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This thesis explores the shortcomings of liberal democracies in responding to illiberal cultures and deep disagreements in
multicultural societies, and argues that if suitably amended, the deliberative democratic approach offers the best
framework for addressing the 'problem' of illiberal cultures. It begins with a critique of the mainstream deliberative
democratic approach which fails to include illiberal cultural claims in public deliberation, and suggests expanding this
approach by drawing on the insights provided by agonistic pluralism. Drawing on the work of William Connolly in
particular, this thesis develops a deliberative framework for assessing and improving the deliberative quality of public
debates on 'illiberal' cultures. In specific terms, this thesis argues that enhancing the deliberative quality of public debates
on 'illiberal' cultures depends on three important criteria, conceptualised as: i) expanded inclusion based on agonistic
respect, ii) interaction among multiple publics, and iii) influence of counterpublics on formal decision-making bodies.
Having established these ideals, this thesis examines recent public and policy debates on 'honour killing' in two culturally
plural societies, Britain and Germany. This analysis reveals that although both Britain and Germany are consolidated
liberal democracies, the differences in their institutional settings lead to the emergence of different kinds of public
deliberation on the issue of 'honour killing'. It shows that achieving high deliberative quality and securing it over time is a
constant challenge for liberal democracies. Besides the presence of an institutional structure enabling inclusion and
interaction, deliberative quality depends on discursive legacies, and on established notions of what makes sense and
whose voice is considered reasonable and legitimate in a given society. The deliberative quality of public debates
entailing illiberal cultures seems to be significantly higher in democracies characterised by the presence of strong and
vocal counterpublics and where these counterpublics are acknowledged as legitimate participants in meaning-making
processes over contested issues. Based on a comparison of the same issue in two democracies, this thesis reveals two
key messages for deliberative democrats and scholars of multiculturalism. First, it shows that deep disagreements are
neither irreconcible nor reconcilable; they gain different meanings depending on the socio-political context in a given
society. Related to this, it points out that deliberation on deep disagreements may fail, not due to the ontological essence
of these disagreements, but due to the lack of agonistic respect toward illiberal cultures. It shows that when based on the
principle of agonistic respect, deliberation has the capacity to reveal unexpected affinities between the members of
minority and majority cultures. Second, the thesis demonstrates that adversarial democracies and their pluralist political
structures, which are commonly deemed unsuitable for deliberation, may hold much potential for deliberation across
difference if they feature the elements of 'new pluralism' characterised by a sustained web of interaction among multiple
publics. -- provided by Candidate.
A pressing question at the forefront of current global political debates is: how can we salvage the democratic project in
the context of 'globalization'? In recent years political activists have mounted high-profile campaigns for the
democratization of powerful international institutions such as the World Bank and IMF, and for greater 'corporate
accountability'. In turn, many of the NGOs linked to these campaigns have themselves faced demands for greater
democratic legitimacy.Global Stakeholder Democracy responds to these challenges by outlining an innovative theoretical
and institutional framework for democratizing the many state and non-state actors wielding public power in contemporary
global politics. In doing so, the book lays out a promising new agenda for globaldemocratic reform. Its analysis begins
with the recognition that we cannot simply recreate traditional constitutional and electoral institutions of democratic states
on a global scale, through the construction of a democratic 'super-state'. Rather, we must develop new kinds of
democratic institutions capable of dealing with the realities of global pluralism, and democratizing powerful non-state
actors as well as states. Through reflecting on the democratic dilemmas surrounding the politicalpower of global NGOs,
the book mounts a powerful challenge to the state-centric theoretical assumptions that have underpinned the established
democratic theories of both 'cosmopolitan' and 'communitarian' liberals. In particular, it challenges the widespread
assumption that 'sovereign' power, 'bounded'(national or global) societies, and 'electoral' processes are essential
institutional foundations of a democratic system. The book then re-thinks the democratic project from its conceptual
foundations, posing the questions: What needs to be controlled? Who ought to control it? How could they do so? In
answering these questions, the book develops a novel theoretical model of representative democracy that is focused on
plural (state and non-state) actors rather than on unitary state structures.It elaborates a democratic framework based on
the new theoretical concepts of 'public power', 'stakeholder communities' and 'non-electoral representation', and
illustrates the practical implications of these proposals for projects of global institutional reform.
Democracy and Northern Ireland examines the influence of liberal theories of democracy on recent developments in the
Northern Irish peace process. In so doing it analyzes the applicability of theories such as political liberalism,
multiculturalism and deliberative democracy to deeply divided societies. Little contends that these models need to build
upon recent critiques provided by feminists and civil society theorists in the construction of a more radical interpretation of
democracy that can provide a framework for democratic politics in Northern Ireland.
In this ground-breaking study, John Dryzek argues that democratic theory is now dominated by a deliberative approach.
As one of those responsible for this turn, John Dryzek now takes issue with the direction it has taken. Discussing the
models of democracy advocated by both friends and critics of the deliberative approach, Dryzek shows that democracy
should be critical of established power, transitional in extending beyond national boundaries, and dynamic in its
openness to changing constraints upon and opportunities for democratization. - ;The past few years have seen a
remarkable ferment in the theory of democracy. Deliberative Democracy and Beyond builds on a critical tour through
recent democratic theory by one of the leading political theorists in the field. It examines the deliberative turn in
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democratic theory, which argues that the essence of democratic legitimacy is to be found in authentic deliberations on
the part of those affected by a collective decision. The deliberative turn began as a challenge to established institutions
and models of democracy, but it has now been largely assimilated by these same institutions and models. Drawing a
distinction between liberal constitutionalist deliberative democracy and discursive democracy, the author criticizes the
former and advocates the latter. He argues that a defensible theory of democracy should be critical of established power,
pluralistic, reflexive in its questioning orientation to established traditions, transnational in its capacity to extend across
state boundaries, ecological, and dynamic in its openness to ever-changing constraints upon and opportunities for
democratization. Dryzek's reinvigorated approach enables deliberative democracy to respond more effectively to the
criticisms that have been leveled against it. - ;Remarkable book ... Dryzek's discussions are unfailingly lucid, and his
critical assessments of the literature remain comprehensive and illuminating ... Readers will find much to ponder in what
he has to say. - Ethics;The most remarkable and subtle part of Dryzek's argument is his attempt to construct green
theory of democratic communication, which takes account of agency and communication in the non-human natural world
... The argument is a bit like crossing a ravine on a bridge of eggshells, and is conducted with considerable intellectual
excitement ... Dryzek's discussion is throughout careful, rigorous, detailed, and in dealing with views from which he
distinguishes his own position, scrupulously sympathetic. - Democratizaton;This clear and imaginative presentation of
recent attempts to make democracy more inclusive than traditional liberal models bounded by the institutions of the state
is highly recommended for collections serving upper-division undergraduates, graduate students, and researchers. Choice;Dryzek is a sharp and authoritative critic, and this will be an influential work ... even the sceptical will do well to
engage closely with Dryzek's provocative vision. - Political Studies
In this dissertation I explore the consequences of adopting a deliberative pedagogy, based on the study of one or two
sample courses taught in 2018 at St. John's University. The project as a whole argues that the university should be an
idea place for students to develop a sense of personal and political agency, and First Year Writing courses organized
around deliberation allow students to learn to listen and reason with each other as individuals and as citizens. My first
chapter defends the methodology of a humanistic idea of deliberation (a pedagogy not based in classroom drills or
Standard English) and where I also worry that the soft and fuzzy notion of deliberation that I practice collides with the
measurement of my students' "progress" on objective rubrics . My second chapter is a case study describing my
students' performance in a deliberative classroom where some of my best students learn to practice deliberation but are
unable to define it. My third chapter explains that a deliberative classroom helps overcome student anxiety and what I call
"the eyes of deficiency"0?4rather than thinking of themselves as dull asteriods in a neoliberal universe, deliberation helps
them see their power to influence and affect each other. In this chapter I argue that students do not need to go "outside"
of class to find their political agency0?4deliberating and interacting with peers in the classroom itself is a genuine
community. Building on my critique of the urge to push our students to find political awareness outside of the classroom,
my final chapter is a sustained critique of the "false" face of deliberation found in social media like Facebook. Although
many faculty have turned to using social media in class as a means of "making class real" I show the many ways that the
Left's faith in the apparently democratic technologies of social media is well intentioned but terribly misplaced: our
students' writing on social media is being harvested, sensationalized, and exploited against them, and as faculty we need
to model practices of genuine listening, empathy, and respect.
"Contexts of Justice is a study that covers and definitely exhausts the whole range of ten years of one of the most
important recent philosophical discussions, that between liberals and communitarians."—Jürgen Habermas, author of
Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere "Forst addresses with great insight and acuity the debates over justice
between liberals and communitarians that animated the late '80s and '90s...He uses no jargon, he reasons well, his
arguments are strong, clear, and accesssible, and he avoids political correctness as well as its opposite."—Andrew Arato,
author of Civil Society, Constitution, and Legitimacy
This volume assesses the strengths and weaknesses of deliberative democracy.
This critical tour through recent democratic theory examines the deliberative turn in democratic theory which argued that
democratic legitimacy is to be found in authentic deliberations on the part of those affected by a collective decision.
What if "liberal democracy" were a contradiction in terms? This book distinguishes liberalism (a logic of order) from democracy (a principle of
disordering) to defend a Rancièrean vision of impure politics. Disclosing Rancière's refusal of ontology as political, The Lessons of Rancière
enacts a critical theory beyond unmasking and a democratic politics beyond liberalism.
Focuses on how to improve equal and public participation in a range of innovative citizen forums that could revitalize democracy around the
world.
Until recently, discussions of compromise have been largely absent in political theory. However, political theorists have become increasingly
interested in understanding the practice and justification of compromise in politics. This interest is connected to the increased concern with
pluralism and disagreement. Compromise and Disagreement in Contemporary Political Theory provides a critical discussion of when and to
what extent compromise is the best response to pluralism and disagreement in democratic decision-making and beyond. Christian F. Rostbøll
and Theresa Scavenius draw together the work of ten established and emerging scholars to provide different perspectives on compromise.
Organized into four parts, the book begins by discussing the justification and limits of compromise. Part 2 discusses the practice of
compromise and considers the ethics required for compromise as well as the institutions that facilitate compromise. Part 3 focuses on
pluralism and connects the topic of compromise to current discussions in political theory on public reason, political liberalism, and respect for
diversity. Part 4 discusses different challenges to compromise in the context of the current political environment. The book will be of interest
to a wide range of scholars in the social sciences, philosophy, and law. It will be useful in introducing scholars to a variety of approaches to
compromise and as readings for graduate courses in political theory and political philosophy, ethics, the history of ideas, and the philosophy
of law.
Beyond Gated Politics argues that the survival of democracy depends on recognizing the failings of disengaged liberal democracy and
experimenting with more radical modes of democratic theory and action. Romand Coles moves beyond the paradigms of political liberalism,
deliberative democracy, and communitarian republicanism, cultivating modes of public discourse that reflect and sustain the creative tension
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at the heart of democratic life and responsibility.
The first sustained look at the relationship between deliberative democratic theory and the topic of freedom.
Political disputes invariably mix facts with values, making it important to listen to what people are saying rather than merely note how they are
voting. The great challenge is how to implement that deliberative ideal among millions of people at once. This book proposes a solution to this
problem.
This book shows how the United States can begin dealing with the most difficult and intractable political issues that afflict liberal democracy
today: by initiating an inclusive public practice of ethical dialogue and deliberation. Explains that the fundamental problem with liberalism
today is its flawed conception of individualism, which discourages people from thinking ethically when forming our political beliefs and policy
preferences Contends that beliefs about good and bad, right and wrong can be objective if understood as propositions of a factual nature,
and that a conception of the good for human beings is implicit in the fulfillment of empirically identified human needs Asserts that people can
begin dealing effectively with the most difficult and intractable political issues that afflict liberal democracy today by initiating a constructive,
productive public practice of ethical dialogue and deliberation Issues a call for "ethical heroism" to build such a practice in order to begin
reversing the dispiriting effects of contemporary liberalism and its faulty conception of individualism
Deliberative democracy has challenged two widely-accepted nostrums about democratic politics: that people lack the capacities for effective
self-government; and that democratic procedures are arbitrary and do not reflect popular will; indeed, that the idea of popular will is itself
illusory. On the contrary, deliberative democrats have shown that people are capable of being sophisticated, creative problem solvers, given
the right opportunities in the right kinds of democratic institutions. But deliberative empirical research has its own problems. In this book two
leading deliberative scholars review decades of that research and reveal three important issues. First, the concept 'deliberation' has been
inflated so much as to lose empirical bite; second, deliberation has been equated with entire processes of which it is just one feature; and
third, such processes are confused with democracy in a deliberative mode more generally. In other words, studies frequently apply microlevel tools and concepts to make macro- and meso-level judgements, and vice versa. Instead, Bächtiger and Parkinson argue that
deliberation must be understood as contingent, performative, and distributed. They argue that deliberation needs to be disentangled from
other communicative modes; that appropriate tools need to be deployed at the right level of analysis; and that scholars need to be clear about
whether they are making additive judgements or summative ones. They then apply that understanding to set out a new agenda and new
empirical tools for deliberative empirical scholarship at the micro, meso, and macro levels.

Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject Politics - International Politics - General and Theories, grade: 1,3,
Bielefeld University, course: Global Governanance by Global Frameworks, 24 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: In this written homework I will use the term “globalization” to “describe the growth and spread in
investment, trade, and production, the introduction of new technology, and the spread of democracy around the world”.
(ibid. 2003: 1). It has to be noticed that this economic globalization “would affect not only production, finance, technology,
media and fashion, but also the international political system, leading also to a globalization of democracy“ (Archibugi
2004: 438) Here it is important to note, that on the one hand I support the claim that the ideas of democracy are
globalized, on the other hand , however, there has to be kept in mind, the constraint that democracy is only global as a
formal or structural blueprint. The flexible characteristics and focuses of democracy differ in many ways; therefore it is not
possible to state that an all-embracing final democratic model exists. According to Pauly the impact of globalization
shortens national capacities so that they become “inefficient regulators of markets that cross their borders, ..” (Pauly
2000: 4) This raises questions about the democratic legitimacy of an increasingly internationally operating government
and international institutions with an indefinite and not clearly defined designation of legitimacy caused by a weak
democratic proportion on a global level. Additionally one can observe a rapidly growing number of non-state actors and
rising influence like TNCs and NGOs. Approaches concerning the processing of these topics are described under the
wide field of “global governance”.The theoretical discussion and their discourse offer help to take a look on today’s
institutionsand their problems, the role of the state and the possible implementation approaches of theoretical ideas
towards a democratic form of global governance. One solution, obviously, would be a transfer of states ? sovereignty to a
regional or global level. I will concentrate on the confrontation of two basic models of democracy beyond the nationstate,
the Cosmopolitan Democracy and the Deliberative Democracy. Based on different normative assumptions they have
different ideas of how to create a more adequate form of governance. I will present both concepts separately followed by
an all-embracing valuation and a conclusion.
Deliberation is the process by which a group of people, each with equal voice, can - via a process of discussion and
debate - reach an agreement. Deliberation and Development attempts to do two things. First, it rethinks the role of
deliberation in development and shows that it has potential well beyond a narrow focus on participatory projects.
Deliberation, if properly instituted, has the potential to have a transformative effect on many if not all aspects of
development, and especially in addressing problems of collective action, coordination, and entrenched inequality. This
has broad implications both at the global and local level. Second, the book demonstrates that taking deliberation
seriously calls for a different approach to both research and policy design and requires a much greater emphasis on the
processes by which decisions are made, rather than an exclusive focus on the outcomes. Deliberation and Development
contributes to a broader literature to understand the role of communicative processes in development.
This 2006 books offers a comprehensive and sustained critique of theories of deliberative democracy.
In this important and wide-ranging book, a leading political theorist and activist considers the question: What justifies
democracy? Carlos Santiago Nino critically examines answers others have given and then develops his own distinctive
theory of democracy, emphasizing its deliberative character. In Nino's view, democracy resembles a moral conversation
and is valued because of its capacity to generate an impartial perspective, one that takes into account the interests of all
citizens. Nino's conception of deliberative democracy bears on the way power is organized under a constitution. Drawing
on a variety of constitutional traditions, he criticizes the presidential system and calls for citizens to participate more
directly in the political life of their country. He also envisions a revitalized role for political parties. Nino shows how
deliberative democracy can be combined with, and supported by, other constitutional practices, such as the specific
wording of the text and the protection of individual rights. The complex constitution that emerges from his analysis
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consists of a historical constitution, an ideal constitution of rights, and an ideal constitution of power. Nino's goal is to
explain how these three dimensions of constitutionalism can reinforce rather than conflict with each other. In a final
chapter, he argues that the deliberative conception of democracy requires a more limited role for judicial review than is
usually contemplated.
This book explores the main challenges against multiculturalism. It aims to examine whether liberalism and
multiculturalism are reconcilable, and what are the limits of liberal democratic interventions in illiberal affairs of minority
cultures within democracy. In the process, this book addresses three questions: whether multiculturalism is bad for
democracy, whether multiculturalism is bad for women, and whether multiculturalism contributes to terrorism. Just,
Reasonable Multiculturalism argues that liberalism and multiculturalism are reconcilable if a fair balance is struck
between individual rights and group rights. Raphael Cohen-Almagor contends that reasonable multiculturalism can be
achieved via mechanisms of deliberate democracy, compromise and, when necessary, coercion. Placing necessary
checks on groups that discriminate against vulnerable third parties, the approach insists on the protection of basic human
rights as well as on exit rights for individuals if and when they wish to leave their cultural groups.
This is Habermas's long awaited work on law, democracy and the modern constitutional state in which he develops his
own account of the nature of law and democracy.
Impressive in scope and inventiveness, Democracy Beyond Borders stands at the forefront of a new generation of
political thought which reassesses the philosophical foundations of global order. Developing an innovative political theory
of representation, it tackles one of today's most pressing issues: how to tame and harness globalization.
Global Democratic Theory is the first comprehensive introduction to the changing contours of democracy in today’s
hyperconnected world. Accessibly written for readers new to the topic, it considers the impact of globalization and global
forms of governance and activism on democratic politics and examines how democratic theory has responded to address
these challenges, including calls for new forms of democracy to be developed beyond the nation-state and for greater
public participation and accountability in existing global institutions. Divided into two parts, the book shows how
globalization provides both new obstacles and new opportunities for democracy. Part I explores the shifts underway at
the national and international levels that are challenging democracy within nation-states around the world. In response,
new proposals for global and transnational democracy have emerged. Part II critically analyses five main approaches of
‘global democratic theory’ Ð liberal internationalism, cosmopolitan democracy, deliberative democracy, social
democracy and radical democracy, focusing on their specific interpretation of the problems facing democracy, their
normative claims, and the feasibility of their proposed pathways of democratization. The book’s extensive account of the
problems and possibilities facing democracy today will be essential reading for students and scholars of politics, political
theory and political philosophy.
The Oxford Handbook of International Legal Theory provides an accessible and authoritative guide to the major thinkers, concepts,
approaches, and debates that have shaped contemporary international legal theory. The Handbook features 48 original essays by leading
international scholars from a wide range of traditions, nationalities, and perspectives, reflecting the richness and diversity of this dynamic
field. The collection explores key questions and debates in international legal theory, offers new intellectual histories for the discipline, and
provides fresh interpretations of significant historical figures, texts, and theoretical approaches. It provides a much-needed map of the field of
international legal theory, and a guide to the main themes and debates that have driven theoretical work in international law. The Handbook
will be an indispensable reference work for students, scholars, and practitioners seeking to gain an overview of current theoretical debates
about the nature, function, foundations, and future role of international law.
Deliberative democracy has become the central reference point for democracy theorists over the last decade or so, influencing normative
frameworks and the ways we conceptualize the workings of democratic societies. It has also been linked with a burst of experimentation with
new procedures that involve citizens directly in deliberations about public policy.But there is a contradiction at the heart of deliberative
democracy: it seems that it cannot deliver legitimate agreements. Deliberative decisions are said to be legitimate when all those subject to
them take part in free and equal debate, but in complex societies that can never happen. Few people can deliberate together at any one time,
certainly not in any strict sense, so how can the results of a deliberative event be legitimate for non-participants? And why would people with
passionatelyheld views sit down and deliberate when there seems little advantage in them doing so?This book explores these problems in
theory and practice, searching for a solution that does not merely dismiss a strict understanding of deliberative democratic criteria. It
reconsiders the theory of legitimacy and deliberative democracy, but goes further by examining cases of deliberation on health policy in the
United Kingdom to see what problems emerge in practice, and how real political actors deal with them. The result is a complete rethink of the
institutional limits and possibilities ofdeliberative democracy, one which abandons the search for perfection in any one institution, and looks
instead to the concept of a multifaceted deliberative system.
This book articulates a participatory conception of deliberative democracy that takes the democratic ideal of self-government seriously. It
aims to improve citizens' democratic control and vindicate the value of citizens' participation against conceptions that threaten to undermine it.
The book critically analyzes deep pluralist, epistocratic, and lottocratic conceptions of democracy. Their defenders propose various
institutional ''shortcuts'' to help solve problems of democratic governance such as overcoming disagreements, citizens' political ignorance, or
poor-quality deliberation. However, all these shortcut proposals require citizens to blindly defer to actors over whose decisions they cannot
exercise control. Implementing such proposals would therefore undermine democracy. Moreover, it seems naive to assume that a community
can reach better outcomes 'faster' if it bypasses the beliefs and attitudes of its citizens. Unfortunately, there are no 'shortcuts' to make a
community better than its members. The only road to better outcomes is the long, participatory road that is taken when citizens forge a
collective will by changing one another's hearts and minds. However difficult the process of justifying political decisions to one another may
be, skipping it cannot get us any closer to the democratic ideal. Starting from this conviction, the book defends a conception of democracy
''without shortcuts''. This conception sheds new light on long-standing debates about the proper scope of public reason, the role of religion in
politics, and the democratic legitimacy of judicial review. It also proposes new ways to unleash the democratic potential of institutional
innovations such as deliberative minipublics.
The most widely debated conception of democracy in recent years is deliberative democracy--the idea that citizens or their representatives
owe each other mutually acceptable reasons for the laws they enact. Two prominent voices in the ongoing discussion are Amy Gutmann and
Dennis Thompson. In Why Deliberative Democracy?, they move the debate forward beyond their influential book, Democracy and
Disagreement. What exactly is deliberative democracy? Why is it more defensible than its rivals? By offering clear answers to these timely
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questions, Gutmann and Thompson illuminate the theory and practice of justifying public policies in contemporary democracies. They not only
develop their theory of deliberative democracy in new directions but also apply it to new practical problems. They discuss bioethics, health
care, truth commissions, educational policy, and decisions to declare war. In "What Deliberative Democracy Means," which opens this
collection of essays, they provide the most accessible exposition of deliberative democracy to date. They show how deliberative democracy
should play an important role even in the debates about military intervention abroad. Why Deliberative Democracy? contributes to our
understanding of how democratic citizens and their representatives can make justifiable decisions for their society in the face of the
fundamental disagreements that are inevitable in diverse societies. Gutmann and Thompson provide a balanced and fair-minded approach
that will benefit anyone intent on giving reason and reciprocity a more prominent place in politics than power and special interests.
The challenge of listening -- The insufficiency of inclusion and the need for uptake -- Empathy as a strategy and ideal of deliberation : the
promise and perils -- A listening-centered approach to democratic deliberation -- Listening toward democracy -- Listening for difference in
democracy -- Democratic ideals in a non-ideal world.
The fabric of democracy is threadbare in many contemporary societies. Connections that are vital to the functioning and integrity of our
democratic systems are wearing thin. Citizens are increasingly disconnected from their elected representatives and from each other in
polarised public spheres, and alienated from complex systems of public policy. In such disconnected times, how can we strengthen and
renew our democracies? This book develops the idea of democratic mending as a way of advancing a more connective approach to
democratic reform. It is informed by three rich empirical cases of connectivity in practice, as well as cutting-edge debates in deliberative
democracy. The empirical cases uncover empowering and transformative modes of political engagement that are vital for democratic
renewal. The diverse actors in this book are not withdrawing, resisting or seeking autonomy from conventional institutions of representative
democracy but actively experimenting with ways to improve and engage with them. Through their everyday practices of democratic mending
they undertake crucial systemic repair work and strengthen the integrity of our democratic fabric in ways that are yet to be fully acknowledged
by scholars and practitioners of democratic reform.
Over the past 20 years, Joshua Cohen has explored the most controversial issues facing the American public. This volume draws on his work
to develop an argument about what he calls 'democracy's public reason'.
Around 1990 democratic theory took a strong deliberative turn. In its wake, the essence of democracy is now widely understood to be the
ability of all those affected by a collective decision to participate in deliberation about the decision. The deliberative turn began as a challenge
toestablished institutions and models of democracy, but it has now been largely assimilated by these same institutions and models. Drawing
a distinction between liberal constitutionalist deliberative democracy and discursive democracy, the author criticizes the former and advocates
the latter. Heargues that a defensible theory of democracy should be critical in its orientation to established power, pluralistic in embracing the
necessity to communicate across difference without erasing difference, reflexive in its questioning orientation to established traditions
(including the tradition ofdeliberative democracy itself), transnational in its capacity to extend across state boundaries, ecological in terms of
openness to communication with non-human nature, and dynamic in its openness to ever-changing constraints upon and opportunities for
democratization. Refusing confinement to theconstitutional surface of the liberal state, this re-invigorated approach enables deliberative
democracy to respond more effectively to the criticisms that have been leveled against it. Through encounters with these critics and their own
models of democracy, Dryzek develops an account thatemphasizes the contestation of discourses in networks in the public sphere, and
shows how such contestation can influence and constitute collective decisions.
This book examines the way democracy is thought about and lived by people in the post-communist world.
Linking theory and practice, this book explores the potential of deliberative democracy to produce more effective environmental policy.
"An interdisciplinary study of democratic theory, empirical political science, psychology, and philosophy. Proposes a multidimensional process
model of empathy that incorporates both affective and cognitive features to demonstrate the importance of empathy in fulfilling democracy's
promise of giving equal consideration to all citizens in collective decisions."--Provided by publisher.
This book investigates whether the theory of deliberative democracy - developed in the West to focus democratic theory on the legitimation
that deliberation can afford - has any application to Chinese processes of democratization. It discovers pockets of theory useful to guide
Chinese practices, and also Chinese practice that can educate the West.
'Deliberative democracy' is often dismissed as a set of small-scale, academic experiments. This volume seeks to demonstrate how the
deliberative ideal can work as a theory of democracy on a larger scale. It provides a new way of thinking about democratic engagement
across the spectrum of political action, from towns and villages to nation states, and from local networks to transnational, even global
systems. Written by a team of the world's leading deliberative theorists, Deliberative Systems explains the principles of this new approach,
which seeks ways of ensuring that a division of deliberative labour in a system nonetheless meets both deliberative and democratic norms.
Rather than simply elaborating the theory, the contributors examine the problems of implementation in a real world of competing norms,
competing institutions and competing powerful interests. This pioneering book will inspire an exciting new phase of deliberative research,
both theoretical and empirical.
How a hybrid Confucian-engendered form of governance might solve today’s political problems What might a viable political alternative to
liberal democracy look like? In Against Political Equality, Tongdong Bai offers a possibility inspired by Confucian ideas. Bai argues that
domestic governance influenced by Confucianism can embrace the liberal aspects of democracy along with the democratic ideas of equal
opportunities and governmental accountability to the people. But Confucianism would give more political decision-making power to those with
the moral, practical, and intellectual capabilities of caring for the people. While most democratic thinkers still focus on strengthening equality
to cure the ills of democracy, the proposed hybrid regime—made up of Confucian-inspired meritocratic characteristics combined with
democratic elements and a quasi-liberal system of laws and rights—recognizes that egalitarian qualities sometimes conflict with good
governance and the protection of liberties, and defends liberal aspects by restricting democratic ones. Bai applies his views to the
international realm by supporting a hierarchical order based on how humane each state is toward its own and other peoples, and on the
principle of international interventions whereby humane responsibilities override sovereignty. Exploring the deficiencies posed by many liberal
democracies, Against Political Equality presents a novel Confucian-engendered alternative for solving today’s political problems.
In spite of the global diffusion of democracy and a general commitment to democratic values, there is a widespread alienation from the
political process in advanced democracies. Deliberative democracy has received much attention in recent years as a possible solution to this
malaise. Its promise of a more engaged and collective form of politics has drawn the interest of policy makers and political philosophers –
generating new avenues of thought in contemporary democratic theory as well as heated debates about its utility in practice. This book
provides an ideal starting point in understanding the core concepts of deliberative democracy. It is the first text to offer a systematic
introduction to the theories and debates in the field and to combine this with a detailed critique of both the theory and the practice of
deliberative democracy. It examines the core values of deliberative democrats and evaluates the implementation of deliberative practices at
the local, national and global level – considering, along the way, how far it is possible to introduce meaningful deliberative reform in existing
democracies. Giving readers a state-of-the-art account of the field, this book addresses fundamental questions about deliberative democracy
and also charts the future directions for contemporary democratic thought.
Contemporary globalisation both challenges conventional forms of democracy and is opening up new needs and possibilities for
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democratisation beyond the territoriality of national states. These issues are explored by an international and multidisciplinary array of experts
who focus on federalism, multicultural societies, the European Union and potential agents for the democratisation of global institutions.
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