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Bifocal Novel
“A powerful YA novel about identity and prejudice.” —Entertainment Weekly Bijan Majidi is: Shy around girls Really into comics
Decent at basketball Bijan Majidi is not: A terrorist What happens when a kid who’s flown under the radar for most of high school
gets pulled off the bench to make the winning basket in a varsity playoff game? If his name is Bijan Majidi, life is suddenly high
fives in the hallways and invitations to exclusive parties—along with an anonymous photo sent by a school cyberbully that makes
Bijan look like a terrorist. The administration says they’ll find and punish the culprit. Bijan wants to pretend it never happened.
He’s not ashamed of his Middle Eastern heritage; he just doesn’t want to be a poster child for Islamophobia. Lots of classmates
rally around Bijan. Others make it clear they don’t want him or anybody who looks like him at their school. But it’s not always easy
to tell your enemies from your friends. Here to Stay is a painfully honest, funny, authentic story about growing up, speaking out,
and fighting prejudice.
The New York Times bestselling Culture novel... The Scavenger species are circling. It is, truly, provably, the End Days for the
Gzilt civilization. An ancient people, organized on military principles and yet almost perversely peaceful, the Gzilt helped set up the
Culture ten thousand years earlier and were very nearly one of its founding societies, deciding not to join only at the last moment.
Now they've made the collective decision to follow the well-trodden path of millions of other civilizations; they are going to Sublime,
elevating themselves to a new and almost infinitely more rich and complex existence. Amid preparations though, the Regimental
High Command is destroyed. Lieutenant Commander (reserve) Vyr Cossont appears to have been involved, and she is now
wanted - dead, not alive. Aided only by an ancient, reconditioned android and a suspicious Culture avatar, Cossont must complete
her last mission given to her by the High Command. She must find the oldest person in the Culture, a man over nine thousand
years old, who might have some idea what really happened all that time ago. It seems that the final days of the Gzilt civilization are
likely to prove its most perilous.
In Novel Theology, Darren Middleton engages a conversation between literature and theology by using the narrative fiction of
Kazantzakis and the process thought of Whitehead. Novel Theology reveals the common philosophy that shapes both
Kazantzakis's and Whitehead's understanding of God. It acknowledges that the exercise of sustaining this conversation at times
becomes demanding because literature and theology use dissimilar textual modes and forms of discourse. Literature and theology
constantly (de)construct each other. Suggesting that this (de)constructive assignment is one that cannot but be "in process itself,"
Middleton returns to it throughout his study. Middleton brings theology and literature into conversation by comparing specific
themes in novels by Kazantzakis and in the works of particular Whiteheadian process theologians. Works explored include The
Last Temptation; Christ in a Pluralistic Age; Saint Francis; Toward a Process Pneumatology; Zorba the Greek; and God and
Religion in the Postmodern World: Essays in Postmodern Theology. Novel Theology is indispensable reading for scholars of
literature and theology, Kazantzakis, Whitehead, and process thought.
Page 1/9

Read Free Bifocal Novel
Billy Abrahams is a career criminal who makes a very good living from violence, armed robbery, sex shops, and theft from other
criminals. But he becomes increasingly haunted by childhood ghosts and by the ever-growing influence of Danny, his
psychopathic partner in crime. Billy finds himself starting to look beyond the violence and the scams, slowly descending into a drugfuelled netherworld that affects his judgment and his perceptions. He is finally tipped over the edge when Danny commits an act
even Billy cannot stomach. And that's when things really start to go wrong. This explosive first novel from a reformed career
criminal comes with authenticity stamped throughout.
The novel Bifocal, a fictional young adult novel that examines the racist backlash that occurs at a high school after a male Muslim
student is arrested on terrorism charges, was published in 2007 and has received wide critical acclaim for its portrayal of issues of
racism. Working from an anti-racist framework, this research interviews two teachers who have used the novel in their classrooms,
and considers the value and limitations of the book as an anti-racist teaching tool. Through discussions about specific themes in
the novel and its overall presentation of racism, I argue that, while Bifocal presents some useful interventions, it also reflects a
simplistic and individualistic perspective on racism and how racism can be addressed. I also examine the ways that Bifocal -- and
young adult literature in general -- can be read in order to encourage more critical discussions about systems of racism and
privilege.
A comprehensive reference guide to English and American literature, including biographical information on writers, and
discussions on literary genres, themes and styles.
This History is the first in a century to trace the development and impact of the novel in French from its beginnings to the present.
Leading specialists explore how novelists writing in French have responded to the diverse personal, economic, socio-political,
cultural-artistic and environmental factors that shaped their worlds. From the novel's medieval precursors to the impact of the
internet, the History provides fresh accounts of canonical and lesser-known authors, offering a global perspective beyond the
national borders of 'the Hexagon' to explore France's colonial past and its legacies. Accessible chapters range widely, including
the French novel in Sub-Saharan Africa, data analysis of the novel system in the seventeenth century, social critique in women's
writing, Sade's banned works and more. Highlighting continuities and divergence between and within different periods, this lively
volume offers routes through a diverse literary landscape while encouraging comparison and connection-making between writers,
works and historical periods.
The Best Tool of the Millennium The seeds of Rybczynski's elegant and illuminating new book were sown by The New York Times,
whose editors asked him to write an essay identifying "the best tool of the millennium." The award-winning author of Home, A
Clearing in the Distance, and Now I Sit Me Down, Rybczynski once built a house using only hand tools. His intimate knowledge of
the toolbox -- both its contents and its history -- serves him beautifully on his quest. One Good Turn is a story starring Archimedes,
who invented the water screw and introduced the helix, and Leonardo, who sketched a machine for carving wood screws. It is a
story of mechanical discovery and genius that takes readers from ancient Greece to car design in the age of American industry.
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Rybczynski writes an ode to the screw, without which there would be no telescope, no microscope -- in short, no enlightenment
science. One of our finest cultural and architectural historians, Rybczynski renders a graceful, original, and engaging portrait of the
tool that changed the course of civilization.
"Grappling with many of the themes Philip K. Dick is best known for--identity, altered reality, drug use, and dystopias--Flow My Tears, the
Policeman Said is both a rollicking chase story and a meditation on reality. Jason Taverner--talk show host and man-about-town--wakes one
day to find that no one knows who he is. In a society where lack of identification is a crime, Taverner must evade the secret police while trying
to unravel the mystery of why no one remembers him"-WITHOUT A TRACE Anya Kalinczyk is the rarest type of psychic medium, a Lantern, who holds down a day job as an arson investigator with
the Detroit Fire Department—while working 24/7 to exterminate malicious spirits haunting a city plagued by unemployment and despair. Along
with her inseparable salamander familiar, Sparky, Anya has seen, and even survived, all manner of fiery hell—but her newest case sparks
suspicions of a bizarre phenomenon that no one but her eccentric team of ghost hunters might believe: spontaneous human combustion.
After fire consumes the home of elderly Jasper Bernard, Anya is stunned to discover his remains—or, more precisely, a lack of them; even the
fiercest fires leave some trace of their victims—and she is sure this was no naturally occurring blaze. Soon she’s unearthed a connection to a
celebrity psychic who preys on Detroit’s poor, promising miracles for money. But Hope Solomon wants more—she’s collecting spirits, and in
a frantic race against time, Anya will face down an evil adversary who threatens her fragile relationship with her lover, her beloved Sparky’s
freshly hatched newts, and the wandering souls of the entire city
Connor is sure his best friend, Branwell, couldn't have hurt Branwell's baby half sister, Nikki. But Nikki lies in a coma, and Branwell is in a
juvenile behavioral center, suspected of a horrible crime and unable to utter the words to tell what really happened. Connor is the only one
who might be able to break through Branwell's wall of silence. But how can he prove Branwell didn't commit the unspeakable act of which
he's accused — when Branwell can't speak for himself?
When Wesley Boone writes a poem for his high school English class, some of his classmates clamor to read their poems aloud too. Soon
they're having weekly poetry sessions and, one by one, the eighteen students are opening up and taking on the risky challenge of selfrevelation. There's Lupe Alvarin, desperate to have a baby so she will feel loved. Raynard Patterson, hiding a secret behind his silence.
Porscha Johnson, needing an outlet for her anger after her mother OD's. Through the poetry they share and narratives in which they reveal
their most intimate thoughts about themselves and one another, their words and lives show what lies beneath the skin, behind the eyes,
beyond the masquerade.
In this essential trilogy of novellas by the winner of the 2014 Nobel Prize in Literature, French author Patrick Modiano reaches back in time,
opening the corridors of memory and exploring the mysteries to be encountered there. Each novella in the volume--Afterimage, Suspended
Sentences, and Flowers of Ruin—represents a sterling example of the author’s originality and appeal, while Mark Polizzotti’s superb Englishlanguage translations capture not only Modiano’s distinctive narrative voice but also the matchless grace and spare beauty of his prose.
Although originally published separately, Modiano’s three novellas form a single, compelling whole, haunted by the same gauzy sense of
place and characters. Modiano draws on his own experiences, blended with the real or invented stories of others, to present a dreamlike
autobiography that is also the biography of a place. Orphaned children, mysterious parents, forgotten friends, enigmatic strangers—each
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appears in this three-part love song to a Paris that no longer exists. Shadowed by the dark period of the Nazi Occupation, these novellas
reveal Modiano’s fascination with the lost, obscure, or mysterious: a young person’s confusion over adult behavior; the repercussions of a
chance encounter; the search for a missing father; the aftershock of a fatal affair. To read Modiano’s trilogy is to enter his world of
uncertainties and the almost accidental way in which people find their fates.
A misanthropic matriarch leaves her eccentric family in crisis when she mysteriously disappears in this "whip-smart and divinely funny" novel
that inspired the movie starring Cate Blanchett (New York Times). Bernadette Fox is notorious. To her Microsoft-guru husband, she's a
fearlessly opinionated partner; to fellow private-school mothers in Seattle, she's a disgrace; to design mavens, she's a revolutionary architect;
and to 15-year-old Bee, she is her best friend and, simply, Mom. Then Bernadette vanishes. It all began when Bee aced her report card and
claimed her promised reward: a family trip to Antarctica. But Bernadette's intensifying allergy to Seattle -- and people in general -- has made
her so agoraphobic that a virtual assistant in India now runs her most basic errands. A trip to the end of the earth is problematic. To find her
mother, Bee compiles email messages, official documents, and secret correspondence -- creating a compulsively readable and surprisingly
touching novel about misplaced genius and a mother and daughter's role in an absurd world.
Into the Four-Story Mistake, an odd-looking house with a confused architectural history, move the Melendy family -- Mona, Rush, Randy,
Oliver, Father, and Cuffy, the housekeeper. Though disappointed about leaving their old brownstone in New York City, and apprehensive
about living the country life, the four Melendy kids soon settle into this unusual new home. Here, they become absorbed in the adventures of
the country, adjusting themselves with all their accustomed resourcefulness and discovering the many hidden attractions that the Four-Story
Mistake has to offer. The Four-Story Mistake is the second installment of Enright's Melendy Quartet, an engaging and warm series about the
close-knit Melendy family and their surprising adventures.
This volume focusses on the rarely discussed reverse side of traditional, ‘given’ objects of studies, namely absence rather than presence (of
text) and silence rather than sound. It does so from an interdisciplinary perspective and covers systematic as well as historical perspectives
from the baroque age to the present.
Founded in 1966 at McMaster University by avant-garde filmmaker John Hofsess and future frat-comedy innovator Ivan Reitman, the
McMaster Film Board was a milestone in the development of Canada’s commercial and experimental film communities. McMaster’s student
film society quickly became the site of art filmmaking and an incubator for some of the country’s most famous commercial talent – as the well
as the birthplace of the first Canadian film to lead to obscenity charges, Hofsess’s Columbus of Sex. In Hamilton Babylon, Stephen Broomer
traces the history of the MFB from its birth as an organization for producing and exhibiting avant-garde films, through its transformation into a
commercial-industrial enterprise, and into its final decline as a show business management style suppressed many of its voices. The first
book to highlight the work of Hofsess, an innovative filmmaker whose critical role in the MFB has been almost entirely eclipsed by Reitman’s
legend, Hamilton Babylon is a fascinating study of the tension between art and business in the growth of the Canadian film industry.
After a Muslim student is arrested on suspicion of terrorist affiliations, Jay and the rest of the football squad are set up to look like racists
while Haroon and other Muslim teens claim they are regularly subjected to prejudice at school.
Over the last decade, and even since the bursting of the technology bubble, pundits, consultants, and thought leaders have argued that
information technology provides the edge necessary for business success. IT expert Nicholas G. Carr offers a radically different view in this
eloquent and explosive book. As IT's power and presence have grown, he argues, its strategic relevance has actually decreased. IT has
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been transformed from a source of advantage into a commoditized "cost of doing business"--with huge implications for business
management. Expanding on Carr's seminal Harvard Business Review article that generated a storm of controversy, Does IT Matter? provides
a truly compelling--and unsettling--account of IT's changing business role and its leveling influence on competition. Through astute analysis of
historical and contemporary examples, Carr shows that the evolution of IT closely parallels that of earlier technologies such as railroads and
electric power. He goes on to lay out a new agenda for IT management, stressing cost control and risk management over innovation and
investment. And he examines the broader implications for business strategy and organization as well as for the technology industry. A framechanging statement on one of the most important business phenomena of our time, Does IT Matter? marks a crucial milepost in the debate
about IT's future. An acclaimed business writer and thinker, Nicholas G. Carr is a former executive editor of the Harvard Business Review.
In the eagerly anticipated follow-up to Laurie Gelman’s "irreverent and hilarious" (The New York Post) hit Class Mom, brash, lovable Jen
Dixon is back with a new class and her work cut out for her If you’ve ever been a room parent or school volunteer, Jen Dixon is your hero.
She says what every class mom is really thinking, whether in her notoriously frank emails or standup-worthy interactions with the
micromanaging PTA President and the gamut of difficult parents. Luckily, she has the charm and wit to get away with it—most of the time. Jen
is sassier than ever but dealing with a whole new set of challenges, in the world of parental politics and at home. She’s been roped into roomparenting yet again, for her son Max’s third grade class, but as her husband buries himself in work, her older daughters navigate adulthood,
and Jen’s own aging parents start to need some parenting themselves, Jen gets pulled in more directions than any one mom, or superhero,
can handle. Refreshingly down-to-earth and brimming with warmth, Dixon’s next chapter will keep you turning the pages to find out what’s
really going on under the veneer of polite parent interactions, and have you laughing along with her the whole way.
From the award-winning author of Waiting and War Trash: an urgent, timely novel that follows an aspiring author, an outrageous book idea,
and a lone journalist's dogged quest for truth in the Internet age. New York, 2005. Chinese expatriate Feng Danlin is a fiercely principled
reporter at a small news agency that produces a website read by the Chinese diaspora around the world. Danlin's explosive exposés have
made him legendary among readers--and feared by Communist officials. But his newest assignment may be his undoing: investigating his exwife, Yan Haili, an unscrupulous novelist who has willingly become a pawn of the Chinese government in order to realize her dreams of
literary stardom. Haili's scheme infuriates Danlin both morally and personally--he will do whatever it takes to expose her as a fraud. But in
outing Haili, he is also provoking her powerful political allies, and he will need to draw on all of his journalistic cunning to emerge from this
investigation with his career--and his life--still intact. A brilliant, darkly funny story of corruption, integrity, and the power of the pen, The Boat
Rocker is a tour de force of modern fiction.
A sixteen-year-old girl captures the dangerous attention of an older man in this New York Times–bestselling novel by the author of Black
Narcissus. Soon after the end of the terrible Great War, Mrs. Grey brings her five young children to the French countryside for the summer in
hopes of instilling in them a sense of history and humility. But when she is struck down by a sudden illness and hospitalized, the siblings are
left to fend for themselves at the lovely, bullet-scarred hotel Les Oeillets, under the suspicious, watchful eyes of its owner, Mademoiselle Zizi.
The young ones find a willing guide, companion, and protector in charming Englishman Eliot, a longtime resident at Les Oeillets and Mlle.
Zizi’s apparent paramour. But as these warm days of freedom, discovery, and adolescent adventure unfold, Eliot’s interest becomes more
and more focused on the eldest of the Grey children, sixteen-year-old daughter Joss. The older man’s obsession with the innocent, alluring,
heartbreakingly beautiful woman-child soon threatens to overstep all bounds of propriety. And as Eliot’s fascination increases, so does the
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jealousy of his disrespected lover, adding fuel to a dangerously smoldering fire that could erupt into unexpected violence at any moment. Told
from the point of view of Cecil, Joss’s sharp-eyed younger sister, The Greengage Summer is a beautiful, poignant, darkly tinged coming-ofage story rich in the sights, smells, and sounds of France’s breathtaking Champagne country. It remains one of the crowning literary
achievements of Rumer Godden, acclaimed author of beloved classics Black Narcissus, The River, and In This House of Brede. This ebook
features an illustrated biography of the author including rare images from the Rumer Godden Literary Estate.
As corporate and governmental agencies march us towards global conflict, racism, and imperialism, this book contends that teachers must
have the tools with which to combat unilateral politicization of Arabic and Muslim peoples. Teaching Against Islamophobia creates a
pedagogical space for educators to engage with necessary issues and knowledges regarding the alienation of Islamic culture, religion,
knowledge, and peoples. Edited by a WASP, a Jew, and an Iranian, this book confronts the fears, challenges, and institutional problems
facing today's teachers. Taking its cue from critical pedagogy, this book is a collection of essays by artists, writers, performers, and educators
committed to naming the insidious racism and hatred of those who would isolate and vilify Islam.
"S. D. Chrostowska achieves unexpected buoyancy in spite of the intensity of her material. Permission, certain to be among the most formally
adventurous books published this year, will thrill readers of fearless stylists like Blanchot, Barthes, and Anne Carson. In its obsessive
intricacy, it evokes even earlier forbears: those wonderfully melancholy European humanists, Thomas Browne and Robert Burton.'Every
Library is a haunted cemetery,' writes F. Wren, the narrator of Permission. This fine and perplexing novel is itself something between a library
and a cemetery, spinning around the hauntings of desire, the confusions of memory, the ambiguities of solitude and, above all, the mystery of
writing." — Teju Cole An unnamed, unemployed, dream-prone narrator finds himself following Chevauchet, diplomat of Onirica, a foreign
republic of dreams, to resist a prohibition on sleep in near-future America. On a mission to combat the state-sponsored drugging of citizens
with uppers for greater productivity, they traverse an eerie landscape in an everlasting autumn, able to see inside other people’s nightmares
and dreams. As Comprehensive Illusions – a social media-like entity that hijacks creativity – overtakes the masses, Chevauchet, the old
radical, weakens and disappears, leaving our narrator to take up Chevauchet's dictum that "daydreaming is directly subversive” and forge
ahead on his own. In slippery, exhilarating and erudite prose, The Eyelid revels in the camaraderie of free thinking that can only happen on
the lam, aiming to rescue a species that can no longer dream.

From the author of Meet Me at the Museum, a charming novel of second chances, about three women, one dog, and the
narrowboat that brings them together Eve expected Sally to come festooned with suitcases and overnight bags packed with
everything she owned, but she was wrong. She arrived on foot, with a rucksack and a carrier bag. “I just walked away,” she said,
climbing on to the boat. Eve knew what she meant. Meet Eve, who has left her thirty-year career to become a Free Spirit; Sally,
who has waved goodbye to her indifferent husband and two grown-up children; and Anastasia, a defiantly independent narrowboatdweller, who is suddenly landlocked and vulnerable. Before they quite know what they’ve done, Sally and Eve agree to drive
Anastasia’s narrowboat on a journey through the canals of England, as she awaits a life-saving operation. As they glide gently –
and not so gently – through the countryside, the eccentricities and challenges of narrowboat life draw them inexorably together,
and a tender and unforgettable story unfolds. At summer’s end, all three women must decide whether to return to the lives they
left behind, or forge a new path forward. Candid, hilarious, and uplifting, Anne Youngson's The Narrowboat Summer is a
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celebration of the power of friendship and new experiences to change one’s life, at any age.
In a not-too-distant future dominated by political and social conservatism, a household of politcal outcasts in a midwestern
Canadian city is turned upside down by the arrival of a humanoid alien infant whose coming is marked by fierce government
surveillance. By the author of Black Wine. Reprint.
After a Muslim student is arrested on suspicion of terrorist affiliations, Jay and the rest of the football squad are set up to look like
racists while Haroon and other Muslim teens claim they are regularly subjected to prejudice at school. Reprint.
This powerful novel by Mo Yan—one of contemporary China’s most famous and prolific writers—is both a stirring love story and an
unsparing critique of political corruption during the final years of the Qing Dynasty, China’s last imperial epoch. Sandalwood Death
is set during the Boxer Rebellion (1898–1901)—an anti-imperialist struggle waged by North China’s farmers and craftsmen in
opposition to Western influence. Against a broad historical canvas, the novel centers on the interplay between its female
protagonist, Sun Meiniang, and the three paternal figures in her life. One of these men is her biological father, Sun Bing, an opera
virtuoso and a leader of the Boxer Rebellion. As the bitter events surrounding the revolt unfold, we watch Sun Bing march toward
his cruel fate, the gruesome “sandalwood punishment,” whose purpose, as in crucifixions, is to keep the condemned individual
alive in mind-numbing pain as long as possible. Filled with the sensual imagery and lacerating expressions for which Mo Yan is so
celebrated, Sandalwood Death brilliantly exhibits a range of artistic styles, from stylized arias and poetry to the antiquated idiom of
late Imperial China to contemporary prose. Its starkly beautiful language is here masterfully rendered into English by renowned
translator Howard Goldblatt.
The inventions and inspiration of Benjamin Franklin and how they've stood the test of time What would you do if you lived in a
community without a library, hospital, post office, or fire department? If you were Benjamin Franklin, you'd set up these
organizations yourself. Franklin also designed the lightning rod, suggested the idea of daylight savings time, and invented bifocalsall inspired by his common sense and intelligence. In this informative book, Gene Barretta brings Benjamin Franklin's genius to life,
deepening our appreciation for one of the most influential figures in American history. Now & Ben is a 2007 Bank Street - Best
Children's Book of the Year.
An ambitious female television reporter is driving through New Mexico when she hears that a Texas millionarie's teenage daughter
has been kidnapped. Knowing the girl's father lives nearby, she quickly lines up an interview. The situation quickly spins out of
control, however, and the reporter finds herself at the center of a tense situation that could have devastating consequences for all
involved.
Because the Taliban rulers of Kabul, Afghanistan impose strict limitations on women's freedom and behavior, eleven-year-old
Parvana must disguise herself as a boy so that her family can survive after her father's arrest.
Critical assessments of Elizabeth Gaskell have tended to emphasise the regional and provincial aspects of her writing, but the
scope of her influence extended across the globe. Building on theories of space and place, the contributors to this collection bring
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a variety of geographical, industrial, psychological, and spatial perspectives to bear on the vast range of Gaskell’s literary output
and on her place within the narrative of British letters and national identity. The advent of the railway and the increasing
predominance of manufactory machinery reoriented the nation’s physical and social countenance, but alongside the excitement of
progress and industry was a sense of fear and loss manifested through an idealization of the country home, the pastoral retreat,
and the agricultural south. In keeping with the theme of progress and change, the essays follow parallel narratives that
acknowledge both the angst and nostalgia produced by industrial progress and the excitement and awe occasioned by the
potential of the empire. Finally, the volume engages with adaptation and cultural performance, in keeping with the continuing
importance of Gaskell in contemporary popular culture far beyond the historical and cultural environs of nineteenth-century
Manchester.

Throughout his career, David Grossman has been a voice for peace and reconciliation in the Israeli-Palestinian divide. In
this groundbreaking collection of essays on literature and politics, he addresses the conscience of present-day Israel, a
country that has lost faith in its leaders and its ideals. Writing in the Dark ends with the speech in which Grossman
famously attacked Israel's disastrous Lebanon war that tragically took the life of his twenty-one-year-old son, Uri. Moving,
brave and clear-sighted, these essays on literature, political ethics and the morality of the imagination are a cri de coeur
from a calm voice of reason at a time of doubt and despair.
This book advances a new cultural reading of the formation of the British novel. Rejecting a teleological narrative of the
genre's 'rise' and through close analysis of key texts, the authors present a dynamic picture of the emergence of the
novel, which focuses upon formal innovation, social engagement, and artistic and commercial competition.
As Georgia Bureau of Investigation agents Faith Mitchell and Will Trent try to connect two murders to a hit-and-run victim,
Atlanta physician Sara Linton becomes more involved in the investigation--an investigation which soon culminates in the
hunt for a sadistic serial killer.
Berlin, the Greek Islands, London and California. 1928, 1932, 1988 and 1940. Four portraits, four settings, four narrators,
all known as "Christopher Isherwood"; all connected through their own experiences of private sexual hell. Often regarded
as the best of his novels, Down There on a Visit tells the vivid stories of Isherwood's life that, together with the Berlin
Stories, were to have comprised his great unfinished epic novel.
As the new crew chief for Maximus Racing, Tobey Harris is under a mountain of pressure. He's sacrificed nearly
everything for this opportunity. But when he finds himself working with attractive publicist Amy Barber, Tobey's pressure
gauge starts hitting the danger zone.… Amy isn't looking for romance. For the first time, she's representing one of
NASCAR's top drivers, and she's not willing to risk her fledgling career for anyone…especially not someone she works
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with! But can Amy and Tobey keep their relationship strictly professional—especially when they're just inches from
crossing the fine line between business and pleasure?
An obese former academic shut-in and a poor kid dreaming of a successful baseball career are linked together by a
former student who transforms their lives in this novel from the author of The Words of Every Song. 20,000 first printing.
Pulitzer Prize Finalist Benjamin Franklin, perhaps the pivotal figure in colonial and revolutionary America, comes vividly to
life in this masterly biography. Wit, diplomat, scientist, philosopher, businessman, inventor, and bon vivant, Benjamin
Franklin was in every respect America’s first Renaissance man. From penniless runaway to highly successful printer,
from ardently loyal subject of Britain to architect of an alliance with France that ensured America’s independence,
Franklin went from obscurity to become one of the world’s most admired figures, whose circle included the likes of
Voltaire, Hume, Burke, and Kant. Drawing on previously unpublished letters and a host of other sources, acclaimed
historian H. W. Brands has written a thoroughly engaging biography of the eighteenth-century genius. A much needed
reminder of Franklin’s greatness and humanity, The First American is a work of meticulous scholarship that provides a
magnificent tour of a legendary historical figure, a vital era in American life, and the countless arenas in which the
protean Franklin left his legacy.
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