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Documents the cultural revolution behind the making
of 1967's five Best Picture-nominated films, including
Guess Who's Coming to Dinner, The Graduate,
Doctor Doolittle, In the Heat of the Night, and Bonnie
and Clyde, in an account that discusses how the
movies reflected period beliefs about race, violence,
and identity. 40,000 first printing.
Seeing is Believing is a provocative, shrewd, witty
look at the Hollywood fifties movies we all love-or
love to hate-and the thousand subtle ways they
reflect the political tensions of the decade. Peter
Biskind, former executive editor of Premiere, is one
of our most astute cultural critics. Here he
concentrates on the films everybody saw but nobody
really looked at--classics like Giant, On the
Waterfront, Rebel Without a Cause, and Invasion of
the Body Snatchers--and shows us how movies that
appear to be politically innocent in fact carry an
ideological burden. As we see organization men and
rugged individualists, housewives and career
women, cops and doctors, teen angels and teenage
werewolves fight it out across the screen from
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suburbia to the farthest reaches of the cosmos, we
understand that we have been watching one long
dispute about how to be a man, a woman, an
American--the conflicts of the period in action. A
work of brilliant analysis and meticulous conception,
Seeing Is Believing offers fascinating insights into
how to read films of any era.
The long-awaited memoir from the Academy
Award–winning director of such legendary films as
The French Connection, The Exorcist, and To Live
and Die in LA, The Friedkin Connection takes
readers from the streets of Chicago to the suites of
Hollywood and from the sixties to today, with
autobiographical storytelling as fast-paced and
intense as any of the auteur's films. William Friedkin,
maverick of American cinema, offers a candid look at
Hollywood, when traditional storytelling gave way to
the rebellious and alternative; when filmmakers like
him captured the paranoia and fear of a nation
undergoing a cultural nervous breakdown. The
Friedkin Connection includes 16 pages of black-andwhite photographs.
When the low-budget biker movie Easy Rider
shocked Hollywood with its success in 1969, a new
Hollywood era was born. This was an age when
talented young filmmakers such as Scorsese,
Coppola, and Spielberg, along with a new breed of
actors, including De Niro, Pacino, and Nicholson,
became the powerful figures who would make such
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modern classics as The Godfather, Chinatown, Taxi
Driver, and Jaws. Easy Riders, Raging Bulls follows
the wild ride that was Hollywood in the '70s -- an
unabashed celebration of sex, drugs, and rock 'n' roll
(both onscreen and off) and a climate where
innovation and experimentation reigned supreme.
Based on hundreds of interviews with the directors
themselves, producers, stars, agents, writers, studio
executives, spouses, and ex-spouses, this is the full,
candid story of Hollywood's last golden age.
MARTIN SCORSESE ON DRUGS: "I did a lot of
drugs because I wanted to do a lot, I wanted to push
all the way to the very very end, and see if I could
die." DENNIS HOPPER ON EASY RIDER: "The
cocaine problem in the United States is really
because of me. There was no cocaine before Easy
Rider on the street. After Easy Rider, it was
everywhere." GEORGE LUCAS ON STAR WARS:
"Popcorn pictures have always ruled. Why do people
go see them? Why is the public so stupid? That's not
my fault."
In 1969 a man walked upon the moon, the
Woodstock music festival was held in upstate New
York, Richard Nixon was sworn in as the president of
the United States, the Beatles made their last public
appearance, as did, after a fashion, Judy Garland,
Dwight D. Eisenhower, Boris Karloff, Joseph P.
Kennedy, and Jack Kerouac, all of whom passed
away that year. Something else passed away that
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year as well. In early July, just days before the moon
landing, a low-budget exploitation movie, EasyRider,
was released. It’s astonishing and wholly
unexpected success almost single-handedly
destroyed the Hollywood studio system which had
been controlling the entertainment industry for half a
century. Its success would ultimately change the way
movies would be made, and who made them, as well
as how those movies looked and sounded, and
which audiences those movies would be made for.
Additionally, the film’s innovative techniques;
including extensive location shooting, unexplained
editing juxtapositions, improvised dialogue, and
innovative use of popular music, would change the
vocabulary and language of cinema forever. Easy
Rider: 50 Years of Looking for America will tell the
story of Easy Rider on the fiftieth anniversary of its
explosive release. Through published interviews,
previously undiscovered archival materials, and new
reflections by the participants, the whole story of
Hollywood’s first true counterculture movie will be
revealed for the first time ever.
“The Hollywood memoir that tells all . . . Sex. Drugs.
Greed. Why, it sounds just like a movie.”—The New
York Times Every memoir claims to bare it all, but
Julia Phillips’s actually does. This is an addictive,
gloves-off exposé from the producer of the classic
films The Sting, Taxi Driver, and Close Encounters
of the Third Kind—and the first woman ever to win an
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Academy Award for Best Picture—who made her
name in Hollywood during the halcyon seventies and
the yuppie-infested eighties and lived to tell the tale.
Wickedly funny and surprisingly moving, You’ll
Never Eat Lunch in This Town Again takes you on a
trip through the dream-manufacturing capital of the
world and into the vortex of drug addiction and rehab
on the arm of one who saw it all, did it all, and took
her leave. Praise for You'll Never Eat Lunch in This
Town Again “One of the most honest books ever
written about one of the most dishonest towns ever
created.”—The Boston Globe “Gossip too hot for
even the National Enquirer . . . Julia Phillips is not so
much Hollywood’s Boswell as its Dante.”—Los
Angeles Magazine “A blistering look at La La
Land.”—USA Today “One of the nastiest, tastiest tellalls in showbiz history.”—People
Examines the impact upon Hollywood of the
generation of filmmakers from the 1960s to the
1980s
In this compulsively readable and constantly
surprising book, Peter Biskind, the author of the film
classics Easy Riders, Raging Bulls and Down and
Dirty Pictures, writes the most intimate, revealing,
and balanced biography ever of Hollywood legend
Warren Beatty. Famously a playboy, Beatty has also
been one of the most ambitious and successful stars
in Hollywood. Several Beatty films have passed the
test of time, from Bonnie and Clyde to Shampoo,
Page 5/25

Access Free Easy Riders Raging Bulls How The
Sex Drugs And Rock N Roll Generation Saved
Hollywood By Peter Biskind April 4 1999
Heaven Can Wait, Reds (for which he won the best
director Oscar), Bugsy, and Bulworth. Few filmgoers
realize that along with Orson Welles, Beatty is the
only person ever nominated for four Academy
Awards for a single film -- and unlike Welles, Beatty
did it twice. Biskind shows how Beatty used star
power, commercial success, savvy, and charm to
bend Hollywood moguls to his will. Beatty's private
life has been the subject of gossip for decades, and
Star confirms his status as Hollywood's leading man
in the bedroom, describing his affairs with Joan
Collins, Natalie Wood, Leslie Caron and Madonna,
among many others. Biskind explains how Beatty
exercised unique control, often hiring screenwriters
out of his own pocket, producing, directing, and
acting in his own films. He was arguably one of the
most successful and creative figures in Hollywood
during the second half of the twentieth century, and
in this fascinating biography, Warren Beatty comes
to life -- complete with excesses and achievements
-- as never before.
The easy riders, the raging bulls, the divas of the
silver screen; the premieres, the hot affairs, and the
Hollywood Dream.
The legendary figure who launched the careers of
Spike Lee, Michael Moore, and Richard Linklater
offers a no-holds-barred look at the deals and details
that propel an indie film from a dream to distribution.
For the thirtieth anniversary of its premiere comes
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the vivid and immersive history behind Martin
Scorsese’s signature film Goodfellas, hailed by
critics as the greatest mob movie ever made. When
Goodfellas first hit the theatres in 1990, a classic
was born. Few could anticipate the unparalleled
influence it would have on pop culture, one that
would inspire future filmmakers and redefine the
gangster picture as we know it today. From the rush
of grotesque violence in the opening scene to the
iconic hilarity of Joe Pesci’s endlessly quoted
“Funny how?” shtick, it’s little wonder the film is
widely regarded as a mainstay in contemporary
cinema. In the first ever behind-the-scenes story of
Goodfellas, film critic Glenn Kenny chronicles the
making and afterlife of the film that introduced
America to the real modern gangster—brutal,
ruthless, yet darkly appealing, the villain we can’t
get enough of. Featuring interviews with the film’s
major players, including Martin Scorsese and Robert
De Niro, Made Men shines a light on the lives and
stories wrapped up in the Goodfellas universe, and
why its enduring legacy is still essential to charting
the trajectory of American culture thirty years later.
From the New York Times bestselling author of Fifth
Avenue, Five A.M. and Fosse comes the revelatory
account of the making of a modern American
masterpiece Chinatown is the Holy Grail of 1970s
cinema. Its twist ending is the most notorious in
American film and its closing line of dialogue the
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most haunting. Here for the first time is the incredible
true story of its making. In Sam Wasson's telling, it
becomes the defining story of the most colorful
characters in the most colorful period of Hollywood
history. Here is Jack Nicholson at the height of his
powers, as compelling a movie star as there has
ever been, embarking on his great, doomed love
affair with Anjelica Huston. Here is director Roman
Polanski, both predator and prey, haunted by the
savage death of his wife, returning to Los Angeles,
the scene of the crime, where the seeds of his own
self-destruction are quickly planted. Here is the
fevered dealmaking of "The Kid" Robert Evans, the
most consummate of producers. Here too is Robert
Towne's fabled script, widely considered the greatest
original screenplay ever written. Wasson for the first
time peels off layers of myth to provide the true
account of its creation. Looming over the story of this
classic movie is the imminent eclipse of the '70s
filmmaker-friendly studios as they gave way to the
corporate Hollywood we know today. In telling that
larger story, The Big Goodbye will take its place
alongside classics like Easy Riders, Raging Bulls
and The Devil's Candy as one of the great movieworld books ever written. Praise for Sam Wasson:
"Wasson is a canny chronicler of old Hollywood and
its outsize personalities...More than that, he
understands that style matters, and, like his subjects,
he has a flair for it." - The New Yorker "Sam Wasson
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is a fabulous social historian because he finds
meaning in situations and stories that would
otherwise be forgotten if he didn't sleuth them out,
lovingly." - Hilton Als
"I would number Moving Places among a handful of
truly classic books about film."—James Naremore,
author of Acting in the Cinema
A chronicle of the massive transformation in
Hollywood since the turn of the century and the huge
changes yet to come, drawing on interviews with key
players, as well as documents from the 2014 Sony
hack
In this compulsively readable and constantly
surprising book, Peter Biskind, the author of the film
classics "Easy Riders, Raging Bulls" and "Down and
Dirty Pictures," writes the most intimate, revealing,
and balanced biography ever of Hollywood legend
Warren Beatty.
The behind-the-scenes story of the iconic funnymen
who ruled '80s Hollywood—Bill Murray, Steve Martin,
Chevy Chase, John Belushi, Dan Aykroyd, and
Eddie Murphy—and the beloved films that made them
stars, including Animal House, Caddyshack, and
Ghostbusters NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS
OF THE YEAR BY NEW YORK “An enjoyable romp
that vividly captures the manic ups and downs of the
remarkable group of funny folk who gave us a
golden age of small and big screen comedy, from
SNL to Groundhog Day.”—Peter Biskind, author of
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Easy Riders, Raging Bulls Wild and Crazy Guys
opens in 1978 with Chevy Chase and Bill Murray
taking bad-tempered swings at each other backstage
at Saturday Night Live, and closes 21 years later
with the two doing a skit in the same venue, poking
fun at each other, their illustrious careers, triumphs
and prat falls. In between, Nick de Semlyen takes us
on a trip through the tumultuous '80s, delving behind
the scenes of movies such as National Lampoon's
Vacation, Beverly Hills Cop, The Blues Brothers,
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, and dozens more.
Chronicling the off-screen, larger-than-life antics of
Bill Murray, Chevy Chase, Steve Martin, Dan
Aykroyd, Eddie Murphy, John Belushi, John Candy,
and Rick Moranis, it's got drugs, sex, punch-ups,
webbed toes, and Bill Murray being pushed into a
swimming pool by Hunter S. Thompson while tied to
a lawn chair. What's not to like? Based on candid
interviews from many of the stars themselves, as
well as those in their immediate orbit, including
directors John Landis, Carl Reiner, and Amy
Heckerling, Wild and Crazy Guys is a fantastic
insider account of the friendships, feuds, triumphs,
and disasters experienced by these beloved
comedians. Hilarious and revealing, it is both a
hidden history of the most fertile period ever for
screen comedy and a celebration of some of the
most popular films of all time. Praise for Wild and
Crazy Guys “Eminently readable . . . Children of the
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1980s, take note: this is a fond, engrossing look
back at the making of movies that became cultural
touchstones.”—Booklist (starred review) “Nick de
Semlyen smartly charts the pinballing career paths
of the stars of this new comic wave. . . . His punchy,
nonstop narrative . . . tells a [story] where art and
commerce smash hard against each other,
sometimes causing destruction, but sometimes
making sparks fly.”—The Sunday Times (UK)
Hal Ashby set the standard for subsequent independent
filmmakers by crafting unique, thoughtful, and
challenging films that continue to influence new
generations of directors. Initially finding success as an
editor, Ashby won an Academy Award for editing In the
Heat of the Night (1967), and he translated his skills as
an editor into a career as one of the quintessential
directors of 1970s. Perhaps best remembered for the
enduring cult classic Harold and Maude (1971), Ashby
quickly became known for melding quirky comedy and
intense drama with performances from A-list actors such
as Jack Nicholson in The Last Detail (1973), Warren
Beatty and Goldie Hawn in Shampoo (1975), Jon Voight
and Jane Fonda in Coming Home (1978), and Peter
Sellers and Shirley MacLaine in Being There (1979).
Ashby's personal life was difficult. He endured his
parents' divorce, his father's suicide, and his own failed
marriage all before the age of nineteen, and his
notorious drug abuse contributed to the decline of his
career near the end of his life. Ashby always operated
outside Hollywood's conventions, and though his output
Page 11/25

Access Free Easy Riders Raging Bulls How The
Sex Drugs And Rock N Roll Generation Saved
Hollywood
Peterthe
Biskind
1999
was tragicallyBy
limited,
quality April
of his 4
films
continues to
inspire modern directors as varied and talented as Judd
Apatow and Wes Anderson, both of whom acknowledge
Ashby as a primary influence. In Being Hal Ashby: Life of
a Hollywood Rebel, the first full-length biography of the
maverick filmmaker, author Nick Dawson masterfully tells
the turbulent story of Ashby's life and career.
Hit and Run tells the improbable and often hilarious story
of how two Hollywood film packagers went on a
campaign to reinvent themselves as studio executives -at Sony's expense. Veteran reporters Nancy Griffin and
Kim Masters chronicle the rise of Jon Peters, a former
hairdresser, seventh-grade dropout, and juvenile
delinquent, and his soulless soul mate, Peter Guber -and all the sex, drugs, and fistfights along the way. It is
the story of the ultimate Hollywood con job and the
standard by which every subsequent business blunder
has been measured. Hit and Run delivers rock-solid
business reporting liberally laced with inside gossip and
outrageous scandal -- plus a new afterword bringing us
up to date on the latest fallout from the Guber-Peters
legacy.
Based on hundreds of interviews with directors such as
Coppola, Scorsese, Hopper and Spielberg, as well as
producers, stars, studio executives, writers, spouses, exspouses, and girlfriends, this is the story of the crazy
world that the directors ruled.
"This searing documentary, narrated by William H. Macy,
traces the highs and lows, the scandals and
celebrations, the tragedies and triumphs that shaped this
phenomenal period in cinema history. Adapted from
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Peter Biskind's
book that blew
the lid off both Hollywood and the lives of the infamous,
celebrated 'movie brats'." [box cover note].
A rollicking autobiography from the legendary producer
of Goodfellas, Rocky, and Raging Bull, and an insider’s
account of making movies in Hollywood over half a
century The list of films Irwin Winkler has produced in his
more-than-fifty-year career is extraordinary: Rocky,
Goodfellas, Raging Bull, De-Lovely, The Right Stuff,
Creed, and The Irishman. His films have been nominated
for fifty-two Academy Awards, including five movies for
Best Picture, and have won twelve. In A Life in Movies,
his charming and insightful memoir, Winkler tells the
stories of his career through his many films as a
producer and then as a writer and director, charting the
changes in Hollywood over the past decades. Winkler
started in the famous William Morris mailroom and made
his first film—starring Elvis—in the last days of the old
studio system. Beginning in the late 1960s, and then for
decades to come, he produced a string of provocative
and influential films, making him one of the most critically
lauded, prolific, and commercially successful producers
of his era. This is an engrossing and candid book, a
beguiling exploration of what it means to be a producer,
including purchasing rights, developing scripts, casting
actors, managing directors, editing film, and winning
awards. Filled with tales of legendary and beloved films,
as well as some not-so-legendary and forgotten ones, A
Life in Movies takes readers behind the scenes and into
the history of Hollywood.
It's a typical summer Friday night and the smell of
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into airconditioned multiplexes to escape for two hours in the
dark, blissfully lost in Hollywood's latest glittery
confection complete with megawatt celebrities, awesome
special effects, and enormous marketing budgets. The
world is in love with the blockbuster movie, and these
cinematic behemoths have risen to dominate the film
industry, breaking box office records every weekend.
With the passion and wit of a true movie buff and the
insight of an internationally renowned critic, Tom Shone
is the first to make sense of this phenomenon by taking
readers through the decades that have shaped the
modern blockbuster and forever transformed the face of
Hollywood. The moment the shark fin broke the water in
1975, a new monster was born. Fast, visceral, and
devouring all in its path, the blockbuster had arrived. In
just a few weeks Jaws earned more than $100 million in
ticket sales, an unprecedented feat that heralded a new
era in film. Soon, blockbuster auteurs such as Steven
Spielberg, George Lucas, and James Cameron would
revive the flagging fortunes of the studios and lure
audiences back into theaters with the promise of thrills,
plenty of action, and an escape from art house
pretension. But somewhere along the line, the beast they
awakened took on a life of its own, and by the 1990s
production budgets had escalated as quickly as profits.
Hollywood entered a topsy-turvy world ruled by
marketing and merchandising mavens, in which flops like
Godzilla made money and hits had to break records just
to break even. The blockbuster changed from a major
event that took place a few times a year into something
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the backs of one another in an annual demolition derby
that has left even Hollywood aghast. Tom Shone has
interviewed all the key participants -- from cinematic
visionaries like Spielberg and Lucas and the executives
who greenlight these spectacles down to the effects
wizards who detonated the Death Star and blew up the
White House -- in order to reveal the ways in which
blockbusters have transformed how Hollywood makes
movies and how we watch them. As entertaining as the
films it chronicles, Blockbuster is a must-read for any fan
who delights in the magic of the movies.
Liberating Hollywood examines the professional
experiences and creative output of women filmmakers
during a unique moment in history when the social
justice movements that defined the 1960s and 1970s
challenged the enduring culture of sexism and racism in
the U.S. film industry. Throughout the 1970s feminist
reform efforts resulted in a noticeable rise in the number
of women directors, yet at the same time the
institutionalized sexism of Hollywood continued to create
obstacles to closing the gender gap. Maya Montañez
Smukler reveals that during this era there were an
estimated sixteen women making independent and
studio films: Penny Allen, Karen Arthur, Anne Bancroft,
Joan Darling, Lee Grant, Barbara Loden, Elaine May,
Barbara Peeters, Joan Rivers, Stephanie Rothman,
Beverly Sebastian, Joan Micklin Silver, Joan
Tewkesbury, Jane Wagner, Nancy Walker, and Claudia
Weill. Drawing on interviews conducted by the author,
Liberating Hollywood is the first study of women directors
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remarkable careers of these filmmakers during one of
the most mythologized periods in American film history.
Here is Hollywood over the last three decades - the
superfreaks, lowlifes, charlatans, and the occasional
geniuses who have left their bite marks on American
culture, as refracted through the trajectory of Peter
Biskind's career. Biskind began as a radical journalist
and film critic. Now he can legitimately describe himself as he does in the autobiographical introduction to this
book - as a 'recovering celebrity journalist'. At the heart
of the book are the likes of Martin Scorsese, Robert
Redford, Terrence Malick, Sue Mengers, and überproducer Don Simpson, all of whom Biskind portrays in
great Dickensian detail, charting how they have had a
simultaneously strangulating and liberating effect on the
industry.
Academy Award-winning director William Friedkin, long
recognized for his technical brilliance, has had a career
marked by extremes of success and failure. Among his
successes are 'The French Connection' and 'The
Exorcist'. This book traces the evolution of his cinematic
style.
The complete script and a vivid selection of stills together
with interviews and articles dealing with the film and its
stars - Peter Fonda, Dennis Hopper, and Jack Nicholson.
In this exceptional cultural history, Atlantic Senior Editor
Ronald Brownstein—“one of America's best political
journalists (The Economist)—tells the kaleidoscopic story
of one monumental year that marked the city of Los
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moment
when
popular culture was ahead of politics in predicting what
America would become. Los Angeles in 1974 exerted
more influence over popular culture than any other city in
America. Los Angeles that year, in fact, dominated
popular culture more than it ever had before, or would
again. Working in film, recording, and television studios
around Sunset Boulevard, living in Brentwood and
Beverly Hills or amid the flickering lights of the Hollywood
Hills, a cluster of transformative talents produced an
explosion in popular culture which reflected the
demographic, social, and cultural realities of a changing
America. At a time when Richard Nixon won two
presidential elections with a message of backlash
against the social changes unleashed by the sixties,
popular culture was ahead of politics in predicting what
America would become. The early 1970s in Los Angeles
was the time and the place where conservatives
definitively lost the battle to control popular culture. Rock
Me on the Water traces the confluence of movies, music,
television, and politics in Los Angeles month by month
through that transformative, magical year. Ronald
Brownstein reveals how 1974 represented a
confrontation between a massive younger generation
intent on change, and a political order rooted in the
status quo. Today, we are again witnessing a
generational cultural divide. Brownstein shows how the
voices resistant to change may win the political battle for
a time, but they cannot hold back the future.
In this “dishy…superbly reported” (Entertainment
Weekly) New York Times bestseller, Peter Biskind
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reinvented Hollywood—most notably Sundance founder
Robert Redford and Harvey Weinstein, who with his
brother, Bob, made Miramax Films an indie powerhouse.
As he did in his acclaimed Easy Riders, Raging Bulls,
Peter Biskind “takes on the movie industry of the 1990s
and again gets the story” (The New York Times). Biskind
charts in fascinating detail the meteoric rise of the
controversial Harvey Weinstein, often described as the
last mogul, who created an Oscar factory that became
the envy of the studios, while leaving a trail of carnage in
his wake. He follows Sundance as it grew from a
regional film festival to the premier showcase of
independent film, succeeding almost despite the
mercurial Redford, whose visionary plans were nearly
thwarted by his own quixotic personality. Likewise, the
directors who emerged from the independent movement,
such as Quentin Tarantino, Steven Soderbergh, and
David O. Russell, are now among the best-known
directors in Hollywood. Not to mention the actors who
emerged with them, like Matt Damon, Ben Affleck, Ethan
Hawke, and Uma Thurman. Candid, controversial, and
“sensationally entertaining” (Los Angeles Times) Down
and Dirty Pictures is a must-read for anyone interested in
the film world.
In December 1967, Time magazine put Bonnie and
Clyde on its cover and proudly declared that Hollywood
cinema was undergoing a 'renaissance'. For the next few
years, a wide range of formally and thematically
challenging films were produced at the very centre of the
American film industry, often (but by no means always)
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huge critical
acclaim, both then and later. This collection brings
together acknowledged experts on American cinema to
examine thirteen key films from the years 1966 to 1974,
starting with Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, a major
studio release which was in effect exempted from
Hollywood's Production Code and thus helped to liberate
American filmmaking from (self-)censorship. Longstanding taboos to do with sex, violence, race relations,
drugs, politics, religion and much else could now be
broken, often in conjunction with extensive stylistic
experimentation. Whereas most previous scholarship
has examined these developments through the prism of
auteurism, with its tight focus on film directors and their
oeuvres, the contributors to this collection also carefully
examine production histories and processes. In doing so
they pay particular attention to the economic
underpinnings and collaborative nature of filmmaking,
the influence of European art cinema as well as of
exploitation, experimental and underground films, and
the connections between cinema and other media
(notably publishing, music and theatre). Several chapters
show how the innovations of the Hollywood Renaissance
relate to further changes in American cinema from the
mid-1970s onwards.
A Sunday Times (London), Best Book of 2018 “A
thoughtful, entertaining, and occasionally profound
critical study of the texts that entertain, move and,
sometimes, shape us.” —The Spectator (London) “A
bold, witty, and brilliantly argued analysis of the role pop
culture has played in the rise of American extremism.”
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and TV shows the same way again. And you shouldn’t.”
—Steven Soderbergh A bestselling cultural journalist
shows how pop culture prepared Americans to embrace
extreme politics Almost everything has been invoked to
account for Trump’s victory and the rise of the alt-right,
from job loss to racism to demography—everything, that
is, except popular culture. In The Sky Is Falling
bestselling cultural journalist Peter Biskind dives
headlong into two decades of popular culture—from
superhero franchises such as the Dark Knight, X-Men,
and the Avengers and series like The Walking Dead and
Game of Thrones to thrillers like Homeland and 24—and
emerges to argue that these shows are saturated with
the values that are currently animating our extreme
politics. Where once centrist institutions and their
agents—cops and docs, soldiers and scientists, as well as
educators, politicians, and “experts” of every
stripe—were glorified by mainstream Hollywood, the
heroes of today’s movies and TV, whether far right or far
left, have overthrown this quaint ideological consensus.
Many of our shows dramatize extreme circumstances—an
apocalypse of one sort or another—that require extreme
behavior to deal with, behavior such as revenge, torture,
lying, and even the vigilante violence traditionally
discouraged in mainstream entertainment. In this bold,
provocative, and witty investigation, Biskind shows how
extreme culture now calls the shots. It has become, in
effect, the new mainstream.
New Hollywood extends from the radical gestures of the
'Hollywood Renaissance' of the late 1960s and early
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the corporate
blockbuster. Geoff King covers new Hollywood
dynamically and accessibly in this thoroughly modern
introductory text. He discusses diverse films as well as
the film-makers and film companies, focusing on the
interactions between the film texts, their social contexts
and the industry producing them. Using examples across
Hollywood and its genres, King reveals how the positions
of studios within media conglomerates, together with the
impact of television, advertising and franchising on the
New Hollywood, shape the form and content of the films.
In 1969, a low-budget biker movie, Easy Rider, shocked
Hollywood with its stunning success. An unabashed
celebration of sex, drugs, and rock 'n' roll (onscreen and
off), Easy Rider heralded a heady decade in which a
rebellious wave of talented young filmmakers invigorated
the movie industry. In Easy Riders, Raging Bulls, Peter
Biskind takes us on the wild ride that was Hollywood in
the '70s, an era that produced such modern classics as
The Godfather, Chinatown, Shampoo, Nashville, Taxi
Driver, and Jaws. Easy Riders, Raging Bulls vividly
chronicles the exuberance and excess of the times: the
startling success of Easy Rider and the equally alarming
circumstances under which it was made, with drugs,
booze, and violent rivalry between costars Dennis
Hopper and Peter Fonda dominating the set; how a small
production company named BBS became the guiding
spirit of the youth rebellion in Hollywood and how, along
the way, some of its executives helped smuggle Huey
Newton out of the country; how director Hal Ashby was
busted for drugs and thrown in jail in Toronto; why Martin
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escort when Taxi Driver was nominated; how George
Lucas, gripped by anxiety, compulsively cut off his own
hair while writing Star Wars, how a modest house on
Nicholas Beach occupied by actresses Margot Kidder
and Jennifer Salt became the unofficial headquarters for
the New Hollywood; how Billy Friedkin tried to humiliate
Paramount boss Barry Diller; and how
screenwriter/director Paul Schrader played Russian
roulette in his hot tub. It was a time when an "anything
goes" experimentation prevailed both on the screen and
off. After the success of Easy Rider, young film-school
graduates suddenly found themselves in demand, and
directors such as Francis Coppola, Peter Bogdanovich,
George Lucas, and Martin Scorsese became powerful
figures. Even the new generation of film stars -Nicholson, De Niro, Hoffman, Pacino, and Dunaway -seemed a breed apart from the traditional Hollywood
actors. Ironically, the renaissance would come to an end
with Jaws and Star Wars, hugely successful films that
would create a blockbuster mentality and crush
innovation. Based on hundreds of interviews with the
directors themselves, producers, stars, agents, writers,
studio executives, spouses, and ex-spouses, this is the
full, candid story of Hollywood's last golden age. Never
before have so many celebrities talked so frankly about
one another and about the drugs, sex, and money that
made so many of them crash and burn. By turns
hilarious and shocking, Easy Riders, Raging Bulls is the
ultimate behind-the-scenes account of Hollywood at work
and play.
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novel
THE ENGLISH
PATIENT, Michael Ondaatje became increasingly
fascinated as he watched the veteran editor Walter
Murch at work. THE CONVERSATIONS, which grew out
of discussions between the two men, is about the craft of
filmmaking and deals with every aspect of film, from the
first stage of script writing to the final stage of the sound
mix. Walter Murch emerged during the 1960s at the
centre of a renaissance of American filmmakers which
included the directors Francis Coppola, George Lucas
and Fred Zinneman. He worked on a whole raft of great
films including the three GODFATHER films, JULIA,
AMERICAN GRAFFITI, APOCALYPSE NOW, THE
UNBEARABLE LIGHTNESS OF BEING and many
others. Articulate, intellectual, humorous and passionate
about his craft and its devices, Murch brings his vast
experience and penetrating insights to bear as he
explains how films are made, how they work, how they
go wrong and how they can be saved. His experience on
APOCALYPSE NOW - both originally and more recently
when the film was completely re-cut - and his work with
Anthony Minghella on THE ENGLISH PATIENT provide
illuminating highlights.
In 1967, Peter Bart, then a young family man and rising
reporter for the New York Times, decided to upend his
life and enter the dizzying world of motion pictures.
Infamous Players is the story of Bart's whirlwind journey
at Paramount, his role in its triumphs and failures, and
how a new kind of filmmaking emerged during that time.
When Bart was lured to Paramount by his friend and
fellow newcomer, the legendary Robert Evans, the studio
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out of touch with the dynamic sixties. By the time Bart left
Paramount, in 1975, the studio had completed a
remarkable run, with films such as The Godfather,
Rosemary's Baby, Harold and Maude, Love Story,
Chinatown, Paper Moon, and True Grit. But this new
golden era at Paramount was also fraught with chaos
and company turmoil. Drugs, sex, runaway budgets,
management infighting, and even the Mafia found their
way onto the back lot, making Paramount surely one of
the most unpredictable, even bizarre, studios in the
history of the movie industry. Bart reflects on
Paramount's New Hollywood era with behind-the scenes
details and insightful analysis; here too are his
fascinating recollections of the icons from that time:
Warren Beatty, Steve McQueen, Robert Redford, Clint
Eastwood, Jack Nicholson, Marlon Brando, Al Pacino,
Francis Ford Coppola, Roman Polanski, and Frank
Sinatra, among others. For over four decades, first on
the inside as a studio executive and later as the longtime
editor in chief of Variety, Peter Bart has viewed
Hollywood from an incomparable vantage point. The
stories he tells and the lessons we learn from Infamous
Players are essential for anyone who loves movies.
The motion picture producer describes his early career
as an actor, liasons with actresses, rise to powerful
studio executive, time in a mental institution, drug use,
loss of status in Hollywood, and rise back to power.
Based on long-lost recordings, a set of revealing
conversations between the film historian author and the
iconic cultural provocateur unstintingly reflects on topics
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to the
shortcomings of
his friends and the many films Welles wanted to make.
50,000 first printing.
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