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Chinese Foreign Policy An Introduction
This book poses and addresses several main questions about the major sources,
patterns, and consequences of Chinese foreign policy behavior. It represents a joint
venture into the seemingly forbidden territory of interdisciplinary inquiry in the study of
Chinese foreign policy.
Chinese foreign policy has changed radically since the Cultural Revolution of
1966-1969. This book focuses on turning points in China's policy and looks at the
influence of foreign pressures on China. It assesses the impact of internal political
struggles on the conduct of Chinese foreign affairs.
The People’s Republic of China is now over fifty years old. Long considered an
outsider, or a club of one, in international relations, China has recently become more
active in international institutions. Is China becoming a responsible power in global and
regional international relations? How accurate is the traditional perception of China?
What factors may be motivating the changes in China’s approach to international
institutions and its perceptions of its own role in the world? There is no certainty that
China is becoming a more responsible power, recent developments may be just
another manifestation of realpolitik. Power and Responsibility in Chinese Foreign Policy
provides a vital insight into these issues, analysing the critical issues in China’s
international relations– China’s regional and global diplomatic and security problems,
the changing role of the People’s Liberation Army, human rights, religious and
democratic movements, and the concept of responsibility. Power and Responsibility in
Chinese Foreign Policy is an insightful and vital introduction to all sides of the current
debate over China’s international relations.
Looking at China's foreign policy, this book focuses on the Confucian-based need of
Chinese leaders to present themselves as the supreme moral rectifiers of the world
order.
Various domestic factors impact upon China's foreign policy making, such as
bureaucracy, academics, media and public opinion. This stimulating book examines
their increasing influence and focuses in particular on China's policy towards the United
States, exploring whether there has been an emergence of societal factors,
independent of the Communist Party, that have begun to exert influence over the policy
process. It also debates questions such as how it will affect the ability of the Chinese
government to frame and implement its policy towards the US, and whether it has
generated institutional arrangements in China for cooperation on issues such as trade,
human rights and Taiwan. The book provides a better understanding of the role of
societal forces in China's foreign policy making process.
This book examines how the rise of China has influenced its cross-regional foreign
policy toward non-Arab countries in the Middle East between 2001 and 2011. Analyzing
contemporary international crises in the Middle East such as the Iran nuclear crisis, the
Palestinian–Israeli conflict, and the Cyprus question, the volume draws on daily
newspapers published in Chinese, Turkish, and English and official documents as
primary sources. The examined period is critical to understand China’s aggressive and
more attractive foreign policy dynamism in the following years. All the bilateral relations
China has developed in the Middle East during these years was a preparation for the
next big step toward China’s rising influence in the region and the world. Utilizing the
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framework of debates on the rise of China in international relations literature, the
volume focuses on political, economic, and military aspects of the power transition.
Claiming that China’s foreign policy toward the Middle East can be defined as "active
pragmatism," the "non-Arab" conceptualization provides a new understanding of
China’s traditional Middle Eastern foreign policies. The study assesses fieldwork
carried out in Beijing and Shanghai, and Chinese sources that are critical in
understanding both official and academic perspectives. The book is a key resource for
students, academics and analysts interested in China and the Middle East relations,
foreign policy, and politics, as well as for contemporary political historians.
This book is a study of the making of foreign policy of China, a rising power in the 21st
century. It examines three sets of driving forces behind China’s foreign policy making.
One is historical sources, including the selective memories and reconstruction of the
glorious empire with an ethnocentric world outlook and the century of humiliation at the
hands of foreign imperialist powers. The second set is domestic institutions and
players, particularly the proliferation of new party and government institutions and
players, such as the national security commission, foreign policy think tanks, media and
local governments. The third set is Chinese perception of power relations, particularly
their position in the international system and their position relations with major powers.
This book consists of articles from the Journal of Contemporary China.
China’s foreign policy in the Arab world is important because it reflects China’s
general foreign policy. In this study, first published in 1981, the author draws upon a
wealth of previously unpublished and inaccessible material to analyse Chinese attitudes
in three cases: the two Arab liberation movements, the Palestine Resistance Movement
and the Popular Front for the Liberation of the Oman, and the established and
independent State of Kuwait. Since the Arab liberation movements played a significant
political role within their fields of operation, it was necessary for China to decide
whether these movements did actually fit in with Chinese foreign policy objectives. Dr
Behbehani’s analysis of these two case studies provides the basis for a discussion of
whether China’s motives in supporting the liberation movements are theoretical or
purely practical. China’s support for Kuwait’s political internal continuity is related to
the stability of the whole Gulf region. The author analyses Chinese support for Kuwait
and the surrounding conservative states on two main bases, political and economic, in
the form of trade. It is through these channels, particularly the economic one, that China
has sought to establish itself in the Gulf and the Arabian peninsula.
The Ashgate Research Companion to Chinese Foreign Policy draws out the full range of topics
and issues that characterise China's external affairs. The volume is intended to provide an
overview of Chinese foreign policy that will be relevant both to experts in the field as well as
those that are just starting to grapple with Beijing's international outlook. The investigation of
Chinese foreign policy offered by the volume is divided into seven parts: - Part I focuses on the
historical evolution of Chinese foreign policy by detailing the specific traditions and the altering
paradigms of Beijing's external outlook proffered for the explanation and understanding of
Chinese foreign policy - Part II discusses the different analytical perspectives proffered for the
explanation and understanding of Chinese foreign policy - Part III considers the domestic
sources of Chinese foreign policy - Part IV analyses the international impact of Beijing's
outreach - Part V of the volume begins the exploration of China's relations with specific
international actors - Part VI investigates the regional interactions of Chinese foreign policy Part VII of the volume draws attention to several issues impacting both the practice and the
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understanding of Chinese foreign policy This Companion draws a vivid picture of the full
spectrum of topics, issues, and relationships that define China's international interactions. The
collection therefore provides a relevant point of departure for anyone interested in learning
about Beijing's external affairs. Owing to the wide range of themes and ideas, this volume is
essential reading for students of Chinese foreign policy.
This updated and expanded 3rd edition of Chinese Foreign Policy seeks to explain the
processes, actors and current history behind China’s international relations, as well as offering
an in-depth look at the key areas of China’s modern global relations. Among the key issues
are: The expansion of Chinese foreign policy from regional to international interests China’s
growing economic power in an era of global financial uncertainty Modern security challenges,
including maritime security, counter-terrorism and protection of overseas economic interests
The shifting power relationship with the United States, as well as with the European Union,
Russia and Japan. China’s engagement with a growing number of international and regional
institutions and legal affairs The developing great power diplomacy of China New chapters
address not only China’s evolving foreign policy interests but also recent changes in the
international system and the effects of China’s domestic reforms. In response to current
events, sections addressing Chinese trade, bilateral relations, and China’s developing
strategic interest in Russia and the Polar Regions have be extensively revised and updated.
This book will be essential reading for students of Chinese foreign policy and Asian
international relations, and highly recommended for students of diplomacy, international
security and IR in general.
From the Introduction: The principal question that is posed in this study is, what has been the
influence of Mao’s united front doctrine on China’s foreign policy? A related but secondary
question is also considered: In what ways, if any, has China's participation in the international
system caused Peking to revise its conception of a united front in world politics? Insofar as
Mao's thoughts about united fronts are part of the total array of theories and operational
principles that make up the Chinese communist “ideology,” this essay considers one aspect of
the relationship between ideology and foreign policy. Since this question has long been the
subject of a mostly inconclusive and often circular academic debate, [Armstrong states his]
reasons for returning to it here. The first is that the problem is no less important because it
admits of no easy solution. Indeed, with the breakdown in the twentieth century of even the
limited consensus over norms and values that permitted a great power concert to exist for part
of the nineteenth, the question is clearly one of major significance in contemporary
international relations. Since China has become in many ways a symbol of the postwar
ideological challenge to the established order in world politics, the question is particularly
relevant in a study of China’s foreign policy. Finally, by combining a strictly limited focus of
enquiry with a systematic approach to the problem it may be possible to overcome some of the
analytical difficulties that surround the larger issue of the relation of ideas to social practice.
This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of
California Press’s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice,
reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality,
peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title
was originally published in 1977.
Protecting China's Interests Overseas provides a fascinating and new window into Chinese
foreign and security policymaking. In particular, it shows how the management of nontraditional security issues abroad led to the emergence of China's strategy to defend its
interests overseas. This book comes at a critical time, as China has just inaugurated its first
overseas military base in Djibouti, thereby establishing a long-term military presence outside
Asia. Based on a large number of Chinese primary sources, the book examines how the main
actors involved in the making and implementation of Chinese foreign policy understood the
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problem of protecting the assets and lives of Chinese companies and nationals abroad,
especially in North Africa and the Middle East, and interacted with each other depending on
their priorities, preferences, and organizational interests. As the different chapters explore
various aspects and dynamics within the Chinese foreign and security policy machine, the
analysis concludes that the emergence of China's strategy to defend its interests overseas
was, to a large extent, crisis-driven. The evacuation of 36,000 Chinese nationals from Libya in
2011 was a critical moment in this process. Henceforth, significant efforts were made to
strengthen the capabilities of and coordination between the different agencies under the
control of the Chinese leadership, especially the Chinese People's Liberation Army.
Consistently, China's military presence abroad expanded and evolved over the years to
stabilize the regions where the country's human and economic presence is most significant,
and to neutralize the non-traditional security threats against it. However, Chinese policymakers
still face important challenges and complex dilemmas on the path to formulate a sustainable
policy towards this very difficult issue. Protecting China's Interests Overseas also offers an
opportunity to rethink how we study and understand Chinese foreign policymaking.
This book assesses the role of identity and Chinese face culture in Chinese foreign policy by
analyzing China’s political and economic retaliation against South Korea’s deployment of the
THAAD (Terminal High Altitude Area Defense) system on its soil. By examining the history and
military action of China, Japan, and North and South Korea, the book argues that China’s
divergent responses were caused by different expectations according to whether states had a
perceived identity as a friend or a rival. The author demonstrates that Chinese face culture
shapes China’s reaction to others through three dynamics of seeking, saving, and losing face.
This book shows how identity and culture have worked in the relationship between China and
neighboring countries through three case studies exploring North Korea’s Taepodong-2
missile launch and first nuclear test in 2006, South Korea’s decision to allow the United States
to deploy the THAAD around 2016, and Japan’s decision to deploy two U.S. X-band radars in
2005 and 2014. A timely analysis of the importance of identity and culture in international
relations, the book will be of interest to scholars of Chinese foreign policy, Sino-South Korean
relations, Sino-North Korean relations, Sino-Japanese relations, Korean Politics, Asian Politics,
and International Relations.
Since the establishment of the People's Republic of China in 1949, and particularly after the
opening brought about by economic reforms roughly thirty years thereafter, China has become
an influential player in regional and global affairs. Increasingly, both American and European
policymakers examine Chinese foreign policy as a flexible, pragmatic, and significant element
in world affairs. This has accelerated in the middle of the new first decade of this century, as
business firms and political officials have developed interests in the sources, processes, and
significance of China's reemergence as a global force. This volume examines how, in
conjunction with rapid economic growth and profound social transformation, China's foreign
policy is experiencing significant transition. The purpose of this truly deep and probing
collection is to deepen Western understanding of the sources, substance, and significance of
Chinese foreign policy--with a focus on the post Cold War environment. Contributors include
academic specialists, area researchers, and distinguished journalists, all with firsthand
experience in the field of China studies. The volume is divided into four parts: (1) theory and
culture; (2) perspective and identity; (3) bilateral relationships; and (4) retrospective and
prospective essays on Chinese policy concerns. The volume is sensitive to changes in national
leadership and Communist Party structure as well as continuity and change in foreign policy.
As Lowell Dittmer of the University of California notes in his Foreword, "precisely because it is
so difficult to do well, the analysis of foreign policy is often conducted rather tritely. Thus it is a
real pleasure to find assembled here a treasure trove of some of the finest work by some of the
field's most penetrating minds. This is fortunate, for at the core of this volume is one of the
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biggest and most portentous questions to confront the world at the outset of the twenty-first
century. That
As China's role and influence throughout the world continues to grow, understanding this
evolution becomes ever more important. This book is dedicated to exploring new trends and
themes in Chinese foreign policy, with the aim of adding new insights to the existing literature
and opening up opportunities for further specialised research. The book is divided into to three
sections: National, touching on issues within China and its periphery; Transnational, looking at
how concepts and people influence power; and finally, International, examining China's
interactions with the other regions and nations. The chapters work together to offer a sweeping
overview of a multitude of new perspectives on China's interactions and activities throughout
the world. Contributors Ilaria Carrozza, Benjamin Creutzfeldt, Nori Katagiri, Neville Chi Hang
Li, Tony Tai-Ting Liu, Gustav Sundqvist, Casper Wits, Shu Liang (Karl) Yan and Claudia
Zanardi
Chinese Domestic Politics and Foreign Policy in the 1970s undertakes a systematic
examination of selected aspects of Peking’s foreign policy, using content analysis, both
quantitative and qualitative, of the media. The first study treats media images of the United
States and Taiwan in 1976–77; the second analyzes domestic politics and foreign trade,
1971–1976. [1, 2]

This updated and expanded new edition of Chinese Foreign Policy examines the
patterns of engagement with various domestic and international actors that have
shaped Beijing's foreign policy since the Cold War. It explores a series of ongoing
questions and trends, as well as offering an in-depth look at the key areas of China's
modern global relations. Bringing together the many different facets of China's foreign
interests, the volume presents a comprehensive overview of the country's international
affairs, covering such key issues as: -the rise of globalisation, international financial
uncertainty, and China's economic power -the country's bilateral and multilateral
approaches to international problem-solving -China's engagement in various regional
and international regimes -modern strategic challenges, including terrorism and
economic security -the question of shifting American power -Beijing's changing political,
strategic and economic linkages with the developed and developing world. Chinese
Foreign Policy will be of great interest to upper-level students of Chinese international
relations, Asian politics, comparative foreign policy and international relations, as well
as professionals interested in China's changing place in the global system.
This volume will be divided into four sections: Chinese Diplomacy, International
Strategies, World and China Economy, and Sino-US Relations. In an era when China is
rapidly undergoing transitions and reformations, it provides scholars in the Englishspeaking world with a window to understand the important perspectives of the Chinese
academia.
This book analyses how China overcame its meagre reputation in the early 1990s to
become an aggressively growing military power and rising threat to the international
system. The author focuses on China’s new multilateral foreign policy approach,
ambitious military build-up programme and economic cooperation initiatives. This book
presents a much-needed comparative perspective of China in terms of foreign policy,
seeking to develop analytical tools to assess China’s motivations and moves. The
author suggests that understanding China’s new foreign policy, its tactics in multilateral
organisations, and approaches to conflict resolutions are elementary to grasp the new
realities of international relations, particularly relevant to newly established institutions
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in the evolving Asian political system which require basic knowledge for analysing the
politics in this continent. This book uses an innovative approach, a qualitative analysis
of China’s foreign policy addressing criteria of reputation management, to overcome
the perceived ‘China threat’.
With new assertiveness and prominence, China under President Xi Jinping is rightly
considered an emerging and aggressive superpower backed by growing economic and
impressive military strength. In this meticulous and balanced assessment, Robert G.
Sutter traces China’s actions under Xi Jinping, including the many challenges they post
to the international status quo. He provides a comprehensive analysis of newly
prominent Chinese unconventional levers of power and influence in foreign affairs that
were previously disguised, hidden, denied or otherwise neglected or unappreciated by
specialists. Sutter considers the domestic issues that preoccupy Beijing and the global
factors economic and political factors that complicate and constrain as well as enhance
China’s advance to international prominence.
The expanding scope of China1s international activities is one of the newest and most
important trends in global affairs. Its global activism is continually changing and has so
many dimensions that it immediately raises questions about its current and long-term
intentions. This monograph analyzes how China defines its international objectives,
how it is pursuing them, and what it means for U.S. economic and security interests.
Lu Ning, former assistant to a vice-foreign minister of China, draws on archival
materials, interviews, and personal experiences, to provide unique insights into the
formal and informal structures, processes, mechanisms, and dynamics of--and key
players in--foreign-policy decisionmaking in Beijing. Lu Ning sheds light on controversial
decisions that were made, such as China's entering the Korean War, selling DF-3
missiles to Saudi Arabia in 1986, and cooperating with the Israeli defense
establishment.Lu Ning divulges the inner workings of Beijing's foreign ministry,
introduces new Chinese language sources, and presents a series of case studies that
challenge existing Western theoretical analysis of Chinese policymaking. Based on his
examination of the past forty years, Lu Ning makes predictions about likely changes in
Beijing's leadership and in its foreign-policy decisionmaking process. This accessibly
written, incisive book will be invaluable to anyone interested in Sinology, Chinese
foreign policy, comparative foreign policy, and contemporary international relations of
East Asia.This second edition contains a fully revised Introduction, and it has been
updated through President Clinton's recent visit to China. The new edition also contains
new material on the Clinton Administration's varying policy positions toward China.
This book provides a systematic and comprehensive analysis and overview of China's
foreign policy since 1949. It starts with constructing an analytical framework for
explaining Chinese foreign policy and then, on the basis of that, outlines and analyzes
over time developments in different areas of foreign policy - such as security policy,
international economic policy and policy toward multilateralism - and foreign policy
toward different areas of the world - such as the United States, East Asia, Europe and
developing countries. The book also examines decision making in Chinese foreign
policy, discusses issues of current concern including maritime disputes, Xi Jinping's
more assertive approach to foreign policy, the One Belt One Road initiative, and the
trade war with the United States. The book concludes with a comparative analysis of
the three phases of China's foreign policy since 1949 and provides a brief assessment
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of how China's foreign policy is likely to develop going forward.
In this timely text, Denny Roy shows how the drive for security and power underlying
Chinese foreign policy is reinforced by other important factors, including China's
internal political struggles and unique, historically driven perceptions of international
affairs. Providing a wide-ranging assessment of China's foreign policy, the author
explores the PRC's relationships with key international organizations and countries,
including the United States, Japan, Russia, Korea, India, and the Southeast Asian
states.

The success of China’s post-1978 reforms has provided it with significant
resources to reshape its external environment. This book shows how China has
leveraged this power from a neorealist perspective, projecting military and
economic power to advance Chinese interests.
Ten outstanding specialists in Chinese foreign policy draw on new theories,
methods, and sources to examine China's use of force, its response to
globalization, and the role of domestic politics in its foreign policy.
This volume explores how China is adapting to international norms and practices
while still giving primacy to its national interests. It examines China's strategic
behaviour on the world stage, particularly in its relationships with major powers
and Asian neighbours.
How does China see the rest of the world? One way to answer this question is to
look at the work of China’s scholars in the field of International Relations (IR).
This leads to a second question – to what extent do Chinese IR scholars
influence Beijing’s foreign policy and outlook? The contributors to this book seek
to answer these key questions, drawing on their own first- and second-hand
experiences of involvement in scholarly IR debates in China. Discussing
fundamental aspects of China’s foreign policy such as China’s view of the
international structure, soft power projection, maritime disputes, and the principle
of non-interference, this book provides insights into the hinterland of Chinese
foreign policy-making. It is an invaluable reference for global IR scholars,
especially those with a direct interest in understanding and predicting China’s
actions and reactions on a range of international issues.
"This comprehensive introduction to Chinese foreign relations examines the
opportunities and limits China faces as it seeks growing international influence.
Tracing the record of twists and turns in Chinese foreign relations since the end
of the Cold War, Robert G. Sutter provides a nuanced analysis that shows that
along with popular perceptions of its growing power, Beijing is hampered by both
domestic and international constraints. Newly revised, this edition features more
extensive treatment of China's role in the international economy and greater
discussion of its relations with the developing world. Overall, the text's balanced
and thorough assessment shows China's leaders exerting more influence in
world affairs but remaining far from dominant. Facing numerous contradictions
and tradeoffs, they move cautiously as they deal with a complex global
environment."--Publisher's description.
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Until recently, Westerners have not adequately understood the structure of the
PRC's policymaking process in the post-Mao period. Dr. Barnett's pathbreaking
study provides comprehensive information on how China's foreign policy
decisions are made. The author draws not only on his past research but also on
intensive interviews conducted during 1984 with a wide range of Chinese officials
(including Premier Zhao Ziyang), academics, and journalists to describe a major
shift in top-level decision making from the Politburo and Standing Committee to
the Party Secretariat and State Council. He analyzes the foreign-policy roles of
various specialized party and government organizations, as well as the roles of
key government ministries and the military establishment, and discusses not only
the institutions and individuals involved in the policy process but also the sources
of information and analyses on which their decisions are based, including major
press organizations, research institutions, and universities. Taking advantage of
the new openness of both leaders and working-level specialists in the PRC, Dr.
Barnett has written the most detailed and up-to-date study available. One of the
most distinguished China experts of our time, A. Doak Barnett was professor of
government at Columbia University and a senior fellow of the Brookings
Institution. He is now professor of Chinese Studies at the School of Advanced
International Studies at The Johns Hopkins University.
As China’s political and economic influence in the world is rapidly increasing, it is
essential to understand how China’s domestic politics affects its foreign political
and economic policy. This book offers an accessible, informative and up-to-date
systemic analysis of the foreign policy of China. Where mainstream literature on
international relations usually suggests that China’s foreign policy is primarily
determined by external factors, such as the international system and external
settings, this book demonstrates instead that domestic factors profoundly shape
China’s foreign policy from the late Mao’s era to the reform era. It demonstrates
how China’s foreign policy is driven by the preservation of political and economic
regimes; the political survival of the top leader; the top leader’s vision for, and
skills in, managing external affairs; the leader’s policy priorities; dramatic events
and the process of policymaking. It presents its argument in-depth analysis of
major cases of Chinese foreign policy – for example, China’s difficult relations
with Southeast Asia; China’s 15-year accession to the World Trade Organization
(WTO); China’s oil diplomacy in the recent decade, and the diversified process
of foreign policy making in the twenty-first century.
A third edition of this book is now available. This comprehensive and thoroughly
updated introduction to Chinese foreign relations discerns the opportunities and
limits China faces as it seeks increased international influence. Tracing the
record of twists and turns in Chinese foreign relations since the end of the Cold
War, Robert G. Sutter provides a nuanced analysis that shows that despite
popular perceptions of its growing power, Beijing is hampered by both domestic
and international constraints. This text's balanced and meticulous assessment
shows China's leaders exerting more influence in world affairs but remaining far
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from dominant. Facing numerous contradictions and tradeoffs, they move
cautiously as they deal with a complex global environment.
This book focuses on China’s future under Xi Jinping’s authoritarian leadership by examining
various facets of the political, economic, social and foreign policy trajectories of contemporary
China. It assesses Xi Jinping’s power dynamic as the ‘core’ leader of the Communist Party of
China (CPC) and analyses the impact of Xi’s signature domestic policies which demonstrate
his political authority within the domestic sphere. Moreover, the book presents Xi’s pro-active,
assertive and action-oriented outlook as a foundation for China’s diplomacy in the ‘new era’.
Bringing together an international set of experts in the field who explore critical facets of China
under Xi Jinping that deeply influence the regional as well as the global order, the book
investigates the impact of Chinese initiatives such as the grand Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and the BRICS New Development Bank
(NDB). Importantly, the book illustrates US-China relations and outlines how this relationship
will intensify in the post-COVID-19 era, which is poised to be one of the biggest challenges and
turning points of the ‘Asian Century’. Offering a timely insight into China’s future and the
trajectory of Xi Jinping’s consolidation of power, this book will be of interest to academics in
the fields of China Studies, Asian and International Politics and International Relations.
There has been a discernable calibration of Chinese foreign policy since the ascension of Xi
Jinping to the top leadership positions in China. The operative term here is adjustment rather
than renovation because there has not been a fundamental transformation of Chinese foreign
policy or "setting up of a new kitchen" in foreign affairs. Several continuities in Chinese
diplomacy are still evident. The People’s Republic of China (PRC) has not wavered from its
overarching strategy of rising through peaceful development. The PRC is still an active
participant and leader in, or shaper of, global and regional regimes even as it continues to
push for reforms of the extant order, towards an arrangement which it thinks will be less unjust
and more equitable. It seeks to better "link up with the international track", perhaps even more
so under Xi’s stewardship. Yet amidst these continuities, it is clear that there have been some
profound shifts in China’s foreign policy. From the enunciation of strategic slogans such as the
"Asian security concept" and "major country diplomacy with Chinese characteristics"; the
creation of the China-led and initiated Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank; the pursuit of Xi’s
signature foreign policy initiative, the One Belt One Road; to a purportedly more assertive and
resolute defense of China’s maritime territorial interests in East Asia—examples of these
foreign policy calibrations (both patent and subtle) abound. In short, this has not been a
complete metamorphosis but there are real changes, with important repercussions for China
and the international system. The burning questions then are What, Where, How and Why:
What are these key foreign policy adjustments? Where and how have these occurred in
Chinese diplomacy? And what are the reasons or drivers that inform these changes? This
book seeks to capture these changes. Featuring contributions from academics, think-tank
intellectuals and policy practitioners, all engaged in the compelling business of China-watching,
the book aims to shed more light on the calibrations that have animated China’s diplomacy
under Xi, a leader who by most accounts is considered the most powerful Chinese numero uno
since Deng Xiaoping.
China is the world’s second largest economy and a key player in world politics. This book
looks at China’s foreign policy from a macro perspective. It analyses China’s peripheral and
regional policy as well as its relations with other major powers – India and Russia. It offers
insight into the historical security concerns of China and the linkages of internal domestic
issues with external diplomacy which reshape its relations with neighbouring countries. The
volume also examines President Xi Jinping’s foreign policy orientations and aspirations for
future. In face of growing global concern on China’s hegemonic ambitions in the region, the
book gauges the tensions between China and Japan in the South China Sea as well as the
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apprehensions of several smaller Asian countries that may perceive China’s strategic and geoeconomic advantages and military strength as a threat. This book will be useful to scholars and
researchers of China studies, politics, foreign policy, international relations, military and
strategic studies, defence and security studies, area studies, and political studies.
Although a growing number of books treat China’s rise and world view, China Orders the
World brings together Chinese and Western scholars in a uniquely detailed and nuanced
exploration of how traditional Chinese culture is being remolded into a "Chinese-style" world
order for the twenty-first century.
The global implications of China’s rise as a global actor In 2005, a senior official in the George
W. Bush administration expressed the hope that China would emerge as a “responsible
stakeholder” on the world stage. A dozen years later, the Trump administration dramatically
shifted course, instead calling China a “strategic competitor” whose actions routinely threaten
U.S. interests. Both assessments reflected an underlying truth: China is no longer just a
“rising” power. It has emerged as a truly global actor, both economically and militarily. Every
day its actions affect nearly every region and every major issue, from climate change to trade,
from conflict in troubled lands to competition over rules that will govern the uses of emerging
technologies. To better address the implications of China’s new status, both for American
policy and for the broader international order, Brookings scholars conducted research over the
past two years, culminating in a project: Global China: Assessing China’s Growing Role in the
World. The project is intended to furnish policy makers and the public with hard facts and deep
insights for understanding China’s regional and global ambitions. The initiative draws not only
on Brookings’s deep bench of China and East Asia experts, but also on the tremendous
breadth of the institution’s security, strategy, regional studies, technological, and economic
development experts. Areas of focus include the evolution of China’s domestic institutions;
great power relations; the emergence of critical technologies; Asian security; China’s influence
in key regions beyond Asia; and China’s impact on global governance and norms. Global
China: Assessing China’s Growing Role in the World provides the most current, broad-scope,
and fact-based assessment of the implications of China’s rise for the United States and the
rest of the world.
This book examines the power transition between the US and China, and the implications for
Europe and Asia in a new era of uncertainty. The volume addresses the impact that the rise of
China has on the United States, Europe, transatlantic relations, and East Asia. China is
seeking to use its enhanced power position to promote new ambitions; the United States is
adjusting to a new superpower rivalry; and the power shift from the West to the East is
resulting in a more peripheral role for Europe in world affairs. Featuring essays by prominent
Chinese and international experts, the book examines the US–China rivalry, the changing
international system, grand strategies and geopolitics, foreign policy, geo-economics and
institutions, and military and technological developments. The chapters examine how strategic,
security, and military considerations in this triangular relationship are gradually undermining
trade and economics, reversing the era of globalization, and contributing to the breakdown of
the US-led liberal order and institutions that will be difficult to rebuild. The volume also
examines whether the adversarial antagonism in US–China relations, the tension in
transatlantic ties, and the increasing rivalry in Europe–China relations are primarily resulting
from leaders’ ambitions or structural power shifts. This book will be of much interest to
students of Asian security, US foreign policy, European politics, and International Relations in
general.
This book examines China’s relations with its weak peripheral states through the theoretical
lens of structural power and structural violence. China’s foreign policy concepts toward its
weak neighbouring states, such as the ‘One Belt, One Road’ strategy, are premised on the
assumption that economic exchange and a commitment to common development are the most
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effective means of ensuring stability on its borders. This book, however, argues that China’s
overreliance on economic exchange as the basis for its bilateral relations contains inherently
self-defeating qualities that have contributed and can further contribute to instability and
insecurity within China’s periphery. Unequal economic exchange between China and its weak
neighbours results in Chinese influence over the state’s domestic institutions, what this book
refers to as ‘structural power’. Chinese structural power, in turn, can undermine the state’s
development, contribute to social unrest, and exacerbate existing state/society tensions—what
this book refers to as ‘structural violence’. For China, such outcomes lead to instability within
its peripheral environment and raise its vulnerability to security threats stemming from
nationalism, separatism, terrorism, transnational organised crime, and drug trafficking, among
others. This book explores the causality between China’s economically-reliant foreign policy
and insecurity in its weak peripheral states and considers the implications for China’s security
environment and foreign policy. This book will be of much interest to students of Chinese
politics, Asian security studies, international political economy and IR in general.
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