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Cider With Rosie
"An important debut work of narrative nonfiction: the timely,
never-before-told story of five brilliant, passionate women
who, in the early 1960s, converged at the newly founded
Radcliffe Institute for Independent Study, stepping outside the
domestic sphere and shaping the course of feminism in ways
that still resonate today. In 1960, at the height of an era that
expected women to focus solely on raising families, Radcliffe
College announced the founding of an Institute for
Independent Study, offering fellowships to women with a PhD
or "the equivalent" in artistic success. Acclaimed writer and
Harvard lecturer Maggie Doherty introduces us to five brilliant
friends--poets Anne Sexton and Maxine Kumin, painter
Barbara Swan, sculptor Mariana Pineda, and writer Tillie
Olsen--who came together at the Institute and would go on to
make history. Drawing from their notebooks, letters, lecture
recordings, journals, and finished works, Doherty weaves
from these women's own voices a moving narrative of
friendship, ambition, activism, and art. Beautifully written and
urgently told, The Equivalents shows us where we've
been--and inspires us to go forward"-Cider with Roadies is the true story of a boy's obsessive
relationship with pop. A life lived through music from Stuart's
audience with the Beatles (aged 3); his confessions as a
pubescent prog rocker; a youthful gymnastic dalliance with
northern soul; the radical effects of punk on his politics,
homework and trouser dimensions; playing in crap bands and
failing to impress girls; writing for the NME by accident; living
the sex, drugs (chiefly lager in a plastic glass) and rock and
roll lifestyle; discovering the tawdry truth behind the glamour
and knowing when to ditch it all for what really matters. From
Stuart's four minutes in a leisure centre with MC Hammer to
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four days in a small van with Napalm Death it's a life-affirming
journey through the land where ordinary life and pop come
together to make music.
This international-bestselling memoir of childhood in
post–World War I rural England is one of the most
“remarkable” portraits of youth in all literature (The New York
Times). Three years old and wrapped in a Union Jack to
protect him from the sun, Laurie Lee arrived in the village of
Slad in the final summer of the First World War. The cottage
his mother had rented for three and sixpence a week had
neither running water nor electricity, but it was surrounded by
a lovely half-acre garden and, most importantly, it was big
enough for the seven children in her care. It was here, in a
verdant valley tucked into the rolling hills of the Cotswolds,
that Laurie Lee learned to look at life with a painter’s eye and
a poet’s heart—qualities of vision that, decades later, would
make him one of England’s most cherished authors. In this
vivid recollection of a magical time and place, water falls from
the scullery pump “sparkling like liquid sky.” Autumn is more
than a season—it is a land eternally aflame, like Moses’s
burning bush. Every midnight, on a forlorn stretch of heath, a
phantom carriage reenacts its final, wild ride. And, best of all,
the first secret sip of cider, “juice of those valleys and of that
time,” leads to a boy’s first kiss, “so dry and shy, it was like
two leaves colliding in air.” An instant classic when it was first
published in 1959, Cider with Rosie is one of the most
endearing and evocative portraits of youth in all of literature.
The first installment in an autobiographical trilogy that
includes As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning and A
Moment of War, it is also a heartfelt and lyrical ode to
England, and to a way of life that may belong to the past, but
will never be forgotten.

This is a vivid memoir of childhood in a remote Cotswold
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village, a village before electricity or cars, a timeless
place on the verge of change. Growing up amongst the
fields and woods and characters of the place, Laurie Lee
depicts a world that is both immediate and real and
belonging to a now distant past.
As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning is the moving
follow-up to Laurie Lee's acclaimed Cider with Rosie
Abandoning the Cotswolds village that raised him, the
young Laurie Lee walks to London. There he makes a
living labouring and playing the violin. But, deciding to
travel further a field and knowing only the Spanish
phrase for 'Will you please give me a glass of water?', he
heads for Spain. With just a blanket to sleep under and
his trusty violin, he spends a year crossing Spain, from
Vigo in the north to the southern coast. Only the
outbreak of the Spanish Civil War puts an end to his
extraordinary peregrinations . . . 'He writes like an angel
and conveys the pride and vitality of the humblest
Spanish life with unfailing sharpness, zest and humour'
Sunday Times 'There's a formidable, instant charm in the
writing that genuinely makes it difficult to put the book
down' New Statesman 'A beautiful piece of writing'
Observer
At all times wonderfully evocative and poignant, Cider
With Rosie is a charming memoir of Laurie Lee's
childhood in a remote Cotswold village, a world that is
tangibly real and yet reminiscent of a now distant past. In
this idyllic pastoral setting, unencumbered by the callous
father who so quickly abandoned his family
responsibilities, Laurie's adoring mother becomes the
centre of his world as she struggles to raise a growing
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family against the backdrop of the Great War. The
sophisticated adult author's retrospective commentary on
events is endearingly juxtaposed with that of the
innocent, spotty youth, permanently prone to tears and
self-absorption. Rosie's identity from the novel Cider with
Rosie was kept secret for 25 years. She was Rose
Buckland, Lee's cousin by marriage.

The Latina superstar shares the impossible true
story of her fight to realize her dreams in this
powerful memoir and inspirational guide filled with
hard-earned, heartfelt advice for all women striving
for independence. The Girl with the Self-Esteem
Issues is the remarkable story of Rosie Mercado’s
journey from helplessness to becoming a model, life
coach, and daytime celebrity and one of the “top 25
most powerful Latinas” (People). But as Rosie
reveals, that success came after years of pain.
When Rosie was only nineteen, the father of her
newborn walked out with no warning. With no
college degree, no career, and an addiction to
emotional eating, Rosie was overwhelmed. How
could she take care of a child when she could barely
care for herself? Yet despite her lack of selfconfidence, the courageous young woman rose from
the ashes—only to fall again . . . and again. The
journey included three husbands, three divorces,
three children, and years of abuse, infidelity, broken
promises, and sleepless nights. Rosie's life was
anything but easy, especially when her weight
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ballooned to 400 pounds. Yet she never, ever gave
up. When one door closed in her face, she picked
herself up and knocked on another one. Despite the
pain, the rejection, and the disappointment, there
were small victories and successes. Each one gave
her the strength to keep on going. Eventually, she
found the courage to take control of her life, lost 240
pounds, and found the life she’s always wanted.
Hers is a story of survival and triumph you will never
forget. For women who feel trapped, isolated, fat,
ugly, invisible, or less than; for the motivated, girlboss, bad bit*h, champions out there, The Girl with
the Self-Esteem Issues unfolds with raw honesty,
courage, and hope.
'The voice on the other end of the phone was
severe. "It's your grandmother ... She's been
arrested." ' Nick Robertson has become used to his
grandmother Rosie's dotty behaviour. At 86, a widow
now, she is determined that before life passes her
by, she will live a little. Or, preferably, a lot. It
wouldn't be so bad if Nick had nothing else to do, but
with a job to find, two warring parents to cope with
and a love life in terminal decline, he would prefer
his grandmother to get on with things quietly. But,
Rosie insists, there is no time like the present. Life is
to be enjoyed to the full and to hell with the
consequences. She'll help Nick find the soulmate he
clearly lacks and he can help her make the most of
her few remaining years. There is no such thing as
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the generation gap ... Rosie is another deliciously
entertaining novel from the immensely popular
author of The Haunting, Folly and Bring Me Home.
Of a young family with an unconventional but lovable
mother. Decriptions of the Cotswold country and
interesting, amusing village characters.
A young man’s journey—from the international bestselling
account of his idyllic childhood in rural England to “a poetic
memoir” of the Spanish Civil War (The Washington Post). In
his acclaimed autobiographical trilogy, “one of the great
writers of the twentieth century” presents a vivid portrait of
coming of age in Europe between the wars (The
Independent). Beginning with the international bestselling,
lyrical memoir of his childhood in the Cotswolds, Laurie Lee
follows up with a fascinating travel narrative of crossing
England and Spain on foot, and brings the story to a climax
with a gripping chronicle of his part in the Spanish Civil War.
Cider with Rosie: International Bestseller Three years old and
wrapped in a Union Jack to protect him from the sun, Laurie
Lee arrived in the village of Slad in the final summer of the
First World War. The cottage his mother had rented had
neither running water nor electricity, but it was surrounded by
a lovely half-acre garden and big enough for the seven
children in her care. In this verdant valley tucked into the
rolling hills of the Cotswolds, Lee learned to look at life with a
painter’s eye and a poet’s heart—qualities of vision that,
decades later, would make him one of England’s most
cherished authors. “A remarkable book . . . dazzling.” —The
New York Times As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning:
At age nineteen, Lee set out to walk the hundred miles from
Slad to London, carrying only a change of clothes, his violin,
a tent, a tin of biscuits, and some cheese. With a detour of an
extra hundred miles to see the sea for the first time, Lee
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hopped a ferry to Spain because he knew enough Spanish to
ask for a glass of water, and wandered the country for a year
on foot. In one of the finest travel narratives of the twentieth
century, Lee offers an unforgettable portrait of Spain on the
eve of its civil war. “The vivid, sensitive, irresistibly readable
story of what happened after [Lee] left home.” —The Daily
Mail A Moment of War: Returning to a divided Spain in the
bitter December of 1937 by crossing the Pyrenees from
France, the idealistic young Lee came face to face with the
reality of war, in this New York Times Notable Book. The
International Brigade he sought to join was far from the
gallant fighting force he’d envisioned but instead a collection
of misfits without proper leadership or purpose. In a sudden
confrontation with the enemy, he was left feeling anything but
heroic. Captured more than once as a spy, Lee was lucky to
escape with his life. “Written with brilliant economy and
belongs to the remarkable literature which the Spanish Civil
War inspired.” —The Independent
British poet Laurie Lee's celebrated autobiographical trilogy:
Cider with Rosie, As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning
and A Moment of War 'I was set down from the carrier's cart
at the age of three; and there with a sense of bewilderment
and terror my life in the village began.' 'This trilogy is a
sequence of early recollections, beginning with the dazzling
lights and sounds of my first footings on earth in a steep
Cotswold valley some three miles long. For nineteen years
this was the limit of my world, then one midsummer morning I
left home and walked to London and down the blazing length
of Spain during the innocent days of the early thirties. Never
had I felt so fat with time, so free to go where I would. Then
such indulgence was suddenly broken by the savage
outbreak of the Civil War . . .' - Laurie Lee
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