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The first edition of Percorsi quickly became one of the best-selling elementary Italian texts. The new second edition features a new
design, more focus on skills-development, updated cultural information and a full version of MyItalianLab. Percorsi is an
introductory program that promotes the acquisition of Italian language and culture through the integration of the “5 Cs” principles
of the National Standards for Foreign Language Education. Percorsi is designed to provide beginning learners with a variety of
tools to develop their communicative competence in the four major language skills–listening, speaking, reading, and writing–as
they acquire familiarity with Italian culture. All of the features in Percorsi have been carefully thought out to support the two key
aspects of the language acquisition process: language comprehension and language production. From the start, carefully
structured communicative activities based on authentic materials and texts encourage students to use Italian in everyday
situations. Generous use of authentic content also offers students a chance to develop reading skills while gaining cultural
awareness and understanding of Italian communities and traditions throughout the world. In addition, each chapter explicitly
promotes cultural exploration through illustrated presentations that are followed by activities facilitating comprehension and
highlighting cultural comparisons. Students are encouraged to analyze and compare extremely varied aspects of Italian culture
while making connections to their own experiences. MyItalianLab will be available for Fall 2011 courses.
One of Italy's best-known writers takes a Grand Tour through her cities, history, and literature in search of the true character of this
contradictory nation. There is Michelangelo, but also the mafia. Pavarotti, but also Berlusconi. The debonair Milanese, but also the
infamous captain of the Costa Concordia cruise ship. This is Italy, admired and reviled, a country that has guarded her secrets and
confounded outsiders. Now, when this "Italian paradox" is more evident than ever, cultural authority Corrado Augias poses the
puzzling questions: how did it get this way? How can this peninsula be simultaneously the home of geniuses and criminals, the
cradle of beauty and the butt of jokes? An instant #1 bestseller in Italy, Augias's latest sets out to rediscover the story-different
from the history-of this country. Beginning with how Italy is seen from the outside and from the inside, he weaves a geo-historical
narrative, passing through principal cities and rereading the classics and the biographies of the people that have, for better or
worse, made Italians who they are. From the gloomy atmosphere of Cagliostro's Palermo to the elegant court of Maria Luigia in
Parma, from the ghetto of Venice to the heroic Neapolitan uprising against the Nazis, Augias sheds light on the Italian character,
explaining it to outsiders and to Italians themselves. The result is a "novel of a nation," whose protagonists are both the figures we
know from history and literature and characters long hidden between the cracks of historical narrative and memory.
Bill Gates is not only the world's most successful capitalist; he's the world's biggest philanthropist. Gates has approached
philanthropy the same way he revolutionized computer software: with a fierce ambition to change the rules of the game. That's
why at last year's annual meeting of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, Gates advocated a 'creative capitalism', in
which big corporations should integrate doing good into their way of doing business. This controversial new idea is discussed and
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debated by the more than 40 contributors to this book, among them three Nobel laureates and two former U.S. cabinet secretaries.
Edited by author and columnist Michael Kinsley, Creative Capitalismbrings together some of the world's best minds to engage
Gates's challenge. From Warren Buffet, who seconds Gates's analysis, to Lawrence Summers, who worries about the
consequences of multiple corporate objectives, the essays cover a broad spectrum of opinion. Creative Capitalismis not just a
book for philanthropists. It's a book that challenges the conventional wisdom about our economic system, a roadmap for the new
global economy that is emerging as capitalism adapts itself once again to a changing world.
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