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The Syrian refugee crisis, which began in 2011, is one of
the most pressing disasters in the world today, with its
effects reverberating around the globe. By the end of
2015, more than 7.6 million of the country’s people had
been internally displaced and 4.3 million were registered
refugees. The number of internally displaced persons
and refugees amounts to about half of Syria’s precrisis
population. Thousands have died while trying to reach
safety. Due to the large humanitarian response, there is
now a wealth of available information on refugees’
income and expenses, food and nutrition, health,
education, employment, vulnerability, housing, and other
measures of well-being. These data have been little
explored, as humanitarian organizations face daily
challenges that make the full use of existing data very
difficult. The Welfare of Syrian Refugees: Evidence from
Jordan and Lebanon aims to assess the poverty and
vulnerability of these refugees and evaluate existing and
alternative policies designed to help them. The authors
find that current policies, including cash transfers and
food vouchers, are effective in reducing poverty, but fail
to lead to— nor are they designed to yield—economic
inclusion and self-reliance. Those goals would require a
different humanitarian and development paradigm, one
that focuses on growth policies for areas affected by
refugees where the target population has a mix of
refugees and hosting populations. This volume is the
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result of the first comprehensive collaboration between
the World Bank Group and the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and aims to better
understand and ultimately improve the well-being of
Syrian refugees living in Jordan and Lebanon.
A brilliant history of the land into which more historical
and cultural events were croweded than perhaps into
any area of equal size. For Syria has either invented or
transmitted to mankind such benefits as monotheistic
religion, philosophy, law, trade, agriculture, and our
allphabet.
Cyrus Schayegh’s socio-spatial history traces how a
Eurocentric world economy and European imperialism
molded the Middle East from the mid-nineteenth to midtwentieth century. Building on this case, he shows that
the making of the modern world is best seen as the
reciprocal transformation of cities, regions, states, and
global networks.
While for many years scholars and journalists have
focused on the more obvious manifestations of political
life in the Middle East, one major theme has been
consistently neglected. This is Pan-Syrian
nationalism--the dream of creating a Greater Syria out of
an area now governed by Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Jordan,
and Turkey. Though not nearly as well known as Arab or
Palestinian nationalism and hardly studied in depth, PanSyrianism has had a profound effect on Middle Eastern
politics since the end of World War I. In Greater Syria,
the noted Middle East scholar Daniel Pipes provides the
first comprehensive account of this intriguing, important,
and little understood ideology.
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First, a colonial welfare state emerged by World War II
that recognized social rights of citizens to health,
education, and labor protection.
The increasingly vibrant political culture emerging in
Lebanon and Syria in the 1930s and early 1940s is key
to the understanding of local approaches towards the
Nazi German regime. For many contemporary observers
in Beirut and Damascus, Nazism not only posed a risk to
Europe, but threatened to take root in Arab societies as
well. In the first publication to reconstruct Lebanese and
Syrian encounters with Nazism in the context of an
evolving local political culture and to base its analysis on
a comprehensive review of Arab, French and German
sources, Götz Nordbruch examines the reactions to the
rise of Nazism in the countries under French mandate,
spanning from fascination and endorsement to the
creation of antifascist networks. Against a background of
public discourses, local politics and the shifting regional
and international settings, this book interprets public
assessments of and contact with the Nazi regime as part
of an intellectual quest for orientation in the years
between the break-up of the Ottoman Empire and
national independence.
A detailed history of Syria, Lebanon and Palestine from
the earliest times till the 20th century.
“A fluent introduction to Syria’s recent past, this book
provides the backstory to the country’s collapse into
brutal civil conflict” (Andrew Arsan, author of Lebanon: A
Country in Fragments). The fall of Syria into civil war
over the past two years has spawned a regional crisis
with reverberations growing louder in each passing
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month. In this timely account, John McHugo seeks to
contextualize the headlines, providing broad historical
perspective and a richly layered analysis of a country few
in the United States know or understand. McHugo charts
the history of Syria from World War I to the tumultuous
present, examining the country’s thwarted attempts at
independence, the French policies that sowed the seeds
of internal strife, and the fragility of its foundations as a
nation. He then turns to more recent events: religious
and sectarian tensions that have divided Syria, the
pressures of the Cold War and the Arab-Israeli conflict,
and two generations of rule by the Assads. The result is
a fresh and rigorous narrative that explains both the
creation and unraveling of the current regime and the
roots of the broader Middle East conflict. As the Syrian
civil war threatens to draw the US military once again
into the Middle East, here is a rare and authoritative
guide to a complex nation that demands our attention.
“Scholarly but accessible and of much interest to those
with an eye on geopolitical matters.” —Kirkus Reviews
“Useful as a concise overview of independent Syria’s
most important movements and personalities, McHugo’s
book gives readers the basic background necessary to
understand the country.” —Publishers Weekly
A free ebook version of this title is available through
Luminos, University of California Press’s Open Access
publishing program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn
more. When Nafir Suriyya—“The Clarion of Syria”—was
penned between September 1860 and April 1861, its
author Butrus al-Bustani, a major figure in the modern
Arabic Renaissance, had witnessed his homeland
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undergo unprecedented violence in what many today
consider Lebanon’s first civil war. Written during
Ottoman and European investigations into the causes
and culprits of the atrocities, The Clarion of Syria is both
a commentary on the politics of state intervention and
social upheaval, and a set of visions for the future of
Syrian society in the wake of conflict. This translation
makes a key historical document accessible for the first
time to an English audience. An introduction by the
translators sketches the history that led up to the civil
strife in Mt. Lebanon, outlines a brief biography of Butrus
al-Bustani, and provides an authoritative overview of the
literary style and historiography of Nafir Suriyya.
Rereading these pamphlets in the context of today’s
political violence, in war-torn Syria and elsewhere in the
Arab world, helps us gain a critical and historical
perspective on sectarianism, foreign invasions, conflict
resolution, Western interventionism, and nationalist
tropes of reconciliation.
This text traces the social and political development of
Syria and Lebanon from the disintegration of the
Ottoman Empire to the present day. Written by a number
of specialists and scholars, it offers a comparative study
by means of concentration on major turning-points in the
modern history of both countries. The book opens with
the foundation of the first modern Arab government in
1919 and ends with an analysis of the Syrian-Lebanese
co-operation treaty. Based on new research data and
offering original approaches, the book should be a useful
addition to literature on both Lebanon and Syria.
This authentic collection of foods includes a historical Journey
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to Syria, Health benefits, Useful phrases used in every day
life of Middle Eastern people, Foods and Traditions of the
Orthodox Catholic Church, and an introduction to teh land of
bible history, its mores and people. Helen Corey's enthusiasm
for Syrian cooking stems from her Middle Eastern heritage her mother and father being native of Erna and Ein-el-Shara,
suburbs of Damascus. Well know for her many presentations
and cooking classes throughout the country, her passion for
her heritage is evident at the many parties she hosts and at
her cooking classes. She has a great concern and interest in
promoting friendly relations between Americans and people of
foreign lands. This has been generated by her breaking bread
in the true sense of Middle Eastern hospitality with anyone
who visits her home.
This third edition of the Historical Dictionary of Syria covers
the recent events in Syria as well as the history that led up to
these events. This is done through a chronology, an
introductory essay, and an extensive bibliography. The crossreferenced dictionary section has over 500 entries on
significant persons, places and events, political parties and
institutions, literature, music and the arts. This book is an
excellent resource for students, researchers, and anyone
wanting to know more about Syria.
The Syrian Social Nationalist Party devoted itself to reviving
and unifying the Syrian nation and establishing this nation’s
complete independence over its historical homeland, Greater
Syria. It continues its struggle today, influencing and shaping
Lebanese and Syrian society and politics. Yet, the party
remains largely unknown and misunderstood, a condition that
stems from the lack of any comprehensive study of it. This
book fills this gap. Syrian nationalism and nationalist
movements, generally speaking, have been largely neglected
and ignored by historians, scholars, and observers of the
Middle East. So, too, has the SSNP. The lack of detailed and
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nuanced analyses has left significant gaps in the party’s rich
history unaddressed and enabled the perpetuation of
inaccuracies and misperceptions regarding its past. Given
this and the party’s ongoing relevance in Lebanon and Syria,
a thorough examination of the early history of the SSNP, the
political organization and movement that embodied Syrian
nationalism’s most explicit, most cogent expression is even
more necessary. Based on an extensive and thorough
examination of Arabic, French, and English primary sources,
the monograph is the first comprehensive, systematic history
of the SSNP to date, detailing its struggle to fulfill its
nationalist vision and establish a secular, independent state
in Greater Syria through a thorough analysis of its formation,
evolution, and political activities in Lebanon and Syria.
The Syrian Social Nationalist Party (SSNP) is one of the most
enigmatic and active political forces in the Middle East. For
observers in the West, the SSNP is regarded as a far-right
organization, subservient to the Baathist government of
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, which dictates its activities
from Damascus. However, the SSNP's complicated history
and its ideology of Pan-Syrianism has meant the party has
been overlooked and forgotten by the daily output of news,
analysis, studies and policy recommendations. Very little
academic scholarship has been dedicated to understanding
its origins, identity, and influence. Addressing the need for
scholarship on the SSNP, this book is a political history from
the party's foundation in 1932 to today. A comprehensive and
objective study on the little known nationalist group, the
author uses interviews from current members to gain insights
into its everyday activities, goals, social interstices and
nuances. Given the SSNP's history of violence, their own
persecution, influence on other secular parties in the region,
and their impact in Syria and Lebanon's politics, the book's
analysis sheds light on the party's status in Lebanon and its
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potential role in a future post-war Syria. The SSNP is gaining
popularity among regime supporters in Syria and will be one
part of understanding the political developments on the
ground. This book is essential reading for those wanting to
understand the SSNP, its motives, and prospects.
This is the updated edition of the first comprehensive history
of Lebanon in the modern period. Written by a leading
Lebanese scholar, and based on previously inaccessible
archives, it is a fascinating and beautifully-written account of
one of the world's most fabled countries.Starting with the
formation of Ottoman Lebanon in the 16th century, Traboulsi
covers the growth of Beirut as a capital for trade and culture
through the 19th century. The main part of the book
concentrates on Lebanon's development in the 20th century
and the conflicts that led up to the major wars in the 1970s
and 1980s. This edition contains a new chapter and updates
throughout the text.This is a rich history of Lebanon that
brings to life its politics, its people, and the crucial role that it
has always played in world affairs.

Throughout the turbulent history of the Levant the 'Alawis
- a secretive, resilient and ancient Muslim sect - have
aroused suspicion and animosity, including accusations
of religious heresy. More recently they have been tarred
with the brush of political separatism and complicity in
the excesses of the Assad regime, claims that have
gained greater traction since the onset of the Syrian
uprising and subsequent devastating civil war. The
contributors to this book provide a complex and nuanced
reading of Syria's 'Alawi communities -from loyalist
gangs (Shabiha) to outspoken critics of the regime.
Drawing upon wide-ranging research that examines the
historic, political and social dynamics of the 'Alawi and
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the Syrian state, the current tensions are scrutinised and
fresh insights offered. Among the themes addressed are
religious practice, social identities, and relations to the
Ba'ath party, the Syrian state and the military apparatus.
The analysis also extends to Lebanon with a focus on
the embattled 'Alawi community of Jabal Mohsen in
Tripoli and state relations with Hizballah amid the current
crisis.
Syria (which in its historical wider sense includes modern
Syria, Lebanon, Israel/Palestine and Jordan) has always
been at the centre of events of world importance. It was
in this region that pastoral-stock rearing, settled
agriculture and alphabetic writing were invented (and the
dog domesticated). From Syria, Phoenician explorers set
out to explore the whole Mediterranean region and sailed
round Africa 2,000 years before Vasco de Gama. These
are achievements enough but the succeeding centuries
offer a rich tapestry of turbulent change, a cycle of
repeated conquest, unification, rebellion and division.
John D Grainger gives a sweeping overview (though
replete with telling details) of the making of this historical
region. From the end of the ice age through the
procession of Assyrian, Phoenician, Persian, Greek,
Roman, Arab, Turkish, French and British attempts to
dominate this area, the key events and influences are
clearly explained and analysed. The events playing out
on our TV screens over recent years are put in the
context of 12,000 years of history.
*Includes pictures *Includes a bibliography for further
reading The United Nations is one of the most famous
bodies in the world, and its predecessor, the League of
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Nations, might be equally notorious. In fact, President
Woodrow Wilson's pet project was controversial from
nearly the minute it was conceived. At the end of World
War I, Wilson's pleas at the Paris Peace Conference
relied on his Fourteen Points, which included the
establishment of a League of Nations, but while his
points were mostly popular amongst Americans and
Europeans alike, leaders at the Peace Conference
largely discarded them and favored different approaches.
British leaders saw their singular aim as the maintenance
of British colonial possessions. France, meanwhile, only
wanted to ensure that Germany was weakened and
unable to wage war again, and it too had colonial
interests abroad that it hoped to maintain. Britain and
France thus saw eye-to-eye, with both wanting a weaker
Germany and both wanting to maintain their colonies.
Although the League of Nations was short-lived and
clearly failed in its primary mission, it did essentially
spawn the United Nations at the end of World War II, and
many of the UN's structures and organizations came
straight from its predecessor, with the concepts of an
International Court and a General Assembly coming
straight from the League. More importantly, the failures
of the League ensured that the UN was given stronger
authority and enforcement mechanisms, most notably
through the latter's Security Council, and while the
League dissolved after a generation, the UN has
survived for over 70 years. One of the League's most
lasting legacies was the manner in which it handed over
administrative control of land in the Middle East to the
victorious Allied Powers, namely France and Britain. The
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Ottoman Empire quickly collapsed after World War I, and
its extensive lands were divvied up between the French
and British. While the French gained control of the
Levant, which would later become modern day nations
like Syria and Lebanon, the British were given the
Mandate for Palestine. The British Mandate for Palestine
gave the British control over the lands that have since
become Jordan, Israel, the West Bank, and the Gaza
Strip. The intention of the mandate system was to have
the administrators peacefully and gradually usher in
independent states, and both European powers
eventually attempted to withdraw from the region, but
anyone with passing knowledge of the Middle East's
history in the late 20th century knows that the region has
seen little peace. As with the British Mandate of
Palestine, the French found themselves attempting to
placate various ethnicities that they only had a passing
familiarity with, and the lines they drew for states like
Syria and Lebanon were ultimately arbitrary. The French
would completely evacuate the region in the wake of
World War II, but the ramifications are still being felt
today, as Syria is wracked by civil war and Lebanon's
government has constantly been fragile and subject to
foreign interference. The French Mandate for Syria and
the Lebanon: The History and Legacy of France's
Administration of the Levant after World War I examines
how the French Mandate for Syria and the Lebanon
came about, what happened over the span of those 30
years, and the lasting legacy of the French
administration. Along with pictures and a bibliography,
you will learn about the French Mandate for Syria and
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the Lebanon like never before.
This fourth edition of the Historical Dictionary of Syria
covers the recent events in Syria as well as the history
that led up to these events. The cross-referenced
dictionary section has over 500 entries on significant
persons, places and events, political parties and
institutions, literature, music and the arts. .
French rule over Syria and Lebanon was premised on a
vision of a special French protectorate established
through centuries of cultural activity: archaeological,
educational and charitable. Initial French methods of
organising and supervising cultural activity sought to
embrace this vision and to implement it in the
exploitation of antiquities, the management and
promotion of cultural heritage, the organisation of
education and the control of public opinion among the
literate classes. However, an examination of the first five
years of the League of Nations-assigned mandate,
1920-1925, reveals that French expectations of a
protectorate were quickly dashed by widespread
resistance to their cultural policies, not simply among
Arabists but also among minority groups initially
expected to be loyal to the French. The violence of
imposing the mandate 'de facto', starting with a landing
of French troops in the Lebanese and Syrian coast in
1919 - and followed by extension to the Syrian interior in
1920 - was met by consistent violent revolt. Examining
the role of cultural institutions reveals less violent yet
similarly consistent contestation of the French mandate.
The political discourses emerging after World War I
fostered expectations of European tutelages that
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prepared local peoples for autonomy and independence.
Yet, even among the most Francophile of stakeholders,
the unfolding of the first years of French rule brought
forth entirely different events and methods. In this book,
Idir Ouahes provides an in-depth analysis of the shifts in
discourses, attitudes and activities unfolding in French
and locally-organised institutions such as schools,
museums and newspapers, revealing how local
resistance put pressure on cultural activity in the early
years of the French mandate.
From a Pulitzer Prize-nominated journalist specializing in
the Middle East, this groundbreaking account of the
Syrian Civil War reveals the never-before-published true
story of a 21st-century humanitarian disaster. In spring
2011, Syrian President Bashar al-Assad turned to his
friend and army commander, Manaf Tlass, for advice
about how to respond to Arab Spring-inspired protests.
Tlass pushed for conciliation but Assad decided to crush
the uprising -- an act which would catapult the country
into an eight-year long war, killing almost half a million
and fueling terrorism and a global refugee crisis. Assad
or We Burn the Country examines Syria's tragedy
through the generational saga of the Assad and Tlass
families, once deeply intertwined and now estranged in
Bashar's bloody quest to preserve his father's
inheritance. By drawing on his own reporting experience
in Damascus and exclusive interviews with Tlass,
Dagher takes readers within palace walls to reveal the
family behind the destruction of a country and the chaos
of an entire region. Dagher shows how one of the world's
most vicious police states came to be and explains how
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a regional conflict extended globally, engulfing the
Middle East and pitting the United States and Russia
against one another. Timely, propulsive, and expertly
reported, Assad or We Burn the Country is the definitive
account of this global crisis, going far beyond the news
story that has dominated headlines for years.
This Second Edition gives the reader easy access to the
history and contemporary situation of one of the world's
ancient civilizations. The heart of the work is more than
350 entries on the most influential political figures and
events, religious groups and movements, economic
sectors, social institutions, and cultural facets. The
second edition includes nearly 100 entirely new entries
and updates on 43 entries from the first edition. An
important difference between the two editions is the
inclusion of many more entries on social institutions,
such as the family and coffeehouses, cultural aspects,
such as art, architecture, cinema, literature, music, and
theater, and economic facets, such as inflation,
corruption, the public sector, and efforts at reform. There
is also expanded coverage on Syria's political dynamics,
with entries on human rights, civil society, and security
forces. The only specific reference work in English, this
new edition addresses profound changes in Syria's
domestic and regional circumstances. The domestic
political scene witnessed a major transition with the
passing of Syria's ruler for 30 years, Hafiz al-Asad, and
the unexpectedly smooth succession of his son Bashar
as new president in 2000. The regional situation has
changed even more since the first edition came out in
1996. Peace talks with Israel collapsed in 2000 and three
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years later the United States invaded Iraq, beginning an
occupation of Syria's neighbor for an indeterminate
period, with incalculable consequences. In addition to the
A to Z dictionary, the second edition contains a
chronology that presents fairly general information on
early centuries and becomes quite detailed for the most
recent years. The bibliography also reflects significant
changes in research on Syria. Not only does the
bibliographical essay highlight important new
monographs, it introduces the reader to credible Internet
resources for guides to travel and popular culture as well
as news and statistical data at major international
organizations'
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