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The author shares her perspective on such topics as the 2000 election, present-day
civil rights activists, and the relationship between the United States and Canada.
From the incomparable David Rakoff, a poignant, beautiful, witty and wise novel in
verse whose scope spans the 20th Century. David Rakoff, who died in 2012 at the age
of 47, built a deserved reputation as one of the finest and funniest essayists of our time.
This intricately woven novel, written with humour, sympathy and tenderness, proves
him the master of an altogether different art form. Love, Dishonor, Marry, Die; Cherish,
Perish leaps cities and decades as Rakoff, a Canadian who became an American
citizen, sings the song of his adoptive homeland--a country whose freedoms can be
intoxicating, or brutal. Here the characters' lives are linked to each other by acts of
generosity or cruelty. A critic once called Rakoff "magnificent," a word which perfectly
describes this wonderful novel in verse.
In Naked, David Sedaris's message alternately rendered in Fakespeare, Italian,
Spanish, and pidgin Greek is the same: pay attention to me. Whether he's taking to the
road with a thieving quadriplegic, sorting out the fancy from the extra-fancy in a bleak
fruit-packing factory, or celebrating Christmas in the company of a recently paroled
prostitute, this collection of memoirs creates a wickedly incisive portrait of an all-toofamiliar world. It takes Sedaris from his humiliating bout with obsessive behavior in A
Plague of Tics to the title story, where he is finally forced to face his naked self in the
mirrored sunglasses of a lunatic. At this soulful and moving moment, he picks potato
chip crumbs from his pubic hair and wonders what it all means. This remarkable
journey into his own life follows a path of self-effacement and a lifelong search for
identity, leaving him both under suspicion and overdressed.
Hailed by David Sedaris as "perfectly, relentlessly funny" and by Colson Whitehead as
"sardonic without being cruel, tender without being sentimental," from the author of the
new collection Look Alive Out There. Wry, hilarious, and profoundly genuine, this debut
collection of literary essays is a celebration of fallibility and haplessness in all their
glory. From despoiling an exhibit at the Natural History Museum to provoking the ire of
her first boss to siccing the cops on her mysterious neighbor, Crosley can do no right
despite the best of intentions -- or perhaps because of them. Together, these essays
create a startlingly funny and revealing portrait of a complex and utterly recognizable
character who aims for the stars but hits the ceiling, and the inimitable city that has
helped shape who she is. I Was Told There'd Be Cake introduces a strikingly original
voice, chronicling the struggles and unexpected beauty of modern urban life.
From This American Life alum David Rakoff comes a hilarious collection that singlehandedly raises self-deprecation to an art form. Whether impersonating Sigmund Freud
in a department store window during the holidays, climbing an icy mountain in cheap
loafers, or learning primitive survival skills in the wilds of New Jersey, Rakoff clearly
demonstrates how he doesn’t belong–nor does he try to. In his debut collection of
essays, Rakoff uses his razor-sharp wit and snarky humor to deliver a barrage of
damaging blows that, more often than not, land squarely on his own jaw–hilariously
satirizing the writer, not the subject. Joining the wry and the heartfelt, Fraud offers an
object lesson in not taking life, or ourselves, too seriously.
This gift book is a collection of photos and quotes from Henri, the existential cat whose
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ennui has captivated people all over the world. Through his series of short films and
interactions with an enthusiastic online community, Henri's contemplation and
disillusion with the world has struck a chord with millions of fans. Now, finally, we have
a collection of Henri's musings in his own words featuring never-before-seen photos
and quotes. This book is a window into the tortured soul of the world's first feline
philosopher.
"America's irrepressible doyenne of domestic satire." THE BOSTON GLOBE Madcap,
bittersweet humor in classic Erma Bombeck-style. You'll laugh until it hurts and love it!
"Any mother with half a skull knows that when Daddy's little boy becomes Mommy's
little boy, the kid is so wet, he's treading water. What do you mean you're a participle in
the school play and you need a costume? Those rotten kids. If only they'd let me wake
up in my own way. Why do they have to line up along my bed and stare at me like
Moby Dick just washed up onto a beach somewhere?"
A bitingly funny, provocative, and revealing look at our foibles, passions, and
pasttimes—from one of the most creative minds of our time. “Nora Ephron can write
about anything better than anybody else can write about anything.”—The New York
Times From her Academy Award–nominated screenplays to her bestselling fiction and
essays, Nora Ephron is one of America’s most gifted, prolific, and versatile writers. In
this classic collection of magazine articles, Ephron does what she does best: embrace
American culture with love, cynicism, and unmatched wit. From tracking down the
beginnings of the self-help movement to dressing down the fashion world’s most
powerful publication to capturing a glimpse of a legendary movie in the making, these
timeless pieces tap into our enduring obsessions with celebrity, food, romance, clothes,
entertainment, and sex. Whether casting her ingenious eye on renowned director Mike
Nichols, Cosmopolitan magazine founder Helen Gurley Brown—or herself, as she
chronicles her own beauty makeover—Ephron deftly weaves her journalistic skill with the
intimate style of an essayist and the incomparable talent of a great storyteller.
David Sedaris plays in the snow with his sisters. He goes on vacation with his family.
He gets a job selling drinks. He attends his brother's wedding. He mops his sister's
floor. He gives directions to a lost traveler. He eats a hamburger. He has his blood
sugar tested. It all sounds so normal, doesn't it? In his newest collection of essays,
David Sedaris lifts the corner of ordinary life, revealing the absurdity teeming below its
surface. His world is alive with obscure desires and hidden motives -- a world where
forgiveness is automatic and an argument can be the highest form of love. Dress Your
Family in Corduroy and Denim is another unforgettable collection from one of the
wittiest and most original writers at work today.
“Professor Coffee's compelling new approach to holding fraudsters to account is
indispensable reading for any lawmaker serious about deterring corporate crime.”
—Robert Jackson, former Commissioner, Securities and Exchange Commission In the
early 2000s, federal enforcement efforts sent white collar criminals at Enron and
WorldCom to prison. But since the 2008 financial collapse, this famously hasn't
happened. Corporations have been permitted to enter into deferred prosecution
agreements and avoid criminal convictions, in part due to a mistaken assumption that
leniency would encourage cooperation and because enforcement agencies don't have
the funding or staff to pursue lengthy prosecutions, says distinguished Columbia Law
Professor John C. Coffee. “We are moving from a system of justice for organizational
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crime that mixed carrots and sticks to one that is all carrots and no sticks,” he says. He
offers a series of bold proposals for ensuring that corporate malfeasance can once
again be punished. For example, he describes incentives that could be offered to both
corporate executives to turn in their corporations and to corporations to turn in their
executives, allowing prosecutors to play them off against each other. Whistleblowers
should be offered cash bounties to come forward because, Coffee writes, “it is easier
and cheaper to buy information than seek to discover it in adversarial proceedings.” All
federal enforcement agencies should be able to hire outside counsel on a contingency
fee basis, which would cost the public nothing and provide access to discovery and
litigation expertise the agencies don't have. Through these and other equally
controversial ideas, Coffee intends to rebalance the scales of justice.
In David Sedaris' world, no one is safe and no cow is sacred. A manic cross between
Mark Leyner, Fran Lebowitz, and the National Enquirer, Sedaris' collection of essays is
a rollicking tour through the national Zeitgeist: a do-it-yourself suburban dad saves
money by performing home surgery; a man who is loved too much flees the
heavyweight champion of the world; a teenage suicide tries to incite a lynch mob at her
funeral; a bitter Santa abuses the elves. David Sedaris made his debut on NPR's
Morning Edition with "SantaLand Diaries", recounting his strange-but-true experiences
as an elf at Macy's, and soon became one of the show's most popular commentators.
With a perfect eye and a voice infused with as much empathy as wit, Sedaris writes
stories and essays that target the soulful ridiculousness of our behavior. Barrel Fever is
like a blind date with modern life, and anything can happen.
In intimate and eloquent interviews, including the last he gave before his suicide, the
writer hailed by A.O. Scott of The New York Times as “the best mind of his generation”
considers the state of modern America, entertainment and discipline, adulthood,
literature, and his own inimitable writing style. In addition to Wallace’s last interview,
the volume features a conversation with Dave Eggers, a revealing Q&A with the
magazine of his alma mater Amherst, his famous Salon interview with Laura Miller
following the publication of Infinite Jest, and more. These conversations showcase and
illuminate the traits for which Wallace remains so beloved: his incomparable humility
and enormous erudition, his wit, sensitivity, and humanity. As he eloquently describes
his writing process and motivations, displays his curiosity by time and again turning the
tables on his interviewers, and delivers thoughtful, idiosyncratic views on literature,
politics, entertainment and discipline, and the state of modern America, a fuller picture
of this remarkable mind is revealed.
The Indignities of Coach Class, the Torments of Low Thread Count, the Never-Ending
Quest for Artisanal Olive Oil, and Other First World Problems David Rakoff’s collection
of autobiographical essays, Fraud, established him as one of our funniest, most
insightful writers. In Don’t Get Too Comfortable, Rakoff journeys into the land of plenty
that is contemporary North America. Rarely have greed, vanity, selfishness, and
vapidity been so mercilessly and wittily portrayed. Whether contrasting the elegance of
one of the last flights of the supersonic Concorde with the good times and chicken
wings of Hooters Air, portraying the rarified universe of Paris fashion shows where an
evening dress can cost as much as four years of college, or traveling to a private island
off the coast of Belize to watch a soft-core Playboy TV shoot, where he is provided with
his very own personal manservant, David Rakoff takes us on a bitingly funny grand tour
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of our culture of excess, delving into the manic getting and spending that defines the
North American way of life. Somewhere along the line, our healthy self-regard has
exploded into obliterating narcissism, and Rakoff is there to map that frontier. He sits
through the grotesqueries of “avant garde” vaudeville in Times Square immediately
following 9/11. Twenty days without food allows him to experience firsthand the
wonders of “detoxification,” and the frozen world of cryonics, whose promise of eternal
life is the ultimate status symbol, leaves him very cold indeed (much to our good
fortune). At once a Wildean satire of our ridiculous culture of overconsumption and a
plea for a little human decency, Don’t Get Too Comfortable is a bitingly funny grand
tour of our special circle of gilded-age hell.
Part noir, part psychedelic romp, all Thomas Pynchon—Private eye Doc Sportello
surfaces, occasionally, out of a marijuana haze to watch the end of an era In this lively
yarn, Thomas Pynchon, working in an unaccustomed genre that is at once exciting and
accessible, provides a classic illustration of the principle that if you can remember the
sixties, you weren't there. It's been a while since Doc Sportello has seen his exgirlfriend. Suddenly she shows up with a story about a plot to kidnap a billionaire land
developer whom she just happens to be in love with. It's the tail end of the psychedelic
sixties in L.A., and Doc knows that "love" is another of those words going around at the
moment, like "trip" or "groovy," except that this one usually leads to trouble. Undeniably
one of the most influential writers at work today, Pynchon has penned another
unforgettable book.
“Brilliant . . . The dean of American comic writers showcases his varied talents mocking
the public and private lives of politicians, average citizens and himself.”—The StarLedger Calvin Trillin has committed blatant acts of funniness all over the place—in The
New Yorker, in one-man off-Broadway shows, in his “deadline poetry” for The Nation,
in comic novels, and in what USA Today called “simply the funniest regular column in
journalism.” Now Trillin selects the best of his funny stuff and organizes it into topics
like high finance (“My long-term investment strategy has been criticized as being
entirely too dependent on Publishers Clearing House sweepstakes”) and the literary life
(“The average shelf life of a book is somewhere between milk and yogurt”). He
addresses the horrors of witnessing a voodoo economics ceremony and the mystery of
how his mother managed for thirty years to feed her family nothing but leftovers (“We
have a team of anthropologists in there now looking for the original meal”). He even
skewers deserving political figures in poetry. In this, the definitive collection of his
humor, Calvin Trillin is prescient, insightful, and invariably hilarious. “A literary treasure
. . . There is only one Calvin Trillin, and if he didn’t exist we would have to invent
him.”—The Washington Times “Funny is to Trillin what drinking is to Uncle Jed in Annie
Get Your Gun—it’s what he does ‘natur’lly.’ He’s also a lot more than funny. Quite
Enough of Calvin Trillin is the twenty-eighth book he’s published over not far short of a
half-century, and their range of subjects is remarkable.”—Jonathan Yardley, The
Washington Post “Trillin made his reputation over four decades as the author of ‘U.S.
Journal’ in the New Yorker [but he] is incapable of resisting the temptation of comedy.
The jokes kept on welling up and Mr. Trillin made a parallel reputation as a writer of
funny stuff.”—The Economist “Wry, whip-smart, understated, and entertaining.”—The
Miami Herald
"One of the funniest peole ever to tap tap on a PC." PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER Not
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since George Bush's memorable dinner with the Japanese prime minister has the Land
of the Rising Sun seen the likes of a goodwill ambassador like Dave Barry. Join him as
he belts out oldies in a karaoke bar, marries a geriatric geisha girl, takes his first bath in
public, bows to just about everyone, and explores culture shock in all its numerous
humorous forms, including: Failing to Learn Japanese in Only Five Minutes (Or: "Very
Much Good Morning, Sir!") ; Humor in Japan (Take My Tofu, Please!); Sports in Japan
("Yo, Batter! Loudly Make it Fly!"), and more.
That Kevin Smith? The guy who did “Clerks” a million years ago? Didn’t they bounce his fat
ass off a plane once? What could you possibly learn from the director of “Cop Out”? How
about this: he changed filmmaking forever when he was twenty-three, and since then, he’s
done whatever the hell he wants. He makes movies, writes comics, owns a store, and now
he’s built a podcasting empire with his friends and family, including a wife who’s way out of
his league. So here’s some tough shit: Kevin Smith has cracked the code. Or, he’s just
cracked. Tough Sh*t is the dirty business that Kevin has been digesting for 41 years and now,
he’s ready to put it in your hands. Smear this shit all over yourself, because this is your
blueprint (or brownprint) for success. Kev takes you through some big moments in his life to
help you live your days in as Gretzky a fashion as you can: going where the puck is gonna be.
Read all about how a zero like Smith managed to make ten movies with no discernible talent,
and how when he had everything he thought he’d ever want, he decided to blow up his own
career. Along the way, Kev shares stories about folks who inspired him (like George Carlin),
folks who befuddled him (like Bruce Willis), and folks who let him jerk off onto their legs (like
his beloved wife, Jen). So make this your daily reader. Hell, read it on the toilet if you want.
Just make sure you grab the bowl and push, because you’re about to take one Tough Sh*t.
By the author of Attempting Normal and host of the podcast WTF with Marc Maron, The
Jerusalem Syndrome is The Gospel according to Maron: a spiritual memoir of your average
hyperintelligent, ultraneurotic, superhip Jewish standup comedian and seeker. The Jerusalem
Syndrome is a genuine psychological phenomenon that often strikes visitors to the Holy
Land_the delusion that they are suddenly direct vessels for the voice of God. Marc Maron
seems to have a distinctly American version of the Jerusalem Syndrome, which has led him on
a lifelong quest for religious significance and revelation in the most unlikely of places. Maron
riffs on Beat phenomena with its sacred texts, established rituals, and prescribed pilgrimages.
He spends some time exploring the dark side of things, as his obsessions with cocaine (known
to Maron as “magic powder”), conspiracy theories, and famous self-destructive comedians
convince him that the gates of hell open beneath Los Angeles. As his quest matures, he
reveals the religious aspects of Corporate America, pontificating on the timeless beauty of the
Coca-Cola logo and even taking a trip to the Philip Morris cigarette factory, where the workers
puff their own products with a zealot-like fervor. The culmination of Maron’s Jerusalem
Syndrome comes during his own tour of the Holy Land, where, with Sony camcorder glued to
his eye socket, he comes face-to-face with his own ambiguous relationship to Judaism and
reaches the brink of spiritual revelation_or is it nervous breakdown? Marc Maron has
considerably adapted and expanded his praised one-man show to craft a genuine literary
memoir. Whether he’s a genuine prophet or a neurotic mess, he’ll make you laugh as you
question the meaning of life. “Marc Maron is blazingly smart, rapid-fire, and very funny . . . A
brilliant and relentless screed.” –David Rakoff, author of Fraud “Marc Maron is the first crazy
person I’ve ever envied. In his brainiac-memoir-meets-hilarious-travelogue, he demonstrates
the ability to tell a story with an extraordinary provocative intelligence that is regrettably shared
by few.” _ Janeane Garofolo, comedian
"I can't remember when I've learned as much from something I've read—or laughed as much
while doing it."—Jacob Weisberg, Slate Finally in paperback after six hardcover printings, this
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international bestseller is an encyclopedic A-Z masterpiece—the perfect introduction to the very
core of Western humanism. Clive James rescues, or occasionally destroys, the careers of
many of the greatest thinkers, humanists, musicians, artists, and philosophers of the twentieth
century. Soaring to Montaigne-like heights, Cultural Amnesia is precisely the book to burnish
these memories of a Western civilization that James fears is nearly lost.
Jean Shepherd was one of America’s favorite humorists, his most notable achievement being
the creation of the indefatigable Ralphie Parker and his quest for a BB gun in the holiday
classic A Christmas Story. But he was so much more, a comic Garrison Keillor–like figure
whose unique voice transcended the airwaves and affected a whole generation of nostalgic
Americans. The Ferrari in the Bedroom is Shepherd’s wry, affectionate look at the hang-ups
and delusions of Americans in the 1970s. From his sardonic assessment of fads such as the
nostalgia craze (“Thinking that the old days were good is a terrible sickness. Everything was
just as bad then as it is now.”) to a modest proposal for the foundation of S.P.L.A.T. (The
Society for the Prevention of the Leaving of Animal Turds), Jean Shepherd provides a
generous measure of his special brand of wise and warm humor as an antidote for some of
America’s more ridiculous obsessions.
In January of 2000, Rob Walker left a high-powered media job in New York, and with his
girlfriend, moved to New Orleans. Letters from New Orleans collects, in one volume, the
delightful and unsettling observations Walker sent to friends and fans about his intriguing new
life in New Orleans.
Presents a whimsical defense of pessimism that intersperses accounts of the author's own
experiences with wry observations on universal absurdities and injustices.
Roger Angell, the acclaimed New Yorker writer and editor, steps up with a selection of writings
that celebrate a view from the tenth decade of an engaged, vibrant life. Whether it's a Fourth of
July in rural Maine, the opening game of the 2015 World Series, editorial exchanges with John
Updike, a letter to a son, or his award-winning essay on aging, "This Old Man," what links the
pieces is Angell's unique perceptions and humor, his utter absence of self-pity, and his
appreciation of friends and colleagues encountered over a fruitful career unlike any other.
Written in side-splitting and often cringe-inducing detail, Paul Feig takes you in a time machine
to a world of bombardment by dodge balls, ill-fated prom dates, hellish school bus rides, and
other aspects of public school life that will keep you laughing in recognition and occasionally
sighing in relief that you aren’t him. Kick Me is a nostalgic trip for the inner geek in all of us.
In this deeply smart and sneakily poignant collection of essays, the bestselling author of Fraud
and Don’t Get Too Comfortable makes an inspired case for always assuming the
worst—because then you’ll never be disappointed. Whether he’s taking on pop culture
phenomena with Oscar Wilde-worthy wit or dealing with personal tragedy, Rakoff’s sharp
observations and humorist’s flair for the absurd will have you positively reveling in the
untapped power of negativity.
A wickedly funny collection of personal essays from popular NPR personality Sarah Vowell.
Hailed by Newsweek as a "cranky stylist with talent to burn," Vowell has an irresistible voice -caustic and sympathetic, insightful and double-edged -- that has attracted a loyal following for
her magazine writing and radio monologues on This American Life. While tackling subjects
such as identity, politics, religion, art, and history, these autobiographical tales are written with
a biting humor, placing Vowell solidly in the tradition of Mark Twain and Dorothy Parker. Vowell
searches the streets of Hoboken for traces of the town's favorite son, Frank Sinatra. She goes
under cover of heavy makeup in an investigation of goth culture, blasts cannonballs into a
hillside on a father-daughter outing, and maps her family's haunted history on a road trip down
the Trail of Tears. Take the Cannoli is an eclectic tour of the New World, a collection of
alternately hilarious and heartbreaking essays and autobiographical yarns.
Viral sensation and Emmy Award-winner Leslie Jordan regales fans with entertaining stories
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about the odd, funny, and unforgettable events in his life in this unmissable essay collection
that echoes his droll, irreverent voice. When actor Leslie Jordan learned he had “gone viral,”
he had no idea what that meant or how much his life was about to change. On Instagram, his
uproarious videos have entertained millions and have made him a global celebrity. Now, he
brings his bon vivance to the page with this collection of intimate and sassy essays. Bursting
with color and life, dripping with his puckish Southern charm, How Y’all Doing? is Leslie doing
what Leslie does best: telling stories that make us laugh and lift our spirits even in the darkest
days. Whether he’s writing about his brush with a group of ruffians in a West Hollywood
Starbucks, or an unexpected phone call from legendary Hollywood start Debbie Reynolds,
Leslie infuses each story with his fresh and saucy humor and pure heart. How Y’all Doing? is
an authentic, warm, and joyful portrait of an American Sweetheart— a Southern Baptist
celebutante, first-rate raconteur, and keen observer of the odd side of life whose quirky wit
rivals the likes of Amy Sedaris, Jenny Lawson, David Rakoff, and Sarah Vowell.
A musical tale of collegiate a cappella filled of high notes, high drama, and high jinks that
inspired the hit films Pitch Perfect and Pitch Perfect 2. Get ready to be pitch slapped. The roots
of unaccompanied vocal music stretch all the way back to Gregorian chants of the Middle
Ages, and collegiate a cappella is over a century old. But what was once largely an Ivy League
phenomenon has, in the past twenty years, exploded. And it’s not what you think. Though the
blue blazers and khakis may remain, a cappella groups at colleges across the country have
become downright funky. In Pitch Perfect, journalist Mickey Rapkin follows a season in a
cappella through all its twists and turns, covering the breathtaking displays of vocal talent, the
groupies (yes, there are a cappella groupies), the rock-star partying, and all the bitter rivalries.
Rapkin brings you into the world of collegiate a cappella characters—from movie-star looks and
celebrity-size egos to a troubled new singer with the megawatt voice. Including encounters with
a cappella alums like John Legend and Diane Sawyer and fans from Prince to presidents,
Rapkin shows that a cappella isn’t for the faint of heart—or lungs. Sure to strike a chord with
fans of Glee and The Sing-Off, this raucous story of a cappella rock stars shows that
sometimes, to get that perfect harmony, you have to embrace a little discord.
Jackie Under My Skin is a nuanced description of how Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis
transformed our definitions of personal identity and style. As Wayne Koestenbaum follows her
into America's dreamwork, far from pious "family values," he dares to see her as a pleasure
principle, a figure of Circean extravagance, and liberates her from the propagandistic uses to
which her image if often harnessed.
The bestselling author of Encyclopedia an Ordinary Life returns with a literary experience that
is unprecedented, unforgettable, and explosively human. Ten years after her beloved,
groundbreaking Encyclopedia of an Ordinary Life, #1 New York Times bestselling author Amy
Krouse Rosenthal delivers a book full of her distinct blend of nonlinear narrative, wistful
reflections, and insightful wit. It is a mighty, life-affirming work that sheds light on all the
ordinary and extraordinary ways we are connected. Like she did with Encyclopedia of an
Ordinary Life, Amy Krouse Rosenthal ingeniously adapts a standard format—a textbook, this
time—to explore life’s lessons and experiences into a funny, wise, and poignant work of art. Not
exactly a memoir, not just a collection of observations, Textbook Amy Krouse Rosenthal is a
beautiful exploration into the many ways we are connected on this planet and speaks to the
awe, bewilderment, and poignancy of being alive. “…a groundbreaking new twist on the
traditional literary experience… Textbook is a delightful collection of interesting scenarios that
directly point to life lessons. Rosenthal manages to spotlight grand moments and everyday
moments with equal curiosity, proving that it can be both a privilege — and petrifying — to peek
into one’s humanity.”—Associated Press “Rosenthal is a marvel… a talented storyteller with an
experimental flair for formatting… This engaging, playful, and clever glimpse into one woman’s
life offers lots of photographs, graphic illustrations, and diagrams, resulting in a book that will
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make readers smile as their notions of story delivery expand.” —Booklist
More information to be announced soon on this forthcoming title from Penguin USA
The late David Rakoff built a deserved reputation as one of the finest and funniest essayists at
work today. Written with humour, sympathy and tenderness, this intricately woven novel proves
him to be the master of an altogether different art form. This novel leaps cities and decades as
Rakoff, a Canadian who became an American citizen, sings the song of his adoptive homeland
- a country whose freedoms can be intoxicating, or brutal.

"R. Eric Thomas didn't know he was different until the world told him so. Everywhere he
went--whether it was his rich, mostly white, suburban high school, his conservative
black church, or his Ivy League college in a big city--he found himself on the outside
looking in. In essays by turns hysterical and heartfelt, Eric redefines what it means to be
an "other" through the lens of his own life experience. He explores the two worlds of his
childhood: the barren urban landscape where his parents' house was an anomalous
bright spot, and the verdant school they sent him to in white suburbia. He writes about
struggling to reconcile his Christian identity with his sexuality, about the exhaustion of
code-switching in college, accidentally getting famous on the internet (for the wrong
reason), and the surreal experience of covering the 2016 election as well as the seismic
change that came thereafter. Ultimately, Eric seeks the answer to the ever more
relevant question: Is the future worth it? Why do we bother when everything seems to
be getting worse? As the world continues to shift in unpredictable ways, Eric finds the
answers to these questions by re-envisioning what "normal" means, and in the powerful
alchemy that occurs when you at last place yourself at the center of your own story"-The grand finale of Karl Ove Knausgaard's masterful and intensely-personal series
about the four seasons, illustrated with paintings by the great German artist Anselm
Kiefer 2 June--It is completely dark out now. It is twenty-three minutes to midnight and
you have already slept for four hours. What you will dream of tonight, no one will ever
know. Even if you were to remember it when you wake up, you wouldn't have a
language in which to communicate it to us, nor do I think that you quite understand
what dreams are, I think that is still undefined for you, that your thoughts haven't
grasped it yet, and that it therefore lies within that strange zone where it neither exists
nor doesn't exist. The conclusion to one of the most extraordinary and original literary
projects in recent years, Summer once again intersperses short vividly descriptive
essays with emotionally-raw diary entries addressed directly to Knausgaard's newborn
daughter. Writing more expansively and, if it is possible, even more intimately and
unguardedly than in the previous three volumes, he mines with new depth his difficult
memories of his childhood and fraught relationship with his own father. Documenting
his family's life in rural Sweden and reflecting on a characteristically eclectic array of
subjects--mosquitoes, barbeques, cynicism, and skin, to name just a few--he braids the
various threads of the previous volumes into a moving conclusion. At his most
voluminous since My Struggle, his epic sensational series, Knausgaard writes for his
daughter, striving to make ready and give meaning to a world at once indifferent and
achingly beautiful. In his hands, the overwhelming joys and insoluble pains of family
and parenthood come alive with uncommon feeling.
Yet another collection of Barry wit and wisdom by the Pulitzer Prize-winning humorist
and the author of Dave Barry Turns 40.
As a middle child raised middle class and stuck out in the middle of Louisiana, hilarious
writer and actress Sarah Thyre often found her in–between existence far less than
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desirable. Even from a young age, Sarah found ways of shirking her own hated identity
— whether by stealing someone else's or lying about her own. She changed her name,
claimed to be a great outdoorsman, and solicited donations for her favorite charity —
which turned out to be, in fact, her. In addition, Sarah lived through the violent struggles
between her parents and their often troubled finances, and the stories with which she
emerged populate this charming memoir.
A frequent contributor to the New York Times magazine, Outside, Salon, and GQ, and
a regular on Public Radio International's "This American Life,"David Rakoff's debut
collection of essays is simultaneously laugh-out-loud funny and take-your-breath-away
poignant. David Rakoff is a fish out of water. Whether he finds himself on assignment
climbing Mount Monadnock in New Hampshire — donning a pair of Timberlands for his
trek, only to realize with horror that "the shoes I wouldn't be caught dead in might
actually turn out to be the shoes I am caught dead in." — sitting quietly impersonating
Sigmund Freud in a department store window...for a month, or musing on the unique
predicament of being undetectably Canadian in New York City ("...what's more spicy
than being Canadian, I ask you?"), Rakoff has a gift for exposing life's humour and
pathos. Fraud takes us places even we didn't know we wanted to go: expeditions as
varied as a search for elves in Iceland, a foray into soap opera acting, or contemplating
the gin-soaked olive at the bottom of a martini glass. With the sharpest of eyes, David
Rakoff explores the odd and ordinary events of life, spotting what is unique, funny and
absurd in the world around him. But for all its razor-sharp wit and snarky humor, Fraud
is also, ultimately, an object lesson in not taking life, or oneself, too seriously.
Bestselling and Thurber Prize–winning humorist David Rakoff was one of the most
original, delightfully acerbic voices of his generation. Here, in one place, is the best of
his previously uncollected material—most never before published in book form. David
Rakoff’s singular personality spills from every page of this witty and entertaining
volume, which includes travel features, early fiction works, pop culture criticism, and
transcripts of his most memorable appearances on public radio’s Fresh Air and This
American Life. These writings chart his transformation from fish out of water, meekly
arriving for college in 1982, to a proud New Yorker bluntly opining on how to walk
properly in the city. They show his unparalleled ability to capture the pleasures of
solitary pursuits like cooking and crafting, especially in times of trouble; as well as the
ups and downs in the life-span of a friendship, whether it is a real relationship or an
imaginary correspondence between Gregor Samsa and Dr. Seuss (co-authored with
Jonathan Goldstein). Also included is his novel-in-verse Love, Dishonor, Marry, Die,
Cherish, Perish. By turns hilarious, incisive and deeply moving, this collection highlights
the many facets of Rakoff’s huge talent and shows the arc of his remarkable career.
With a foreword by Paul Rudnick.
"Thoughtfully traces [Mara Wilson's] journey from child actress to Hollywood
dropout...Who is she now? She's a writer." —NPR's "Guide To 2016’s Great Reads"
“Growing up, I wanted to be Mara Wilson. Where Am I Now? is a delight.” —Ilana
Glazer, cocreator and star of Broad City Named a best book of the month by
GoodReads and Entertainment Weekly A former child actor best known for her starring
roles in Matilda and Mrs. Doubtfire, Mara Wilson has always felt a little young and out of
place: as the only kid on a film set full of adults, the first daughter in a house full of
boys, a Valley girl in New York and a neurotic in California, and a grown-up the world
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still remembers as a little girl. Tackling everything from what she learned about sex on
the set of Melrose Place, to discovering in adolescence that she was no longer “cute”
enough for Hollywood, these essays chart her journey from accidental fame to relative
(but happy) obscurity. They also illuminate universal struggles, like navigating love and
loss, and figuring out who you are and where you belong. Candid, insightful, moving,
and hilarious, Where Am I Now? introduces Mara Wilson as a brilliant new chronicler of
the experience that is growing up female.
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