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This aggressive counterattacking repertoire covers Black
opening systems against virtually every opening except
for 1.e4 (plus most flank games), based on the exciting
and powerful Tarrasch Defense, which helped win
Kasparov and Spassky championships. Black learns the
Classical Tarrasch, Symmetrical Tarrasch, Asymmetrical
Tarrasch, Marshall and Tarrasch gambits, and Tarrasch
without Nc3, to achieve early equality or even an outright
advantage in the first few moves. This is an important
opening book for aggressive players looking for an edge.
288 pages
The French Defence is a classical opening that has
featured in the repertoire of many elite grandmasters.
Black generally concedes a slight spacial disadvantage
early but in return gains a sound structure and
middlegame opportunities to undermine the white centre.
A close study of the French Defence can be very
rewarding for all players as the structures and themes
that arise are found in numerous other openings. In this
book grandmaster Damian Lemos guides the reader
through the complexities of this dynamic opening and
explores all the important variations. This series provides
an ideal platform to study chess openings. By continually
challenging the reader to answer probing questions
throughout the book, the Move by Move format greatly
encourages the learning and practising of vital skills just
as much as the traditional assimilation of opening
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knowledge. Carefully selected questions and answers
are designed to keep you actively involved and allow you
to monitor your progress as you learn. This is an
excellent way to study any chess opening and at the
same time improve your general chess skills and
knowledge. * Essential guidance and training in the
French Defence * Analyses all key variations * Utilizes
an ideal Q+A approach to chess study
It's not easy finding a good opening to play against 1 e4,
especially if you don't have endless time available to
study the latest theoretical developments. If you choose
fashionable openings, it's often a necessity to keep pace
with modern theory if you want to succeed with Black.
This book provides a solution. Neil McDonald advocates
his favourite opening - the very popular French Defence but chooses a repertoire for Black that requires only the
minimum amount of move memorization. The lines he
selects are very easy to learn and play - perfect for those
who are unwilling to be slaves to opening theory. But
there's also something here for more experienced
players, as McDonald goes on to offer a second
repertoire based on counter-attacking lines against 3
Nc3 and 3 Nd2. *An easy-to-learn defence against 1
e4*Provides solutions to all of White's options*Written by
a world-renowned expert on the French*Ideal for
improvers, club players and tournament players English
Grandmaster Neil McDonald is an experienced and
successful player on the international chess circuit. He is
a respected chess coach, who has trained many of the
UK's strongest junior players. McDonald is also a
talented chess writer and has many outstanding works to
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his name.
The Winawer variation of the French is reached after
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Bb4. This is one of the most
exciting openings in the game. It's an alternative
universe with alternative rules. In return for the Bishop
Black gets a rock solid pawn structure and lots of
dynamic capabilities. It should not come as a surprise
that in these unbalanced fights Black can really play for a
win. The groundwork was done by Nimzowitsch,
Botvinnik and Kortchnoi in the old days. Nowadays
players like Carlsen, So and Mamedyarov still use their
ideas with success. People often ask, "does true love
exist?" Well, Miedema and the French might be one of
those rare examples. Fortunately the love has translated
to countless novelties and fighting lines. This is his first
volume on the French defence and his debut as an
author.
The French Defense is one of the most solid and
strategically rich responses to 1.e4. Many chess opening
lines have been analyzed to death by computer, but the
French is relatively resistant to this growing trend, as the
characteristic blocked pawn centre leads to situations
where a player with superior understanding can
overcome an opponent whose expertise lies in computerassisted preparation. Acclaimed authors Ntirlis and
Aagaard present a complete repertoire for Black based
on 3.Nc3 Nf6 and 3.Nd2 c5. With many new discoveries
and detailed explanations of positional and strategic
motifs, this book is essential reading for those playing
this complex opening with either color.
Welcome to the French Defence chess opening after
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1.e4 e6. Author Tim Sawyer analyzes 182 games. This
2018 Second Edition has updated commentary and an
Index of Names to Games. The author tells stories and
explains chess opening strategy.Spice up your play with
the Alapin Diemer Gambit. Discover the ideas of the
Advance Variation, the Classical, the MacCutcheon or
the kingside attacks in the French Winawer. Focus on
active piece play with the Tarrasch Variation. Or boldly
try to transpose to the Blackmar-Diemer Gambit in
answer to the Burn Variation. Most of the games see
White playing 3.Be3, 3.Nd2 or 3.Nc3. Many were played
by the author against masters, experts and club players
over 45 years of play. The author shows you typical
examples in this proven defence. Follow ideas to
surprise your opponent and win. The games tell stories
about fascinating chess players. Examine a variety of
openings from main lines to gambits. Find creative ideas
and ways to improve. Have fun playing. Enjoy this book!
Modern Chess Openings is the best and most trusted
tool for serious chess players on the market. First
published over a half-century ago, this is a completely
revised and updated edition of the book that has been
the standard English language reference on chess
openings. An invaluable resource for club and
tournament players, it now includes information on
recent matches and the most up-to-date theory on chess
openings. Modern Chess Openings is ideal for
intermediate players ready to elevate their game to the
next level or International Grandmasters who want to
stay on top of recent chess innovations.
Developing an effective chess opening repertoire with 1.e4
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requires extensive research, mixed with fine judgement and a
good deal of creativity. In this, the second of three volumes,
GM John Shaw turns the analytical spotlight on the French
Defense, advocating his own favorite weapon for White, the
Tarrasch Variation. The final part of the book begins the
mammoth task of tackling the Sicilian Defense, by
considering a number of rare but tricky options available to
Black in this opening. Just like the previous volume in the
series, this book is based upon a foundation of tried and
tested main lines, boosted by a number of innovative
suggestions that will cause no end of trouble to your
opponents. The repertoire is completed by a third volume,
which covers the main lines of the Sicilian. Review of the
author's previous work: "A fantastic publication that is clearly
the result of a tremendous amount of work by Shaw, for which
he deserves immense credit."GM David Smerdon,
ChessVibes, reviewing The King's Gambit
A Complete Black Repertoire against 1.e4 Built around the
Super-solid Rubinstein! The solid Rubinstein Variation of the
French Defense – despite its having been played by world
champions and elite grandmasters, it has never been
subjected to detailed study. The author, German International
Master Hannes Langrock, has produced a book with
complete coverage of this line, along with solid
recommendations for Black should White deviate on the
second or third move. The first edition was widely acclaimed,
and the second edition has been revised and expanded. “I
never realized that Black could take such active measures in
the Rubinstein Variation without significant drawbacks. This
book is an eye-opener, and even top grandmasters might find
that they have underestimated Black’s resources in important
positions...The average tournament and online player will
appreciate Langrock’s straightforward, no-nonsense style.
He keeps the complexity of the analysis within bounds, and
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highlights relevant details without drifting into obscure pagelong analytical byways. General themes are clearly presented
within the context of illustrative games...The result is a book
that covers a broad swath of material in a modest number of
pages. I’m sure that you will be well-rewarded for its study,
and come out with a useful new weapon in your chess
arsenal.” – International Master John Watson in his Foreword
to the first edition.
In the third and final volume of his series on the French
Defence, Steffen Pedersen covers all of White's alternatives
to 3 Nc3 and 3 Nd2. These include the aggressive Advance,
the quiet Exchange, and side-variations such as the Two
Knights, King's Indian Attack and the Wing Gambit. In these
lines, it is White who determines the central structure and
sets the pace of the game. With the Advance Variation, White
establishes a space advantage, and will often seek to exploit
this by creating attacking chances on the kingside, or a bind
on the queenside. Both sides have a variety of systems at
their disposal, and the player who is better acquainted with
the intricacies of these lines will tend to come out on top. It is
a perennial favourite among players with a direct aggressive
style: Shirov has played the Advance many times in recent
years, while it has been employed by Sveshnikov and
Kupreichik throughout their careers. The Exchange Variation
leads to open and generally symmetrical positions. Pedersen
carefully examines White's attempts to seize the initiative,
and also recommends ways for Black to create play if White
adopts a more stolid approach.
Welcome to the French Defence chess opening after 1.e4 e6.
Tim Sawyer analyzes 122 games. This 2016 expanded
version has updated commentary, and an Index of Names to
Games. The author tells stories and explains chess opening
strategy. In a French Defence game you want to win! Spice
up your play with the Alapin Diemer Gambit. Discover new
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ideas in the Advance Variation. Choose the Classical,
MacCutcheon or French Winawer. Focus on active piece play
with the Tarrasch Variation. Or boldly try to transpose to the
Blackmar-Diemer Gambit in answer to the Burn Variation.
Most of the games see White playing 3.Be3, 3.Nd2 or 3.Nc3.
Many were played by the author against masters, experts and
club players over 45 years of play. The author shows you
typical examples in this proven defence. Follow ideas to
surprise your opponent and win. The games tell stories about
fascinating chess players. Examine a variety of openings from
main lines to gambits. Find creative ideas and ways to
improve. Have fun playing. Enjoy this book!
Mihail Marin completes his opening repertoire for White with
1.c4, the English Opening, by covering 1.c4 c5. The theory is
state-of-the-art with many novelties suggested, but most
useful of all are Marin's lucid explanations of how to play the
resulting positions. Features: A repertoire for White with 1.c4
c5; Written by an award-winning author; A repertoire to last a
lifetime.
The French Defence is a perennial favourite with players of all
temperaments. Gary Lane has had a great deal of experience
of meeting the French in both national and international
competitions, and in this book he examines his play and
recommends a clear repertoire for beating the French,
whether Black opts for a solid or active approach. The
solution offered is the Advance Variation which for years has
been a favourite of Evgeny Scheshnikov, and more recently
Viswanathan Anand and Nigel Short. By using the methods
discovered by these and other grandmasters, White can
obtain dangerous attacking chances thus limiting Black's
counterplay.
The Tarrasch variation of the French defence is one of
White's most popular choices, and a particular favourite of
former World Champion Anatoly Karpov. Here, all lines after 1
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e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 Nd2 are analyzed and illustrative games are
used to explain the strategic ideas for both sides.
Written by a Grandmaster who has played the French almost
exclusively throughout his chess career, this book sets out to
explain how to go about winning with the French. The up-tothe-minute theories are based on around 60 of Uhlmann's
most important games.
The French Defence is a highly reliable response to 1 e4
which is popular at all levels. With the first two moves, Black
creates a solid foundation in the centre and seeks to put
pressure on White’s position in the early middlegame. In this
book, International Master Cyrus Lakdawala explains the
basic ideas in the French and examines the important
variations. The key ideas are emphasized with notes, tips and
warnings and the reader’s understanding is tested with
frequent exercises. This book tells you everything you need
to know in order to take your first steps with the French
Defence. First Steps is a new opening series and is ideal for
improving players who want simple and straightforward
explanations. First Steps emphasizes: * the basic principles *
the basic strategies * the key tricks and traps First Steps
books are based around carefully selected instructive games
which demonstrate exactly what both sides are trying to
achieve. There is enough theory to enable the improving
player to get to grips with the opening without feeling
overwhelmed. If you want to take up a new opening, First
Steps is the ideal place to start.
This book continues the coverage of the French Defence that
was begun by Pedersen in The Main Line French: 3 Nc3. It is
essential reading for all those who play the French, and for
those who meet it with the popular and flexible Tarrasch
Variation. The Tarrasch Variation provides a stern test for the
French Defence, and has always been a favourite of
strategically minded players, such as Michael Adams and
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Anatoly Karpov. By putting his knight on d2, White seeks to
give his opponent little scope for counterplay, and in many of
the traditional lines ends up with a slight positional advantage
that can prove extremely difficult to neutralize. This has led to
Black developing various sharper approaches, which
complicate the play considerably at the cost of greater risk.
Notable among these lines are systems with 3...Nf6 where
Black sacrifices material to gain the initiative, and the modern
main line 3...c5 4 exd5 Qxd5, where Black keeps his pawnstructure healthy at the cost of some tempi. To get the most
out of these lines as either colour, thorough up-to-date
knowledge is essential, and this book supplies it in
abundance.
Grandmaster Dejan Antic and International Master Branimir
Maksimovic have written a book that will change the way
chess players look at the French Defence , one of the most
popular chess openings. Black players in a French Defence
have sound options like undermining the White center or
playing against a damaged pawn structure. Once you have
really mastered the black side in the French, you possess
such a powerful weapon that even strong players will think
twice what to play against you. This is a complete and up-todate book for players of all levels, with brand-new concepts in
topical modern lines such as the Steinitz, McCutcheon and
Morozevich Variation. Antic and Maksimovic explain strategic
concepts and methods of attack, and present numerous
novelties and new tactical ideas in all French main lines. But
they have also developed several sidelines into deadly
surprise weapons. The conclusion is clear: Black is OK in the
French!
This great beginning book shows players how to confidently
start out a chess game with solid near-foolproof openings.
Easy-to-read and targeted to novice and new chess players,
the oversized format is filled with large diagrams, clear
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explanations, and ideas and concepts that are easy for new
players. Even better, no knowledge of chess notation is
required, nor does the reader need to memorize variations.
Everything learned becomes common sense and the game
becomes fun. Schiller, an ardent teacher of children and
beginning players, shows the top ten most important chess
openings and teaches readers the importance of focusing on
the four clear goals of the opening. This book makes us want
to learn chess all over again! 160 pages
The French Defence is one of the most popular and reliable
responses to 1.e4. This book introduces the Winawer
Variation after the opening moves 1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3
Bb4, and provides expert recommendations against all of
Whites major possibilities, with the exception of the 7.Qg4
line.
In this user-friendly book, International Master Byron Jacobs
revisits the basic principles behind the French Defence and
all of its variations. Throughout the reader is helped along by
a wealth of notes, tips, warnings and exercises.
Vast collection of great chess games from 1798 through
1938, with much hard-to-find material. Fully annotated,
arranged by opening for easier study. 150 years of master
play!
The Tarrasch Variation is White's soundest response to the
French Defence and is favoured by positional and tactical
players alike.
The French Defence is one of the most popular and reliable
responses to 1.e4. Grandmaster Repertoire 16: The French
Defence, Volume 3 concludes this ambitious three-volume
series by offering a comprehensive repertoire against the
Advance, Tarrasch, and other alternatives to 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3.
Drawing on more than two decades of competitive experience
with the French, GM Emanuel Berg presents state-of-the-art
solutions for Black. .Hundreds of novelties .Ambitious
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recommendations from a leading expert .The final volume to
complete your French repertoire"
In Dangerous Weapons: The French, John Watson takes a
revolutionary look at one of the most famous and widelyplayed chess openings: the French Defence. Instead of
travelling down well-trodden and analyzed paths, Watson
concentrates on fresh or little-explored variations of the
French, selecting a wealth of ?dangerous' options for both
White and Black.
Simon Williams presents an opening repertoire for Black with
the French Defence. He combines his unique attacking ideas
with the traditionally solid French structure to produce a
powerful armoury of weapons for Black.
The French Defense is one of the most popular and reliable
responses to 1.e4. This book covers the most critical variation
of the Winawer, which occurs after the opening moves 1.e4
e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e5 c5 5.a3 Bxc3† 6.bxc3 Ne7 7.Qg4.
This volume presents three contrasting ways of meeting
White’s aggressive opening system: 7...cxd4 leading to the
notorious Winawer Poisoned Pawn; 7...0–0 8.Bd3 f5, a solid
yet strategically complex system; and 7...0–0 8.Bd3 Nbc6,
which leads to a tense, full-blooded battle.
The Tarrasch variation of the French Defense is reached after
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2. This is one of the most positional
treatments White has available. Using his typical funny and
dynamic writing style, David shows that it is possible to play
solidly but also remain with the dynamic elements Black has
available. He recommends several creative lines, even a bit
off the beaten track, but which he has very carefully worked
out over the several years of his own practice. Again,
Miedema and his love for the French Defense shines through
his second volume, the third and final being available at the
end of this year.
The famous French Defence, one of the most widely-played
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chess openings, is a fighting opening, which perfectly suits
many club players as well as a growing number of top
players. International grandmaster and former Ukrainian
champion Viktor Moskalenko presents a wealth of original
and dynamic options in every main line. His analysis is highlevel, yet his touch is light and fresh, and the book sparkles
with original ideas. He rounds off with seven relatively
unknown weapons, early deviations with which you may
surprise your opponent ? as Black or as White!
A tremendously popular opening for both club players &
grandmasters.
Why is this repertoire called simple? For the simple reason
that the variations are straightforward, easy to remember and
require little or no maintenance. International Master Christof
Sielecki has created a reliable set of lines for chess players of
almost all levels. The major objective is to dominate Black in
the opening, by simple means. You don’t need to sacrifice
anything or memorize long tactical lines. Unless Black plays
something stupid, when tactics are the simplest punishment.
Sielecki developed this repertoire working with students who
were looking for something that was easy to understand and
to learn. Most of the lines he selected are occasionally played
by grandmasters, but on the whole they lie outside the
mainstream of opening theory. That means that there is
hardly any need to monitor theoretical developments. Sielecki
always clearly explains the plans and counterplans and keeps
you focussed on what the position requires. Ambitious players
rated 1500 or higher will get great value out of studying this
extremely accessible book.
Using his favourite weapon ? the Tarrasch Variation ?
Andreas Tzermiadianos reveals an abundance of opening
ideas and novelties, and provides the reader with a complete
repertoire against the French Defence.
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