Read Book An American Bride In Kabul Phyllis Chesler

An American Bride In Kabul Phyllis Chesler
A crusader for women's and human rights shares her experiences in 1961 as the wife of an Afghan college student, who, once
back in Afghanistan, reverted to traditional and tribal customs, trapping her in a posh polygamous family.
Even though the people of Afghanistan in general suffered under the rule of the Taliban, women lived especially difficult lives,
enduring terrible hardships. They were denied basic human rights, forced to wear veils and kept in seclusion. This work addresses
the religion, revolution, and national identity of Afghan women and places them within their gender-political and religious-political
roles, thus elevating our understanding of their abuse, imprisonment and murder, and offering a basis for their rehabilitation.
Powerful and moving interviews with Afghan women conducted and translated by the Revolutionary Association of the Women of
Afghanistan are presented and a brief history of the struggle of the Afghan women and an overview of the conflict between the
Afghans and the Taliban are included.
The astonishing, uplifting story of a real-life Indiana Jones and his humanitarian campaign to use education to combat terrorism in
the Taliban’s backyard Anyone who despairs of the individual’s power to change lives has to read the story of Greg Mortenson, a
homeless mountaineer who, following a 1993 climb of Pakistan’s treacherous K2, was inspired by a chance encounter with
impoverished mountain villagers and promised to build them a school. Over the next decade he built fifty-five schools—especially
for girls—that offer a balanced education in one of the most isolated and dangerous regions on earth. As it chronicles Mortenson’s
quest, which has brought him into conflict with both enraged Islamists and uncomprehending Americans, Three Cups of Tea
combines adventure with a celebration of the humanitarian spirit.
As a powerful advocate for global women's rights, Phyllis Chesler understands the struggles that Muslim women face in their tribal,
patriarchal societies. Her power is her voice, and how she clearly, boldly and unapologetically uses it to denounce oppression no
matter where she sees it--and no matter what the consequences of such truth telling ar
As a young girl growing up in 1970s Afghanistan, Nelofer Pazira seems destined for a bright future. The daughter of liberal-minded
professionals, she enjoys a safe, loving and privileged life. Some of her early memories include convivial family picnics and New
Years’ celebrations overlooking the thousands of red flowers that carpet the hills of Mazar. But Nelofer’s world is shattered when
she is just five and her father is imprisoned for refusing to support the communist party. This episode plants a “seed of anger” in
her, which is given plenty of opportunity to grow as the years unfold. In 1979, the Soviets invade Afghanistan beginning a ten-year
occupation. The country becomes an armed camp with Russians fighting U.S.-backed mujahidin fighters while trying to impose
military rule. For Nelofer, daily life includes an endless succession of tanks, rockets screaming overhead and explosions in the
street. During this time, she and her best friend, Dyana, seek refuge in their love of poetry. At eleven, the two girls throw stones at
Soviet tanks and plot other acts of rebellion at the local school. As Nelofer gets older, she joins the resistance movement,
distributes contraband books, studies guerilla warfare and hides a gun in her parent’s mint garden. When Nelofer’s younger
brother comes home from school in military garb, the family finally decides to flee Afghanistan. What follows is a perilous,
clandestine journey across rugged mountains into Pakistan. But the life of a refugee is not what Nelofer expects. Though she once
idealized the mujahidin as freedom fighters, she is shocked, as a woman, to find herself stripped of her personal freedom in their
midst. In 1990, Nelofer and her family are offered refugee status in Canada. Here she corresponds with her friend Dyana, whose
letters reveal the increasing oppression of life under the Taliban. Fearing that her friend will kill herself, Pazira returns to
Afghanistan to rescue her. This search becomes the basis for the acclaimed film Kandahar. Her journey to discover Dyana’s
tragedy leads her finally to Russia, the land of her enemy, where she confronts the legacy of the Soviet invasion of her homeland
first-hand. A Bed of Red Flowers is a gripping, heart-rending story about a country caught in a struggle of the superpowers – and
of the real people behind the politics. Universally acclaimed for its astute insights and extraordinary humanity, Pazira’s memoir
won the Drainie-Taylor Biography Prize for 2005.The Winnipeg Free Press writes: “Powerfully written, A Bed of Red Flowers is a
rare account of a misunderstood country and its intrepid people, trying to live ordinary lives under extraordinary circumstances.”
The Gazette (Montreal) describes the book as “an outpouring of passionate non-fiction that captivates like the tales of
Sheherazade.… It’s a remarkable journey. An inspiring read.”
This engaging, innovativ book brings to life the history of Afghan Jewry - from its earliest roots to the 21st century. Spanning from
the communnity's origins - which many Afghan Jews trace to biblical times - to the development of their Jewish commnical
institutions, From Kabul to Queens details the story of a small Jewish community that lived in relative peace with its Sunni Muslim
neighbors. Sara Y. Aharon compellingly brisges teh Jews' experiences in Afghanistan to their successes and struggles in
rebuilding a new life in the U.S. and among American Jewish society.
Newbery Honor Book! A gorgeously written, hopeful middle grade novel in verse about a young girl who must leave Syria to move
to the United States, perfect for fans of Jason Reynolds and Aisha Saeed. Jude never thought she’d be leaving her beloved older
brother and father behind, all the way across the ocean in Syria. But when things in her hometown start becoming volatile, Jude
and her mother are sent to live in Cincinnati with relatives. At first, everything in America seems too fast and too loud. The
American movies that Jude has always loved haven’t quite prepared her for starting school in the US—and her new label of
“Middle Eastern,” an identity she’s never known before. But this life also brings unexpected surprises—there are new friends, a
whole new family, and a school musical that Jude might just try out for. Maybe America, too, is a place where Jude can be seen as
she really is. This lyrical, life-affirming story is about losing and finding home and, most importantly, finding yourself.
A riveting, real-life equivalent of The Kite Runner—an astonishingly powerful and profoundly moving story of a young couple willing
to risk everything for love that puts a human face on the ongoing debate about women’s rights in the Muslim world. Zakia and Ali
were from different tribes, but they grew up on neighboring farms in the hinterlands of Afghanistan. By the time they were young
teenagers, Zakia, strikingly beautiful and fiercely opinionated, and Ali, shy and tender, had fallen in love. Defying their families,
sectarian differences, cultural conventions, and Afghan civil and Islamic law, they ran away together only to live under constant
threat from Zakia’s large and vengeful family, who have vowed to kill her to restore the family’s honor. They are still in hiding.
Despite a decade of American good intentions, women in Afghanistan are still subjected to some of the worst human rights
violations in the world. Rod Nordland, then the Kabul bureau chief of the New York Times, had watched these abuses unfold for
years when he came upon Zakia and Ali, and has not only chronicled their plight, but has also shepherded them from danger. The
Lovers will do for women’s rights generally what Malala’s story did for women’s education. It is an astonishing story about selfdetermination and the meaning of love that illustrates, as no policy book could, the limits of Western influence on fundamentalist
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Islamic culture and, at the same time, the need for change.
The Norwegian journalist provides a portrait of a committed Muslim man and his family living in post-Taliban Kabul, Afghanistan.
"A powerful collection of testimonies that depict the struggles and hopes of Afghan women. An often emotional and at times painful read, this
book is ultimately a poignant celebration of human resilience under unimaginable duress. " —KHALED HOSSEINI, New York Times
bestselling author of The Kite Runner "I am deeply touched by these stories...Dear Zari should be read by anyone who cares and wants to
know about Asia and Asian women." —XINRAN "All the stories in Dear Zari illustrate the suffering caused by deeply ingrained Afghan
traditions. But [the women's} bravery and resilience shines through and Kargar touchingly reveals how hearing others' life stories finally gave
her the courage to share her own. " —The Independent Moving, enlightening, and heartbreaking, Dear Zari gives voice to the secret lives of
Afghan women. For the first time, Dear Zari allows these women to tell their stories in their own words: from the child bride given as payment
to end of a family feud, to a life spent in a dark, dusty room weaving carpets, from a young girl being brought up as a boy, to a woman living
as a widow shunned by society. Intimate, emotional, painful and uplifting, these stories uncover the suffering and strength of women in this
deeply religious and intensely traditional society, and show how their courage is an inspiration to women everywhere.
Drawing on the most important studies in psychology, human aggression, anthropology, and primatology, and on hundreds of original
interviews conducted over a period of more than 20 years, this groundbreaking treatise urges women to look within and to consider other
women realistically, ethically, and kindly and to forge bold and compassionate alliances. Without this necessary next step, women will never
be liberated. Detailing how women's aggression may not take the same form as men's, this investigation reveals--through myths, plays,
memoir, theories of revolutionary liberation movements, evolution, psychoanalysis, and childhood development--that girls and women are
indeed aggressive, often indirectly and mainly toward one another. This fascinating work concludes by showing that women depend upon one
another for emotional intimacy and bonding, and exclusionary and sexist behavior enforces female conformity and discourages independence
and psychological growth.
Afghan-American Nadia Hashimi's literary debut novel is a searing tale of powerlessness, fate, and the freedom to control one's own fate that
combines the cultural flavor and emotional resonance of the works of Khaled Hosseini, Jhumpa Lahiri, and Lisa See. In Kabul, 2007, with a
drug-addicted father and no brothers, Rahima and her sisters can only sporadically attend school, and can rarely leave the house. Their only
hope lies in the ancient custom of bacha posh, which allows young Rahima to dress and be treated as a boy until she is of marriageable age.
As a son, she can attend school, go to the market, and chaperone her older sisters. But Rahima is not the first in her family to adopt this
unusual custom. A century earlier, her great-great grandmother, Shekiba, left orphaned by an epidemic, saved herself and built a new life the
same way. Crisscrossing in time, The Pearl the Broke Its Shell interweaves the tales of these two women separated by a century who share
similar destinies. But what will happen once Rahima is of marriageable age? Will Shekiba always live as a man? And if Rahima cannot adapt
to life as a bride, how will she survive?
Feminist icon and political activist Phyllis Chesler, author of the 2.5-million copy bestseller Women and Madness and the controversial The
New Anti-Semitism, calls for an overhaul of the women's movement. In this important book, Phyllis Chesler asks the questions: Within
feminism, is there room for free thinkers who oppose the party line? What if a feminist believes in capitalism? God? Patriotism? Chesler is the
first to show the crisis in feminism today, which is silencing women and stripping them of power. In order to be a member of the club you must
reject capitalism, see religion as a dangerous form of patriarchy, oppose the war, and turn a blind eye to the woman-defeating practices of
Islam. The result contradicts the moral and ethical principles feminism was built on. Chesler signals a critical need for women to come
together in a pro-individualist form of feminism.
Over time and across different genres, Afghanistan has been presented to the world as potential ally, dangerous enemy, gendered space,
and mysterious locale. These powerful, if competing, visions seek to make sense of Afghanistan and to render it legible. In this innovative
examination, Nivi Manchanda uncovers and critically explores Anglophone practices of knowledge cultivation and representational strategies,
and argues that Afghanistan occupies a distinctive place in the imperial imagination: over-determined and under-theorised, owing largely to
the particular history of imperial intervention in the region. Focusing on representations of gender, state and tribes, Manchanda re-historicises
and de-mythologises the study of Afghanistan through a sustained critique of colonial forms of knowing and demonstrates how the
development of pervasive tropes in Western conceptions of Afghanistan have enabled Western intervention, invasion and bombing in the
region from the nineteenth century to the present.
A riveting and powerful story of an unforgiving time, an unlikely friendship and an indestructible love
Soon after the fall of the Taliban, in 2001, Deborah Rodriguez went to Afghanistan as part of a group offering humanitarian aid to this war-torn
nation. Surrounded by men and women whose skills–as doctors, nurses, and therapists–seemed eminently more practical than her own,
Rodriguez, a hairdresser and mother of two from Michigan, despaired of being of any real use. Yet she soon found she had a gift for
befriending Afghans, and once her profession became known she was eagerly sought out by Westerners desperate for a good haircut and by
Afghan women, who have a long and proud tradition of running their own beauty salons. Thus an idea was born. With the help of corporate
and international sponsors, the Kabul Beauty School welcomed its first class in 2003. Well meaning but sometimes brazen, Rodriguez
stumbled through language barriers, overstepped cultural customs, and constantly juggled the challenges of a postwar nation even as she
learned how to empower her students to become their families’ breadwinners by learning the fundamentals of coloring techniques,
haircutting, and makeup. Yet within the small haven of the beauty school, the line between teacher and student quickly blurred as these
vibrant women shared with Rodriguez their stories and their hearts: the newlywed who faked her virginity on her wedding night, the twelveyear-old bride sold into marriage to pay her family’s debts, the Taliban member’s wife who pursued her training despite her husband’s
constant beatings. Through these and other stories, Rodriguez found the strength to leave her own unhealthy marriage and allow herself to
love again, Afghan style. With warmth and humor, Rodriguez details the lushness of a seemingly desolate region and reveals the
magnificence behind the burqa. Kabul Beauty School is a remarkable tale of an extraordinary community of women who come together and
learn the arts of perms, friendship, and freedom.

Feminist icon Phyllis Chesler's pioneering work, Women and Madness, remains startlingly relevant today, nearly 50 years
since its first publication in 1972. With over 2.5 million copies sold, this seminal book is unanimously regarded as the
definitive work on the subject of women's psychology. Now back in print this completely revised and updated edition from
2005 adds to her original research and findings perspectives on the issues of eating disorders, postpartum depression,
biological psychology, important feminist political findings, female genital mutilation and more.
“If you liked The Kite Runner, you must read this riveting, firsthand account by one of the real Afghan mujahideen . . . An
extraordinary tale.” —Leslie Cockburn Masood Farivar was ten years old when his childhood in peaceful and prosperous
Afghanistan was shattered by the Soviet invasion of 1979. Although he was born into a long line of religious and political
leaders who had shaped his nation’s history for centuries, Farivar fled to Pakistan with his family and came of age in a
madrassa for refugees. At eighteen, he defied his parents and returned home to join the jihad, fighting beside not only the
Afghan mujahideen but also Arab and Pakistani volunteers. When the Soviets withdrew, Farivar moved to America and
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attended the prestigious Lawrenceville School and Harvard, and ultimately became a journalist in New York. Farivar
draws on his unique experience as a native Afghan, a former mujahideen fighter, and a longtime US resident to provide
unprecedented insight into the ongoing collision between Islam and the West. This is a visceral, clear-eyed, and
illuminating memoir from an indispensable new voice on the world stage. “Like the war poets who told you what it was
really like to be in the trenches, Farivar survived to tell us about life on the front lines of the clash of civilizations—and it
rings with more truth than any other account of these famous events I’ve ever read. In these troubled times, this is a
book that is brave, honest, humane, and full of love.” —Aidan Hartley, author of The Zanzibar Chest
A powerful and revealing memoir about the pioneers of modern-day feminism Phyllis Chesler was a pioneer of Second
Wave Feminism. Chesler and the women who came out swinging between 1972-1975 integrated the want ads, brought
class action lawsuits on behalf of economic discrimination, opened rape crisis lines and shelters for battered women, held
marches and sit-ins for abortion and equal rights, famously took over offices and buildings, and pioneered high profile
Speak-outs. They began the first-ever national and international public conversations about birth control and abortion,
sexual harassment, violence against women, female orgasm, and a woman’s right to kill in self-defense. Now, Chesler
has juicy stories to tell. The feminist movement has changed over the years, but Chesler knew some of its first pioneers,
including Gloria Steinem, Kate Millett, Flo Kennedy, and Andrea Dworkin. These women were fierce forces of nature,
smoldering figures of sin and soul, rock stars and action heroes in real life. Some had been viewed as whores, witches,
and madwomen, but were changing the world and becoming major players in history. In A Politically Incorrect Feminist,
Chesler gets chatty while introducing the reader to some of feminism's major players and world-changers.
Letters to a Young Feminist is a visionary message from a leading feminist to the next generation of feminists, both
women and men. Phyllis Chesler discusses basic aspects of feminism, explains feminism's relevance in a world that has
taken it for granted and derided it and helps the next generation reclaim feminism for itself. Chesler examines sisterhood,
sex, families, motherhood, work, feminist heroism and the economics of power, providing guidance to the generation to
come.
"Engrossing...Chesler adroitly blends her personal narrative with a riveting account of Afghanistan's troubled history, the
ongoing Islamic/Islamist terrorism against Muslim civilians and the West, and the continuing struggle and courage of
Afghan feminists."--Publishers Weekly
Latifa was born into an educated middle-class Afghan family in Kabul in 1980. She dreamed of one day of becoming a
journalist, she was interested in fashion, movies and friends. Her father was in the import/export business and her mother
was a doctor. Then in September 1996, Taliban soldiers seized power in Kabul. From that moment, Latifa, just 16 years
old became a prisoner in her own home. Her school was closed. Her mother was banned from working. The simplest and
most basic freedoms - walking down the street, looking out a window - were no longer hers. She was now forced to wear
a chadri. My Forbidden Face provides a poignant and highly personal account of life under the Taliban regime. With
painful honesty and clarity Latifa describes the way she watched her world falling apart, in the name of a fanatical
interpretation of a faith that she could not comprehend. Her voice captures a lost innocence, but also echoes her
determination to live in freedom and hope. Earlier this year, Latifa and her parents escaped Afghanistan with the help of a
French-based Afghan resistance group.
The princess daughter Lord Louis and Edwina Mountbatten and descendant of British and Russian royals documents her
singular childhood in England and India surrounded by famous guests, her parents' open lovers and her exotic pets. By
the author of India Remembered. 40,000 first printing.
"The first comprehensive look at youth in a country attempting to rebuild itself after three decades of civil conflict,
Children of Afghanistan relies on the research and fieldwork of twenty-one experts to cover an incredible range of topics.
Focusing on the full scope of childhood, from birth through young adulthood, this edited volume examines a myriad of
issues...Children of Afghanistan is the first volume that not only attempts to analyze the range of challenges facing
Afghan children across class, gender, and region but also offers solutions to the problems they face. With nearly half of
the population under the age of fifteen, the future of the country no double lies with its children. Those who seek peace
for the region must find solutions to the host of crises that have led the United Nations to call Afghanistan 'the worst place
on earth to be born.' The authors of Children of Afghanistan provide child-centered solutions to rebuilding the country's
cultural, social, and economic institutions." -- Back cover.
Few westerners will ever be able to understand Muslim or Afghan society unless they are part of a Muslim family. Twenty years
old and in love, Phyllis Chesler, a Jewish-American girl from Brooklyn, embarked on an adventure that has lasted for more than a
half-century. In 1961, when she arrived in Kabul with her Afghan bridegroom, authorities took away her American passport.
Chesler was now the property of her husband's family and had no rights of citizenship. Back in Afghanistan, her husband, a
wealthy, westernized foreign college student with dreams of reforming his country, reverted to traditional and tribal customs.
Chesler found herself unexpectedly trapped in a posh polygamous family, with no chance of escape. She fought against her
seclusion and lack of freedom, her Afghan family's attempts to convert her from Judaism to Islam, and her husband's wish to
permanently tie her to the country through childbirth. Drawing upon her personal diaries, Chesler recounts her ordeal, the nature of
gender apartheid—and her longing to explore this beautiful, ancient, and exotic country and culture. Chesler nearly died there but
she managed to get out, returned to her studies in America, and became an author and an ardent activist for women's rights
throughout the world. An American Bride in Kabul is the story of how a naïve American girl learned to see the world through
eastern as well as western eyes and came to appreciate Enlightenment values. This dramatic tale re-creates a time gone by, a
place that is no more, and shares the way in which Chesler turned adversity into a passion for world-wide social, educational, and
political reform.
"Phyllis Chesler's myth-shattering insights could literally save the sanity of many women, whether we are mothers or not, and
involve many men in a critical human experience." --Gloria Steinem "Phyllis Chesler has written a brave book about one woman's
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journey into motherhood. . . . A straightforward, unsentimental, yet poetic account of birth as a rite of passage." --Erica Jong This
diary of acclaimed psychologist and radical feminist Phyllis Chesler was a pioneering work when it was first published in 1979, and
it still resonates today. It is a look into the first wave of feminism in the late 1970s and the changing attitudes towards motherhood
and pregnancy at the time.
A fearless memoir about tribal life in Pakistan—and the act of violence that inspired one ambitious young woman to pursue a life of
activism and female empowerment “Khalida Brohi understands the true nature of honor. She is fearless in her pursuit of justice
and equality.”—Malala Yousafzai, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize From a young age, Khalida Brohi was raised to believe in the
sanctity of arranged marriage. Her mother was forced to marry a thirteen-year-old boy when she was only nine; Khalida herself
was promised as a bride before she was even born. But her father refused to let her become a child bride. He was a man who
believed in education, not just for himself but for his daughters, and Khalida grew up thinking she would become the first female
doctor in her small village. Khalida thought her life was proceeding on an unusual track for a woman of her circumstances, but one
whose path was orderly and straightforward. Everything shifted for Khalida when she found out that her beloved cousin had been
murdered by her uncle in a tradition known as “honor killing.” Her cousin’s crime? She had fallen in love with a man who was not
her betrothed. This moment ignited the spark in Khalida Brohi that inspired a globe-spanning career as an activist, beginning at the
age of sixteen. From a tiny cement-roofed room in Karachi where she was allowed ten minutes of computer use per day, Brohi
started a Facebook campaign that went viral. From there, she created a foundation focused on empowering the lives of women in
rural communities through education and employment opportunities, while crucially working to change the minds of their male
partners, fathers, and brothers. This book is the story of how Brohi, while only a girl herself, shone her light on the women and girls
of Pakistan, despite the hurdles and threats she faced along the way. And ultimately, she learned that the only way to eradicate
the parts of a culture she despised was to fully embrace the parts of it that she loved. Praise for I Should Have Honor “Khalida
Brohi’s moving story is a testament to what is possible no matter the odds. In her courageous activism and now in I Should Have
Honor, Khalida gives a voice to the women and girls who are denied their own by society. This book is a true act of honor.”—Sheryl
Sandberg, COO of Facebook and founder of LeanIn.Org and OptionB.Org
"In 2015, Dionne Searcey was covering the economy for The New York Times, living in Brooklyn with her husband and three
young children. Saddled with the demands of a dual-career household and motherhood in an urban setting, her life was in a rut.
She decided to pursue a job as the paper's West Africa bureau chief, landing with her family in Dakar, Senegal, where she found
their lives turned upside down. They struggled to figure out how they fit into this new region, and their new family dynamic where
she became the main breadwinner flying off to work as her husband stayed behind to manage the home front. In Pursuit of
Disobedient Women follows Searcey's sometimes harrowing, sometimes rollicking experiences as she works to get Americans to
pay attention to the region during the rise of Trump. She is gone from her family for sometimes weeks at a time, often risking her
safety while covering stories like Boko Haram-conscripted teen girl suicide bombers or young women in small villages shaking up
social norms by getting out of bad marriages. Ultimately, Searcey returns home to reconcile with skinned knees and school plays
that happen without her and a begrudging husband thrown into the role of primary parent. Life, for Searcey, as with most of us, is a
balancing act. She weaves a tapestry of women living at the crossroads of old-fashioned patriarchy and an increasingly globalized
and connected world. The result is a deeply personal and highly compelling look into a modern-day marriage and a world most of
us have barely considered"-Isaias Hellman, a Jewish immigrant, arrived in California in 1859 with very little money in his pocket and his brother Herman by his
side. By the time he died, he had effectively transformed Los Angeles into the modern metropolis we see today. In Frances
Dinkelspiel's groundbreaking history, the early days of California are seen through the life of a man who started out as a simple
store owner only to become California's premier money-man of the late 19th and early 20th century. Growing up as a young
immigrant, Hellman quickly learned the use to which "capital" could be put, founding LA's Farmers and Merchants Bank, that city's
first successful bank, and transforming Wells Fargo into one of the West's biggest financial institutions. He invested money with
Henry Huntington to build trolley lines, lent Edward Doheney the funds that led him to discover California's huge oil reserves, and
assisted Harrison Gary Otis in acquiring full ownership of the Los Angeles Times. Hellman led the building of Los Angeles' first
synagogue, the Wilshire Boulevard Temple, helped start the University of Southern California and served as Regent of the
University of California. His influence, however, was not limited to Los Angeles. He controlled the California wine industry for
almost twenty years and, after San Francisco's devastating 1906 earthquake and fire, calmed the financial markets there in order
to help that great city rise from the ashes. With all of these accomplishments, Isaias Hellman almost single-handedly brought
California into modernity. Ripe with great historical events that filled the early days of California such as the Gold Rush and the
San Francisco earthquake, Towers of Gold brings to life the transformation of California from a frontier society whose economy
was driven by the barter of hides and exchange of gold dust into a vibrant state with the strongest economy in the nation.
A passionate personal journey through two cultures in conflict Shortly after militant Islamic terrorists destroyed the World Trade
Center, Tamim Ansary of San Francisco sent an e-mail to twenty friends, telling how the threatened U.S. reprisals against
Afghanistan looked to him as an Afghan American. The message spread, and in a few days it had reached, and affected, millions
of people-Afghans and Americans, soldiers and pacifists, conservative Christians and talk-show hosts; for the message, written in
twenty minutes, was one Ansary had been writing all his life. West of Kabul, East of New York is an urgent communiqué by an
American with "an Afghan soul still inside me," who has lived in the very different worlds of Islam and the secular West. The son of
an Afghan man and the first American woman to live as an Afghan, Ansary grew up in the intimate world of Afghan family life, one
never seen by outsiders. No sooner had he emigrated to San Francisco than he was drawn into the community of Afghan
expatriates sustained by the dream of returning to their country -and then drawn back to the Islamic world himself to discover the
nascent phenomenon of militant religious fundamentalism. Tamim Ansary has emerged as one of the most eloquent voices on the
conflict between Islam and the West. His book is a deeply personal account of the struggle to reconcile two great civilizations and
to find some point in the imagination where they might meet.
Farah Ahmedi recounts her heartbreaking journey from war-torn Kabul to America in her New York Times bestselling inspirational
memoir. Farah Ahmedi's "poignant tale of survival" (Chicago Tribune) chronicles her journey from war to peace. Equal parts
tragedy and hope, determination and daring, Ahmedi's memoir delivers a remarkably vivid portrait of her girlhood in Kabul, where
the sound of gunfire and the sight of falling bombs shaped her life and stole her family. She herself narrowly escapes death when
she steps on a land mine. Eventually the war forces her to flee, first over the mountains to refugee camps across the border, and
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finally to America. Ahmedi proves that even in the direst circumstances, not only can the human heart endure, it can thrive. The
Other Side of the Sky is "a remarkable journey" (Chicago Sun-Times), and Farah Ahmedi inspires us all.
This book paints a horrifying reality for women of the desert kingdom. It is a haunting look at the danger of Saudi male dominance
and the desperate lives of the women they rule.
For fans of A Thousand Splendid Suns, “a rich, haunting, immersive story of cultures at the crossroads” (Jamie Ford, bestselling
author of Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet) that follows two women in Afghanistan—an American aid worker and her local
interpreter—as they form an unexpected friendship despite their utterly different life experiences and the ever-increasing violence in
Kabul. ? In 2001, Kabul is a place of possibility as people fling off years of repressive Taliban rule. This hopeful chaos brings
together American aid worker Liv Stoellner and Farida Basra, an educated Pakistani woman still adjusting to her arranged
marriage to Gul, the son of an Afghan strongman whose family spent years of exile in Pakistan before returning to Kabul. Both Liv
and her husband take positions at an NGO that helps Afghan women recover from the Taliban years. They see the move as a
reboot—Martin for his moribund academic career, Liv for their marriage. But for Farida and Gul, the move to Kabul is fraught,
severing all ties with Farida’s family and her former world, and forcing Gul to confront a chapter in his life he’d desperately tried to
erase. The two women, brought together by Farida’s work as an interpreter, form a nascent friendship based on their growing
mutual love for Afghanistan. As the bond between Farida and Liv deepens, war-scarred Kabul acts in different ways upon them, as
well as their husbands. Silent Hearts is “highly recommended, especially for fans of Khaled Hosseini” (Library Journal, starred
review).
An award-winning foreign correspondent who contributed to a Pulitzer Prize-winning New York Times series reveals the secret
Afghan custom of disguising girls as boys to improve their prospects, discussing its political and social significance as well as the
experiences of its practitioners.
Imagine that a jewel-like garden overlooking Kabul is your ancestral home. Imagine a kitchen made fragrant with saffron strands
and cardamom pods simmering in an authentic pilau. Now remember that you were born in London, your family in exile, and that
you have never seen Afghanistan in peacetime. These are but the starting points of Saira Shah’s memoir, by turns inevitably
exotic and unavoidably heartbreaking, in which she explores her family’s history in and out of Afghanistan. As an accomplished
journalist and documentarian–her film Beneath the Veil unflinchingly depicted for CNN viewers the humiliations forced on women
under Taliban rule–Shah returned to her family’s homeland cloaked in the burqa to witness the pungent and shocking realities of
Afghan life. As the daughter of the Sufi fabulist Idries Shah, primed by a lifetime of listening to her father’s stories, she eagerly
sought out, from the mouths of Afghan refugees in Pakistan, the rich and living myths that still sustain this battered culture of
warriors. And she discovered that in Afghanistan all the storytellers have been men–until now.
Updated and revised with seven new chapters, a new introduction, and a new resources section, this landmark book is invaluable
for women facing a custody battle. It was the first to break the myth that mothers receive preferential treatment over fathers in
custody disputes. Although mothers generally retain custody when fathers choose not to fight for it, fathers who seek custody often
win—not because the mother is unfit or the father has been the primary caregiver but because, as Phyllis Chesler argues, women
are held to a much higher standard of parenting. Incorporating findings from years of research, hundreds of interviews, and
international surveys about child-custody arrangements, Chesler argues for new guidelines to resolve custody disputes and to
prevent the continued oppression of mothers in custody situations. This book provides a philosophical and psychological
perspective as well as practical advice from one of the country’s leading matrimonial lawyers. Both an indictment of a
discriminatory system and a call to action over motherhood under siege, Mothers on Trial is essential reading for anyone
concerned either personally or professionally with custody rights and the well-being of the children involved.
This psychological crime thriller takes us inside the mind of a female serial killer, a prostitute who murdered seven adult men-a
case with which the author was intimately involved. This is a unique, never-before-told behind-the-scenes narrative. "Requiem for
a Female Serial Killer" will haunt you. The ghost of Aileen Wuornos beckons.
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