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This handbook provides advice on best practice for the recovery, publication and archiving of animal bones and teeth from
Holocene archaeological sites (ie from approximately the last 10,000 years). It has been written for local authority archaeology
advisors, consultants, museum curators, project managers, excavators and zooarchaeologists, with the aim of ensuring that
approaches are suitable and cost-effective.
This new offering from the Time Team duo of Robinson and Aston brings another entertaining and light-hearted book to our
shelves. `This is the story of a fantasy dig readers undertake in their back gardens to find out what bits of rubbish are buried there'.
What starts out as a small hole grows into a full-scale excavation involving mechanical diggers, and reveals the remains of a
Roman villa under a proposed supermarket. In amongst this story, the authors answer many of the frequently asked questions
about archaeology and archaeologists, about the history of the discipline and about how a dig works. Robinson and Aston are
entertaining and amusing as always.
DIVOnly in the last decade have climatologists developed an accurate picture of yearly climate conditions in historical times. This
development confirmed a long-standing suspicion: that the world endured a 500-year cold snap-The Little Ice Age-that lasted
roughly from A.D. 1300 until 1850. The Little Ice Age tells the story of the turbulent, unpredictable and often very cold years of
modern European history, how climate altered historical events, and what they mean in the context of today's global warming. With
its basis in cutting-edge science, The Little Ice Age offers a new perspective on familiar events. Renowned archaeologist Brian
Fagan shows how the increasing cold affected Norse exploration; how changing sea temperatures caused English and Basque
fishermen to follow vast shoals of cod all the way to the New World; how a generations-long subsistence crisis in France
contributed to social disintegration and ultimately revolution; and how English efforts to improve farm productivity in the face of a
deteriorating climate helped pave the way for the Industrial Revolution and hence for global warming. This is a fascinating, original
book for anyone interested in history, climate, or the new subject of how they interact. /Div
Most places in Britain have had a local history written about them. Up until this century these histories have addressed more
parochial issues, such as the life of the manor, rather than explaining the features and changes in the landscape in a factual
manner. Much of what is visible today in Britain's landscape is the result of a chain of social and natural processes, and can be
interpreted through fieldwork as well as from old maps and documents. Michael Aston uses a wide range of source material to
study the complex and dynamic history of the countryside, illustrating his points with aerial photographs, maps, plans and charts.
He shows how to understand the surviving remains as well as offering his own explanations for how our landscape has evolved.
Little did ancient people suspect that the garbage they discarded would one day be resurrected by these scientific rag-and-bone
merchants.
Updated for 2015! The recession is over, house prices are heading steadily upwards again, and you're convinced that property
could be your key to financial freedom. And it could. But where do you start? Do you invest near where you live, or wherever yields
are best? Do you rent to families, or professionals, or students? Should you be trawling through Rightmove or lurking at property
auctions? This short book covers the big questions you should be asking yourself before you so much as glance at an estate
agent's window. It contains a jargon-free explanation of basic investment principles, summaries of the major post-crunch
investment strategies, and advice on developing a mindset that will support your long-term success. The book also includes a
curated "further reading" list of recommended books, magazines, forums, blogs and podcasts to help you confidently take your
next steps in your property investment journey. You'll learn... How to pick an investment strategy that matches your skills and
goals The only three calculations you need to know to size up any deal An overview of every major investment approach, from the
most safe and boring to the probably-not-a-good-idea-but-here-you-go-anyway How to (safely and sustainably) stretch a limited
pot of cash to build whatever size portfolio you want ...although you will need to endure some pretty shocking jokes along the way.
Sorry about that. Praise for "Property Investment For Beginners"... "The book is very easy to read and the explanations are very
clear, with some good humour to boot! With a good set of references and online links, this book is a must for anyone interested in
property investment." - P Cowley "A property investment book that keeps it simple. I really enjoyed it, and will use it as my main
point of reference. Unlike most of the other books, the reader doesn't have to endure the rags to riches rubbish and the inevitable
sales pitch for further training." - Nesser "I stumbled across this book randomly on Amazon and I'm so pleased I did - it has given
me an excellent overview of what it is to invest in property and has really helped me to focus on my specific goals. It has also
opened my eyes to a world of useful tools and contacts which I may never have found without it. Other books may have been able
to do this but I'm not sure they would've been so enjoyable to read. If you are thinking of investing in property, or perhaps already
are but want to take it further, this is a must read book." - whatkatythinks "When you buy this book, you are not only getting a
property wizard, you are also getting a warm-hearted guy. In his book, Rob mentions several times that you can contact him via
email and he'll try to help you out. And HE DID! I tentatively emailed him with some questions and he replied right away! Of
course, I know he's probably not able to do this for everybody, but even if he just replied to one question, he has proven that he's
genuine and kind. And what he replied me with is thoughtful, honest and probably saved me a fortune in the end. Totally worth
every penny. Get the book!" - kaitlinjj Scroll up and hit "Buy Now" to start turning your property dreams into reality!
Diagrams and practical examples from teachers' experiences around the world illustrate the advice given. Shows how to choose
books, a room and resources.Explains how to establish a simple classification and cataloguing system.Shows how to encourage
active teacher and student involvement.Explains how to make the most of limited resources.Ideal for teachers and others who are
not trained librarians.

Practical and Theoretical Geoarchaeology provides an invaluable overview of geoarchaeology and how it can be used
effectively in the study of archaeological sites and contexts. Taking a pragmatic and functional approach, this book
presents: a fundamental, broad-based perspective of the essentials of modern geoarchaeology in order to demonstrate
the breadth of the approaches and the depth of the problems that it can tackle. the rapid advances made in the area in
recent years, but also gives the reader a firm grasp of conventional approaches. covers traditional topics with the
emphasis on landscapes, as well as anthropogenic site formation processes and their investigation. provides guidelines
for the presentation of field and laboratory methods and the reporting of geoarchaeological results. essential reading for
archaeology undergraduate and graduate students, practicing archaeologists and geoscientists who need to understand
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and apply geoarchaeological methodologies. Artwork from the book is available to instructors online at:
www.blackwellpublishing.com/goldberg “This is one of the best textbooks that I have read in years. I enjoyed reviewing it,
and found it well-written and thorough in its coverage of the traditional earth science aspects of geoarchaeology. The nontraditional aspects were intriguing and equally thorough... I predict that this book will become the textbook of choice for
geoarchaeology classes for several years.” Geomorphology 101 (2008) 740–743
New York Times Bestseller A New York Times Notable Book Named one of the Best Books of the Year by the Wall
Street Journal, the Economist, Foreign Affairs, and Kirkus Reviews Finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award
(Nonfiction) Shortlisted for the Cundill Prize in Historical Literature Finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize (History)
A San Francisco Chronicle Holiday Gift Guide Selection A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice Selection A
sweeping, "magisterial" history of the Roman Empire from one of our foremost classicists shows why Rome remains
"relevant to people many centuries later" (Atlantic). In SPQR, an instant classic, Mary Beard narrates the history of Rome
"with passion and without technical jargon" and demonstrates how "a slightly shabby Iron Age village" rose to become
the "undisputed hegemon of the Mediterranean" (Wall Street Journal). Hailed by critics as animating "the grand sweep
and the intimate details that bring the distant past vividly to life" (Economist) in a way that makes "your hair stand on end"
(Christian Science Monitor) and spanning nearly a thousand years of history, this "highly informative, highly readable"
(Dallas Morning News) work examines not just how we think of ancient Rome but challenges the comfortable historical
perspectives that have existed for centuries. With its nuanced attention to class, democratic struggles, and the lives of
entire groups of people omitted from the historical narrative for centuries, SPQR will to shape our view of Roman history
for decades to come.
A lively and accessible introduction to themes and debates in archaeological theory for students of all levels
Archaeological Theory is a relatable, accessible, reader-friendly first step into the world of theory for archaeology
students. Recognizing that many students shy away from the study of theory for fear that the material is too difficult or
obscure, Archaeological Theory maintains that any student can develop an understanding of theory and that a knowledge
of theory will lead to better practice. As one of the leading texts for introductory courses in archaeology and
archaeological theory, it has provided many students with the essential foundation for a complete education in the
discipline. With a focus on clarifying the history and development of archaeological theory, this valuable text serves as a
roadmap to the different schools of theory in archaeology, clarifying the foundations of these schools of thought, the
relationships between them, and the ideas that distinguish each from the other. Students will also learn about the
relationship between archaeology and cultural and political developments, the origins of New and ‘post-processual’
archaeology, and current issues shaping the field. Written in a clear and informal style and incorporating examples,
cartoons, and dialogues, this text provides an ideal introduction for students at all levels. The revised third edition has
been updated with new and revised chapters and an expanded glossary and bibliography, as well as new readings to
guide further study. Engages readers with informal and easy-to-understand prose, as well as examples, cartoons, and
informal dialogues Prepares students to understand complex topics and current and perennial issues in the field such as
epistemology, agency, and materiality in the context of archaeological practice Discusses current developments in
associated disciplines New and revised chapters on the material turn, politics and other issues, and an expanded
glossary and bibliography with updated reading suggestions Offers expanded coverage of materiality, cultural-historical
archaeology, evolutionary theory, and the work of scholars of diverse backgrounds and specializations Engaging and
illuminating, Archaeological Theory is an indispensable resource for undergraduate and graduate students in
archaeology and related disciplines.
The Archaeologist's Field Handbook: North American Edition is a hands-on manual that provides step-by-step guidance
for archaeological field work. Specially designed for students (both undergraduate and graduate) and avocational
archaeologists, this informative guide combines clear and accessible information on doing fieldwork with practical advice
on cultural heritage management projects. The Archaeologist's Field Handbook presents firmly grounded (pun intended!),
essential, practical archaeological techniques and clearly elucidates the ethical issues facing archaeology today. A
wealth of diagrams, photos, maps and checklists show in vivid detail how to design, fund, research, map, record,
interpret, photograph, and present archaeological surveys and excavations. The Archaeologist's Field Handbook is an
indispensable tool for new and aspiring archaeologists as they venture into the field.
Is your knowledge of The Crusades less than tip-top? Maybe you're curious about Columbus, or you're desperate to read
about the Black Death in all its gory detail? Whatever your starting point, this expert guide has it all - from kings, knights
and anti-Popes, to invasion, famine, the Magna Carta and Joan of Arc (and a few rebellious peasants thrown in for good
measure!). Get ready for a rip-roaring ride through the political, religious and cultural life of the Middle Ages, one of the
most talked-about periods in history. Medieval History for Dummies includes: Part I: The Early Middle Ages Chapter 1:
The Middle Ages: When, Where, What, Who? Chapter 2: The end of Rome and the not so ‘Dark Ages'. Chapter 3:
Angles, Saxons and Feudalism. Chapter 4: The Carolingians grab their chance. Chapter 5: Charlemagne - A new empire
is born. Part II: The Making of Europe Chapter 6: The (Holy Roman) Empire Strikes Back. Chapter 7: East Meets West:
Islam in the Western Mediterranean. Chapter 8: The Vikings: A threat from the north. Chapter 9: Schism: The Church
splits itself in two. Chapter 10: The Normans: The ‘real' Middle Ages begin. Part III: ‘Holy War': Crusading at home and
abroad. Chapter 11: Crusade: A call to arms. Chapter 12: The First Crusade Chapter 13: England vs France & Pope vs
Emperor Chapter 14: The Second Crusade & The ‘Crusades at Home' Chapter 15: Richard vs Saladin: The Third
Crusade Chapter 16: The later Crusades and other failures. Part IV: Parliament, Priories, Provisions & Plague Chapter
17: John, Henry, Rudolf & Edward. Chapter 18: Monks & Merchants: The new power brokers Chapter 19: The Papacy on
Tour: Avignon and the Anti-Popes Chapter 20: ‘God's Judgement?': The Black Death Part V: The End of the Middle and
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the start of discovery. Chapter 21: One Hundred Years of War Chapter 22: The Peasants are Revolting Chapter 23:
Agincourt, Joan of Arc & the French recovery Chapter 24: Columbus & The New World Part VI: The Part of Tens Chapter
25: Ten Rubbish Kings Chapter 26: Ten Curious Medieval Pastimes Chapter 27: Ten Great Castles Chapter 28: Ten
People Who Changed The World Chapter 29: Ten Great Books (To read next)
WHEN IT COMES TO USING TECHNOLOGY IN THE CLASSROOM ARE YOU... ...a nervous beginner in need of tips
for getting started? ...an expert user searching for some high-tech, creative activities? ...an ICT coordinator looking for
advice on how to plan and implement your school provision? With the implementation of the new Primary Computing
curriculum is the definitive guide to embedding ICT in all subjects across the primary school. From using digital cameras
and Beebots to Twitter and mobile apps, the creative and up-to-date ideas in this book will motivate and engage your
pupils and prepare them for the changing world of technology they are living in. As well as step by step instructions on
how to use a variety of technologies effectively, this book covers e-safety and the digital child, planning and budgeting
your provision and how to use technology to support children with special educational needs.
An investigation into the geography, history, composition, mythology, demographics, and misperception of garbage
discusses what human waste says about human beings' politics, economics, population, size, age, sex, and more.
National ad/promo.
An objective guide to this fascinating science of history and culture Archaeology continually makes headlines--from
recent discoveries like the frozen Copper-Age man in the Italian Alps to the newest dating of the first people in America at
over 14,0000 years ago. Archaeology For Dummies offers a fascinating look at this intriguing field, taking readers on-site
and revealing little-known details about some of the world's greatest archaeological discoveries. It explores how
archaeology attempts to uncover the lives of our ancestors, examining historical dig sites around the world and explaining
theories about ancient human societies. The guide also offers helpful information for readers who want to participate in
an excavation themselves, as well as tips for getting the best training and where to look for jobs.
Regional approaches to past human adaptations have generated much new knowledge and understanding. Researchers
working on problems of adaptations in the Holocene, from those of simple hunter-gatherers to those of complex
sociopolitical entities like the state, have found this approach suitable for comprehension of both ecological and social
aspects of human behavior. This research focus has, however, until recently left virtually un touched a major spatial and
temporaI segment of prehistory-the Old World during the Pleistocene. Extant literature on this period, by and large,
presents either detailed site speeific accounts or offers continental or even global syntheses that tend to compile site
speeific information but do not integrate it into whole c~nstructs of funetioning so ciocuhural entities. This volume
presents our current state of knowledge about a variety of regional adaptations that charaeterized prehistoric groups in
the Old World before 10,000 B. P. The authors of the chapters consider the behavior of humans rather than that of
objects or features and present data and models for variaus aspects of past cultures and for culture change. These
presentations integrate findings and understandings derived from a number of related disciplines actively involved in
researching the past. Data and interpretations are offered on a range of Old \yorld regions during the PaIeolithic, induding
Africa, Asia, Australia, and Europe, and chronological coverage spans from the Early to Late PIeisto cene.
Exploration of the life and philosophical reflections of this complex Stoic philosopher and Roman emperor.
Kings and Queens have always provided their subjects with a great deal to talk about. But how much do we really know
about them? For instance, who became king when he was only nine months old? Which king invented the handkerchief?
Which king died on the toilet? In this fascinating and witty look at kings and queens of England, Tony Robinson provides
all the answers to these questions and many, many more.
Virtualization is a skill that most IT or security pros take for granted. The sheer number of choices and requirements can
be a daunting challenge to face for beginners and veterans alike. With this book, you'll learn how to build a robust,
customizable virtual environments suitable for both a personal home lab, as well as a dedicated office training
environment. You will learn how to: - Understand the mechanics of virtualization and how they influence the design of
your lab - Build an extensive baseline lab environment on any one of five commonly used hypervisors (VMware vSphere
Hypervisor, VMware Fusion, VMware Workstation, Oracle Virtualbox, and Microsoft Client Hyper-V) - Harden your lab
environment against VM escapes and other security threats - Configure the pfSense firewall distribution to provide
security, segmentation, and network services to your virtual lab - Deploy either Snort or Suricata open-source IDS
platforms in IPS mode to further enhance the flexibility, segmentation and security of your lab network - Deploy Splunk as
a log management solution for your lab - Reconfigure the provided baseline lab environment to better suit your individual
needs Easy to follow steps and illustrations provide detailed, comprehensive guidance as you build your custom-tailored
lab. Both IT and security professionals need practice environments to better hone their craft. Learn how to build and
maintain your own with Building Flexible Virtual Machine Labs
How is academia portrayed in children's literature? This Element ambitiously surveys fictional professors in texts
marketed towards children, who are overwhelmingly white and male, tending to be elderly scientists. Professors fall into
three stereotypes: the vehicle to explain scientific facts, the baffled genius, and the evil madman. By the late twentieth
century, the stereotype of the male, mad, muddlehead, called Professor SomethingDumb, is formed in humorous yet
pejorative fashion. This Element provides a publishing history of the role of academics in children's literature, questioning
the book culture which promotes the enforcement of stereotypes regarding intellectual expertise in children's media. This
title is also available, with additional material, as Open Access.
A history of ancient literary culture told through the quantitative facts of canon, geography, and scale.
Developed with three educational levels in mind, The Archaeology Book takes you on an exciting exploration of history
and ancient cultures. You'll learn both the techniques of the archaeologist and the accounts of some of the richest
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discoveries of the Middle East that demonstrate the accuracy and historicity of the Bible. In The Archaeology Book you
will unearth: How archaeologists know what life was like in the past Why broken pottery can tell more than gold or
treasure can Some of the difficulties in dating ancient artifacts How the brilliance of ancient cultures demonstrates God's
creation History of ancient cultures, including the Hittites, Babylonians, and Egyptians The early development of the
alphabet and its impact on discovery The numerous archaeological finds that confirm biblical history Why the Dead Sea
scrolls are considered such a vital breakthrough Filled with vivid full-color photos, detailed drawings, and maps, you will
have access to some of the greatest biblical mysteries ever uncovered. With the enhanced educational format of this
book and the unique color-coded, multi-age design, it allows the ease of teaching the fundamentals of archaeology
through complex insights to three distinct grade levels. Free downloadable study guide at www.masterbooks.org
A guide to the history and practices of the Druids and the Celtic faith • Reconstructs the Druidic faith from surviving
remnants, parallels with other Indo-European traditions, and dedicated study of scholarly sources • Details magical rites
and ceremonies, methods for consecrating an outdoor temple, and customs for celebrating important festivals such as
Beltaine and Samhain • Discusses rules for firecraft, making offerings to deities and spirits, and the ancient Coligny
calendar, including the names of the months in old Gaulish Druids and their magic, lore, and rituals have fascinated all
those who encounter them, from the ancient Greeks and Romans onward. Even today, the mere mention of their name
evokes pictures of standing stones, mistletoe, golden sickles, white-robed priests, and powerful sorcerers. But were they
really as we picture them? Drawing on comparative mythology and linguistics, archaeological evidence, and etymology,
Teresa Cross offers readers a comprehensive course in the history and development of the Celtic spiritual tradition and
its lore, reconstructing the Druidic faith from the remnants that have survived and dedicated study of scholarly sources.
She also reveals parallels with other Indo-European traditions, such as the similarities between Celtic and Vedic Hindu
beliefs and practices. She chronicles the ethics and spiritual teachings of Druidism and the Celtic faith and examines
what happened to these beliefs during centuries of Christianization. Moving from history to practice, Cross details
magical rites and ceremonies as practiced by modern-day followers of Druidactos. She explores the structure of the
Touta, which roughly corresponds to “tribe,” methods for consecrating a nemeton, the outdoor temple that offers the
optimum sacred space for the meeting of heaven and earth, and the rites and customs associated with important festivals
such as Beltaine and Samhain. She also explores the rules of firecraft, the sacred art of giving to the cosmos, making
offerings to deities and spirits, sacred food and beverages, and the ancient Coligny calendar, including the names of the
months in old Gaulish. Offering an authentic handbook for starting your own Celtic group led by Druids, Cross reveals the
meanings and metaphysics behind the Celtic and Druidic customs and traditions, reuniting the fragmentary remains of
long-lost Druid culture with the still-living practices of the Celtic faith.
Peter Drewett's comprehensive survey explores every stage of the dig process, from the core work of discovery and
excavation to the final product: the published archaeological report. Main topics covered are: how an archaeological site
is formed finding and recording archaeological sites planning excavations, digging the site and recording the results postfieldwork planning, processing and finds analysis interpreting the evidence publishing the report. Illustrated with 100
photographs and line drawings, and using numerous case studies, Field Archaeology is the essential introductory guide
for archaeology students, and is certain to be welcomed by the growing number of enthusiasts for the subject.
Every 3rd issue is a quarterly cumulation.
Petrie's classic work of 1904 outlines his rigorous archaeological processes, including excavation techniques and the
management of workers.
Theatre/Archaeology is a provocative challenge to disciplinary practice and intellectual boundaries. It brings together
radical proposals in both archaeological and performance theory to generate a startlingly original and intriguing
methodological framework.
This volume examines the use of legal documents for the history of Muslim societies, presenting case studies from
different periods and areas of the Muslim world from medieval Iran and Egypt to contemporary Yemen and Morocco, and
involving multiple disciplinary approaches.
Renowned religion expert and Harvard Divinity School professor Harvey Cox deepens our experience of the Bible,
revealing the three primary ways we read it, why each is important, and how we can integrate these approaches for a
richer understanding and appreciation of key texts throughout the Old and New Testaments. The Bible is the heart of
devotional practice, a source of guidance and inspiration rich with insightful life lessons. On the other side of the
spectrum, academics have studied the Bible using scientific analysis to examine its historical significance and meaning.
The gap between these readings has resulted in a schism with far-reaching implications: Without historical context,
ordinary people are left to interpret the Bible literally, while academic readings overlook the deeply personal connections
established in church pews, choir benches, and backyard study groups. In How To Read the Bible, Cox explores three
different lenses commonly used to bring the Bible into focus: Literary—as narrative stories of family conflict, stirring
heroism, and moral dilemmas; History—as classic texts with academic and theological applications; Activism—as a source
of dialogue and engagement to be shared and applied to our lives. By bringing these together, Cox shows the Bible in all
its rich diversity and meaning and offers us a contemporary activist version that wrestles with issues of feminism, war,
homosexuality, and race. The result is a living resource that is perpetually evolving as our understanding changes and
deepens from generation to generation.
In this New York Times bestseller, Brian Fagan shows how climate transformed-and sometimes destroyed--human
societies during the earth's last global warming phase. From the 10th to 15th centuries the earth experienced a rise in
surface temperature that changed climate worldwide-a preview of today's global warming. In some areas, including much
of Western Europe, longer summers brought bountiful crops and population growth that led to cultural flowering. In
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others, drought shook long-established societies, such as the Maya and the Indians of the American Southwest, whose
monumental buildings were left deserted as elaborate social structures collapsed. Brian Fagan examines how subtle
changes in the environment had far-reaching effects on human life, in a narrative that sweeps from the Arctic ice cap to
the Sahara to the Indian Ocean. The lessons of history suggest we may be yet be underestimating the power of climate
change to disrupt our lives today.
This fourth edition constitutes the most extensive reshaping of the text to date. In a lucid and accessible style Kevin
Greene explains the discovery and excavation of sites, outlines major dating methods, gives clear explanations of
scientific techniques, and examines current theories and controversies. New features include: a completely new userfriendly text design with initial chapter overviews and final conclusions, key references for each chapter section, an
annotated guide to further reading, a glossary, refreshed illustrations, case studies and examples, bibliography and full
index a new companion website built for this edition providing hyperlinks from contents list to individual chapter
summaries which in turn link to key websites and other material an important new chapter on current theory emphasizing
the richness of sources of analogy or interpretation available today. This new edition provides students with a sound
introduction to the field of archaeology and guides them towards further study.
With the help of Egyptologists Collier and Manley, museum-goers, tourists, and armchair travelers alike can gain a basic
knowledge of the language and culture of ancient Egypt. Each chapter introduces a new aspect of hieroglyphic script and
encourages acquisition of reading skills with practical exercises. 200 illustrations.
Sir Tony Robinson is a much-loved actor, presenter and author with a stellar career lasting over fifty years. In this
autobiography he reveals how the boy from South Woodford went from child stardom in the first stage production of
Oliver!, a pint-sized pickpocket desperately bleaching his incipient moustache, to comedy icon Baldrick, the loyal servant
and turnip aficionado in Blackadder. It wasn't all plain sailing though. Along the way he was bullied by Steve Marriott,
failed to impress Liza Minnelli and was pushed into a stinking London dock by John Wayne. He also entertained us with
Maid Marion and Her Merry Men (which he wrote and starred in) and coped manfully when locked naked outside a
theatre in Lincoln during the live tour of comedy series Who Dares Wins. He presented Time Team for twenty years,
watching countless gardens ruthlessly dug up in the name of archaeology, and risked life and limb filming The Worst
Jobs in History. Packed full of incident and insight, No Cunning Plan is a funny, self-deprecating and always entertaining
read.
For Professor and Channel 4 personality Mick Aston, landscape archaeology remains his first love, because it provides
so much information about how ordinary communities lived in the past. Environmental archaeology, experimental
archaeology, the archaeology of buildings, and his great project at the village of Shapwick in Somerset are just some of
the other subjects brought excitingly to life in Mick's colourful and action-packed pages. Reading this book, it is easy to
share the author's basic conviction that "Archaeology is fun."
Darwin made a powerful argument for evolution in the Origin of Species, based on all the evidence available to him. But a
few things puzzled him. One was how inheritance works - he did not know about genes. This book concerns another of
Darwin's Dilemmas, and the efforts of modern palaeontologists to solve it. What puzzled Darwin is that the most very
ancient rocks, before the Cambrian, seemed to be barren, when he would expect them to be teeming with life. Darwin
speculated that this was probably because the fossils had not been found yet. Decades of work by modern
palaeontologists have indeed brought us amazing fossils from far beyond the Cambrian, from the depths of the
Precambrian, so life was certainly around. Yet the fossils are enigmatic, and something does seem to happen around the
Cambrian to speed up evolution drastically and produce many of the early forms of animals we know today. In this book,
Martin Brasier, a leading palaeontologist working on early life, takes us into the deep, dark ages of the Precambrian to
explore Darwin's Lost World. Decoding the evidence in these ancient rocks, piecing together the puzzle of what
happened over 540 million years ago to drive what is known as the Cambrian Explosion, is very difficult. The world was
vastly different then from the one we know now, and we are in terrain with few familiar landmarks. Brasier is a master
storyteller, and combines the account of what we now know of the strange creatures of these ancient times with engaging
and amusing anecdotes from his expeditions to Siberia, Outer Mongolia, Barbuda, and other places, giving a vivid
impression of the people, places, and challenges involved in such work. He ends by presenting his own take on the
Cambrian Explosion, based on the picture emerging from this very active field of research. A vital clue involves worms burrowing worms are one of the key signs of the start of the Cambrian. This is fitting: Darwin was inordinately fond of
worms.
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