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National polls show that approximately 50 million adult Americans are born-again Christians.
Yet most Americans see their culture as secular, and the United States is viewed around the
world as a secular nation. Further, intellectuals and journalists often portray born-again
Christians, despite their numbers, as outsiders who endanger public life. But is American
culture really so neatly split between the religious and the secular? Is America as "modern"
and is born-again Christian religious belief as "pre-modern" as many think? In the 1980s, bornagain Christians burst into the political arena with stunning force. Gone was the image of "oldfashioned" fundamentalism and its anti-worldly, separatist philosophy. Under the leadership of
the Reverend Jerry Falwell and allied preachers, millions broke taboos in place since the
Scopes trial constraining their interaction with the public world. They claimed new cultural
territory and refashioned themselves in the public arena. Here was a dynamic body of activists
with an evangelical vision of social justice, organized under the rubric of the "Moral Majority."
Susan Harding, a cultural anthropologist, set out in the 1980s to understand the significance of
this new cultural movement. The result, this long-awaited book, presents the most original and
thorough examination of Christian fundamentalism to date. Falwell and his co-pastors were the
pivotal figures in the movement. It is on them that Harding focuses, and, in particular, their use
of the Bible's language. She argues that this language is the medium through which born-again
Christians, individual and collective, come to understand themselves as Christians. And it is
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inside this language that much of the born-again movement took place. Preachers like Falwell
command a Bible-based poetics of great complexity, variety, creativity, and force, and, with it,
attempt to mold their churches into living testaments of the Bible. Harding focuses on the
words--sermons, speeches, books, audiotapes, and television broadcasts--of individual
preachers, particularly Falwell, as they rewrote their Bible-based tradition to include, rather
than exclude, intense worldly engagement. As a result of these efforts, born-again Christians
recast themselves as a people not separated from but engaged in making history. The Book of
Jerry Falwell is a fascinating work of cultural analysis, a rare account that takes fundamentalist
Christianity on its own terms and deepens our understanding of both religion and the modern
world.
From the conservative spokesperson and author of Slander and How to Talk to a Liberal
comes an all new, timely, and thought-provoking study of American politics and religion that
looks at the Left's attacks on the Judeo-Christian tradition. Reprint. 300,000 first printing.
Analyzes the American evangelical experience, drawing on intimate interviews with members
of the Vineyard church while explaining the scientific aspects of intensely practiced prayer and
collective supernatural experiences.
This book contains three prolific essays by the world renown polish anthropologist Bronislaw
Malinowski. First published in 1926, Magic, Science and Religion provides its readers with a
seminal collection of texts exploring the concepts of magic, religion, science, rite and myth,
detailing how they interlink to offer exciting and informative insights into the Trobrianders of
New Guinea. A must-have for any students of anthropology and collectors of Malinowski’s
work, we are republishing this classic work with a new introductory biography of the author.
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Hearing From God is For Every Single Believer The Lord is speaking to you all the time, you
just need to know how to listen. If you are a Christian, then you need to hear from God, it is
available to you and He has made an easy way for you to know His will. If you are not a born
again Christian you cannot enter fully into this. But God will still speak to you without you
realizing it. This book is your introduction to the realm of the prophetic and hearing from God.
For a more in depth teaching, look for other books by Les D. Crause on prophetic ministry.
Hearing from God is not just something that the Old Testament prophets did. And it is not
something that only a select few special people can do. It is for you right now, and as a born
again believer you can hear from God every day. It is as simple as breathing. Sometimes you
will not hear the voice of God, but your own voice or the voice of the enemy, the Devil. That is
why it is important that every believer knows how to hear from God for themselves, and to
know when it is Him speaking in their lives. In this book you will find a practical guide to
hearing the voice of God. There are 7 different ways to hear that are covered in each chapter.
There are also practical projects given in each chapter to help you understand and apply the
principles to your own life. These basic ways of hearing from God are for everyone, but you
can rise up and learn to flow in the prophetic and get greater revelation from God. Subjects
Covered in This Book: Spiritual Urim and Thummim This is a gut feeling as some people call it.
One of the simplest ways to get a yes or no answer from God is to learn to use this ability that
He has given you. Interpreting Dreams Everyone wants to know if their dreams mean
something. Sometimes dreams do not mean anything, but sometimes it is God speaking to
you. Learn the most simple way to interpret your dreams and know what God is telling you.
Journaling Journaling is the simple act of writing down what is happing in your life. You ask
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your questions and then write down what the Lord says to you. This simple act can give you
more revelation even than receiving a prophecy. It is a powerful tool that you can use every
day of your life to know what is the right direction to take. Audible Hearing and Love
Relationship Very few people have heard the voice of God out loud. But it is possible for you to
hear Him speaking to you face to face. This is the one of hardest ways to hear from God, but
you can learn to develop it. Also covered are: - Learning to Understand Visions - Tongues and
Prophecy - How to Receive from Angels Learn to hear from God and get His direction, and you
will have a new power in your life that you have not known before. This book will give you a
foundation and start you on the journey to hearing God clearly. Ultimately you can even rise up
as a prophet of God if that is where He leads you.
Cognitive Science, Religion, and Theology is the eighth title published in the Templeton
Science and Religion Series, in which scientists from a wide range of fields distill their
experience and knowledge into brief tours of their respective specialties. In this volume, wellknown cognitive scientist Justin L. Barrett offers an accessible overview of this interdisciplinary
field, reviews key findings in this area, and discusses the implications of these findings for
religious thought and practice. Cognitive science is the interdisciplinary study of minds and
mental activity, and as such, it addresses a fundamental feature of what it is to be human.
Further, in so far as religious traditions concern ideas and beliefs about the nature of humans,
the nature of the world, and the nature of the divine, cognitive science can contribute both
directly and indirectly to these theological concerns. Barrett shows how direct contributions
come from the growing area called cognitive science of religion (CSR), which investigates how
human cognitive systems inform and constrain religious thought, experience, and expression.
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CSR attempts to provide answers to questions such as: Why it is that humans tend to be
religious? And why are certain ideas (e.g. the possibility of an afterlife) so cross-culturally
recurrent? Barrett also covers the indirect implications that cognitive science has for theology,
such as human similarities and differences with the animal world, freedom and determinism,
and the relationship between minds and bodies. Cognitive Science, Religion, and Theology
critically reviews the research on these fascinating questions and discusses the many
implications that arise from them. In addition, this short volume also offers suggestions for
future research, making it ideal not only for those looking for an overview of the field thus far,
but also for those seeking a glimpse of where the field might be going in the future.
What does God's creation of humanity through the process of evolution mean for how we think
about human flourishing? Combining scientific evidence with wisdom from the Bible and
Christian theology, this introduction explores how the field of evolutionary psychology can be a
powerful tool for understanding human nature and our distinctively human purpose.
Infants have a lot to make sense of in the world: Why does the sun shine and night fall; why do
some objects move in response to words, while others won’t budge; who is it that looks over
them and cares for them? How the developing brain grapples with these and other questions
leads children, across cultures, to naturally develop a belief in a divine power of remarkably
consistent traits––a god that is a powerful creator, knowing, immortal, and good—explains noted
developmental psychologist and anthropologist Justin L. Barrett in this enlightening and
provocative book. In short, we are all born believers. Belief begins in the brain. Under the sway
of powerful internal and external influences, children understand their environments by
imagining at least one creative and intelligent agent, a grand creator and controller that brings
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order and purpose to the world. Further, these beliefs in unseen super beings help organize
children’s intuitions about morality and surprising life events, making life meaningful.
Summarizing scientific experiments conducted with children across the globe, Professor
Barrett illustrates the ways human beings have come to develop complex belief systems about
God’s omniscience, the afterlife, and the immortality of deities. He shows how the science of
childhood religiosity reveals, across humanity, a “natural religion,” the organization of those
beliefs that humans gravitate to organically, and how it underlies all of the world’s major
religions, uniting them under one common source. For believers and nonbelievers alike, Barrett
offers a compelling argument for the human instinct for religion, as he guides all parents in how
to effectively encourage children in developing a healthy constellation of beliefs about the
world around them.

In The Nones: Where They Came From, Who They Are, and Where They Are
Going, Ryan P. Burge details a comprehensive picture of an increasingly
significant group--Americans who say they have no religious affiliation. The
growth of the nones in American society has been dramatic. In 1972, just 5
percent of Americans claimed "no religion" on the General Social Survey. In
2018, that number rose to 23.7 percent, making the nones as numerous as both
evangelical Protestants and Roman Catholics. Every indication is that the nones
will be the largest religious group in the United States in the next decade. Burge
illustrates his precise but accessible descriptions with charts and graphs drawn
Page 6/27

Acces PDF Born Believers The Science Of Childrens Religious Belief
from over a dozen carefully curated datasets, some tracking changes in
American religion over a long period of time, others large enough to allow a
statistical deep dive on subgroups such as atheists and agnostics. Burge also
draws on data that tracks how individuals move in and out of religion over time,
helping readers understand what type of people become nones and what factors
lead an individual to return to religion. The Nones gives readers a nuanced,
accurate, and meaningful picture of the growing number of Americans who say
they have no religious affiliation. Burge explains how this rise happened, who the
nones are, and what they mean for the future of American religion.
By learning about the process of spiritual formation, parents and those leading
children's ministries will be enabled to facilitate the spiritual growth of children in
their care.
God is great—for your mental, physical, and spiritual health. Based on new
evidence culled from brain-scan studies, a wide-reaching survey of people’s
religious and spiritual experiences, and the authors’ analyses of adult drawings
of God, neuroscientist Andrew Newberg and therapist Mark Robert Waldman
offer the following breakthrough discoveries: • Not only do prayer and spiritual
practice reduce stress, but just twelve minutes of meditation per day may slow
down the aging process. • Contemplating a loving God rather than a punitive
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God reduces anxiety and depression and increases feelings of security,
compassion, and love. • Fundamentalism, in and of itself, can be personally
beneficial, but the prejudice generated by extreme beliefs can permanently
damage your brain. • Intense prayer and meditation permanently change
numerous structures and functions in the brain, altering your values and the way
you perceive reality. Both a revelatory work of modern science and a practical
guide for readers to enhance their physical and emotional health, How God
Changes Your Brain is a first-of-a-kind book about faith that is as credible as it is
inspiring.
A book to challenge the status quo, spark a debate, and get people talking about
the issues and questions we face as a country!
Derived from a Buddhist funerary text, this famous volume's timeless wisdom
includes instructions for attaining enlightenment, preparing for the process of
dying, and moving through the various stages of rebirth.
Mark Noll has written a major indictment of American evangelicalism. Reading
this book, one wonders if the evangelical movement has pandered so much to
American culture and tried to be so popular only to lose not only it's mind but it's
soul as well. For evangelical pastors and parishoners alike, this is a must read!
--Robert Wuthnow.
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If we want nonscientists and opinion-makers in the press, the lab, and the pulpit
to take a fresh look at the relationship between science and religion, Ronald L.
Numbers suggests that we must first dispense with the hoary myths that have
masqueraded too long as historical truths. Until about the 1970s, the dominant
narrative in the history of science had long been that of science triumphant, and
science at war with religion. But a new generation of historians both of science
and of the church began to examine episodes in the history of science and
religion through the values and knowledge of the actors themselves. Now Ronald
Numbers has recruited the leading scholars in this new history of science to
puncture the myths, from Galileo’s incarceration to Darwin’s deathbed
conversion to Einstein’s belief in a personal God who “didn’t play dice with the
universe.” The picture of science and religion at each other’s throats persists in
mainstream media and scholarly journals, but each chapter in Galileo Goes to
Jail shows how much we have to gain by seeing beyond the myths.
A Chicago Tribune "Best Books of 2014" • A Slate "Best Books 2014: Staff
Picks" • A St. Louis Post-Dispatch "Best Books of 2014" The fascinating story of
one of the most important scientific discoveries of the twentieth century. We know
it simply as "the pill," yet its genesis was anything but simple. Jonathan Eig's
masterful narrative revolves around four principal characters: the fiery feminist
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Margaret Sanger, who was a champion of birth control in her campaign for the
rights of women but neglected her own children in pursuit of free love; the
beautiful Katharine McCormick, who owed her fortune to her wealthy husband,
the son of the founder of International Harvester and a schizophrenic; the
visionary scientist Gregory Pincus, who was dismissed by Harvard in the 1930s
as a result of his experimentation with in vitro fertilization but who, after he was
approached by Sanger and McCormick, grew obsessed with the idea of inventing
a drug that could stop ovulation; and the telegenic John Rock, a Catholic doctor
from Boston who battled his own church to become an enormously effective
advocate in the effort to win public approval for the drug that would be marketed
by Searle as Enovid. Spanning the years from Sanger’s heady Greenwich
Village days in the early twentieth century to trial tests in Puerto Rico in the
1950s to the cusp of the sexual revolution in the 1960s, this is a grand story of
radical feminist politics, scientific ingenuity, establishment opposition, and,
ultimately, a sea change in social attitudes. Brilliantly researched and briskly
written, The Birth of the Pill is gripping social, cultural, and scientific history.
“A superbly argued book.” —Richard Dawkins, author of The God Delusion The
New York Times bestselling author of Why Evolution is True explains why any
attempt to make religion compatible with science is doomed to fail In this
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provocative book, evolutionary biologist Jerry A. Coyne lays out in clear,
dispassionate detail why the toolkit of science, based on reason and empirical
study, is reliable, while that of religion—including faith, dogma, and
revelation—leads to incorrect, untestable, or conflicting conclusions. Coyne is
responding to a national climate in which more than half of Americans don’t
believe in evolution, members of Congress deny global warming, and longconquered childhood diseases are reappearing because of religious objections to
inoculation, and he warns that religious prejudices in politics, education,
medicine, and social policy are on the rise. Extending the bestselling works of
Richard Dawkins, Daniel Dennett, and Christopher Hitchens, he demolishes the
claims of religion to provide verifiable “truth” by subjecting those claims to the
same tests we use to establish truth in science. Coyne irrefutably demonstrates
the grave harm—to individuals and to our planet—in mistaking faith for fact in
making the most important decisions about the world we live in. Praise for Faith
Versus Fact: “A profound and lovely book . . . showing that the honest doubts of
science are better . . . than the false certainties of religion.” —Sam Harris, author
of The End of Faith
In this provocative book, evolutionist and evangelical Christian Denis O.
Lamoureux proposes an approach to origins that moves beyond the 'evolutionPage 11/27
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versus-creation' debate.
"How new is atheism? Although adherents and opponents alike today present it
as an invention of the European Enlightenment, when the forces of science and
secularism broadly challenged those of faith, disbelief in the gods, in fact,
originated in a far more remote past. In Battling the Gods, Tim Whitmarsh
journeys into the ancient Mediterranean, a world almost unimaginably different
from our own, to recover the stories and voices of those who first refused the
divinities. Homer's epic poems of human striving, journeying, and passion were
ancient Greece's only "sacred texts," but no ancient Greek thought twice about
questioning or mocking his stories of the gods. Priests were functionaries rather
than sources of moral or cosmological wisdom. The absence of centralized
religious authority made for an extraordinary variety of perspectives on sacred
matters, from the devotional to the atheos, or "godless." Whitmarsh explores this
kaleidoscopic range of ideas about the gods, focusing on the colorful individuals
who challenged their existence. Among these were some of the greatest ancient
poets and philosophers and writers, as well as the less well known: Diagoras of
Melos, perhaps the first self-professed atheist; Democritus, the first materialist;
Socrates, executed for rejecting the gods of the Athenian state; Epicurus and his
followers, who thought gods could not intervene in human affairs; the brilliantly
Page 12/27

Acces PDF Born Believers The Science Of Childrens Religious Belief
mischievous satirist Lucian of Samosata. Before the revolutions of late antiquity,
which saw the scriptural religions of Christianity and Islam enforced by imperial
might, there were few constraints on belief. Everything changed, however, in the
millennium between the appearance of the Homeric poems and Christianity's
establishment as Rome's state religion in the fourth century AD. As successive
Greco-Roman empires grew in size and complexity, and power was increasingly
concentrated in central capitals, states sought to impose collective religious
adherence, first to cults devoted to individual rulers, and ultimately to
monotheism. In this new world, there was no room for outright disbelief: the label
"atheist" was used now to demonize anyone who merely disagreed with the
orthodoxy--and so it would remain for centuries."--Jacket.
A part of Harper Perennial’s special “Resistance Library” highlighting classic
works that illuminate the “Age of Trump”: A boldly packaged reissue of the
classic examination of dangerous nationalist political movements. “Its theme is
political fanaticism, with which it deals severely and brilliantly.” —New Yorker A
stevedore on the San Francisco docks in the 1940s, Eric Hoffer wrote
philosophical treatises in his spare time while living in the railroad yards. The
True Believer—the first and most famous of his books—was made into a bestseller
when President Eisenhower cited it during one of the earliest television press
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conferences. Called a “brilliant and original inquiry” and “a genuine contribution
to our social thought” by Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., this landmark in the field of
social psychology is completely relevant and essential for understanding the
world today as it delivers a visionary, highly provocative look into the mind of the
fanatic and a penetrating study of how an individual becomes one.
Dr Francis S. Collins, head of the Human Genome Project, is one of the world's
leading scientists, working at the cutting edge of the study of DNA, the code of
life. Yet he is also a man of unshakable faith in God. How does he reconcile the
seemingly unreconcilable? In THE LANGUAGE OF GOD he explains his own
journey from atheism to faith, and then takes the reader on a stunning tour of
modern science to show that physics, chemistry and biology -- indeed, reason
itself -- are not incompatible with belief. His book is essential reading for anyone
who wonders about the deepest questions of all: why are we here? How did we
get here? And what does life mean?
What if the biblical creation account is true, with the origins of Adam and Eve
taking place alongside evolution? Building on well-established but overlooked
science, S. Joshua Swamidass explains how it's possible for Adam and Eve to be
rightly identified as the ancestors of everyone, opening up new possibilities for
understanding Adam and Eve consistent both with current scientific consensus
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and with traditional readings of Scripture.
Born to Believe was previously published in hardcover as Why We Believe What
We Believe. Prayer...meditation...speaking in tongues. What do these spiritual
activities share and how do they differ? Why do some people believe in God,
while others embrace atheism? From the ordinary to the extraordinary, beliefs
give meaning to the mysteries of life. They motivate us, provide us with our
individual uniqueness, and ultimately change the structure and function of our
brains. In Born to Believe, Andrew Newberg, MD, and Mark Waldman reveal -for the very first time -- how our complex views, memories, superstitions, morals,
and beliefs are created by the neural activities of the brain. Supported by
groundbreaking original research, they explain how our brains construct our
deepest convictions and fondest assumptions about reality and the world around
us. Using science, psychology, and religion, the authors offer recommendations
for exercising your brain in order to develop a more life-affirming, flexible range of
attitudes. Knowing how the brain builds meaning, value, spirituality, and truth into
your life will change forever the way you look at yourself and the world.
A provocative report on the universal nature of divine beliefs; explains how the
roots of religious perception begin in infancy and evolve into complex beliefs that
share instinctive commonalities.
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Because of the design of our minds. That is Justin Barrett's simple answer to the
question of his title. With rich evidence from cognitive science but without
technical language, psychologist Barrett shows that belief in God is an almost
inevitable consequence of the kind of minds we have. Most of what we believe
comes from mental tools working below our conscious awareness. And what we
believe consciously is in large part driven by these unconscious beliefs. Barrett
demonstrates that beliefs in gods match up well with these automatic
assumptions; beliefs in an all-knowing, all-powerful God match up even better.
Barrett goes on to explain why beliefs like religious beliefs are so widespread and
why it is very difficult for our minds to think without them. Anyone who wants a
concise, clear, and scientific explanation of why anyone would believe in God
should pick up Barrett's book.
Wall Street Journal bestseller “A welcome revelation.” --The Financial Times
Award-winning Wharton Professor and Choiceology podcast host Katy Milkman
has devoted her career to the study of behavior change. In this ground-breaking
book, Milkman reveals a proven path that can take you from where you are to
where you want to be, with a foreword from psychologist Angela Duckworth, the
best-selling author of Grit. Change comes most readily when you understand
what's standing between you and success and tailor your solution to that
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roadblock. If you want to work out more but find exercise difficult and boring,
downloading a goal-setting app probably won't help. But what if, instead, you
transformed your workouts so they became a source of pleasure instead of a
chore? Turning an uphill battle into a downhill one is the key to success. Drawing
on Milkman's original research and the work of her world-renowned scientific
collaborators, How to Change shares strategic methods for identifying and
overcoming common barriers to change, such as impulsivity, procrastination, and
forgetfulness. Through case studies and engaging stories, you’ll learn: • Why
timing can be everything when it comes to making a change • How to turn
temptation and inertia into assets • That giving advice, even if it's about
something you're struggling with, can help you achieve more Whether you're a
manager, coach, or teacher aiming to help others change for the better or are
struggling to kick-start change yourself, How to Change offers an invaluable,
science-based blueprint for achieving your goals, once and for all.
At the end of a five-year journey to find out what religious Americans think about
science, Ecklund and Scheitle emerge with the real story of the relationship
between science and religion in American culture. Based on the most
comprehensive survey ever done-representing a range of religious traditions and
faith positions-Religion vs. Science is a story that is more nuanced and complex
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than the media and pundits would lead us to believe. The way religious
Americans approach science is shaped by two fundamental questions: What
does science mean for the existence and activity of God? What does science
mean for the sacredness of humanity? How these questions play out as
individual believers think about science both challenges stereotypes and
highlights the real tensions between religion and science. Ecklund and Scheitle
interrogate the widespread myths that religious people dislike science and
scientists and deny scientific theories. Religion vs. Science is a definitive
statement on a timely, popular subject. Rather than a highly conceptual approach
to historical debates, philosophies, or personal opinions, Ecklund and Scheitle
give readers a facts-on-the-ground, empirical look at what religious Americans
really understand and think about science.
Everyone wants to be rich, but do you know that there is a SCIENCE OF
GETTING RICH. This book explains in simple steps how you can first ready
yourself to earn more, without hassles or worries. From the simplest question of
who all can actually get rich, to the small steps taken – like developing a will
power, showing gratitude, getting into the right business – have been explained in
detail, in everyday terms. Read on, and find out the secret behind changing your
life and the way your earn.
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Why have we humans always longed to connect with something larger than
ourselves? Why does consciousness inevitably involve us in a spiritual quest?
Why, in short, won't God go away? Theologians, philosophers, and psychologists
have debated this question through the ages, arriving at a range of contradictory
and ultimately unprovable answers. But in this brilliant, groundbreaking new
book, researchers Andrew Newberg and Eugene d'Aquili offer an explanation
that is at once profoundly simple and scientifically precise: the religious impulse
is rooted in the biology of the brain. Newberg and d'Aquili base this revolutionary
conclusion on a long-term investigation of brain function and behavior as well as
studies they conducted using high-tech imaging techniques to examine the brains
of meditating Buddhists and Franciscan nuns at prayer. What they discovered
was that intensely focused spiritual contemplation triggers an alteration in the
activity of the brain that leads us to perceive transcendent religious experiences
as solid and tangibly real. In other words, the sensation that Buddhists call
"oneness with the universe" and the Franciscans attribute to the palpable
presence of God is not a delusion or a manifestation of wishful thinking but rather
a chain of neurological events that can be objectively observed, recorded, and
actually photographed. The inescapable conclusion is that God is hard-wired into
the human brain. In Why God Won't Go Away, Newberg and d'Aquili document
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their pioneering explorations in the field of neurotheology, an emerging discipline
dedicated to understanding the complex relationship between spirituality and the
brain. Along the way, they delve into such essential questions as whether
humans are biologically compelled to make myths; what is the evolutionary
connection between religious ecstasy and sexual orgasm; what do Near Death
Experiences reveal about the nature of spiritual phenomena; and how does ritual
create its own neurological environment. As their journey unfolds, Newberg and
d'Aquili realize that a single, overarching question lies at the heart of their pursuit:
Is religion merely a product of biology or has the human brain been mysteriously
endowed with the unique capacity to reach and know God? Blending cuttingedge science with illuminating insights into the nature of consciousness and
spirituality, Why God Won't Go Away bridges faith and reason, mysticism and
empirical data. The neurological basis of how the brain identifies the "real" is
nothing short of miraculous. This fascinating, eye-opening book dares to explore
both the miracle and the biology of our enduring relationship with God.
It is not uncommon to hear Christians argue that America was founded as a
Christian nation. But how true is this claim? In this compact book, David L.
Holmes offers a clear, concise and illuminating look at the spiritual beliefs of our
founding fathers. He begins with an informative account of the religious culture of
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the late colonial era, surveying the religious groups in each colony. In particular,
he sheds light on the various forms of Deism that flourished in America,
highlighting the profound influence this intellectual movement had on the
founding generation. Holmes then examines the individual beliefs of a variety of
men and women who loom large in our national history. He finds that some, like
Martha Washington, Samuel Adams, John Jay, Patrick Henry, and Thomas
Jefferson's daughters, held orthodox Christian views. But many of the most
influential figures, including Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, John and
Abigail Adams, Jefferson, James and Dolley Madison, and James Monroe, were
believers of a different stripe. Respectful of Christianity, they admired the ethics
of Jesus, and believed that religion could play a beneficial role in society. But
they tended to deny the divinity of Christ, and a few seem to have been agnostic
about the very existence of God. Although the founding fathers were religious
men, Holmes shows that it was a faith quite unlike the Christianity of today's
evangelicals. Holmes concludes by examining the role of religion in the lives of
the presidents since World War II and by reflecting on the evangelical resurgence
that helped fuel the reelection of George W. Bush. An intriguing look at a
neglected aspect of our history, the book will appeal to American history buffs as
well as to anyone concerned about the role of religion in American culture.
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“A masterful discussion of whether children are born with a natural ability to
exercise faith in God” (Publishers Weekly, starred review). Infants have a lot to
make sense of in the world: Why does the sun shine and night fall; why do some
objects move in response to words, while others won’t budge; who looks over
them and cares for them? How the developing brain grapples with these and
other questions leads children, across cultures, to imagine at least one creative
and intelligent agent, a grand creator and controller that brings order and purpose
to the world. Belief begins in the brain. Further, these beliefs in unseen super
beings help organize children’s intuitions about morality and surprising events,
making life meaningful. Summarizing scientific experiments conducted with
children across the globe, Professor Justin Barrett illustrates the ways human
beings have come to develop complex belief systems about God’s omniscience,
the afterlife, and the immortality of deities. He shows how the science of
childhood religiosity reveals, across humanity, a “natural religion,” the
organization of those beliefs that humans gravitate to organically, and how it
underlies and unites all of the world’s major religions. For believers and
nonbelievers alike, Barrett offers a compelling argument for the human instinct for
religion, as he guides all parents in how to effectively encourage children in
developing a healthy constellation of beliefs about the world around them.
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The cognitive science of religion is a new discipline that looks at the roots of
religious belief in the cognitive architecture of the human mind. The Roots of
Religion deals with the philosophical and theological implications of the cognitive
science of religion which grounds religious belief in human cognitive structures:
religious belief is ’natural’, in a way that even scientific thought is not. Does this
new discipline support religious belief, undermine it, or is it, despite many claims,
perhaps eventually neutral? This subject is of immense importance, particularly
given the rise of the ’new atheism’. Philosophers and theologians from North
America, UK and Australia, explore the alleged conflict between truth claims and
examine the roots of religion in human nature. Is it less ’natural’ to be an atheist
than to believe in God, or gods? On the other hand, if we can explain theism
psychologically, have we explained it away. Can it still claim any truth? This book
debates these and related issues.
This groundbreaking primer illuminates contemplative methods that can improve mental
and physical health. * Foreword by renowned author and scholar Huston Smith, subject
of the five-part PBS special, The Wisdom of Faith with Huston Smith * Contributions
from 13 expert authors * Case studies showing how contemplative practices are being
used to cope with modern stress and disorders among groups as diverse as caregivers,
pregnant women, people living with HIV, and veterans dealing with PTSD
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A comparison of the cognitive foundations of religion and science and an argument that
religion is cognitively natural and that science is cognitively unnatural.
In this short masterpiece, eminent scientist and theologian John Polkinghorne offers an
accessible, yet authoritative, introduction to the stimulating field of science and
theology. After surveying their volatile historical relationship, he leads the reader
through the whole array of questions at the nexus of the scientific and religious quests.
A lucid and lively writer, Polkinghorne provides a marvelously clear overview of the
major elements of current science (including quantum theory, chaos theory, time, and
cosmology). He then offers a concise outline of the character of religion and shows the
joint potential of science of religion to illumine some of the thorniest issues in theology
today: creation, the nature of knowledge, human and divine identity and agency.
Polkinghorne aptly demonstrates that a sturdy faith has nothing to fear and much to
gain from an intellectually honest appraisal of the new horizons of contemporary
science.
Possess the Land: The Believer's Guide to Home Buying parallels the journey that the
Children of Israel took with the journey of home buying. This step by step guide will
teach you how to apply biblical principles to conquer the giants that have inhabited your
promised land, increase your credit scores, decrease debt, and grow your savings
account so that you can walk in the authority of God and receive the property that He
has promised you.
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Drawing on a wealth of new evidence, pioneering research psychologist David DeSteno
shows why religious practices and rituals are so beneficial to those who follow
them—and to anyone, regardless of their faith (or lack thereof). Scientists are beginning
to discover what believers have known for a long time: the rewards that a religious life
can provide. For millennia, people have turned to priests, rabbis, imams, shamans, and
others to help them deal with issues of grief and loss, birth and death, morality and
meaning. In this absorbing work, DeSteno reveals how numerous religious practices
from around the world improve emotional and physical well-being. With empathy and
rigor, DeSteno chronicles religious rites and traditions from cradle to grave. He explains
how the Japanese rituals surrounding childbirth help strengthen parental bonds with
children. He describes how the Apache Sunrise Ceremony makes teenage girls better
able to face the rigors of womanhood. He shows how Buddhist meditation reduces
hostility and increases compassion. He demonstrates how the Jewish practice of sitting
shiva comforts the bereaved. And much more. DeSteno details how belief itself
enhances physical and mental health. But you don’t need to be religious to benefit from
the trove of wisdom that religion has to offer. Many items in religion’s “toolbox” can
help the body and mind whether or not one believes. How God Works offers advice on
how to incorporate many of these practices to help all of us live more meaningful,
successful, and satisfying lives.
Years ago, noted science teacher and writer Chet Raymo embarked upon his own
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quest to reconcile the miracle stories he learned as a child with the science he learned
as an adult. Skeptics and True Believers is the culmination of that search-a passionate,
ever-inquisitive statement that science and religion can mutually reinforce the way we
experience the world. Acknowledging that the scientific and the spiritual communities
are increasingly split, Raymo builds strong bridges between them. He illustrates his
argument with an array of thought-provoking stories, such as the remarkable migratory
flight of a small bird called the red knot; the long, glorious glide of the Comet Hyakutake
across the night sky; a hilarious alien abduction that didn't happen. Together, they are
compelling evidence that religion should embrace the reliable knowledge of the world
that science provides, while at the same time science should respect and nourish
humankind's need for spiritual sustenance. "Miracles are explainable," Raymo
paraphrases the writer Tim Robinson, "it is the explanations that are miraculous." For
anyone drawn to reflect on life's meaning and purpose, Chet Raymo's uncompromising
skepticism and reverence for mystery will affirm and inspire.
This book offers the first comparative account of the changes and stabilities of public
perceptions of science within the US, France, China, Japan, and across Europe over
the past few decades. The contributors address the influence of cultural factors; the
question of science and religion and its influence on particular developments (e.g. stem
cell research); and the demarcation of science from non-science as well as issues
including the ‘incommensurability’ versus ‘cognitive polyphasia’ and the cognitive
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(in)tolerance of different systems of knowledge.
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