ends with examples of poor dialogue, which are annotated by Linda
and then rewritten by John, so readers don't just learn how to recognize when it's
done well--they also learn how to make dialogue better. Whether you're writing
fiction or nonfiction, for the screen or for the page, this book will get your
characters talking.
There is one sure-fire way of improving your novel "fast." . . You may know the
fundamentals of how to write fiction. You may be more than competent in plot,
structure and characters. But if your dialogue is dull it will drag the whole story
down. On the other hand, if your dialogue is crisp and full of tension it
"immediately" grabs the reader. And if that reader is an agent or editor, sharp
dialogue will give them instant assurance that you know what you're doing as a
writer. Writing a bestseller or hot screenplay is no easy task, but dazzling
dialogue is an absolute essential if you want to get there. The best part is, the
skills of the dialogue craft are easy to understand and put into practice. #1
bestselling writing coach James Scott Bell has put together and expanded upon
the dialogue lectures from his popular writing seminars. In "How to Write Dazzling
Dialogue" you'll learn: What fictional dialogue is ... and isn't The 11 secrets of
crafting memorable dialogue The 5 essential tasks of dialogue 5 ways to improve
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your dialogue ear 4 can't-miss methods to increase conflict and tension in any
dialogue exchange The top 10 dialogue issues, and how to resolve them You'll
also see dazzling dialogue in action with examples from hit novels and
screenplays. Don't sabotage your chances of selling your work to readers or
publishers because the dialogue is unexceptional. Dazzle them with what the
characters say. "How to Write Dazzling Dialogue" will give you the tools to do it.
WHAT IS THE STORY GRID? The Story Grid is a tool developed by editor
Shawn Coyne to analyze stories and provide helpful editorial comments. It's like
a CT Scan that takes a photo of the global story and tells the editor or writer what
is working, what is not, and what must be done to make what works better and fix
what's not. The Story Grid breaks down the component parts of stories to identify
the problems. And finding the problems in a story is almost as difficult as the
writing of the story itself (maybe even more difficult). The Story Grid is a tool with
many applications: 1. It will tell a writer if a Story ?works? or ?doesn't work. 2. It
pinpoints story problems but does not emotionally abuse the writer, revealing
exactly where a Story (not the person creating the Story'the Story) has failed. 3. It
will tell the writer the specific work necessary to fix that Story's problems. 4. It is a
tool to re-envision and resuscitate a seemingly irredeemable pile of paper stuck
in an attic drawer. 5. It is a tool that can inspire an original creation.
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Strategies and Tactics for the Master Novelist Successfully starting and finishing
a publishable novel is often like fighting a series of battles. You not only have to
work hard to shape memorable characters, develop gripping plots, and craft
dazzling dialogue, but you also have to fight against self-doubts and fears. And
then there's the challenge of learning to navigate the ever-changing publishing
industry. That's why best-selling novelist James Scott Bell, author of the Write
Great Fiction staples Plot & Structure and Revision & Self-Editing, came up with
the ultimate novel-writing battle plan: The Art of War for Writers. You'll find tactics
and strategies for idea generation and development, character building, plotting,
drafting, querying and submitting, dealing with rejection, coping with unrealistic
expectations, and much more. With timeless, innovative, and concise writing
reflections and techniques, The Art of War for Writers is your roadmap to victory.
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