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Brief Interviews With Hideous Men
Presents David Foster Wallace critiques philosopher Richard Taylor's work implying that
humans have no control over the future and includes essays linking Wallace's critique with his
later works of fiction.
Winner of the Alice Fay di Castagnola Award from the Poetry Society of America, this new
collection of verse from Atsuro Riley offers a vivid weavework rendering and remembering an
American place and its people. Recognized for his “wildly original” poetry and his “uncanny
and unparalleled ability to blend lyric and narrative,” Atsuro Riley deepens here his uncommon
mastery and tang. In Heard-Hoard, Riley has “razor-exacted” and “raw-wired” an absorbing
new sequence of poems, a vivid weavework rendering an American place and its people. At
once an album of tales, a portrait gallery, and a soundscape; an “inscritched” dirt-mural and
hymnbook, Heard-Hoard encompasses a chorus of voices shot through with (mostly human)
histories and mysteries, their “old appetites as chronic as tides.” From the crackling story-man
calling us together in the primal circle to Tammy figuring “time and time that yonder oak,” this
collection is a profound evocation of lives and loss and lore.
Since its publication in 2003, Understanding David Foster Wallace has served as an
accessible introduction to the rich array of themes and formal innovations that have made
Wallace's fiction so popular and influential. A seminal text in the burgeoning field of David
Foster Wallace studies, the original edition of Understanding David Foster Wallace was
nevertheless incomplete as it addressed only his first four works of fiction—namely the novels
The Broom of the System and Infinite Jest and the story collections Girl with Curious Hair and
Brief Interviews with Hideous Men. This revised edition adds two new chapters covering his
final story collection, Oblivion, and his posthumous novel, The Pale King. Tracing Wallace's
relationship to modernism and postmodernism, this volume provides close readings of all his
major works of fiction. Although critics sometimes label Wallace a postmodern writer, Boswell
argues that he should be regarded as the nervous leader of some still-unnamed (and perhaps
unnamable) third wave of modernism. In charting a new direction for literary practice, Wallace
does not seek to overturn postmodernism, nor does he call for a return to modernism. Rather
his work moves resolutely forward while hoisting the baggage of modernism and
postmodernism heavily, but respectfully, on its back. Like the books that serve as its primary
subject, Boswell's study directly confronts such arcane issues as postmodernism, information
theory, semiotics, the philosophy of Ludwig Wittgenstein, and poststructuralism, yet it does so
in a way that is comprehensible to a wide and general readership—the very same readership
that has enthusiastically embraced Wallace's challenging yet entertaining and redemptive
fiction.
"Twilight Man is biography, romance, and nonfiction mystery, carrying with it the bite of fiction."
-- Los Angeles Review of Books “In Twilight Man, Liz Brown uncovers a noir fairytale, a new
glimpse into the opulent Gilded Age empire of the Clark family.” —Bill Dedman, co-author of
The New York Times bestseller Empty Mansions: The Mysterious Life of Huguette Clark and
the Spending of a Great American Fortune The unbelievable true story of Harrison Post--the
enigmatic lover of one of the richest men in 1920s Hollywood--and the battle for a family
fortune. In the booming 1920s, William Andrews Clark Jr. was one of the richest, most
respected men in Los Angeles. The son of the mining tycoon known as "The Copper King of
Montana," Clark launched the Los Angeles Philharmonic and helped create the Hollywood
Bowl. He was also a man with secrets, including a lover named Harrison Post. A former
salesclerk, Post enjoyed a lavish existence among Hollywood elites, but the men's money--and
their homosexuality--made them targets, for the district attorney, their employees and, in Post's
case, his own family. When Clark died suddenly, Harrison Post inherited a substantial
fortune--and a wealth of trouble. From Prohibition-era Hollywood to Nazi prison camps to
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Mexico City nightclubs, Twilight Man tells the story of an illicit love and the battle over a family
estate that would destroy one man's life. Harrison Post was forgotten for decades, but after a
chance encounter with his portrait, Liz Brown, Clark's great-grandniece, set out to learn his
story. Twilight Man is more than just a biography. It is an exploration of how families shape
their own legacies, and the lengths they will go in order to do so.
The acclaimed New York Times–bestselling biography and “emotionally detailed portrait of the
artist as a young man” (Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times) In the first biography of the
iconic David Foster Wallace, D.T. Max paints the portrait of a man, self-conscious, obsessive
and struggling to find meaning. If Wallace was right when he declared he was “frightfully and
thoroughly conventional,” it is only because over the course of his short life and stunning
career, he wrestled intimately and relentlessly with the fundamental anxiety of being human. In
his characteristic lucid and quick-witted style, Max untangles Wallace’s anxious sense of self,
his volatile and sometimes abusive connection with women, and above all, his fraught
relationship with fiction as he emerges with his masterpiece Infinite Jest. Written with the
cooperation of Wallace’s family and friends and with access to hundreds of unpublished
letters, manuscripts and journals, this captivating biography unveils the life of the profoundly
complicated man who gave voice to what we thought we could not say.
The agents at the IRS Regional Examination Center in Peoria, Illinois, appear ordinary enough
to newly arrived trainee David Foster Wallace. But as he immerses himself in a routine so
tedious and repetitive that new employees receive boredom-survival training, he learns of the
extraordinary variety of personalities drawn to this strange calling. And he has arrived at a
moment when forces within the IRS are plotting to eliminate even what little humanity and
dignity the work still has. The Pale King remained unfinished at the time of David Foster
Wallace's death, but it is a deeply compelling and satisfying novel, hilarious and fearless and
as original as anything Wallace ever undertook. It grapples directly with ultimate
questions--questions of life's meaning and of the value of work and society--through characters
imagined with the interior force and generosity that were Wallace's unique gifts. Along the way
it suggests a new idea of heroism and commands infinite respect for one of the most daring
writers of our time.
This book approaches David Foster Wallace not only as a fiction writer but also as a cultural
critic and a moral philosopher whose formal innovations were intended as "therapies" for the
pervasive dis-eases of our time.
A gargantuan, mind-altering comedy about the Pursuit of Happiness in America Set in an
addicts' halfway house and a tennis academy, and featuring the most endearingly screwed-up
family to come along in recent fiction, Infinite Jest explores essential questions about what
entertainment is and why it has come to so dominate our lives; about how our desire for
entertainment affects our need to connect with other people; and about what the pleasures we
choose say about who we are. Equal parts philosophical quest and screwball comedy, Infinite
Jest bends every rule of fiction without sacrificing for a moment its own entertainment value. It
is an exuberant, uniquely American exploration of the passions that make us human - and one
of those rare books that renew the idea of what a novel can do. "The next step in fiction...Edgy,
accurate, and darkly witty...Think Beckett, think Pynchon, think Gaddis. Think." --Sven Birkerts,
The Atlantic

Part of the Penguin Orange Collection, a limited-run series of twelve influential and
beloved American classics in a bold series design offering a modern take on the iconic
Penguin paperback Winner of the 2016 AIGA + Design Observer 50 Books | 50 Covers
competition For the seventieth anniversary of Penguin Classics, the Penguin Orange
Collection celebrates the heritage of Penguin’s iconic book design with twelve
influential American literary classics representing the breadth and diversity of the
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Penguin Classics library. These collectible editions are dressed in the iconic orange
and white tri-band cover design, first created in 1935, while french flaps, high-quality
paper, and striking cover illustrations provide the cutting-edge design treatment that is
the signature of Penguin Classics Deluxe Editions today. The Broom of the System The
“dazzling, exhilarating” (San Francisco Chronicle) debut novel from one of the most
groundbreaking writers of his generation, The Broom of the System is an outlandishly
funny and fiercely intelligent exploration of the paradoxes of language, storytelling, and
reality.
The true operatic tragedy of Maximilian and Carlota, the European aristocrats who
stumbled into colonial power in Mexico—and faced bloody consequences. In the 1860s,
Napoleon III, intent on curbing the rise of American imperialism, persuaded a young
Austrian archduke and a Belgian princess to leave Europe and become the emperor
and empress of Mexico. They and their entourage arrived in a Mexico ruled by terror,
where revolutionary fervor was barely suppressed by French troops. When the United
States, now clear of its own Civil War, aided the rebels in pushing back Maximilian’s
imperial soldiers, the French army withdrew, abandoning the young couple. The regime
fell apart. Maximilian was executed by a firing squad and Carlota, secluded in a Belgian
castle, descended into madness. Assiduously researched and vividly told, The Last
Emperor of Mexico is a dramatic story of European hubris, imperialist aspirations
clashing with revolutionary fervor, and the Old World breaking from the New.
"A gripping guide to the modern taming of the infinite."—The New York Times. With a
new introduction by Neal Stephenson. Is infinity a valid mathematical property or a
meaningless abstraction? David Foster Wallace brings his intellectual ambition and
characteristic bravura style to the story of how mathematicians have struggled to
understand the infinite, from the ancient Greeks to the nineteenth-century mathematical
genius Georg Cantor's counterintuitive discovery that there was more than one kind of
infinity. Smart, challenging, and thoroughly rewarding, Wallace's tour de force brings
immediate and high-profile recognition to the bizarre and fascinating world of higher
mathematics.
A collection of 23 stories, several of which deal with misunderstandings between men
and women. In one, a man assumes that women find his mutilated arm sexy, in another
a wife is inhibited in her lovemaking by fear that her husband will think she is a slut.
A compelling, comprehensive, and substantive introduction to the work of David Foster
Wallace.
In this thought-provoking and playful short story collection, David Foster Wallace
nudges at the boundaries of fiction with inimitable wit and seductive intelligence.
Wallace's stories present a world where the bizarre and the banal are interwoven and
where hideous men appear in many guises. Among the stories are 'The Depressed
Person,' a dazzling and blackly humorous portrayal of a woman's mental state; 'Adult
World,' which reveals a woman's agonized consideration of her confusing sexual
relationship with her husband; and 'Brief Interviews with Hideous Men,' a dark, hilarious
series of imagined interviews with men on the subject of their relations with women.
Wallace delights in leftfield observation, mining the absurd, the surprising, and the
illuminating from every situation. This collection will enthrall DFW fans, and provides a
perfect introduction for new readers.
Brilliant, dazzling, never-before-collected nonfiction writings by "one of America's most
Page 3/8

Download Free Brief Interviews With Hideous Men
daring and talented writers." (Los Angeles Times Book Review). Both Flesh and Not
gathers fifteen of Wallace's seminal essays, all published in book form for the first time.
Never has Wallace's seemingly endless curiosity been more evident than in this
compilation of work spanning nearly 20 years of writing. Here, Wallace turns his critical
eye with equal enthusiasm toward Roger Federer and Jorge Luis Borges; Terminator 2
and The Best of the Prose Poem; the nature of being a fiction writer and the quandary
of defining the essay; the best underappreciated novels and the English language's
most irksome misused words; and much more. Both Flesh and Not restores Wallace's
essays as originally written, and it includes a selection from his personal vocabulary list,
an assembly of unusual words and definitions.
In this exuberantly praised book - a collection of seven pieces on subjects ranging from
television to tennis, from the Illinois State Fair to the films of David Lynch, from
postmodern literary theory to the supposed fun of traveling aboard a Caribbean luxury
cruiseliner - David Foster Wallace brings to nonfiction the same curiosity, hilarity, and
exhilarating verbal facility that has delighted readers of his fiction, including the
bestselling Infinite Jest.
In this rare peak into the personal life of the author of numerous bestselling novels, gain an
understanding of David Foster Wallace and how he became the man that he was. Only once
did David Foster Wallace give a public talk on his views on life, during a commencement
address given in 2005 at Kenyon College. The speech is reprinted for the first time in book
form in This is Water. How does one keep from going through their comfortable, prosperous
adult life unconsciously? How do we get ourselves out of the foreground of our thoughts and
achieve compassion? The speech captures Wallace's electric intellect as well as his grace in
attention to others. After his death, it became a treasured piece of writing reprinted in The Wall
Street Journal and the London Times, commented on endlessly in blogs, and emailed from
friend to friend. Writing with his one-of-a-kind blend of causal humor, exacting intellect, and
practical philosophy, David Foster Wallace probes the challenges of daily living and offers
advice that renews us with every reading.
The sexy, action-packed first book in the #1 New York Times bestselling Court of Thorns and
Roses series from Sarah J. Maas. When nineteen-year-old huntress Feyre kills a wolf in the
woods, a terrifying creature arrives to demand retribution. Dragged to a treacherous magical
land she knows about only from legends, Feyre discovers that her captor is not truly a beast,
but one of the lethal, immortal faeries who once ruled her world. At least, he's not a beast all
the time. As she adapts to her new home, her feelings for the faerie, Tamlin, transform from icy
hostility into a fiery passion that burns through every lie she's been told about the beautiful,
dangerous world of the Fae. But something is not right in the faerie lands. An ancient, wicked
shadow is growing, and Feyre must find a way to stop it, or doom Tamlin-and his world-forever.
From bestselling author Sarah J. Maas comes a seductive, breathtaking book that blends
romance, adventure, and faerie lore into an unforgettable read.
The beloved debut novel about an affluent Indian family forever changed by one fateful day in
1969, from the author of The Ministry of Utmost Happiness NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
• MAN BOOKER PRIZE WINNER Compared favorably to the works of Faulkner and Dickens,
Arundhati Roy’s modern classic is equal parts powerful family saga, forbidden love story, and
piercing political drama. The seven-year-old twins Estha and Rahel see their world shaken
irrevocably by the arrival of their beautiful young cousin, Sophie. It is an event that will lead to
an illicit liaison and tragedies accidental and intentional, exposing “big things [that] lurk unsaid”
in a country drifting dangerously toward unrest. Lush, lyrical, and unnerving, The God of Small
Things is an award-winning landmark that started for its author an esteemed career of fiction
and political commentary that continues unabated.
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In this, his first collection of essays, Saunders trains his eye on the real world rather than the
fictional and reveals it to be brimming with wonderful, marvellous strangeness. As he faces a
political and cultural reality saturated with lazy media, false promises and political
doublespeak, Saunders invokes the wisdom of American literary heroes Twain, Vonnegut and
Barthelme and inspires us to re-examine our assumptions about the world we live in, as we
struggle to discover what is really there.
Twelve stories on life as seen by a flute player. He is James Wallace of Nashville, 40, an
enterprising 1960s anti-war hippie who instead of going to Canada joined the U.S. Marine
Corps as a bandsman and avoided the war that way.
In his startling and singular new short story collection, David Foster Wallace nudges at the
boundaries of fiction with inimitable wit and seductive intelligence. Among the stories are 'The
Depressed Person', a dazzling and blackly humorous portrayal of a woman's mental state;
'Adult World', which reveals a woman's agonised consideration of her confusing sexual
relationship with her husband; and 'Brief Interviews with Hideous Men', a dark, hilarious series
of portraits of men whose fear of women renders them grotesque. Wallace's stories present a
world where the bizarre and the banal are interwoven and where hideous men appear in many
different guises. Thought-provoking and playful, this collection confirms David Foster Wallace
as one of the most imaginative young writers around. Wallace delights in leftfield observation,
mining the ironic, the surprising and the illuminating from every situation. His new collection will
delight his growing number of fans, and provide a perfect introduction for new readers.
Why do screen narratives remain so different in an age of convergence and globalisation that
many think is blurring distinctions? This collection attempts to answer this question using
examples drawn from a range of media, from Hollywood franchises to digital comics, and a
range of countries, from the United States to Japan
Remarkable, hilarious, and unsettling re-imaginations of reality by "a dynamic writer of
extraordinary talent" (New York Times Book Review). David Foster Wallace was one of
America's most prodigiously talented and original young writers, and Girl with Curious Hair
displays the full range of his gifts. From the eerily "real," almost holographic evocations of
historical figures such as Lyndon Johnson and overtelevised game-show hosts and late-night
comedians to the title story, in which terminal punk nihilism meets Young Republicanism,
Wallace renders the incredible comprehensible, the bizarre normal, the absurd hilarious, the
familiar strange.
What do we value? Why do we value it? And in a neoliberal age, can morality ever displace
money as the primary means of defining value? These are the questions that drove David
Foster Wallace, a writer widely credited with changing the face of contemporary fiction and
moving it beyond an emotionless postmodern irony. Jeffrey Severs argues in David Foster
Wallace's Balancing Books that Wallace was also deeply engaged with the social, political, and
economic issues of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. A rebellious economic thinker,
Wallace satirized the deforming effects of money, questioned the logic of the monetary system,
and saw the world through the lens of value's many hidden and untapped meanings. In original
readings of all of Wallace's fiction, from The Broom of the System and Infinite Jest to his story
collections and The Pale King, Severs reveals Wallace to be a thoroughly political writer whose
works provide an often surreal history of financial crises and economic policies. As Severs
demonstrates, the concept of value occupied the intersection of Wallace's major interests:
economics, work, metaphysics, mathematics, and morality. Severs ranges from the Great
Depression and the New Deal to the realms of finance, insurance, and taxation to detail
Wallace's quest for balance and grace in a world of excess and entropy. Wallace showed
characters struggling to place two feet on the ground and restlessly sought to "balance the
books" of a chaotic culture. Explaining why Wallace's work has galvanized a new phase in
contemporary global literature, Severs draws connections to key Wallace forerunners Don
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DeLillo, Thomas Pynchon, and William Gaddis, as well as his successors—including Dave
Eggers, Teddy Wayne, Jonathan Lethem, and Zadie Smith—interpreting Wallace's legacy in
terms of finance, the gift, and office life.
In David Foster Wallace: Fiction and Form, David Hering analyses the structures of David
Foster Wallace's fiction, from his debut The Broom of the System to his final unfinished novel
The Pale King. Incorporating extensive analysis of Wallace's drafts, notes and letters, and
taking account of the rapidly expanding field of Wallace scholarship, this book argues that the
form of Wallace's fiction is always inextricably bound up within an ongoing conflict between the
monologic and the dialogic, one strongly connected with Wallace's sense of his own authorial
presence and identity in the work. Hering suggests that this conflict occurs at the level of both
subject and composition, analysing the importance of a number of provocative structural and
critical contexts – ghostliness, institutionality, reflection – to the fiction while describing how this
argument is also visible within the development of Wallace's manuscripts, comparing early
drafts with published material to offer a career-long framework of the construction of Wallace's
fiction. The final chapter offers an unprecedentedly detailed analysis of the troubled, decadelong construction of the work that became The Pale King.
Collection of interviews that profiles Wallace's career of twenty years, from 1987 until his
suicide in 2008, that provides insight into his development as a writer and complicated
persona.
Depression and Dysphoria in the Fiction of David Foster Wallace is the first full-length study of
this critically overlooked theme, addressing a major gap in Wallace studies. Wallace has long
been recognised as a ‘depression laureate’ inheriting a mantle previously held by Sylvia Plath
due to the frequent and remarkable depictions of depressed characters in his fiction. However,
this book resists taking Wallace’s fiction at face value and instead situates close reading of his
complex fictions in theoretical dialogue both with philosophical and theoretical texts and with
contemporary authors and infl uences. This book explores Wallace’s complex engagement
with philosophical and medical ideas of emotional suffering and demonstrates how this evolves
over his career. The shifts in Wallace’s thematic focus on various forms of dysphoria, including
heartache, loneliness, boredom, and anxiety, as well as depression, correspond to an
increasingly pessimistic philosophy underlying his fiction.
The quintessential depiction of 1980s New York and the downtown scene from the artist, actor,
musician, and composer John Lurie “Ferocious and wise, funny and tragic, raging and
forgiving, and I loved every page.”—Nick Flynn, author of Another Bullshit Night in Suck City In
the tornado that was downtown New York in the 1980s, John Lurie stood at the vortex. After
founding the band The Lounge Lizards with his brother, Evan, in 1979, Lurie quickly became a
centrifugal figure in the world of outsider artists, cutting-edge filmmakers, and cultural rebels.
Now Lurie vibrantly brings to life the whole wash of 1980s New York as he developed his
artistic soul over the course of the decade and came into orbit with all the prominent artists of
that time and place, including Andy Warhol, Debbie Harry, Boris Policeband, and, especially,
Jean-Michel Basquiat, the enigmatic prodigy who spent a year sleeping on the floor of Lurie’s
East Third Street apartment. It may feel like Disney World now, but in The History of Bones,
the East Village, through Lurie’s clear-eyed reminiscence, comes to teeming, gritty life. The
book is full of grime and frank humor—Lurie holds nothing back in this journey to one of the
most significant moments in our cultural history, one whose reverberations are still strongly felt
today. History may repeat itself, but the way downtown New York happened in the 1980s will
never happen again. Luckily, through this beautiful memoir, we all have a front-row seat.
From the author of Infinite Jest and Consider the Lobster: a collection of five brilliant essays on
tennis, from the author's own experience as a junior player to his celebrated profile of Roger
Federer at the peak of his powers. A "long-time rabid fan of tennis," and a regionally ranked
tennis player in his youth, David Foster Wallace wrote about the game like no one else. On
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Tennis presents David Foster Wallace's five essays on the sport, published between 1990 and
2006, and hailed as some of the greatest and most innovative sports writing of our time. This
lively and entertaining collection begins with Wallace's own experience as a prodigious tennis
player ("Derivative Sport in Tornado Alley"). He also challenges the sports memoir genre
("How Tracy Austen Broke My Heart"), takes us to the US Open ("Democracy and Commerce
at the U.S. Open"), and profiles of two of the world's greatest tennis players ("Tennis Player
Michael Joyce's Professional Artistry as a Paradigm of Certain Stuff About Choice, Freedom,
Limitation, Joy, Grotesquerie, and Human Completeness" and "Federer Both Flesh and Not").
With infectious enthusiasm and enormous heart, Wallace's writing shows us the beauty,
complexity, and brilliance of the game he loved best.
In the sequel to the New York Times best-selling novel Hope Never Dies, Obama and Biden
reprise their roles as BFFs-turned-detectives as they chase Obama's stolen cell phone through
the streets of Chicago--and right into a vast conspiracy. Following a long but successful book
tour, Joe Biden has one more stop before he can return home: Chicago. His old pal Barack
Obama has invited him to meet a wealthy benefactor whose endorsement could turn the tide
for Joe if he decides to run for president. The two friends barely have time to catch up before
another mystery lands in their laps: Obama’s prized Blackberry is stolen. When their numberone suspect winds up full of lead on the South Side, the police are content to write it off as just
another gangland shooting. But Joe and Obama smell a rat... Set against the backdrop of a
raucous city on St. Patrick’s Day, Joe and Obama race to find the shooter, only to uncover a
vast conspiracy that goes deeper than the waters of Lake Michigan—which is exactly where
they’ll spend the rest of their retirement if they’re not careful.
NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE, STARRING JASON SEGAL AND JESSE EISENBERG,
DIRECTED BY JAMES PONSOLDT An indelible portrait of David Foster Wallace, by turns
funny and inspiring, based on a five-day trip with award-winning writer David Lipsky during
Wallace’s Infinite Jest tour In David Lipsky’s view, David Foster Wallace was the best young
writer in America. Wallace’s pieces for Harper’s magazine in the ’90s were, according to
Lipsky, “like hearing for the first time the brain voice of everybody I knew: Here was how we all
talked, experienced, thought. It was like smelling the damp in the air, seeing the first flash from
a storm a mile away. You knew something gigantic was coming.” Then Rolling Stone sent
Lipsky to join Wallace on the last leg of his book tour for Infinite Jest, the novel that made him
internationally famous. They lose to each other at chess. They get iced-in at an airport. They
dash to Chicago to catch a make-up flight. They endure a terrible reader’s escort in
Minneapolis. Wallace does a reading, a signing, an NPR appearance. Wallace gives in and
imbibes titanic amounts of hotel television (what he calls an “orgy of spectation”). They fly
back to Illinois, drive home, walk Wallace’s dogs. Amid these everyday events, Wallace tells
Lipsky remarkable things—everything he can about his life, how he feels, what he thinks, what
terrifies and fascinates and confounds him—in the writing voice Lipsky had come to love. Lipsky
took notes, stopped envying him, and came to feel about him—that grateful, awake feeling—the
same way he felt about Infinite Jest. Then Lipsky heads to the airport, and Wallace goes to a
dance at a Baptist church. A biography in five days, Although Of Course You End Up
Becoming Yourself is David Foster Wallace as few experienced this great American writer.
Told in his own words, here is Wallace’s own story, and his astonishing, humane, alert way of
looking at the world; here are stories of being a young writer—of being young generally—trying to
knit together your ideas of who you should be and who other people expect you to be, and of
being young in March of 1996. And of what it was like to be with and—as he tells it—what it was
like to become David Foster Wallace. "If you can think of times in your life that you’ve treated
people with extraordinary decency and love, and pure uninterested concern, just because they
were valuable as human beings. The ability to do that with ourselves. To treat ourselves the
way we would treat a really good, precious friend. Or a tiny child of ours that we absolutely
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loved more than life itself. And I think it’s probably possible to achieve that. I think part of the
job we’re here for is to learn how to do it. I know that sounds a little pious." —David Foster
Wallace

'When you're a child you don't really think... cos you like to live like a child. Doesn't
really seem you're just going to be an adult. Like time flies by and you just want... to,
like, stay as a child, but you just enjoy things, the way it goes.' Award-winning writer
Chris Goode teamed up with Karl James (The Dialogue Project) to ask thirty 8-10 year
olds to talk about their lives, their thoughts, their world. In Monkey Bars their words are
spoken by adults. Not adults playing children, but adults playing adults, in adult
situations. Monkey Bars is a revelatory verbatim show that is funny, touching and
endlessly surprising. Winner of a 2012 Fringe First Award.
Where do you begin with a writer as original and brilliant as David Foster Wallace?
Here -- with a carefully considered selection of his extraordinary body of work, chosen
by a range of great writers, critics, and those who worked with him most closely. This
volume presents his most dazzling, funniest, and most heartbreaking work -- essays
like his famous cruise-ship piece, "A Supposedly Fun Thing I'll Never Do Again,"
excerpts from his novels The Broom of the System, Infinite Jest, and The Pale King,
and legendary stories like "The Depressed Person." Wallace's explorations of morality,
self-consciousness, addiction, sports, love, and the many other subjects that occupied
him are represented here in both fiction and nonfiction. Collected for the first time are
Wallace's first published story, "The View from Planet Trillaphon as Seen In Relation to
the Bad Thing" and a selection of his work as a writing instructor, including reading lists,
grammar guides, and general guidelines for his students. A dozen writers and critics,
including Hari Kunzru, Anne Fadiman, and Nam Le, add afterwords to favorite pieces,
expanding our appreciation of the unique pleasures of Wallace's writing. The result is
an astonishing volume that shows the breadth and range of "one of America's most
daring and talented writers" (Los Angeles Times Book Review) whose work was full of
humor, insight, and beauty.
In the stories that make up Oblivion, David Foster Wallace joins the rawest, most naked
humanity with the infinite involutions of self-consciousness -- a combination that is
dazzlingly, uniquely his. These are worlds undreamt of by any other mind. Only David
Foster Wallace could convey a father's desperate loneliness by way of his son's
daydreaming through a teacher's homicidal breakdown (The Soul Is Not a Smithy). Or
could explore the deepest and most hilarious aspects of creativity by delineating the
office politics surrounding a magazine profile of an artist who produces miniature
sculptures in an anatomically inconceivable way (The Suffering Channel). Or capture
the ache of love's breakdown in the painfully polite apologies of a man who believes his
wife is hallucinating the sound of his snoring (Oblivion). Each of these stories is a
complete world, as fully imagined as most entire novels, at once preposterously surreal
and painfully immediate.
THE STORY: A love story about the impossibility of love, REASONS TO BE PRETTY
introduces us to Greg, who really, truly adores his girlfriend, Steph. Unfortunately, he
also thinks she has a few physical imperfections, and when he casually mentions t
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