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In her first novel since The Quick and the Dead (a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize),
the legendary writer takes us into an uncertain landscape after an environmental
apocalypse, a world in which only the man-made has value, but some still wish to
salvage the authentic. "She practices ... camouflage, except that instead of
adapting to its environment, Williams’s imagination, by remaining true to itself,
reveals new colorations in the ecology around her.” —A.O. Scott, The New York
Times Book Review Khristen is a teenager who, her mother believes, was
marked by greatness as a baby when she died for a moment and then came
back to life. After Khristen’s failing boarding school for gifted teens closes its
doors, and she finds that her mother has disappeared, she ranges across the
dead landscape and washes up at a “resort” on the shores of a mysterious,
putrid lake the elderly residents there call “Big Girl.” In a rotting honeycomb of
rooms, these old ones plot actions to punish corporations and people they
consider culpable in the destruction of the final scraps of nature’s beauty. What
will Khristen and Jeffrey, the precocious ten-year-old boy she meets there, learn
from this “gabby seditious lot, in the worst of health but with kamikaze hearts, an
army of the aged and ill, determined to refresh, through crackpot violence, a
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plundered earth”? Rivetingly strange and beautiful, and delivered with Williams’s
searing, deadpan wit, Harrow is their intertwined tale of paradise lost and of their
reasons—against all reasonableness—to try and recover something of it.
The agricultural world of Old Testament Israel swarmed with animals—birds,
insects, fish, pack animals, pets, animals for hunting, and domesticated herds of
sheep, goats, and cattle. Using information from the Bible, Ancient Near Eastern
documents, anthropology, and archaeology, Borowski synthesizes what we know
about the use of animals in biblical times for food, clothing, transportation, and
even cultic practices. This comprehensive catalog is a convenient desk resource
for any reader_whether biblical scholar, archaeology student, or layperson.
Essays on pastoral systems, cult, and agricultural economics, makes this also an
important tool for researchers.
Zelie Adebola remembers when the soil of Or sha hummed with magic. Burners
ignited flames, Tiders beckoned waves, and Zelie s Reaper mother summoned
forth souls. But everything changed the night magic disappeared. Under the
orders of a ruthless king, maji were killed, leaving Zelie without a mother and her
people without hope.
"Set in the steaming jungles of the ravaged West African country Sierra Leone,
this book shows how multiple countries were devastated by an international
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criminal enterprise led by Presidents Muammar Gadhafi of Libya, Charles Taylor
of Liberia, and Blasé Compare of Burkina Faso, with an assist from a vast
network of terrorists, including Al Qaeda, vying for the control of diamonds.
Following the creation of Special Court for Sierra Leone in 2004, a small band of
lawyers, investigators, and paralegals changed the face of international criminal
law with their innovative plan to effectively and efficiently deliver justice for the
tens of thousands of victims, most of them women and children, in the process
bringing down warlord-turned-president Charles Taylor of Liberia, the most
wanted man in the world. Drawn from the author's personal journals, this book is
the first ever detailed account written by a chief prosecutor of an international war
crimes tribunal. This book is the first such work to show how the rule of law is
more powerful than the rule of the gun-and provides the playbook for accounting
for similar horrors elsewhere"-The Epic of Gilgamesh is among the earliest surviving works of literature, with the
earliest versions dating from around the Third Dynasty of Ur in early Sumeria
(2150-2000 BC). Preserved in Cuneiform, the Epic was retold over the centuries,
and the most complete version was discovered in the ruins of the library palace
of the seventh century BC Assyrian king, Ashurbanipal. The Epic is most notable
as being the obvious source of the biblical story of Noah and the flood. The Epic
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tells the story of the king of Uruk, Gilgamesh, and his adventures with his
erstwhile foe and then friend, Enkidu. Together they journey to the Cedar
Mountain to defeat Humbaba, its monstrous guardian, then they kill the Bull of
Heaven, which the goddess Ishtar sends to punish Gilgamesh for spurning her
advances. As a punishment for these actions, the gods sentence Enkidu to
death. Gilgamesh then sets out to avoid his friend's fate and seek the secret to
eternal life, a quest in which he is ultimately thwarted. Contains original author's
preface and a new overview of the storyline. Contents Author's Preface Overview
of the Storyline of the Epic of Gilgamesh The First Tablet: Of the Tyranny of
Gilgamesh, and the Creation of Enkidu The Second Tablet: Of the Meeting of
Gilgamesh and Enkidu The Third Tablet: The Expedition to the Forest of Cedars
against Humbaba The Fourth Tablet: The Arrival at the Gate of the Forest The
Fifth Tablet: Of the Fight with Humbaba The Sixth Tablet: Of the Goddess Ishtar,
Who Fell In Love with the Hero after His Exploit against Humbaba The Seventh
Tablet: The Death of Enkidu The Eighth Tablet: Of the Mourning of Gilgamesh,
and What Came of It The Ninth Tablet: Gilgamesh in Terror of Death Seeks
Eternal Life The Tenth Tablet: How Gilgamesh Reached Uta-Napishtim The
Eleventh Tablet: The Flood The Twelfth Tablet: Gilgamesh, In Despair, Enquires
of the Dead
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A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! AS HEARD ON NPR MORNING EDITION
AND ON BEING WITH KRISTA TIPPETT “Katherine May opens up exactly what
I and so many need to hear but haven't known how to name.” —Krista Tippett, On
Being “Every bit as beautiful and healing as the season itself. . . . This is truly a
beautiful book.” —Elizabeth Gilbert "Proves that there is grace in letting go,
stepping back and giving yourself time to repair in the dark...May is a clear-eyed
observer and her language is steady, honest and accurate—capturing the sense,
the beauty and the latent power of our resting landscapes." —Wall Street Journal
An intimate, revelatory book exploring the ways we can care for and repair
ourselves when life knocks us down. Sometimes you slip through the cracks:
unforeseen circumstances like an abrupt illness, the death of a loved one, a
break up, or a job loss can derail a life. These periods of dislocation can be lonely
and unexpected. For May, her husband fell ill, her son stopped attending school,
and her own medical issues led her to leave a demanding job. Wintering explores
how she not only endured this painful time, but embraced the singular
opportunities it offered. A moving personal narrative shot through with lessons
from literature, mythology, and the natural world, May's story offers instruction on
the transformative power of rest and retreat. Illumination emerges from many
sources: solstice celebrations and dormice hibernation, C.S. Lewis and Sylvia
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Plath, swimming in icy waters and sailing arctic seas. Ultimately Wintering invites
us to change how we relate to our own fallow times. May models an active
acceptance of sadness and finds nourishment in deep retreat, joy in the hushed
beauty of winter, and encouragement in understanding life as cyclical, not linear.
A secular mystic, May forms a guiding philosophy for transforming the hardships
that arise before the ushering in of a new season.
Here are twelve deeply moving short stories from the perceptive pen of Cynthia
Rylant. Each captures the moment when someone's life changes -- when an
animal causes a human being to see things in a different way, and, perhaps,
changes his life.
One of the world’s most beloved and bestselling writers takes his ultimate
journey -- into the most intriguing and intractable questions that science seeks to
answer. In A Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson trekked the Appalachian Trail -- well,
most of it. In In A Sunburned Country, he confronted some of the most lethal
wildlife Australia has to offer. Now, in his biggest book, he confronts his greatest
challenge: to understand -- and, if possible, answer -- the oldest, biggest
questions we have posed about the universe and ourselves. Taking as territory
everything from the Big Bang to the rise of civilization, Bryson seeks to
understand how we got from there being nothing at all to there being us. To that
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end, he has attached himself to a host of the world’s most advanced (and often
obsessed) archaeologists, anthropologists, and mathematicians, travelling to
their offices, laboratories, and field camps. He has read (or tried to read) their
books, pestered them with questions, apprenticed himself to their powerful
minds. A Short History of Nearly Everything is the record of this quest, and it is a
sometimes profound, sometimes funny, and always supremely clear and
entertaining adventure in the realms of human knowledge, as only Bill Bryson
can render it. Science has never been more involving or entertaining.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “I come from a family forged by tragedies and bound by a
remarkable, unbreakable love,” Hunter Biden writes in this deeply moving memoir of addiction,
loss, and survival. When he was two years old, Hunter Biden was badly injured in a car
accident that killed his mother and baby sister. In 2015, he suffered the devastating loss of his
beloved big brother, Beau, who died of brain cancer at the age of forty-six. These hardships
were compounded by the collapse of his marriage and a years-long battle with drug and
alcohol addiction. In Beautiful Things, Hunter recounts his descent into substance abuse and
his tortuous path to sobriety. The story ends with where Hunter is today—a sober married man
with a new baby, finally able to appreciate the beautiful things in life.
"In 1963, thirteen-year-old Arthur is sentenced to community service helping the neighborhood
Junk Man after he throws a brick at the old man's head in a moment of rage, but the junk he
collects might be more important than he suspects. Inspired by the work of American folk artist
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James Hampton"-“Stories that both dazzle and edify… This book is not just about life, but about discovery itself. It
is about error and hubris, but also about wonder and the reach of science.” —Siddhartha
Mukherjee, New York Times Book Review We all assume we know what life is, but the more
scientists learn about the living world—from protocells to brains, from zygotes to pandemic
viruses—the harder they find it is to locate life’s edge. Carl Zimmer investigates one of the
biggest questions of all: What is life? The answer seems obvious until you try to seriously
answer it. Is the apple sitting on your kitchen counter alive, or is only the apple tree it came
from deserving of the word? If we can’t answer that question here on earth, how will we know
when and if we discover alien life on other worlds? The question hangs over some of society’s
most charged conflicts—whether a fertilized egg is a living person, for example, and when we
ought to declare a person legally dead. Life's Edge is an utterly fascinating investigation that no
one but one of the most celebrated science writers of our generation could craft. Zimmer
journeys through the strange experiments that have attempted to re-create life. Literally
hundreds of definitions of what that should look like now exist, but none has yet emerged as an
obvious winner. Lists of what living things have in common do not add up to a theory of life. It's
never clear why some items on the list are essential and others not. Coronaviruses have
altered the course of history, and yet many scientists maintain they are not alive. Chemists are
creating droplets that can swarm, sense their environment, and multiply. Have they made life in
the lab? Whether he is handling pythons in Alabama or searching for hibernating bats in the
Adirondacks, Zimmer revels in astounding examples of life at its most bizarre. He tries his own
hand at evolving life in a test tube with unnerving results. Charting the obsession with Dr.
Page 8/26

Read Book Every Living Thing Story In Tamil
Frankenstein's monster and how Coleridge came to believe the whole universe was alive,
Zimmer leads us all the way into the labs and minds of researchers working on engineering life
from the ground up.
The New York Times bestselling author of Wintering writes a life-affirming exploration of wild
landscapes, what it means to be different and, above all, how we can all learn to make peace
with our own unquiet minds . . . In anticipation of her 38th birthday, Katherine May set out to
walk the 630-mile South West Coast Path. She wanted time alone, in nature, to understand
why she had stopped coping with everyday life; why motherhood had been so overwhelming
and isolating; and why the world felt full of expectations she couldn't meet. She was also
reeling from a chance encounter with a voice on the radio that sparked her realisation that she
might be autistic. And so begins a trek along the ruggedly beautiful but difficult path by the sea
that takes readers through the alternatingly frustrating, funny, and enlightening experience of
re-awakening to the world around us… The Electricity of Every Living Thing sees Katherine
come to terms with that diagnosis leading her to re-evaluate her life so far — with a much
kinder, more forgiving eye. We bear witness to a new understanding that finally allows her to
be different rather than simply awkward, arrogant or unfeeling. The physical and psychological
journeys of this joyous and inspiring book become inextricably entwined, and as Katherine
finds her way across the untameable coast, we learn alongside her how to find our way back to
our own true selves.
While working at summer jobs in San Francisco, twins Sophie and Josh find themselves
caught up in the deadly, centuries-old struggle between rival alchemists, Nicholas Flamel and
John Dee, over the possession of an ancient and powerful book.
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"A distinguished veterinarian and animal behaviorist outlines a series of case studies with
domestic and exotic animals that demonstrate how perceiving the world from the perspectives
of animals can enrich human appreciation for life, improve relationships and reorder personal
values."
A collection of the author's stories for children, including "Moses the Kitten," "The Market
Square Dog," and "Smudge, the Little Lost Lamb."
The globetrotting naturalists of the eighteenth century were the geeks of their day: innovators
and explorers who lived at the intersection of science and commerce. Foremost among them
was Carl Linnaeus, a radical thinker who revolutionized biology. In What Linnaeus Saw, Karen
Magnuson Beil chronicles Linnaeus’s life and career in readable, relatable prose. As a boy,
Linnaeus hated school and had little interest in taking up the religious profession his family had
chosen. Though he struggled through Latin and theology classes, Linnaeus was an avid
student of the natural world and explored the school’s gardens and woods, transfixed by the
properties of different plants. At twenty-five, on a solo expedition to the Scandinavian
Mountains, Linnaeus documented and described dozens of new species. As a medical student
in Holland, he moved among leading scientific thinkers and had access to the best collections
of plants and animals in Europe. What Linnaeus found was a world with no consistent system
for describing and naming living things—a situation he methodically set about changing. The
Linnaean system for classifying plants and animals, developed and refined over the course of
his life, is the foundation of modern scientific taxonomy, and inspired and guided generations
of scientists. What Linnaeus Saw is rich with biographical anecdotes—from his attempt to
identify a mysterious animal given him by the king to successfully growing a rare and exotic
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banana plant in Amsterdam to debunking stories of dragons and phoenixes. Thoroughly
researched and generously illustrated, it offers a vivid and insightful glimpse into the life of one
of modern science’s founding thinkers.

Peopled by larger-than-life heroes and villains, charged with towering questions
of good and evil, Atlas Shrugged is Ayn Rand’s magnum opus: a philosophical
revolution told in the form of an action thriller—nominated as one of America’s
best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read. Who is John Galt? When
he says that he will stop the motor of the world, is he a destroyer or a liberator?
Why does he have to fight his battles not against his enemies but against those
who need him most? Why does he fight his hardest battle against the woman he
loves? You will know the answer to these questions when you discover the
reason behind the baffling events that play havoc with the lives of the amazing
men and women in this book. You will discover why a productive genius
becomes a worthless playboy...why a great steel industrialist is working for his
own destruction...why a composer gives up his career on the night of his
triumph...why a beautiful woman who runs a transcontinental railroad falls in love
with the man she has sworn to kill. Atlas Shrugged, a modern classic and Rand’s
most extensive statement of Objectivism—her groundbreaking philosophy—offers
the reader the spectacle of human greatness, depicted with all the poetry and
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power of one of the twentieth century’s leading artists.
A truly original book in every sense of the word, The Dictionary of Obscure
Sorrows poetically defines emotions that we all feel but don’t have the words to
express, until now—from the creator of the popular online project of the same
name. Have you ever wondered about the lives of each person you pass on the
street, realizing that everyone is the main character in their own story, each living
a life as vivid and complex as your own? That feeling has a name: “sonder.” Or
maybe you’ve watched a thunderstorm roll in and felt a primal hunger for
disaster, hoping it would shake up your life. That’s called “lachesism.” Or you
were looking through old photos and felt a pang of nostalgia for a time you’ve
never actually experienced. That’s “anemoia.” If you’ve never heard of these
terms before, that’s because they didn’t exist until John Koenig began his epic
quest to fill the gaps in the language of emotion. Born as a website in 2009, The
Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows has garnered widespread critical acclaim, inspired
TED talks, album titles, cocktails, and even tattoos. The Dictionary of Obscure
Sorrows “creates beautiful new words that we need but do not yet have,” says
John Green, bestselling author of The Fault in Our Stars. By turns poignant,
funny, and mind-bending, the definitions include whimsical etymologies drawn
from languages around the world, interspersed with otherworldly collages and
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lyrical essays that explore forgotten corners of the human condition—from
“astrophe,” the longing to explore beyond the planet Earth, to “zenosyne,” the
sense that time keeps getting faster. The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows is for
anyone who enjoys a shift in perspective, pondering the ineffable feelings that
make up our lives, which have far more in common than we think. With a
gorgeous package and beautifully illustrated throughout, this is the perfect gift for
creatives, word nerds, and people everywhere.
Critically acclaimed when it was first published, Tuck Everlasting has become a
much-loved, well-studied modern-day classic. This anniversary edition features
an in-depth interview conducted by Betsy Hearne in which Natalie Babbitt takes a
look at Tuck Everlasting twenty-five years later. What if you could live forever? Is
eternal life a blessing or a curse? That is what young Winnie Foster must decide
when she discovers a spring on her family’s property whose waters grant
immortality. Members of the Tuck family, having drunk from the spring, tell
Winnie of their experiences watching life go by and never growing older. But then
Winnie must decide whether or not to keep the Tucks’ secret—and whether or not
to join them on their never-ending journey. Praise for Tuck Everlasting by Natalie
Babbitt: “A fearsome and beautifully written book that can't be put down or
forgotten.” —The New York Times “Exciting and excellently written.” —The New
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York Times Book Review “With its serious intentions and light touch the story is,
like the Tucks, timeless.” —Chicago Sun-Times “Probably the best work of our
best children's novelist.” —Harper's “Natalie Babbitt's great skill is spinning
fantasy with the lilt and sense of timeless wisdom of the old fairy tales. . . . It
lingers on, haunting your waking hours, making you ponder.” —The Boston Globe
“This book is as shapely, crisp, sweet, and tangy as a summer-ripe pear.”
—Entertainment Weekly This title has Common Core connections.
The Oldest Living Things in the World is an epic journey through time and space.
Over the past decade, artist Rachel Sussman has researched, worked with
biologists, and traveled the world to photograph continuously living organisms
that are 2,000 years old and older. Spanning from Antarctica to Greenland, the
Mojave Desert to the Australian Outback, the result is a stunning and unique
visual collection of ancient organisms unlike anything that has been created in
the arts or sciences before, insightfully and accessibly narrated by Sussman
along the way. Her work is both timeless and timely, and spans disciplines,
continents, and millennia. It is underscored by an innate environmentalism and
driven by Sussman’s relentless curiosity. She begins at “year zero,” and looks
back from there, photographing the past in the present. These ancient individuals
live on every continent and range from Greenlandic lichens that grow only one
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centimeter a century, to unique desert shrubs in Africa and South America, a
predatory fungus in Oregon, Caribbean brain coral, to an 80,000-year-old colony
of aspen in Utah. Sussman journeyed to Antarctica to photograph 5,500-year-old
moss; Australia for stromatolites, primeval organisms tied to the oxygenation of
the planet and the beginnings of life on Earth; and to Tasmania to capture a
43,600-year-old self-propagating shrub that’s the last individual of its kind. Her
portraits reveal the living history of our planet—and what we stand to lose in the
future. These ancient survivors have weathered millennia in some of the world’s
most extreme environments, yet climate change and human encroachment have
put many of them in danger. Two of her subjects have already met with untimely
deaths by human hands. Alongside the photographs, Sussman relays fascinating
– and sometimes harrowing – tales of her global adventures tracking down her
subjects and shares insights from the scientists who research them. The oldest
living things in the world are a record and celebration of the past, a call to action
in the present, and a barometer of our future.
Aylmer is a brilliant and recognized scientist and philosopher who drops his focus
from his career and experiments to marry the beautiful Georgiana (who is
physically perfect except for a small red birthmark in the shape of a hand on her
cheek).As the story progresses, Aylmer becomes unnaturally obsessed with the
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birthmark on Georgiana's cheek. One night, he dreams of cutting the birthmark
out of his wife's cheek (removing it like scraping the skin from an apple) and then
continuing all the way to her heart. He does not remember this dream until
Georgiana asks about what his sleep-talking meant. When Aylmer remembers
the details of his dream, Georgiana declares that she would rather risk her life
having the birthmark removed from her cheek than to continue to endure
Aylmer's horror and distress that comes upon him when he sees her.The
following day, Aylmer deliberates and then decides to take Georgiana to the
apartments where he keeps a laboratory. He glances at Georgiana casually and
normally but can't help but shudder violently at seeing her imperfection; Aylmer's
reaction causes her to faint. When she awakens, he treats her warmly and
comforts her with some of his scientific concoctions but when he attempts to take
a portrait of her, the image is blurred save for her birthmark revealing the disgust
he has of it.He experiments some more and describes some of the successes to
her but as he questions how she is feeling, Georgiana begins to suspect that
Aylmer has been experimenting on her the entire time without her knowledge and
consent. One day, she follows him into his laboratory, and on seeing her there,
Aylmer accuses her of not trusting him and says that having her birthmark in the
room will foil his efforts. She professes complete trust in him but demands that he
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inform her of his experiments. He agrees and reveals that his current experiment
is his last attempt to remove the birthmark, and Georgiana vows to take the
potion, regardless of any danger it poses to her.
An ethologist shows man to be a gene machine whose world is one of savage
competition and deceit
Detailing the adventures of a supernatural clan of vampires, witches, and
assorted monstrosities, Ray Bradbury’s Elliott family stories are a unique
component of his extensive literary output. Written between 1946 and 1994,
Bradbury eventually quilted the stories together into a novel, From the Dust
Returned (2001), making it a creative project that spanned his adult life. Not only
do the stories focus on a single familial unit, engaging with overlapping twentiethcentury themes of family, identity and belonging, they were also unique in their
time, interrogating post-war American ideologies of domestic unity while
reinventing and softening gothic horror for the Baby Boomer generation. Centred
around diverse interpretations of the Elliott Family stories, this collection of critical
essays recovers the Elliotts for academic purposes by exploring how they form a
collective gothic mythos while ranging across distinct themes. Essays included
discuss the diverse ways in which the Elliott stories pose questions about
difference and Otherness in America; engage with issues of gender, sexuality,
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and adolescence; and interrogate complex discourses surrounding history,
identity, community, and the fantasy of family.
When a storm separates Stumpy the squirrel from her newborn babies, her
animal friends come to the rescue.
Concepts of Biology is designed for the single-semester introduction to biology
course for non-science majors, which for many students is their only college-level
science course. As such, this course represents an important opportunity for
students to develop the necessary knowledge, tools, and skills to make informed
decisions as they continue with their lives. Rather than being mired down with
facts and vocabulary, the typical non-science major student needs information
presented in a way that is easy to read and understand. Even more importantly,
the content should be meaningful. Students do much better when they
understand why biology is relevant to their everyday lives. For these reasons,
Concepts of Biology is grounded on an evolutionary basis and includes exciting
features that highlight careers in the biological sciences and everyday
applications of the concepts at hand.We also strive to show the
interconnectedness of topics within this extremely broad discipline. In order to
meet the needs of today's instructors and students, we maintain the overall
organization and coverage found in most syllabi for this course. A strength of
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Concepts of Biology is that instructors can customize the book, adapting it to the
approach that works best in their classroom. Concepts of Biology also includes
an innovative art program that incorporates critical thinking and clicker questions
to help students understand--and apply--key concepts.
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER "If there's one book you pick up
this summer, make it this one." - Washington Post "A wise and intimate book
about a solitary woman, a biologist by training, who befriends a fox." - Yann
Martel, author of Life of Pi Catherine Raven has lived alone since the age of 15.
After finishing her PhD in biology, she built herself a tiny cottage on an isolated
plot of land in Montana, in a place as far away from other people as possible.
She viewed the house as a way station, a temporary rest stop where she could
gather her nerves and fill out applications for what she hoped would be a real job
that would help her fit into society. Then one day she realises she has company:
a mangy-looking fox who starts showing up at her house every afternoon at
4.15pm. She has never had a visitor before. How do you even talk to a fox? She
brings out her camping chair, sits as close to him as she dares, and begins
reading to him from The Little Prince. Her scientific training has taught her not to
anthropomorphise animals, yet as she grows to know him, his personality reveals
itself and the two form a powerful bond - shaken only when natural disaster
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threatens to destroy their woodland refuge. Fox and I is a story of survival and
transformation, a captivating tale of a friendship between two species in a shared
habitat, battling against the uncontainable forces of nature on one side and
humanity on the other - immersive, original and utterly unforgettable.
A glorious, sweeping novel of desire, ambition, and the thirst for knowledge, from
the # 1 New York Times bestselling author of Eat Pray Love, Big Magic, and City
of Girls In The Signature of All Things, Elizabeth Gilbert returns to fiction,
inserting her inimitable voice into an enthralling story of love, adventure and
discovery. Spanning much of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the novel
follows the fortunes of the extraordinary Whittaker family as led by the
enterprising Henry Whittaker—a poor-born Englishman who makes a great fortune
in the South American quinine trade, eventually becoming the richest man in
Philadelphia. Born in 1800, Henry’s brilliant daughter, Alma (who inherits both
her father’s money and his mind), ultimately becomes a botanist of considerable
gifts herself. As Alma’s research takes her deeper into the mysteries of
evolution, she falls in love with a man named Ambrose Pike who makes
incomparable paintings of orchids and who draws her in the exact opposite
direction—into the realm of the spiritual, the divine, and the magical. Alma is a
clear-minded scientist; Ambrose a utopian artist—but what unites this unlikely
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couple is a desperate need to understand the workings of this world and the
mechanisms behind all life. Exquisitely researched and told at a galloping pace,
The Signature of All Things soars across the globe—from London to Peru to
Philadelphia to Tahiti to Amsterdam, and beyond. Along the way, the story is
peopled with unforgettable characters: missionaries, abolitionists, adventurers,
astronomers, sea captains, geniuses, and the quite mad. But most memorable of
all, it is the story of Alma Whittaker, who—born in the Age of Enlightenment, but
living well into the Industrial Revolution—bears witness to that extraordinary
moment in human history when all the old assumptions about science, religion,
commerce, and class were exploding into dangerous new ideas. Written in the
bold, questing spirit of that singular time, Gilbert’s wise, deep, and spellbinding
tale is certain to capture the hearts and minds of readers.
Cynthia Rylant and Brendan Wenzel explore the beauty and tenacity of life. Life
begins small, then grows… There are so many wonderful things about life, both in
good times and in times of struggle. Through the eyes of the world’s
animals—including elephants, monkeys, whales, and more—Cynthia Rylant offers
a moving meditation on finding beauty around us every day and finding strength
in adversity. Brendan Wenzel’s stunning landscapes and engaging creatures
make this an inspiring and intriguing gift for readers of all ages.
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“A free-wheeling vehicle . . . an unforgettable ride!”—The New York Times Cat’s
Cradle is Kurt Vonnegut’s satirical commentary on modern man and his
madness. An apocalyptic tale of this planet’s ultimate fate, it features a midget
as the protagonist, a complete, original theology created by a calypso singer, and
a vision of the future that is at once blackly fatalistic and hilariously funny. A book
that left an indelible mark on an entire generation of readers, Cat’s Cradle is one
of the twentieth century’s most important works—and Vonnegut at his very best.
“[Vonnegut is] an unimitative and inimitable social satirist.”—Harper’s Magazine
“Our finest black-humorist . . . We laugh in self-defense.”—Atlantic Monthly
The highs and lows of being a vet in the Yorkshire Dales are perfectly captured in
James Herriot's All Creatures Great and Small which contains If Only They Could
Talk and It Shouldn't Happen to a Vet.
The hidden brain is the voice in our ear when we make the most important
decisions in our lives—but we’re never aware of it. The hidden brain decides
whom we fall in love with and whom we hate. It tells us to vote for the white
candidate and convict the dark-skinned defendant, to hire the thin woman but pay
her less than the man doing the same job. It can direct us to safety when disaster
strikes and move us to extraordinary acts of altruism. But it can also be
manipulated to turn an ordinary person into a suicide terrorist or a group of
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bystanders into a mob. In a series of compulsively readable narratives, Shankar
Vedantam journeys through the latest discoveries in neuroscience, psychology,
and behavioral science to uncover the darkest corner of our minds and its
decisive impact on the choices we make as individuals and as a society. Filled
with fascinating characters, dramatic storytelling, and cutting-edge science, this is
an engrossing exploration of the secrets our brains keep from us—and how they
are revealed.
A tiny American town's plans for radical self-government overlooked one hairy
detail: no one told the bears. Once upon a time, a group of libertarians got
together and hatched the Free Town Project, a plan to take over an American
town and completely eliminate its government. In 2004, they set their sights on
Grafton, NH, a barely populated settlement with one paved road. When they
descended on Grafton, public funding for pretty much everything shrank: the fire
department, the library, the schoolhouse. State and federal laws became meek
suggestions, scarcely heard in the town's thick wilderness. The anything-goes
atmosphere soon caught the attention of Grafton's neighbors: the bears.
Freedom-loving citizens ignored hunting laws and regulations on food disposal.
They built a tent city in an effort to get off the grid. The bears smelled food and
opportunity. A Libertarian Walks Into a Bear is the sometimes funny, sometimes
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terrifying tale of what happens when a government disappears into the woods.
Complete with gunplay, adventure, and backstabbing politicians, this is the
ultimate story of a quintessential American experiment -- to live free or die,
perhaps from a bear.
The #1 New York Times–bestselling author of All Creatures Great and Small reflects on the
rewards of training the next generation of veterinarians. As an aging James Herriot begins to
see more house pets than livestock, the challenge of treating animals—and reassuring their
owners—provides plenty of excitement, mystery, and moments of sheer delight. After building
up his own practice, the renowned country vet begins to teach a new generation about a
business both old-fashioned and very modern. He watches with pride as his own children show
a knack for medicine, and remarks on the talents and quirks of a string of assistants. There is
no perfecting the craft, since people and their animals are all remarkably different, but Herriot
proves that the best healers are also the most compassionate.
Popular science at its most exciting: the breaking new world of chronobiology - understanding
the rhythm of life in humans and all plants and animals. The entire natural world is full of
rhythms. The early bird catches the worm -and migrates to an internal calendar. Dormice
hibernate away the winter. Plants open and close their flowers at the same hour each day.
Bees search out nectar-rich flowers day after day. There are cicadas that can breed for only
two weeks every 17 years. And in humans: why are people who work anti-social shifts more
illness prone and die younger? What is jet-lag and can anything help? Why do teenagers
refuse to get up in the morning, and are the rest of us really 'larks' or 'owls'? Why are most
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people born (and die) between 3am-5am? And should patients be given medicines (and
operations) at set times of day, because the body reacts so differently in the morning, evening
and at night? The answers lie in our biological clocks the mechanisms which give order to all
living things. They impose a structure that enables us to change our behaviour in relation to the
time of day, month or year. They are reset at sunrise and sunset each day to link astronomical
time with an organism's internal time.
The publication of the King James version of the Bible, translated between 1603 and 1611,
coincided with an extraordinary flowering of English literature and is universally acknowledged
as the greatest influence on English-language literature in history. Now, world-class literary
writers introduce the book of the King James Bible in a series of beautifully designed, smallformat volumes. The introducers' passionate, provocative, and personal engagements with the
spirituality and the language of the text make the Bible come alive as a stunning work of
literature and remind us of its overwhelming contemporary relevance.
“If you have any interest in life beyond your own, you should read this book.” —Paul R. Ehrlich,
author of The Dominant Animal Biologist Rob Dunn’s Every Little Thing is the story of man’s
obsessive quest to catalog life, from nanobacteria to new monkeys. In the tradition of E.O.
Wilson, this engaging and fascinating work of popular science follows humanity’s unending
quest to discover every living thing in our natural world—from the unimaginably small in the
most inhospitable of places on earth to the unimaginably far away in the unexplored canals on
Mars.
The hunt for a dinosaur skeleton buried in the Badlands, bitter rivalries, and a forbidden
romance come together in this beautifully written new novel that’s Romeo and Juliet meets
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Indiana Jones. Somewhere in the Badlands, embedded deep in centuries-buried rock and
sand, lies the skeleton of a massive dinosaur, larger than anything the late nineteenth century
world has ever seen. Some legends call it the Black Beauty, with its bones as black as ebony,
but to seventeen-year-old Samuel Bolt it’s the “rex”, the king dinosaur that could put him and
his struggling, temperamental archaeologist father in the history books (and conveniently make
his father forget he’s been kicked out of school), if they can just quarry it out. But Samuel and
his father aren’t the only ones after the rex. For Rachel Cartland this find could be her ticket to
a different life, one where her loves of science and adventure aren’t just relegated to books
and sitting rooms. Because if she can’t prove herself on this expedition with her professor
father, the only adventures she may have to look forward to are marriage or spinsterhood. As
their paths cross and the rivalry between their fathers becomes more intense, Samuel and
Rachel are pushed closer together. And with both eyeing the same prize, their budding
romance seems destined to fail. But as danger looms on the other side of the hills, causing
everyone’s secrets to come to light, Samuel and Rachel are forced to make a decision. Can
they join forces to find their quarry—and with it a new life together—or will old enmities and
prejudices keep them from both the rex and each other?
A horse of nineteenth century England tells his life story from his early home through many
masters and experiences, both good and bad.
A poetic celebration of the creatures of the earth, from spiders dangling in their webs to owls
hooting and hunting out of sight, asks that we respect and care for each of them in their natural
environments. Children's BOMC.
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