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Asian Godfathers Joe Studwell
We create organizations because we need to get a job done—something we couldn't do alone—and join them because
we’re inspired by their missions (and our paycheck). But once we’re inside, these organizations rarely feel inspirational.
So where did it all go wrong? In The Org, Ray Fisman and Tim Sullivan explain the tradeoffs that every organization
faces, arguing that this everyday dysfunction is actually inherent to the very nature of orgs. The Org diagnoses the root
causes of that malfunction, beginning with the economic logic of why organizations exist in the first place, then working its
way up through the org’s structure from the lowly cubicle to the CEO’s office. You'll learn: The purpose of meetings and
why they will never go away Why even members of al Qaeda are required to submit travel and expense reports What
managers are good for How the army and other orgs balance marching in lockstep with fostering innovation Why the
hospital administration—not the heart surgeon—is more likely to save your life Why CEOs often spend more than 80
percent of their time in meetings—and why that's exactly where they should be (and why they get paid so much)
“An entertaining, if cautionary, tale of Western business woes in China, stretching back seven hundred years” (The Wall
Street Journal). In The China Dream, acclaimed business journalist Joe Studwell challenges the predictions that China
will become an economic juggernaut on the world stage in the twenty-first century—and instead foresees an economic
crisis. Tracing the most recent developments in China from Deng Xiaoping’s “liberalization” of its market in the 1980s
through the opening of its economy to foreign investment in the 1990s, Studwell examines the roadblocks to the
continuation of the country’s unprecedented expansion and why its economy will fail once more—but this time, harder
than ever before, and with potentially catastrophic results. Provocative and flawlessly researched, The China Dream
analyzes what’s really going on in China—and what we can do to prepare for the coming crisis. “The much-needed
antidote to the delusions . . . about the riches to be made from investing and selling in China. Brimming with . . .
statistics.” —The Washington Post “[A] detailed account . . . An excellent examination of the political and economic
history of China, fascinating and mostly unknown to Westerners.” —Booklist (starred review) “Lays bare much of the stuff
and nonsense that surrounds the China dream, and traces how myth and misunderstandings—compounded by hype and
lashings of snake oil—have bewitched some of the world’s most respected corporations and led them to ruin the
proverbial $1.3 billion consumer market . . . As such, it deserves to help redefine the debate on the nature of the China
market.” —James Kynge, China bureau chief of the Financial Times
A freelance journalist in Asia and founding editor of China Economic Quarterly presents a detailed analysis of why the
economies of some Asian countries have flourished while others have declined. 20,000 first printing.
The Asia-Pacific is arguably the most important, but also the most complex and contested, region on the planet.
Containing three of the world’s largest economies and some of its most important strategic relationships, the region’s
capacity of regional elites to promote continuing economic development whilst simultaneously maintaining peace and
stability will be one of the defining challenges of the twenty-first century international order. Intuitively, we might expect
regional institutions to play a major role in achieving this. Yet one of the most widely noted characteristics of the AsiaPacific region has been its relatively modest levels of institutional development thus far. However, things are changing:
as individual economies in the Asia-Pacific become more deeply integrated, there is a growing interest in developing and
adding to the institutions that already exist. Institutions of the Asia-Pacific examines how this region is developing, and
what role established organisations like APEC and new bodies like ASEAN Plus Three are playing in this process. An
expert in the field, Mark Beeson introduces the contested nature of the very region itself – should it be the ‘Asia-Pacific’
or ‘East Asia’ to which we pay most attention and expect to see most institutional development. By placing these
developments in historical context, he reveals why the very definition of the region remains unsettled and why the
political, economic and strategic relations of this remarkably diverse region remain fraught and difficult to manage.
In this compelling history of the United Fruit Company, Financial Times writer Peter Chapman weaves a dramatic tale of
big business, deceit, and violence, exploring the origins of arguably one of the most controversial global corporations
ever, and the ways in which their pioneering example set the precedent for the institutionalized greed of today’s
multinational companies. The story has its source in United Fruit’s nineteenth-century beginnings in the jungles of Costa
Rica. What follows is a damning examination of the company’s policies: from the marketing of the banana as the first fast
food, to the company’s involvement in an invasion of Honduras, a massacre in Colombia, and a bloody coup in
Guatemala. Along the way the company fostered covert links with U.S. power brokers such as Richard Nixon and CIA
operative Howard Hunt, manipulated the press in new, and stoked the revolutionary ire of Che Guevara and Fidel Castro.
From the exploited banana republics of Central America to the concrete jungle of New York City, Peter Chapman’s
Bananas is a lively and insightful cultural history of the coveted yellow fruit, as well as a gripping narrative about the
infamous rise and fall of the United Fruit Company.
In the 19th century, the world was Europeanized. In the 20th century, it was Americanized. Now, in the 21st century, the
world is being Asianized. The “Asian Century” is even bigger than you think. Far greater than just China, the new Asian
system taking shape is a multi-civilizational order spanning Saudi Arabia to Japan, Russia to Australia, Turkey to
Indonesia—linking five billion people through trade, finance, infrastructure, and diplomatic networks that together
represent 40 percent of global GDP. China has taken a lead in building the new Silk Roads across Asia, but it will not
lead it alone. Rather, Asia is rapidly returning to the centuries-old patterns of commerce, conflict, and cultural exchange
that thrived long before European colonialism and American dominance. Asians will determine their own future—and as
they collectively assert their interests around the world, they will determine ours as well. There is no more important
region of the world for us to better understand than Asia – and thus we cannot afford to keep getting Asia so wrong.
Asia’s complexity has led to common misdiagnoses: Western thinking on Asia conflates the entire region with China,
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predicts imminent World War III around every corner, and regularly forecasts debt-driven collapse for the region’s major
economies. But in reality, the region is experiencing a confident new wave of growth led by younger societies from India
to the Philippines, nationalist leaders have put aside territorial disputes in favor of integration, and today’s infrastructure
investments are the platform for the next generation of digital innovation. If the nineteenth century featured the
Europeanization of the world, and the twentieth century its Americanization, then the twenty-first century is the time of
Asianization. From investment portfolios and trade wars to Hollywood movies and university admissions, no aspect of life
is immune from Asianization. With America’s tech sector dependent on Asian talent and politicians praising Asia’s
glittering cities and efficient governments, Asia is permanently in our nation’s consciousness. We know this will be the
Asian century. Now we finally have an accurate picture of what it will look like.
Five billion people, two-thirds of the world's mega-cities, one-third of the global economy, two-thirds of global economic
growth, thirty of the Fortune 100, six of the ten largest banks, eight of the ten largest armies, five nuclear powers,
massive technological innovation, the newest crop of top-ranked universities. Asia is also the world's most ethnically,
linguistically and culturally diverse region of the planet, eluding any remotely meaningful generalization beyond the
geographic label itself. Even for Asians, Asia is dizzying to navigate. Whether you gauge by demography, geography,
economy or any other metric, Asia is already the present - and it is certainly the future. It is for this reason that we cannot
afford to continue to get Asia so wrong. The Future Is Asian accurately shows Asia from the inside-out, telling the story of
how this mega-region is coming together and reshaping the entire planet in the process.
As secretary of state, James A. Baker III played a critical role on the world stage in the final years of the Cold War as the
Soviet Union unraveled. His political sense and the ability to test Soviet leaders, negotiate insoluble problems in the
Middle East, charm friends, and achieve the placement of a unified Germany in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
were unmatched. Diana Villiers Negroponte, an author, lawyer, and professor, highlights how Baker mobilized a coalition
of international military forces, including the Soviets, to repel Saddam Hussein from Kuwait. Baker seduced Israeli and
West Bank Palestinians to meet face to face and begin the Oslo peace process and ended two civil wars in Central
America. While he was initially hesitant about the Nunn Lugar bill to safeguard Soviet nuclear weapons, he became a
driving force to transport nuclear material to secure sites in Russia. The author also highlights Baker’s failures, such as
the inability to hold Yugoslavia together or to provide sufficient funds to stop the collapse of the Soviet economy. With a
foreword written by former President George H.W. Bush, this book reveals Baker’s skills as a statesman—and explores
how he changed the world.
'Reads like a thriller you can't put down' - Megha Rajagopalan, China Bureau Chief, Buzzfeed News 'ensures you’ll never think
about Southeast Asia in the same way ever again.' - Geographical Magazine Essential to understanding Southeast Asia in the
21st century, Hello, Shadowlands reveals a booming underworld of organised crime across a region in flux— a $100 billion trade
that deals in narcotics, animals and people —and the staggering human toll that is being steadily ignored by the West. From
Myanmar’s anarchic hills to the swamplands of Vietnam, jihadis are being pitted against brothel workers, pet thieves against
vigilantes and meth barons against Christian vice squads. Hello, Shadowlands takes a deep plunge into crime rings both large and
small. It also examines how China’s rise and America’s decline is creating new opportunities for transnational syndicates to
thrive. Focusing on human stories on both sides of this crime wave, the acclaimed Bangkok-based broadcaster and journalist
Patrick Winn intimately profiles the men and women of the region who are forced to make agonizing choices in the absence of law.
The author of How Asia Works follows the money. “Alarming . . . enlightening . . . Joe Studwell should be named chief myth buster
for Asian business” (Financial Times). Hong Kong and Southeast Asia are home to five hundred million people, yet their
economies are dominated by only fifty families whose interests range from banking to real estate, shipping to sugar, gambling to
lumber. At their peak, eight of the world’s two dozen richest men were Southeast Asian, but their names would not be familiar to
most regular readers of The Wall Street Journal. A complex mythology surrounds these billionaires, but in Asian Godfathers, Joe
Studwell finds that the facts are even more remarkable than the myths. Studwell has spent fifteen years as a reporter in the region,
and he marshals his unprecedented sources to paint intimate and revealing portraits of the men who control Southeast Asia.
Studwell also provides us with a rich and deep understanding of the broader historic, economic, and political influences that have
shaped Southeast Asia over the past 150 years. Asian Godfathers is a riveting and illuminating book that lifts the curtain on a
world of staggering secrecy and hypocrisy, and reveals—for the first time—who the leaders of one of the planet’s most important
and tumultuous markets really are, why they got to the top, and how they keep themselves there. “The romp around the region’s
pleasure domes is a blast.” —The Wall Street Journal (Asia)
'I have long wanted to write a book about my life and the extraordinary years I spent with my husband Howard Marks. I feel now is
the time. I want to write it from a woman's perspective and describe what it was like to be married to such a charismatic drug
smuggler.' Judy Marks Howard Marks's story has passed into hippie folklore. At one time, the world's then most wanted man had
43 aliases, 89 phone lines and 25 registered companies. Thanks to the technical brilliance of his networking skills, it was estimated
that he was trafficking as much as a tenth of all the marijuana smoked in the world. But this is only half the story. Intimately
involved throughout was Marks's wife Judy. From living the high life hobnobbing with movie stars and euro trash to mixing it with
the IRA and CIA, then the long, increasingly desperate years on the run, Mr Nice and Mrs Marks is about the exhilaration of their
criminal life and the hell of not knowing what's happening when your husband stops telling you the truth. Now, for the first time,
Judy tells her own side of the tale.
40 or 50 families control the economies of Hong Kong, Singapore, Thailand, the Philippines and Indonesia. Their interests range
from banking to property, from shipping to sugar, from vice to gambling. 13 of the 50 richest families in the world are in South East
Asia yet they are largely unknown outside confined business circles. Often this is because they control the press and television as
well as everything else. How do they do it? What are their secrets? And is it good news or bad for the places where they operate?
Joe Studwell explosively lifts the lid on a world of staggering secrecy and shows that the little most people know is almost entirely
wrong.
Perekonomian di kawasan Singapura, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, Hong Kong, danFilipina dikendalikan hanya oleh segelintir
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konglomerat. Mereka dikenal sebagai godfather Asia. Pada 1990-an, mereka termasuk delapan dari 25 orang terkaya di dunia.
Siapa sejatinya mereka? Dan bagaimana mereka bisa seperkasa itu? Nama mereka tak asing di telinga publik, namun sosok
mereka misterius dan penuh selubung mitos. Sebut saja, Li Ka-shing, sang miliuner Hong Kong; Stanley Ho, bandar kasino di
Macau; Lim Goh Tong, pemilik Genting Highland Resort di Malaysia; Lucio Tan, miliuner tembakau asal Filipina; atau para
konglomerat Indonesia, dari Liem Sioe Liong, Eka Tjipta Widjaya, Aburizal Bakrie, hingga Tommy Winata. Berpengalaman
sebagai reporter selama belasan tahun di kawasan Asia, Joe Studwell melukiskan secara detail potret diri dan lakon bisnis para
godfather: keberanian, kekejaman, kedermawanan, kelihaian, keculasan, kehidupan seksual, pergulatan membangun kongsi dan
guanxi, serta komitmen dan pengkhianatan terhadap politisi, preman, juga triad dan sindikat.
This book is an introduction to the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), the economic community founded by Southeast Asian
nations. It provides both economic profiles of the member nations and an explanation of the Community itself. This book also
discusses the impact of China on the AEC. The book is a starting point for research into the region or into any member country,
whether for academic or for business purposes. With over 170 tables and figures as well as an abundance of historical facts, the
book offers data-based insights.
Examines the history of French cooking and how the cuisine became associated with fine dining and cullinary excellence.
This is a simple story about a crab who could not lose with dignity, class, or respect. It serves as a cautionary tale for those who
happen to lose ungracefully; whoever they may be and no matter the loss. Although generally a parody book for adults, it's written
simply enough and packed with drawings so young children can understand its ever-important message.
Py2neo is a simple and pragmatic Python library that provides access to the popular graph database Neo4j via its RESTful web
service interface. This brings with it a heavily refactored core, a cleaner API, better performance, and some new idioms. You will
begin with licensing and installing Neo4j, learning the fundamentals of Cypher as a graph query language, and exploring Cypher
optimizations. You will discover how to integrate with various Python frameworks such as Flask and its extensions: Py2neo,
Neomodel, and Django. Finally, the deployment aspects of your Python-based Neo4j applications in a production environment is
also covered. By sequentially working through the steps in each chapter, you will quickly learn and master the various
implementation details and integrations of Python and Neo4j, helping you to develop your use cases more quickly.
“A good read for anyone who wants to understand what actually determines whether a developing economy will succeed” (Bill
Gates, “Top 5 Books of the Year”). An Economist Best Book of the Year from a reporter who has spent two decades in the region,
and who The Financial Times said “should be named chief myth-buster for Asian business.” In How Asia Works, Joe Studwell
distills his extensive research into the economies of nine countries—Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand,
the Philippines, Vietnam, and China—into an accessible, readable narrative that debunks Western misconceptions, shows what
really happened in Asia and why, and for once makes clear why some countries have boomed while others have languished.
Studwell’s in-depth analysis focuses on three main areas: land policy, manufacturing, and finance. Land reform has been
essential to the success of Asian economies, giving a kick-start to development by utilizing a large workforce and providing capital
for growth. With manufacturing, industrial development alone is not sufficient, Studwell argues. Instead, countries need “export
discipline,” a government that forces companies to compete on the global scale. And in finance, effective regulation is essential for
fostering, and sustaining growth. To explore all of these subjects, Studwell journeys far and wide, drawing on fascinating examples
from a Philippine sugar baron’s stifling of reform to the explosive growth at a Korean steel mill. “Provocative . . . How Asia Works
is a striking and enlightening book . . . A lively mix of scholarship, reporting and polemic.” —The Economist
"Providing comprehensive coverage of the history and role of the state in the Middle East and North African region, this handbook
explores the main debates, theoretical approaches and accumulated empirical research to explain the remarkable resilience of
MENA states despite continued conflict and instability"-Struggling to emerge from a despotic past, Thailand stands at a defining moment in its history. Scores have been killed on the
streets of Bangkok. Freedom of speech is routinely denied. Democracy appears increasingly distant. Long dreaded by Thais, the
death of King Bhumibol Adulyadej is expected to unleash even greater instability. Yet in spite of the impact of the crisis, and the
extraordinary importance of the royal succession, they have never been comprehensively analyzed, because Thailand's draconian
lese majesté law has silenced most discussion - until now. Breaking Thailand's draconian lese majesté Andrew MacGregor
Marshall is one of the only journalists covering contemporary Thailand who tells the whole story. He provides a comprehensive
explanation that makes sense of the crisis for the first time, revealing the unacknowledged succession conflict that has become
entangled with the struggle for democracy in Thailand.
Be a Real Estate Millionaire will teach you Dean Graziosi's personal strategies for turning real estate "losers" into winners.
Discover the seven keys to uncovering "hidden real estate values." Learn to identify the five types of real estate markets and the
right strategy for each. Take Dean's local market analysis test to determine the exact nature of your local real estate market.
Receive Dean's unique formula for win-win-win real estate transactions and experience how you can make money while helping
others make money, too. Let Dean share his strategies and secrets and help you become a real estate millionaire today. Read and
act on Dean's advice and you too will become a real estate millionaire.
“Good corporate drama . . . an enlightening narrative of how new communications infrastructures often come about.” —The
Economist, “A Book of the Year 2016” In the early 1990s, Motorola developed a revolutionary satellite system called Iridium that
promised to be its crowning achievement. Its constellation of 66 satellites in polar orbit was a mind-boggling technical
accomplishment, surely the future of communication. The only problem was that Iridium the company was a commercial disaster.
Only months after launching service, it was $11 billion in debt, burning through $100 million a month and crippled by baroque rate
plans and agreements that forced calls through Moscow, Beijing, Fucino, Italy, and elsewhere. Bankruptcy was inevitable—the
largest to that point in American history. And when no real buyers seemed to materialize, it looked like Iridium would go down as
just a “science experiment.” That is, until Dan Colussy got a wild idea. Colussy, a former head of Pan-Am now retired and working
on his golf game in Palm Beach, heard about Motorola’s plans to “de-orbit” the system and decided he would buy Iridium and
somehow turn around one of the biggest blunders in the history of business. Impeccably researched and wonderfully told,
Eccentric Orbits is a rollicking, unforgettable tale of technological achievement, business failure, the military-industrial complex,
and one of the greatest deals of all time. “Deep reporting put forward with epic intentions . . . a story that soars and jumps and
dives and digresses . . . [A] big, gutsy, exciting book.” —The Wall Street Journal, “A Top 10 Nonfiction Book of 2016” “Spellbinding
. . . A tireless researcher, Bloom delivers a superlative history . . . A tour de force.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review)
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Traces the evolution of international trade, from ancient Mesopotamia to today's global marketplace, exploring the influence of
commerce on agriculture, technology, politics, and civilization as a whole.
The rise of China's tech companies and intense competition from the sector is just beginning. This will present an ongoing
management and strategy challenge for companies for many years to come. Tech Titans of China is the go-to-guide for
companies (and those interested in competition from China) seeking to understand China's grand tech ambitions, who the players
are and what their strategy is. Fannin, an expert on China, is an internationally-recognized journalist, author and speaker. She
hosts 12 live events annually for business leaders, venture capitalists, start-up founders, and others impacted by or interested in
cashing in on the Chinese tech industry. In this illuminating book, she provides readers with the ammunition they need to prepare
and compete. Featuring detailed profiles of the Chinese tech companies making waves, the tech sectors that matter most in
China's grab for super power status, and predictions for China's tech dominance in just 10 years.
International Bestseller One of Foreign Policy's "21 Books to Read in 2012" A Publishers Weekly Top 10 Business Book “The best
book on global economic trends I’ve read in a while.”—Fareed Zakaria, CNN GPS To identify the economic stars of the future we
should abandon the habit of extrapolating from the recent past and lumping wildly diverse countries together. We need to
remember that sustained economic success is a rare phenomenon. After years of rapid growth, the most celebrated emerging
markets—Brazil, Russia, India, and China—are about to slow down. Which countries will rise to challenge them? In his best-selling
book, writer and investor Ruchir Sharma identifies which countries are most likely to leap ahead and why, drawing insights from
time spent on the ground and detailed demographic, political, and economic analysis. With a new chapter on America’s future
economic prospects, Breakout Nations offers a captivating picture of the shifting balance of global economic power among
emerging nations and the West.
A new breed of powerhouse companies from the emerging markets is catching their Western competitors off-guard. Household
names of today - IBM, Ford, Wal-Mart - are in danger of becoming has-beens as these more innovative superstars rise to
dominance, representing both an urgent competitive challenge and an unprecedented investment and business opportunity.
Understanding how they have become world-class market leaders - and where they are going next - is crucial to an understanding
of the future of globalization. Training his brilliant investor's eye on the top twenty-five of these emerging market companies,
visionary international investment analyst Antoine van Agtmael takes readers into the boardroom suites and labs where they are
outmanoeuvring their Western competitors. He reveals how these companies have made it to the top of the global heap, profiling
major players such as China's Haier appliance manufacturer; Korea's Samsung; Brazil's Embraer jet maker; and India's Infosys.
Divulging their strategies for future growth, he analyses how their rise to prominence will change our lives. His unique insights
reveal both how we in the West can capitalize on the opportunities these companies represent while also mobilizing a powerful
response to the challenges they present.
A “thrilling . . . captivating” account of the most famous shipwreck before the Titanic—a tragedy that inspired an unforgettable
masterpiece of Western art (The Boston Globe). In June 1816, the Medusa set sail. Commanded by an incompetent captain, the
frigate ran aground off the desolate West African coast. During the chaotic evacuation a privileged few claimed the lifeboats, while
147 men and one woman were herded aboard a makeshift raft that was soon cut loose by the boats that had pledged to tow it to
safety. Those on the boats made it ashore and undertook a two-hundred-mile trek through the sweltering Sahara, but conditions
were far worse on the drifting raft. Crazed, parched, and starving, the diminishing band fell into mayhem. When rescue arrived
thirteen days later, only fifteen were alive. Among the handful of survivors were two men whose bestselling account of the
maritime disaster scandalized Europe and inspired promising artist Théodore Géricault, who threw himself into a study of the
Medusa tragedy, turning it into a vast canvas in his painting, The Raft of the Medusa. Drawing on contemporaneously published
accounts and journals of survivors, The Wreck of the Medusa is “a captivating gem about art’s relation to history” (Booklist) and
ultimately “a thrilling read” (The Guardian).
Assesses the U.S. financial crisis and its lessons, exploring its contributing factors while revealing its more devastating but lesserknown consequences and outlining potentially divisive solutions that may be necessary for recovery.
A captivating, illuminating, and sweeping historical narrative revealing the fascinating role media has played throughout the course
of history. In “an engaging mix of theory, fact and enlightenment from across the millennia that wears its rich scholarship lightly,”
Masters of the Word explains how new communication technologies and in particular our access to them, impacted human society
(The Guardian). Writing was born thousands of years ago in Mesopotamia. Spreading to Sumer, and then Egypt, this revolutionary
tool allowed rulers to extend their control far and wide, giving rise to the world’s first empires. When Phoenician traders took their
alphabet to Greece, literacy’s first boom led to the birth of drama and democracy. In Rome, it helped spell the downfall of the
Republic. Later, medieval scriptoria and vernacular bibles gave rise to religious dissent, and with the combination of cheaper paper
and Gutenberg’s printing press, the fuse of Reformation was lit. The Industrial Revolution brought the telegraph and the steam
driven printing press, allowing information to move faster than ever before and to reach an even larger audience. But along with
radio and television, these new technologies were more easily exploited by the powerful, as seen in Germany, the Soviet Union,
even Rwanda, where radio incited genocide. With the rise of carbon duplicates (Russian samizdat), photocopying (the Pentagon
Papers), the internet, social media and cell phones (the recent Arab Spring) more people have access to communications, making
the world more connected than ever before. This “accessible, quite enjoyable, and highly informative read” will change the way
you look at technology, history, and power (Booklist). “[Bernstein] enables us to see what remains the same, even as much has
changed.” —Library Journal, “Editors’ Picks” “Riveting and thoroughly researched, it brims with interesting ideas and astonishing
connections.” —Phil Lapsley, author of Exploding the Phone: The Untold Story of the Teenagers and Outlaws Who Hacked Ma Bell
“[Bernstein’s] narrative is succinct and extremely well sourced. . . . [He] reminds us of a number of technologies whose changed
roles are less widely chronicled in conventional histories of the media.” —Irish Times
Predicting economic challenges that the author believes will occur as a result of China's growing ability to produce U.S. products
more cheaply, an economic analysis draws on hundreds of interviews with Chinese, American, and European workers and
businesspeople that draw conclusions about China's future as a superpower. 75,000 first printing.
Bubbles—from hot stocks in the 1920s to hot stocks in the 1990s—are much-lamented features of contemporary economic life. Time
and again, American investors, seduced by the lures of quick money, new technologies, and excessive optimism, have shown a
tendency to get carried away. Time and again, they have appeared foolish when the bubble burst. The history of finance is filled
with tragic tales of shattered dreams, bankruptcies, and bitter recriminations. But what if the I-told-you-so lectures about bubbles
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tell only half the story? What if bubbles accomplish something that can only be seen in retrospect? What if the frenzy of irrational
economic enthusiasm lays the groundwork for sober-minded opportunities, growth, and innovation? Could it be that bubbles wind
up being a competitive advantage for the bubble-prone U.S. economy? In this entertaining and fast-paced book—you'll laugh as
much as you cry—Daniel Gross convincingly argues that every bubble has a golden lining. From the 19th-century mania for the
telegraph to the current craze in alternative energy, from railroads to real estate, Gross takes us on a whirlwind tour of reckless
investors and pie-in-the-sky promoters, detailing the mania they created—but also the lasting good they left behind. In one of the
great ironies of history, Gross shows how the bubbles once generally seen as disastrous have actually helped build the
commercial infrastructures that have jump-started American growth. If there is a secret to the perennial resilience and exuberance
of the American economy, Gross may just have found it in our peculiar capacity to blow financial bubbles—and successfully clean
up the mess.
A pioneering study of some 200 foreign language newspapers located in China published between 1822 and 1911. Includes
information on editors, publishers, history, publishing purpose, and locations of existing copies.
The riveting story behind NBA giant Yao Ming, the ruthless Chinese sports machine that created him, and the East-West struggle
over China’s most famous son. The NBA’s 7‘6" All-Star Yao Ming has changed the face of basketball, revitalizing a league
desperate for a new hero while becoming a multimillionaire pitchman for Reebok and McDonald’s. But his journey to America—like
that of his forgotten foil, 7‘1" Wang Zhizhi—began long before he set foot on the world’s brightest athletic stage. Operation Yao
Ming opens with the story of the two boys’ parents, basketball players brought together by Chinese officials intent on creating a
generation of athletes who could bring glory to their resurgent motherland. Their children would have no more freedom to choose
their fates. By age thirteen, Yao was pulled out of sports school to join the Shanghai Sharks pro team, following in the footsteps of
Wang, then the star of the People’s Liberation Army team. Rumors of the pair of Chinese giants soon attracted the NBA and
American sports companies, all eager to tap a market of 1.3 billion consumers. In suspenseful scenes, journalist Brook Larmer
details the backroom maneuverings that brought China’s first players to the NBA. Drawing on years of firsthand reporting, Larmer
uncovers the disturbing truth behind China’s drive to produce Olympic champions, while also taking readers behind the scenes of
America’s multibillion-dollar sports empire. Caught in the middle are two young men—one will become a mega-rich superstar and
hero to millions, the other a struggling athlete rejected by his homeland yet lost in America.
Foreword by Janet Yellen Weijian Shan's Out of the Gobi is a powerful memoir and commentary that will be one of the most
important books on China of our time, one with the potential to re-shape how Americans view China, and how the Chinese view
life in America. Shan, a former hard laborer who is now one of Asia's best-known financiers, is thoughtful, observant, eloquent, and
brutally honest, making him well-positioned to tell the story of a life that is a microcosm of modern China, and of how, improbably,
that life became intertwined with America. Out of the Gobi draws a vivid picture of the raw human energy and the will to succeed
against all odds. Shan only finished elementary school when Mao Zedong's Cultural Revolution tore his country apart. He was a
witness to the brutality and absurdity of Mao’s policies during one of the most tumultuous eras in China’s history. Exiled to the
Gobi Desert at age 15 and denied schooling for 10 years, he endured untold hardships without ever giving up his dream for an
education. Shan’s improbable journey, from the Gobi to the “People’s Republic of Berkeley” and far beyond, is a uniquely
American success story – told with a splash of humor, deep insight and rich and engaging detail. This powerful and personal
perspective on China and America will inform Americans' view of China, humanizing the country, while providing a rare view of
America from the prism of a keen foreign observer who lived the American dream. Says former Federal Reserve chair Janet
Yellen: “Shan’s life provides a demonstration of what is possible when China and the United States come together, even by
happenstance. It is not only Shan’s personal history that makes this book so interesting but also how the stories of China and
America merge in just one moment in time to create an inspired individual so unique and driven, and so representative of the true
sprits of both countries.”
Traces the development of American suburbs, suggests reasons for their growth, compares American residential patterns with
those of Europe and Japan, and looks at future trends
A passionate personal journey through two cultures in conflict Shortly after militant Islamic terrorists destroyed the World Trade
Center, Tamim Ansary of San Francisco sent an e-mail to twenty friends, telling how the threatened U.S. reprisals against
Afghanistan looked to him as an Afghan American. The message spread, and in a few days it had reached, and affected, millions
of people-Afghans and Americans, soldiers and pacifists, conservative Christians and talk-show hosts; for the message, written in
twenty minutes, was one Ansary had been writing all his life. West of Kabul, East of New York is an urgent communiqué by an
American with "an Afghan soul still inside me," who has lived in the very different worlds of Islam and the secular West. The son of
an Afghan man and the first American woman to live as an Afghan, Ansary grew up in the intimate world of Afghan family life, one
never seen by outsiders. No sooner had he emigrated to San Francisco than he was drawn into the community of Afghan
expatriates sustained by the dream of returning to their country -and then drawn back to the Islamic world himself to discover the
nascent phenomenon of militant religious fundamentalism. Tamim Ansary has emerged as one of the most eloquent voices on the
conflict between Islam and the West. His book is a deeply personal account of the struggle to reconcile two great civilizations and
to find some point in the imagination where they might meet.
Chronicles the life of the head of one of Moscow's gangster families, who financed the reelection of Boris Yeltsin and became one
of his key advisors.
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