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An acclaimed novel by the author of The Mistress of Spices,
and Before We Visit the Goddess. Jhumpa Lahiri praises:
"One Amazing Thing collapses the walls dividing characters
and cultures; what endures is a chorus of voices in one single
room." Late afternoon sun sneaks through the windows of a
passport and visa office in an unnamed American city. Most
customers and even most office workers have come and
gone, but nine people remain. A punky teenager with an
unexpected gift. An upper-class Caucasian couple whose
relationship is disintegrating. A young Muslim-American man
struggling with the fallout of 9/11. A graduate student haunted
by a question about love. An African-American ex-soldier
searching for redemption. A Chinese grandmother with a
secret past. And two visa office workers on the verge of an
adulterous affair. When an earthquake rips through the
afternoon lull, trapping these nine characters together, their
focus first jolts to their collective struggle to survive. There's
little food. The office begins to flood. Then, at a moment when
the psychological and emotional stress seems nearly too
much for them to bear, the young graduate student suggests
that each tell a personal tale, "one amazing thing" from their
lives, which they have never told anyone before. And as their
surprising stories of romance, marriage, family, political
upheaval, and self-discovery unfold against the urgency of
their life-or-death circumstances, the novel proves the
transcendent power of stories and the meaningfulness of
human expression itself. From Chitra Divakaruni, author of
such finely wrought, bestselling novels as Sister of My Heart,
The Palace of Illusions, and The Mistress of Spices, comes
her most compelling and transporting story to date. One
Page 1/21

Download Ebook Arranged Marriage Stories
Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni
Amazing Thing is a passionate creation about survival--and
about the reasons to survive.
After a year of living separate lives, Anju is reunited with
Sudha in America and they must deal with establishing new
relationships with their families in India and with men and
women outside the Indian immigrant community.
The possibility of change, of starting anew, in this stunning
beautiful and poignant collection of short stories, is at once
terrifying and filled with promise.For those Indian-born women
living new lives in America, independence is a mixed
blessing.It means walking the tightrope between old
treasured beliefs and surprising newfound desires, and
understanding the emotions which that conflict
brings.Together these stories create a tapestry of existence
as colourful, as delicate and as enduring as the finest silk
sari.
Enjoying a sheltered childhood with adoring grandparents but
troubled by the silence surrounding her parents' deaths,
Korobi is prompted by a love note among her mother's
possessions to travel from India to post-9/11 America in
search of her true identity.
Weaving tales of India and of the new settlers in America,
Chitra Divakaruni's stories explore themes of solitude,
expectations, love and betrayal, as well as other reflections
on life in both the East and the West.
When Tara Sundaram learns that her father has found her
the perfect husband she is not convinced. She may be from a
traditional Indian family, but she is far from conventional…
Perhaps she should check out her future husband in secret
(just in case!?) Bumping into Vikram Krishnan—all six feet of
deliciousness—Tara's blushes betray her outward
coolness—maybe marriage to Vikram will have its perks! But
before she says "yes", Tara has a few little rules for her
husband-to-be.
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What makes a marriage-love or compatibility? Passion or
pragmatism? Shobhan Bantwal's compelling new novel
explores the fascinating subject of arranged marriage, as a
young Indian-American woman navigates the gulf between
desire and tradition. . . To Soorya Giri, arranged marriages
have always seemed absurd. But while her career as an
environmental lawyer has flourished, Soorya is still a virgin,
living with her parents in suburban New Jersey. She wants to
be married. And she is finally ready to do the unthinkable. . .
Soorya's first bridal viewings are as awkward as she
anticipated. But then she's introduced to Roger Vadepalli.
Self-possessed, intelligent, and charming, Roger is clearly
interested in marriage and seems eager to clinch the deal.
Attracted to him in spite of her mistrust, Soorya is also drawn
into a flirtation with Lou, a widowed colleague who is far from
her family's idea of an acceptable husband. In choosing
between two very different men, Soorya must reconcile her
burgeoning independence and her conservative background.
And she must decide what matters most to her-not just in a
husband, but in a family, a culture, and a life. . . "One of the
best [novels] I've read this year. I couldn't put it down. . .this
book is a gem!" --Mary Monroe, New York Times bestselling
author on The Unexpected Son "Compelling and memorable."
-Mary Jo Putney, New York Times bestselling author on The
Forbidden Daughter "Vivid, rich. . .expertly portrays a young
woman caught between love and duty, hope and despair."
-Anjali Banerjee on The Dowry Bride "Dazzles you with a
taste of Desi culture in America." -Caridad Pineiro
The Politics of Everybody examines the production and
maintenance of the terms 'man', 'woman', and 'other' within
the current political moment; the contradictions of these
categories and the prospects of a Marxist approach to praxis
for queer bodies. Few thinkers have attempted to reconcile
queer and Marxist analysis. Those who have propose the key
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contested site to be that of desire/sexual expression. This
emphasis on desire, Lewis argues, is symptomatic of the
neoliberal project and has led to a continued fascination with
the politics of identity. By arguing that Marxist analysis is in
fact most beneficial to gender politics within the arena of body
production, categorization and exclusion Lewis develops a
theory of gender and the sexed body that is wedded to the
realities of a capitalist political economy. Boldly calling for a
new, materialist queer theory, Lewis defines a politics of
liberation that is both intersectional, transnational, and
grounded in lived experience.
Joel Kuortti’s Writing Imagined Diasporas: South Asian
Women Reshaping North American Identity is a study of
diasporic South Asian women writers. It argues that the
diasporic South Asians are not merely assimilating to their
host cultures but they are also actively reshaping them
through their own, new voices bringing new definitions of
identity. As diaspora does not emerge as a mere sociological
fact but it becomes what it is because it is said to be what it
is, the writings of imagined diasporas challenge “national”
discourses. Diaspora brings to mind various contested ideas
and images. It can be a positive site for the affirmation of an
identity, or, conversely, a negative site of fears of losing that
identity. Diaspora signals an engagement with a matrix of
diversity: of cultures, languages, histories, people, places,
times. What distinguishes diaspora from some other types of
travel is its centripetal dimension. It does not only mean that
people are dispersed in different places but that they
congregate in other places, forming new communities. In
such gatherings, new allegiances are forged that supplant
earlier commitments. New imagined communities arise that
not simply substitute old ones but form a hybrid space inbetween various identifications. This book looks into the ways
in which diasporic Indian literature handles these issues. In
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the context of diaspora there is an imaginative construction of
collective identity in the making, That a given diaspora comes
to be seen as a community is the result of a process of
imagining, at the same time creating new marginalities,
hybridities and dependencies, resulting in multiple
marginalizations, hyphenizations and demands for allegiance.
The study concentrates on eleven contemporary women
writers from the United States and Canada who write on
South Asian diasporic experiences. The writers are Ramabai
Espinet, Jhumpa Lahiri, Amulya Malladi, Sujata Massey,
Bharati Mukherjee, Uma Parameswaran, Kirin Narayan, Anita
Rau Badami, Robbie Clipper Sethi, Shauna Singh Baldwin,
and Vineeta Vijayaraghavan.
Although Chitra Divakaruni's poetry has won praise and
awards for many years, it is her "luminous, exquisitely crafted
prose" (Ms.) that is quickly making her one of the brightest
rising stars in the changing face of American literature.
Arranged Marriage, her first collection of stories, spent five
weeks on the San Francisco Chronicle bestseller list and
garnered critical acclaim that would have been extraordinary
for even a more established author. For the young girls and
women brought to life in these stories, the possibility of
change, of starting anew, is both as terrifying and filled with
promise as the ocean that separates them from their homes
in India. From the story of a young bride whose fairy-tale
vision of California is shattered when her husband is
murdered and she must face the future on her own, to a
proud middle-aged divorced woman determined to succeed in
San Francisco, Divakaruni's award-winning poetry fuses here
with prose for the first time to create eleven devastating
portraits of women on the verge of an unforgettable
transformation.
Wry humor and a delicious grasp of the friction between
generations in Bangalore are the hallmarks of Lavanya
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Sankaran’s fresh, deeply nuanced debut collection. “A
potpourri of beggars and billionaires and determinedly laidback ways,” Bangalore, India’s own Silicon Valley, is a
crucible for prosperity, and at the chaotic crossroads between
past and present. Here, American-trained professionals like
Tara return to their old-fashioned families with heads full of
Quentin Tarantino dialogue; a successful entrepreneur is
shaken when his partner suddenly reneges on their plan to
return to America; a traditional Indian mother slyly
circumvents her Western-educated daughter’s resistance to
marriage; a neighborhood gossip is determined to discover
what goes on behind the closed curtains of the hip young
couple across the street; a chauffeur must reconcile his more
orthodox credos with his employer’s miniskirt lifestyle. Witty,
affectionate, and wonderfully wise, Lavanya Sankaran’s first
collection attests to her remarkable literary talent.
In nine poignant stories spiked with humor and intelligence,
Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni captures lives at crossroad
moments–caught between past and present, home and
abroad, tradition and fresh experience. A widow in California,
recently arrived from India, struggles to adapt to a world in
which neighbors are strangers and her domestic skills are
deemed superfluous in the award-winning “Mrs. Dutta Writes
a Letter.” In “The Intelligence of Wild Things,” a woman from
Sacramento visits her brother in Vermont to inform him that
back in Calcutta their mother is dying. And in the title story, a
painter looks to ancient myth and the example of her
grandmother for help in navigating her first real crisis of faith.
Knowing, compassionate and expertly rendered, the stories in
The Unknown Errors of Our Lives depict the eternal struggle
to find a balance between the pull of home and the allure of
change.
'One of the most strikingly lyrical voices writing about the lives
of Indian women' -- Amitav Ghosh 'Chitra Banerjee
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Divakaruni turns the Ramayana around by telling it in the
voice of Sita ... this inversion is a gift - it presents us a with a
way to know an already well-known story better and to love
an already beloved story more' -- Arshia Sattar 'This inspired
evocation of the goddess Sita is an epic song of strength and
solidarity told with joy and intensity. It brings to life the
personalities and predicaments of the Ramayana' -- Namita
Gokhale 'Among the many, many Ramayanas there are now
even - thankfully - some "Sitayanas", but I know of none with
the special magic that Chitra Divakaruni ... brings to the
telling' -- Philip Lutgendorf 'Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni's Sita
... is an epitome of courage and self-respect, showing a path
for all women. While weaving a familiar story, Chitra provides
deep and surprising insights' -- Volga 'An incomparable
storyteller' -- Denver Post 'Divakaruni's stories are irresistible'
-- The New York Times Book Review 'Divakaruni's storytelling
talents put her right up there with the best' -- Miami Herald 'In
recasting the Ramayan as a love story Divakaruni accords
Sita parity with Ram, revealing her innate strength. By giving
primacy to her thoughts and feelings this also becomes the
private tale of Shri and Shrimati Ramchandra Raghuvanshi,
two wonderful people who loved each other but who broke
up. To readers well-acquainted with that tragedy of modern
times, the failed marriage, it will appeal. The ending, however,
surpasses all expectations.' -- The Sunday Standard 'The
success of both The Palace Of Illusions and The Forest Of
Enchantments hinges acutely on the skill with which
Divakaruni deploys the narratorial voice.' -- Mint 'The Forest
of Enchantments is one of the simplest and most beautiful
retellings of Sage Valmiki's epic.' -- Jetwings 'Chitra Banerjee
Divakaruni does justice to the women of Ramayana ... The
Forest of Enchantments is not just a retelling of a much-told
epic, rather it is a book that tells it like it is - balanced and nonjudgmental.' -- Huffpost 'A work ... of pluralities and
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possibilities ... This is the Sitayan we will give to our
daughters, that they may imbibe Sita's strength, and even
more proudly to our sons, who will learn how a woman is to
be treated' -- The Wire 'Banerjee is markedly feminist ... Her
spin on the most pivotal moment of Sita's life, the
agnipariksha episode, is a moment of feminist brilliance. Her
Sita answers all the questions we would have had when
listening to the Ramayana while leaving us with plenty of food
for thought.' -- The New Indian Express 'Divakaruni's retelling
reminds her readers that the Ramayana, besides being a
morality tale, is a love story at its heart' -- Huffpost 'Divakaruni
and her women characters are a formidable pair' -- The Wire
The Ramayana, one of the world's greatest epics, is also a
tragic love story. In this brilliant retelling, Chitra Banerjee
Divakaruni places Sita at the centre of the novel: this is Sita's
version. The Forest of Enchantments is also a very human
story of some of the other women in the epic, often
misunderstood and relegated to the margins: Kaikeyi,
Surpanakha, Mandodari. A powerful comment on duty,
betrayal, infidelity and honour, it is also about women's
struggle to retain autonomy in a world that privileges men, as
Chitra transforms an ancient story into a gripping,
contemporary battle of wills. While the Ramayana resonates
even today, she makes it more relevant than ever, in the
underlying questions in the novel: How should women be
treated by their loved ones? What are their rights in a
relationship? When does a woman need to stand up and say,
'Enough!'
Full-Blooded Fantasy is a one-of-a-kind collection featuring
selections from eight of the best fantasy novels published
today. Experience the remarkable storytelling of acclaimed
fantasy writers such as Nancy Farmer, author of the awardwinning The House of the Scorpion; Tony DiTerlizzi and Holly
Black, creators of the international phenomenon The
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Spiderwick Chronicles; and D. J. MacHale, author of the New
York Times bestselling series Pendragon.
Poems include: All In My Head The Arranged Marriage At
Muktinath At The Sati Temple, Bikaner Bengal Night Boychild
The Brides Come To Yuba City Burning Bride: 1 Burning
Bride: 2 Burning Bride: 3 The Durga Batik Family Photo In
Black And White The Garba The Garland The Gift Gouri
Mashima The House I, Manju: 1 I, Manju: 2 In The Hinglaj
Desert Journey The Living Goddess Speaks Living
Underground: Dacca 1971 The Makers Of Chili Paste Making
Samosas Mother And Child My Mother At Maui My Mother
Combs My Hair My Mother Tells Me A Story Nargis' Toilette
The Quilt The Rainflies The Rat Trap Restroom The Robbers'
Cave The Room Sondra Song Of The Fisher Wife Sudha's
Story: 1 Sudha's Story: 2 Sudha's Story: 3 Traitor Body Two
Women Outside A Circus, Pushkar Villagers Visiting Jodhpur
Enjoy Iced Sweets Visit The Woman Addresses Her Sleeping
Lover Yuba City School
A classic work of magical realism, this bestselling novel by
Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni tells the story of Tilo, a young
woman from another time who has a gift for the mystical art of
spices. Now immortal, and living in the gnarled and arthritic
body of an old woman, Tilo has set up shop in Oakland,
California, where she administers curatives to her customers.
But when she's surprised by an unexpected romance with a
handsome stranger, she must choose between everlasting
life and the vicissitudes of modern society. Spellbinding and
hypnotizing, The Mistress of Spices is a tale of joy, sorrow,
and one special woman's magical powers.

Lin delves into her knowledge of the magical powers
of the Tisane to solve the problem that her elder
sister Liu is facing at The Lingnan Tea House.
Dereck has accidentally slipped into a seemingly
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unending black hole while trekking in the Black
Forests of Germany. His whole life flashes before his
eyes as he travels down the dark tunnel. Once out in
broad daylight, he is surprised to be alive and
shocked to find himself in India. One evening a
teenager looks up from the book she is reading and
finds a phantom staring her in the face, floating
between her mother's white roses, just a few steps
away from her. On another day Daddy's bike journey
once again very mysteriously comes to a similar end
like always, almost like a decree from God. From
Meera, a young teenager, life seems to have always
turned a deaf ear towards her. One day she finally
decides to step off into oblivion. She goes unheard.
'Not Totally Unbelievable' is a collection of 10 short
stories narrating the extra-ordinary experiences in
the lives of the seemingly most ordinary people from
the Occident, Orient and India. These pieces of
fiction are essentially true stories that will compel
one to believe in the mysterious, magical powers
and forces around us, within us.
She rose from commoner to become the last
reigning queen of India’s Sikh Empire. In this
dazzling novel, based on true-life events, bestselling
author Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni presents the
unforgettable story of Jindan, who transformed
herself from daughter of the royal kennel keeper to
powerful monarch. Sharp-eyed, stubborn, and
passionate, Jindan was known for her beauty. When
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she caught the eye of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, she
was elevated to royalty, becoming his youngest and
last queen—and his favorite. And when her son,
barely six years old, unexpectedly inherited the
throne, Jindan assumed the regency. She
transformed herself from pampered wife to warrior
ruler, determined to protect her people and her
son’s birthright from the encroaching British Empire.
Defying tradition, she stepped out of the zenana,
cast aside the veil, and conducted state business in
public, inspiring her subjects in two wars. Her power
and influence were so formidable that the British,
fearing an uprising, robbed the rebel queen of
everything she had, but nothing crushed her
indomitable will. An exquisite love story of a king and
a commoner, a cautionary tale about loyalty and
betrayal, a powerful parable of the indestructible
bond between mother and child, and an inspiration
for our times, Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni’s novel
brings alive one of the most fearless women of the
nineteenth century, one whose story cries out to be
told.
In a world of rapidly changing values and traditions,
an Indian woman enters into an arranged marriage
to a man she barely knows and moves to distant
Canada Thirty-year-old Nina is an English teacher
living alone in Jangpura, India. With diminishing
prospects, she agrees to an arranged union. Her
groom is the Indian-born Ananda, who lives in
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Canada. He once dreamed of becoming a doctor but
settled for dentistry. He is lonely, and also in want of
a spouse. Their life together is not what either
expected. Unable to find work teaching in Nova
Scotia, Nina takes a job at the local library. Ananda
is troubled by his own response to the sexual
aspects of their relationship. Assimilating into a new
culture pales in comparison to the trials of
marriage—its ups and downs, its inevitable
compromises . . . and the temptations of illicit
passion.
Includes works by such writers as Alice Walker, Zora
Neale Hurston, Dorothy West, Alice Childress, and
Terry McMillan
Giller Prize-winner M.G. Vassanji’s The In-Between
World of Vikram Lall is a haunting novel of corruption
and regret that brings to life the complexity and
turbulence of Kenyan society in the last five
decades. Rich in sensuous detail and historical
insight, this is a powerful story of passionate
betrayals and political violence, racial tension and
the strictures of tradition, told in elegant, assured
prose. The novel begins in 1953, with eight-year-old
Vikram Lall a witness to the celebrations around the
coronation of Queen Elizabeth II, just as the Mau
Mau guerilla war for independence from Britain
begins to gain strength. In a land torn apart by
idealism, doubt, political upheaval and terrible acts of
violence, Vic and his sister Deepa must find their
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place among a new generation. Neither colonists nor
African, neither white nor black, the Indian brother
and sister find themselves somewhere in between in
their band of playmates: Bill and Annie, British
children, and Njoroge, an African boy. These are the
relationships that will shape the rest of their lives.
We follow Vikram through the changes in East
African society, the immense promise of the fifties
and sixties. But when that hope is betrayed by the
corruption and violence of the following decades, Vic
is drawn into the Kenyatta government’s orbit of
graft and power-broking. Njoroge, his childhood
friend, can abandon neither the idealism of his youth
nor his love for Vic’s sister Deepa. But neither the
idealism of the one nor the passive cynicism of the
other can avert the tragedies that await them. The InBetween World of Vikram Lall is a profound and
careful examination of one man’s search for his
place in the world, with themes that have run through
Vassanji’s work: the nature of community in a
volatile society, the relations between colony and
colonizer, and the inescapable presence of the past.
It is also, finally, a deeply personal book speaking to
the people who are in the in-between.
"Jo Beverley strains the boundaries of political
correctness . . . There is no denying Ms. Beverley is
a master storyteller and perhaps because of this
political incorrectness she delivers a powerfully fresh
stage for her story." ~Tara A. Green Ruined through
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her vile brother's schemes, Eleanor Chivenham is
offered rescue by marriage to a rake with an
infamous French mistress. Eleanor accepts,
determined to treat the arranged marriage with cool
dignity. Then she meets Nicholas Delaney. Not only
does he stir her senses, but the trouble and pain
beneath his smooth exterior reaches her heart.
Nicholas is indeed troubled. While serving his
country by seducing secrets out of a French spy, he
is persuaded to marry Eleanor to protect his family's
honor. But such chivalry runs counter to his carefully
wrought rogue image, and extends the lifethreatening plots shadowing him to Eleanor. To
assist, Nicholas re-assembles the Company of
Rogues, a schoolboy group he started years before.
But not even they can dampen Eleanor's fighting wit
that is quickly unmasking their enemy and testing
Nicholas' formidable will. From The Publisher: Author
Jo Beverley is known for her consumate attention to
historical detail that wisks the reader back in time to
a near first-hand experience. Fans of Regency
romance and historical British fiction set in the 19th
century, as well as readers of Jess Michaels, Mary
Balogh, Christi Caldwell, Stephanie Laurens,
Madeline Hunter and Mary Jo Putney will want to
read every book by Jo Beverley. Best Regency
Novel, Romantic Times Bookrak Bestseller RITA,
finalist "A splendid love story... a veritable feast of
delight. Bravo!" ~Romantic Times
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A Study Guide for Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni's
"Meeting Mrinal," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed
Short Stories for Students. This concise study guide
includes plot summary; character analysis; author
biography; study questions; historical context;
suggestions for further reading; and much more. For
any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students
for all of your research needs.
A collection of short stories set in India explores the
adjustment of immigrants to a foreign land, the
accommodations families make to the differences
between generations, and the struggle to find a
balance between the pull of home and the promise
of change.
In 1939, twelve-year-old Neela meets a young freedom fighter
at her sister's wedding and soon after must rely on his help
when her father fails to return home from a march in Calcutta
against British occupation. Simultaneous.
Look for Nell Freudenberger's new novel, Lost and Wanted,
coming April 2019. Amina Mazid is twenty-four when she
moves from Bangladesh to Rochester, New York, for love. A
hundred years ago, Amina would have been called a mailorder bride. But this is the twenty-first century: she is wooed
by—and woos—George Stillman online. For Amina, George
offers a chance for a new life for her and her parents, as well
as a different kind of happiness than she might find back
home. For George, Amina is a woman who doesn't play
games. But each of them is hiding something: someone from
the past they thought they could leave behind. It is only when
Amina returns to Bangladesh that she and George find out if
their secrets will tear them apart, or if they can build a future
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together.
"A new novel from the author of Oleander Girl, a novel in
stories, built around crucial moments in the lives of 3
generations of womin in an Indian/Indian-American Family"-From the bestselling author of Sister of My Heart comes a
spellbinding tale of mothers and daughters, love and cultural
identity. Rakhi, a young painter and single mother, is
struggling to come to terms with her relationship with exhusband Sonny, a hip Bay Area DJ, and with her dream-teller
mother, who has rarely spoken about her past or her native
India. Rakhi has her hands full, juggling a creative dry spell,
raising her daughter, and trying to save the Berkeley
teahouse she and her best friend Belle own. But greater
challenges are to come. When a national tragedy turns her
world upside down and Rakhi needs her mother’s strength
and wisdom more than ever, she loses her in a freak car
accident. But uncovering her mother’s dream journals allows
Rakhi to discover her mother’s long-kept secrets and
sacrifices–and ultimately to confront her fears, forge a new
relationship with her father, and revisit Sonny’s place in her
heart.
From the award-winning author of Mistress of Spices, the
bestselling novel about the extraordinary bond between two
women, and the family secrets and romantic jealousies that
threaten to tear them apart. Anju is the daughter of an uppercaste Calcutta family of distinction. Her cousin Sudha is the
daughter of the black sheep of that same family. Sudha is
startlingly beautiful; Anju is not. Despite those differences,
since the day on which the two girls were born, the same day
their fathers died--mysteriously and violently--Sudha and Anju
have been sisters of the heart. Bonded in ways even their
mothers cannot comprehend, the two girls grow into
womanhood as if their fates as well as their hearts were
merged. But, when Sudha learns a dark family secret, that
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connection is shattered. For the first time in their lives, the
girls know what it is to feel suspicion and distrust. Urged into
arranged marriages, Sudha and Anju's lives take opposite
turns. Sudha becomes the dutiful daughter-in-law of a rigid
small-town household. Anju goes to America with her new
husband and learns to live her own life of secrets. When
tragedy strikes each of them, however, they discover that
despite distance and marriage, they have only each other to
turn to. Set in the two worlds of San Francisco and India, this
exceptionally moving novel tells a story at once familiar and
exotic, seducing readers from the first page with the lush
prose we have come to expect from Divakaruni. Sister of My
Heart is a novel destined to become as widely beloved as it is
acclaimed.
As twelve-year-old Anand continues his studies to become a
full-fledged member of The Brotherhood of the Conch, he
journeys back to Moghul times, where he encounters
powerful sorcerers, spoiled princes, noble warriors, and evil
jinns. Reprint.
MANNY WANTS TO BE A FOOTBALLER. OR A POP STAR.
OR WRITE A BESTSELLER. HE DOESN'T WANT TO GET
MARRIED... 'Harry and Ranjit were waiting for me - waiting to
take me to Derby, to a wedding. My wedding. A wedding that
I hadn't asked for, that I didn't want. To a girl who I didn't
know... If they had bothered to open their eyes, they would
have seen me: seventeen, angry, upset but determined determined to do my own thing, to choose my own path in
life...' Set partly in the UK and partly in the Punjab region of
India, this is a fresh, bitingly perceptive and totally up-to-theminute look at one young man's fight to free himself from
family expectations and to be himself, free to dance to his
own tune.
Suffused with Russell Banks’s trademark lyricism and
reckless humor, the twelve stories in A Permanent Member of
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the Family examine the myriad ways we try—and sometimes
fail—to connect with one another, as we seek a home in the
world. In the title story, a father looks back on the legend of
the cherished family dog whose divided loyalties mirrored the
fragmenting of his marriage. “A Former Marine” asks, to
chilling effect, if one can ever stop being a parent. And in the
haunting, evocative “Veronica,” a mysterious woman
searching for her daughter may not be who she claims she is.
Moving between the stark beauty of winter in upstate New
York and the seductive heat of Florida, Banks’s acute and
penetrating collection demonstrates the range and virtuosity
of both his narrative prowess and his startlingly panoramic
vision of modern American life.

After his family is forced into a life of poverty on the
harsh streets of Calcutta and his father goes
missing, Anand encounters a stranger who asks him
to watch over his magical conch, and that meeting
soon leads Anand on an important journey into the
high mountains to bring the conch back to its rightful
home. Reader's Guide available. Reprint.
Winner Of The 1993 Commonwealth
Writers&Rsquo; Prize For Best First Book What
Makes A Dutiful Daughter, Wife, Mother? What
Makes A Good Indian Woman? Devi Returns To
Madras With An American Degree, Only To Be
Sucked In By The Old Order Of Things&Mdash;A
Demanding Mother&Rsquo;S Love, A Suitable But
Hollow Marriage, An Unsuitable Lover Who Offers A
Brief Escape. But The Women Of The Hoary Past
Come Back To Claim Devi Through Myth And Story,
Music And Memory. They
Show Her What It Is To
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Stay And Endure, What It Is To Break Free And
Move On.Sita Has Been The Ideal Daughter-In-Law,
Wife And Mother. But Now That She Has Arranged
A Marriage For Her Daughter She Has To Come To
Terms With An Old Dream Of Her Own. Mayamma
Knows How To Survive As The Old Family Retainer,
Bending The Way The Wind Blows. But, Through
Devi, She Too Can See A Different Life. A Subtle
And Tender Tale Of Women'S Lives In India, This
Award-Winning Novel Is Structured With The
Delicacy And Precision Of A Piece Of Music. Fusing
Myth, Tale And The Real Voices Of Different
Women, The Thousand Faces Of Night Brings Alive
The Underworld Of Indian Women&Rsquo;S Lives.
&Lsquo;
Taking us back to a time that is half history, half
myth and wholly magical, bestselling author Chitra
Banerjee Divakaruni gives voice to Panchaali, the
fire-born heroine of the Mahabharata, as she weaves
a vibrant retelling of an ancient epic saga. Married to
five royal husbands who have been cheated out of
their father's kingdom, Panchaali aids their quest to
reclaim their birthright, remaining at their side
through years of exile and a terrible civil war. But she
cannot deny her complicated friendship with the
enigmatic Krishna—or her secret attraction to the
mysterious man who is her husbands' most
dangerous enemy—as she is caught up in the evermanipulating hands of fate.
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Bored with retirement, Mr. Ali sets up a desk, puts up
a sign, and waits for customers for his new
matchmaking business. Some clients are a mystery.
Some are a challenge. Mr. Ali's assistant, Aruna,
finds it a learning experience. But without a dowry,
Aruna has no expectation of a match for herself.
Then again, as people go about planning their lives,
sometimes fate is making other arrangements.
A collection of short stories set in India explores the
adjustment of immigrants to a foreign land, the
accommodations families make to the differences
between generations, and the struggle to find a
balance between the pull of home and the promise
of cha
Like Divakaruni's much-loved and bestselling short
story collection Arranged Marriage, this collection of
poetry deals with India and the Indian experience in
America, from the adventures of going to a convent
school in India run by Irish nuns (Growing up in
Darjeeling) to the history of the earliest Indian
immigrants in the U.S. (Yuba City Poems). Groups of
interlinked poems divided into six sections are
peopled by many of the same characters and
explore varying themes. Here, Divakaruni is
particularly interested in how different art forms can
influence and inspire each other. One section,
entitled Indian Miniatures, is based on and named
after a series of paintings by Francesco Clemente.
Another, called Moving Pictures, is based on Indian
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films, including Mira Nair's "Salaam Bombay" and
Satyajit Ray's "Ghare Baire." Photographs by
Raghubir Singh inspired the section entitled
Rajasthani. The trials and tribulations of growing up
and immigration are also considered here and, as
with all of Divakaruni's writing, these poems deal
with the experience of women and their struggle to
find identities for themselves. This collection is
touched with the same magic and universal appeal
that excited readers of Arranged Marriage. In
Leaving Yuba City, Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni
proves once again her remarkable literary talents.
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