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Goffman S Theory Of
Stigmatisation And Labelling
This book challenges thinking about the nature and causes of
poverty in both the Global North and Global South. Together
with a companion volume providing more detailed
interdisciplinary and theoretical insights into the phenomenon
of shame in relation to poverty, the book shows how the pain
of poverty is emotional as well as material. Moreover, the
emotional hurt differs little in kind or degree between
countries as diverse as Norway and Uganda, Britain andIndia,
China, South Korea and Pakistan. The shame felt as a
consequence of poverty can lead to depression and suicide
and prevent people from being able to help themselves. It is
made worse by the wordsand behaviour of those without
experience of poverty and by policies that unfairly blame,
shame and stigmatise people in poverty. The volume will
appeal to undergraduate and graduate students across many
disciplines and to anyone who cares about their neighbours
or about the wellbeing of people and societies across the
globe.
The aim of this encyclopedia is to provide a comprehensive
reference work on scientific and other scholarly research on
the quality of life, including health-related quality of life
research or also called patient-reported outcomes research.
Since the 1960s two overlapping but fairly distinct research
communities and traditions have developed concerning ideas
about the quality of life, individually and collectively, one with
a fairly narrow focus on health-related issues and one with a
quite broad focus. In many ways, the central issues of these
fields have roots extending to the observations and
speculations of ancient philosophers, creating a continuous
exploration by diverse explorers in diverse historic and
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cultural circumstances over several centuries of the qualities
of human existence. What we have not had so far is a single,
multidimensional reference work connecting the most salient
and important contributions to the relevant fields. Entries are
organized alphabetically and cover basic concepts, relatively
well established facts, lawlike and causal relations, theories,
methods, standardized tests, biographic entries on significant
figures, organizational profiles, indicators and indexes of
qualities of individuals and of communities of diverse sizes,
including rural areas, towns, cities, counties, provinces,
states, regions, countries and groups of countries.
First published in 1998. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor &
Francis, an informa company.
This book presents a novel approach to framing the concept
of stigma, and understanding why and how it functions.
Graham Scambler extends his analysis beyond common
social interactionist understandings of stigma by linking
experiences to the larger social structure—the political
economy. A Sociology of Shame and Blame contends that
stigma is being ‘weaponised’ as part of a calculated political
strategy favouring capital accumulation over justice, and
addresses how the shame associated with stigma has taken
on the additional dimension of blame through microinteractions. The unique Insider-Outsider approach that
Scambler harnesses draws on micro and macro social theory
to identify links between the prevalence of stigma and
agency, culture and structure, and will be an original and key
reference point for students and scholars across the social
and behavioural sciences, including, but not limited to,
sociology, anthropology, psychology, public health and social
policy.
" ... chronicles the experiences of family members of the
mentally ill, and how they draw 'boundaries of sympathy' to
avoid being engulfed by the day-to-day suffering of a loved
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one."--Jacket.
Racism is a common occurrence for members of
marginalized groups around the world. Getting Respect
illuminates their experiences by comparing three countries
with enduring group boundaries: the United States, Brazil and
Israel. The authors delve into what kinds of stigmatizing or
discriminatory incidents individuals encounter in each country,
how they respond to these occurrences, and what they view
as the best strategy—whether individually, collectively, through
confrontation, or through self-improvement—for dealing with
such events. This deeply collaborative and integrated study
draws on more than four hundred in-depth interviews with
middle- and working-class men and women residing in and
around multiethnic cities—New York City, Rio de Janeiro, and
Tel Aviv—to compare the discriminatory experiences of African
Americans, black Brazilians, and Arab Palestinian citizens of
Israel, as well as Israeli Ethiopian Jews and Mizrahi
(Sephardic) Jews. Detailed analysis reveals significant
differences in group behavior: Arab Palestinians frequently
remain silent due to resignation and cynicism while black
Brazilians see more stigmatization by class than by race, and
African Americans confront situations with less hesitation than
do Ethiopian Jews and Mizrahim, who tend to downplay their
exclusion. The authors account for these patterns by
considering the extent to which each group is actually a
group, the sociohistorical context of intergroup conflict, and
the national ideologies and other cultural repertoires that
group members rely on. Getting Respect is a rich and daring
book that opens many new perspectives into, and sets a new
global agenda for, the comparative analysis of race and
ethnicity.
Estroff describes a group of chronic psychiatric clients as they
attempt life outside a mental hospital.
A notable contribution to our understanding of ourselves. This
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book explores the realm of human behavior in social
situations and the way that we appear to others. Dr. Goffman
uses the metaphor of theatrical performance as a framework.
Each person in everyday social intercourse presents himself
and his activity to others, attempts to guide and cotnrol the
impressions they form of him, and employs certain techniques
in order to sustain his performance, just as an actor presents
a character to an audience. The discussions of these social
techniques offered here are based upon detailed research
and observation of social customs in many regions.

The purpose of this volume is to explore existing
literature, with an eye towards encouraging scholars
not to ask “the same old” questions but to use older
writings as a basis for revolutionary and evolutionary
thinking. What do the older writings tell us about
what questions we should be asking, and what
research we should be doing, today?
. . . there is a wealth of solid material here--his precis
of anti-Indian themes in U.S. literature is concise and
insightful--which makes the book particularly
appropriate for readers with sweeping interests, and
for newcomers to sociology.--Publishers Weekly. .
.well-researched and clearly written--this thoughtful
text is highly recommended. . .--ChoiceWhat is it in
human nature that leads us to label some as insiders
and stigmatize others as outsiders?Sociologist
Gerhard Falk examines the social psychology that
motivates this process of exclusion, focusing on the
outcasts in contemporary American society and
comparing current experience with examples from
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the past. Referring to the work of Emile Durkheim
and Erving Goffman, Falk reviews the whole range
of stigmatized people from the mentally ill to ordinary
people with unpopular occupations, like undertakers
and trash collectors. Amid the wide diversity of
stigmatized persons, he finds two basic types of
outsiders: the existential and the achieved. The first
group comprises those who are stigmatized because
of their very existence, regardless of their specific
actions: the mentally handicapped, for example. The
second group describes those whose actions or life
conditions have resulted in stigma: from high
achievers (often subject to resentment) to criminals.
Falk also looks at the ways in which writers past and
present have dramatized stigmatized characters in
literature.This fascinating overview of a longstanding and widespread social problem will be of
interest to all those concerned about creating a more
fair-minded society.Gerhard Falk, Ph.D. (Kenmore,
NY), professor of sociology at the State University of
New York College in Buffalo, NY, is the author of
Sex, Gender and Social Change: The Great
Revolution; Ageism, The Aged and Aging in
America; and five other books.
Rosalyn Darling offers a sweeping examination of
disability identity, tracing its history and parsing the
shifting forces that have shaped individual and
societal understandings of ability and impairment
across time.Darling focuses on the relationship
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between societal views and the self-conceptions of
people with mental and physical impairments. She
also illuminates the impact of the disability rights
movement, life-course dynamics, and race and
gender in creating a diversity of disability identities.
Her seminal work reveals the remarkable resilience
of individuals in the face of profound social and
material barriers, at the same time that it enhances
our understanding of the construction and
experience of ¿difference¿ in our changing society.
A total institution is defined by Goffman as a place of
residence and work where a large number of likesituated, individuals, cut off from the wider society for
an appreciable period of time, together lead an
enclosed, formally administered round of life. Prisons
serve as a clear example, providing we appreciate
that what is prison-like about prisons is found in
institutions whose members have broken no laws.
This volume deals with total institutions in general
and, mental hospitals, in particular. The main focus
is, on the world of the inmate, not the world of the
staff. A chief concern is to develop a sociological
version of the structure of the self. Each of the
essays in this book were intended to focus on the
same issue--the inmate's situation in an institutional
context. Each chapter approaches the central issue
from a different vantage point, each introduction
drawing upon a different source in sociology and
having little direct relation to the other chapters. This
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method of presenting material may be irksome, but it
allows the reader to pursue the main theme of each
paper analytically and comparatively past the point
that would be allowable in chapters of an integrated
book. If sociological concepts are to be treated with
affection, each must be traced back to where it best
applies, followed from there wherever it seems to
lead, and pressed to disclose the rest of its family.
At a time when alarming numbers of people with
HIV/AIDS seek help under cover of darkness, deeply
ashamed of their plight, it is crucial to find ways to
better comprehend and address the specific nature
of stigma around HIV/AIDS in southern Africa.
This wide-reaching handbook offers a new
perspective on the sociology of health, illness and
medicine by stressing the importance of social
theory, and giving due attention to theorists often
overlooked in the healthcare field including Harriet
Martineau and Raewyn Connell, as well as more
widely known theorists such as Michel Foucault and
Max Weber. Here for the first time is a compendium
of both male and female social theorists from the
turn of the 19th century to the present day. Within
these chapters, leading international sociologists
from Europe, America, Britain, Australia, New
Zealand and Canada investigate the key concepts
and theories of a single theorist, looking at the way
their ideas such as medicalisation, reflexivity,
capitalism, hegemonic masculinity, the biomedical
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model and social stigma can be used to understand
specific health issues including men's health,
Indigenous health, disability, the health professions
and chronic illness. Providing a systematic and
comprehensive overview of social theory's
contribution to our understanding of health, illness
and medicine, this handbook will be an invaluable
resource for scholars and students in the fields of
Health, Medical Sociology and Social Theory.
This handbook describes ways in which society
shapes the mental health of its members, and
shapes the lives of those who have been identified
as mentally ill. The text explores the social
conditions that lead to behaviors defined as mental
illness, and the ways in which the concept of mental
illness is socially constructed around those
behaviors. The book also reviews research that
examines socially conditioned responses to mental
illness on the part of individuals and institutions, and
ways in which these responses affect persons with
mental illness. It evaluates where the field has been,
identifies its current location and plots a course for
the future.
StigmaNotes on the Management of Spoiled
IdentitySimon and Schuster
Social deviance—any behavior that violates a cultural
norm—can involve something as major as crime or as
minor as consistently and deliberately wearing lively
mismatched socks. Whether a crime, a sin, or simply
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unique taste, what’s considered deviant at one time
and place can change, as when extensive tattooing
and "body art" evolved from a sideshow carnival
spectacle to a nearly universal rite of passage within
U.S. culture. Drawing contributions from across the
social and behavioral sciences, including sociology,
anthropology, criminology, politics, psychology, and
religion, the Encyclopedia of Social Deviance
introduces readers to the lively field of rule-making
and rebellion that strikes at the core of what it means
to be an individual living in a social world. Key
Features: More than 300 articles authored by key
figures in the field are organized A-to-Z in two
volumes. Each article concludes with crossreferences to related entries and further readings. A
thematic "Reader’s Guide" groups related articles by
broad areas (e.g., Concepts; Theories; Research
Methodologies; Individual Deviance; Organizational
Deviance; etc.) as one handy search feature on the
e-Reference platform, which also includes a
comprehensive index of search terms. Available in
both electronic and print formats, this two-volume, Ato-Z encyclopedia set is a must-have resource for
students and researchers who seek to understand
social deviance. Key Themes: Crime, Property
Crime, Sex Crime, Violent Crime, WhiteCollar/Corporate Defining Deviance Deviance in
Social Institutions Deviant Subcultures
Discrimination Drug Use and Abuse Marriage and
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Family Deviance Measuring Deviance Mental and
Physical Disabilities Methodology for Studying
Deviance Self-Destructive Deviance Sexual
Deviance Social and Political Protest Social Control
and Deviance Studying Deviant Subcultures
Technology and Deviance Theories of Deviance,
Macro Theories of Deviance, Micro Transitional
Deviance
Medicine is a complex social institution which
includes biomedical research, clinical practice, and
the administration and organization of health care
delivery. As such, it is amenable to analysis from a
number of disciplines and directions. The present
volume is composed of revised papers on the theme
of "Responsibility in Health Care" presented at the
Eleventh Trans Disciplinary Symposium on
Philosophy and Medicine, which was held in
Springfield, illinois on March 16-18, 1981. The
collective focus of these essays is the clinical
practice of medicine and the themes and issues
related to questions of responsibility in that setting.
Responsibility has three related dimensions which
make it a suitable theme for an inquiry into clinical
medicine: (a) an external dimension in legal and
political analysis in which the State imposes
penalties on individuals and groups and in which
officials and governments are held accountable for
policies; (b) an internal dimension in moral and
ethical analysis in which individuals take into account
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the consequences of their actions and the criteria
which bear upon their choices; and (c) a
comprehensive dimension in social and cultural
analysis in which values are ordered in the structure
of a civilization ([8], p. 5). The title "Responsibility in
Health Care" thus signifies a broad inquiry not only
into the ethics of individual character and actions,
but the moral foundations of the cultural, legal,
political, and social context of health care generally.
The new edition of this landmark volume
emphasizes the dynamic, interactional, and reflexive
dimensions of the research interview. Contributors
highlight the myriad dimensions of complexity that
are emerging as researchers increasingly frame the
interview as a communicative opportunity as much
as a data-gathering format. The book begins with the
history and conceptual transformations of the
interview, which is followed by chapters that discuss
the main components of interview practice. Taken
together, the contributions to The SAGE Handbook
of Interview Research: The Complexity of the Craft
encourage readers simultaneously to learn the
frameworks and technologies of interviewing and to
reflect on the epistemological foundations of the
interview craft.
Written-Off tells the story of how mental health
stigma comes to have a profound impact on the lives
of people diagnosed with mental illnesses. It reviews
theory, research, and history - illustrated with a
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multitude of personal stories - in four major areas.
These areas are: the prevalence and predictors of
negative attitudes and behaviors toward mental
illness, the impact of community attitudes and
behaviors on the self-perceptions of people
diagnosed with mental illness, the impact of selfperceptions on the community participation of people
diagnosed with mental illness, and how to change
self-perceptions through a variety of approaches.
Stigma leads to poorer health. Edited by Brenda
Major, John F. Dovidio, and Bruce G. Link, The
Oxford Handbook of Stigma, Discrimination, and
Health provides compelling evidence from various
disciplines in support of this thesis and explains how
and why health disparities exist and persist.
Stigmatization involves distinguishing people by a
socially conferred "mark," seeing them as deviant,
and devaluing and socially excluding them. The core
insight of this book is that the social processes of
stigma reliably translate into the biology of disease
and death. Contributors elucidate this insight by
showing exactly how stigma negatively affects health
and creates health disparities through multiple
mechanisms operating at different levels of
influence. Understanding the causes and
consequences of health disparities requires a multilevel analysis that considers structural forces,
psychological processes, and biological
mechanisms. This volume's unique multidisciplinary
Page 12/24

Read Free Goffman S Theory Of Stigmatisation
And Labelling
approach brings together social and health
psychologists, sociologists, public health scholars,
and medical ethicists to comprehensively assess
stigma's impact on health. It goes beyond the
common practice of studying one stigmatized group
at a time to examine the stigma-health link across
multiple stigmatized groups. This broad,
multidisciplinary framework not only illuminates the
significant effects stigma has when aggregated
across the health of many groups but also increases
understanding of which stigma processes are
general across groups and which are particular to
specific groups. Here, a compendium of leading
international experts point readers toward potential
policy responses and possibilities for intervention as
well as to the large gaps in understanding that
remain. This book is the definitive source of
scholarship on stigma and physical health for
established and emerging scholars, practitioners,
and students in psychology, sociology, public health,
medicine, law, political science, geography, and the
allied disciplines.
This monograph reconceptualises discrimination law
as fundamentally concerned with stigma. Using
sociological and socio-psychological theories of
stigma, the author presents an 'anti-stigma principle',
promoting it as a method to determine the scope of
legal protection from discrimination. The anti-stigma
principle recognises the role of institutional and
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individual action in the perpetuation of discrimination.
Setting discrimination law within the field of public
health, it frames positive action and intersectional
discrimination as the norm in this field of law rather
than the exception. In developing and applying this
new theory for anti-discrimination law, the book
draws upon case law from jurisdictions including the
UK, Australia, New Zealand, the USA and Canada,
as well as European law.
This book approaches the study of mental illness in
sport cultures from a variety of social scientific
perspectives. Contributions focus on the multiple
manifestations of mental illness within sport cultures,
and the degree to which sport may be utilized as a
means of helping people who struggle with mental
illness.
This document argues that the stigma,
discrimination, and denial surrounding AIDS make
the epidemic as hard to treat as anything about the
disease itself does. It discusses how and why HIVpositive people are stigmatized and discriminated
against and suggests questions for further research
on the subject and ways to reduce the stigma of
AIDS.
The Handbook of Deviant Behavior presents a
comprehensive, integrative, and accessible overview
of the contemporary body of knowledge in the field of
social deviance in the twenty-first century. This book
addresses the full range of scholarly concerns within
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this area – including theoretical, methodological, and
substantive issues – in over seventy original entries,
written by an international mix of recognized
scholars. Each of these essays provides insight not
only into the historical and sociological evolution of
the topic addressed, but also highlights associated
notable thinkers, research findings, and key
published works for further reference. As a whole,
this Handbook undertakes an in depth evaluation of
the contemporary state of knowledge within the area
of social deviance, and beyond this considers future
directions and concerns that will engage scholars in
the decades ahead. The inclusion of comparative
and cross-cultural examples and discussions,
relevant case studies and other pedagogical features
make this book an invaluable learning tool for
undergraduate and post graduate students in
disciplines such as criminology, mental health
studies, criminal theory, and contemporary
sociology.
Encyclopedia of Critical Psychology is a
comprehensive reference work and is the first
reference work in English that comprehensively
looks at psychological topics from critical as well as
international points of view. Thus, it will appeal to all
committed to a critical approach across the
Encyclopedia of Critical Psychology, for alternative
analyses of psychological events, processes, and
practices. The Encyclopedia of Critical Psychology
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provides commentary from expert critical
psychologists from around the globe who will
compose the entries. The Encyclopedia of Critical
Psychology will feature approximately 1,000 invited
entries, organized in an easy to use A-Z format. The
encyclopedia will be compiled under the direction of
the editor who has published widely in the field of
critical psychology and due to his international
involvements is knowledgeable about the status of
critical psychology around the world. The expert
contributors will summarize current criticalpsychological knowledge and discuss significant
topics from a global perspective.
The topic of stigma came to the attention of modernday behav ioral science in 1963 through Erving
Goffman's book with the engaging title, Stigma:
Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity.
Following its publication, scholars in such fields as
an thropology, clinical psychology, social
psychology, sociology, and history began to study
the important role of stigma in human interaction.
Beginning in the early 1960s and continuing to the
present day, a body of research literature has
emerged to extend, elaborate, and qualify Goffman's
original ideas. The essays pre sented in this volume
are the outgrowth of these developments and
represent an attempt to add impetus to theory and
research in this area. Much of the stigma research
that has been conducted since 1963 has sought to
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test one or another of Goffman's notions about the
effects of stigma on social interactions and the self.
Social and clinical psychologists have tried to
experimentally create a number of the effects that
Goffman asserted stigmas have on ordinary social
interactions, and sociologists have looked for
eVidence of the same in survey and observational
studies of stig matized people in situations of
everyday life. By 1980, a consider able body of
empirical evidence had been amassed about social
stigmas and the devastating effects they can have
on social interactions.
Part of the SAGE Social Thinker series, this book
serves as a concise and inviting introduction to the
life and works of Erving Goffman, one of the most
prominent social theorists in postwar sociology.
Goffman’s ideas continue to influence scholars in
various fields and have also attracted many readers
outside conventional academia. Goffman’s overall
research agenda was the exploration of what he
termed the interaction order—that is, the micro social
order that regulates the co-mingling of people in
each other’s immediate presence. He coined
several new concepts (face-work, impression
management, role distance, civil inattention, etc.)
with which to grasp and understand the complexities
and basic social restructuring of everyday life, many
of which are now part of sociology’s standard
vocabulary.
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The Goffman Reader aims to bring the most
complete collection of Erving Goffman's (1922-1982)
writing and thinking as a sociologist. Among the
most inventive, unique and individualistic of thinkers
in American sociology, his works first appeared in
the early 1950's at a time when a more formal,
traditional sociology dominated the scene. In this
collection, Goffman's work is arranged into four
categories: the production of self, the confined self,
the nature of social life, and the framing of
experience. Through this arrangement, readers will
not only be presented with Goffman's thinking in
chronological order, but also with a framework of
analysis that clearly introduces the social theoretical
ideas by which Goffman shaped the direction of
sociological thought through the late twentieth
century.
An essential guide to the basic concepts that
comprise the study of sociology with contributions
from an international range of leading experts Core
Concepts in Sociology is a comprehensive guide to
the essential concepts relevant to the current study
of the discipline and wider social science. The
contributing authors cover a wide range of concepts
that remain at the heart of sociology including those
from its academic founding and others much more
recent in their development. The text contains
contributions from an international panel of leading
figures in the field, utilizing their expertise on core
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concepts and presenting an accessible introduction
for students. Drawing on the widest range of ideas,
research, current literature and expert assessment,
Core Concepts in Sociology contains over 90
concepts that represent the discipline. Coverage
includes concepts ranging from aging to capitalism,
democracy to economic sociology, epistemology to
everyday life, media to risk, stigma and much more.
This vital resource: Sets out the concepts that
underpin the study of sociology and wider social
science Contains contributions from an international
panel of leading figures in the field Includes a
comprehensive review of the basic concepts that
comprise the foundation and essential development
of the discipline Designed as a concise and
accessible resource Written for students,
researchers and wider professionals with an interest
in the field of sociology, Core Concepts in Sociology
offers a concise, affordable and accessible resource
for studying the underpinnings of sociology and
social science.
The volume demonstrates that stigma is a normal albeit undesirable - consequence of people's limited
cognitive resources, and of the social information
and experiences to which they are exposed.
Incorporated are the perspectives of both the
perceiver and the target; the relevance of personal
and collective identities; and the interplay of
affective, cognitive, and behavioral processes.
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Particular attention is given to how stigmatized
persons make meaning of their predicaments, such
as by forming alternative, positive group identities.
The year 2013 marks the 50th anniversary of the
publication Erving Goffman's landmark work, Stigma:
Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity.
Through this edited volume, we commemorate the
continuing contribution of Goffman's work on stigma
to social psychology. As Goffman originally used the
term, stigma implies some sort of negative deviance,
or in his words, ‘an undesired differentness from
what we had anticipated.’ Since Goffman’s
pioneering treatise, there have been thousands of
articles published on different aspects of stigma. The
accelerating volume of articles is testimony to the
growing importance of stigma research, with almost
three out of four of the stigma-related publications in
the research literature appearing in the last 10 years.
In this volume, a collection of up-and-coming and
seasoned stigma researchers provide both
theoretical insights and new empirical findings. The
volume should be of interest to both established
researchers and advanced students seeking to learn
more about the depth and breadth of stigma
research. This book was originally published as a
special issue of Basic and Applied Social
Psychology.
This book makes a highly innovative contribution to
overcoming the stigma and discrimination associated
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with mental illness – still the heaviest burden both for
those afflicted and those caring for them. The scene
is set by the presentation of different fundamental
perspectives on the problem of stigma and
discrimination by researchers, consumers, families,
and human rights experts. Current knowledge and
practice used in reducing stigma are then described,
with information on the programmes adopted across
the world and their utility, feasibility, and
effectiveness. The core of the volume comprises
descriptions of new approaches and innovative
programmes specifically designed to overcome
stigma and discrimination. In the closing part of the
book, the editors – all respected experts in the field –
summarize some of the most important evidenceand experience-based recommendations for future
action to successfully rewrite the long and
burdensome ‘story’ of mental illness stigma and
discrimination.
Defines an approach to mental healthcare focused
on achieving international equity in coverage,
options and outcomes.
Originally published: Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2014, as part of the Fieldwork encounters and
discoveries series.
A topical contribution to the socio-semiotic studies
on the interaction. The famous sociologist resumes
the conversation analysis and broadens them to the
game of the strategic moves. A linguistic and nonPage 21/24
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linguistic exchange of replies and responses treated
in a systemic and ritual frame. The interdependent
tactics dance open Pandora's vase of
communication. Un contributo attualissimo agli studi
socio-semiotici sull’interazione. Il celebre sociologo
riprende le analisi della conversazione e le allarga al
gioco di mosse strategiche. Uno scambio linguistico
e non linguistico di repliche e risposte svolto in un
frame (cornice) sistemico e rituale. La danza delle
tattiche interdipendenti apre il vaso di Pandora della
comunicazione.
Stigma Revisited: Implications of the Mark is a
collection of qualitative, empirical studies of
populations who experience stigma. Discrimination,
marginality and social injustice are recognized as
indelibly tied to the phenomena of stigma. This
volume builds on the work of Erving Goffman and
integrates a larger, structural understanding of
stigma based in Michel Foucault’s governmentality
writings. Contemporary notions of risk, riskiness and
danger are linked to the labelling of “deviant”
populations in the name of social control and risk
management; these labels result in the institutional
and systemic perpetuation of stereotypes and
stigmatic attitudes. The research presented in this
book addresses the individual experience of
symbolic stigma as well as the collective impact of
structural stigma. With unique, personal vignettes
that position each of the academic contributors in
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relation to their subjects, this collection of essays
challenges social science researchers to understand
their own role in reproducing and contesting
hegemonic discourses that stigmatize and
marginalize.
This volume brings together leading scholars in the
area of symbolic interactionism to offer a broad
discussion of issues including identity, dialogue and
legitimacy.
From the author of The Presentation of Self in
Everyday Life, Stigma is analyzes a person’s
feelings about himself and his relationship to people
whom society calls “normal.” Stigma is an
illuminating excursion into the situation of persons
who are unable to conform to standards that society
calls normal. Disqualified from full social acceptance,
they are stigmatized individuals. Physically deformed
people, ex-mental patients, drug addicts, prostitutes,
or those ostracized for other reasons must
constantly strive to adjust to their precarious social
identities. Their image of themselves must daily
confront and be affronted by the image which others
reflect back to them. Drawing extensively on
autobiographies and case studies, sociologist Erving
Goffman analyzes the stigmatized person’s feelings
about himself and his relationship to “normals” He
explores the variety of strategies stigmatized
individuals employ to deal with the rejection of
others, and the complex sorts of information about
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themselves they project. In Stigma the interplay of
alternatives the stigmatized individual must face
every day is brilliantly examined by one of America’s
leading social analysts.
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